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APVERTISEMENT 





As the fources which’ have Yupplied thefe authentic 
documents, are gratefully mentioned in the preface to the 
firft volume, it will be only neceMary, to add a‘ few expla- 
nations. 

‘The materials are arranged under eight periods, corre~ 
fponding with the periods in the narrative. | 

The order of date has been ufually preferved, excepting 
in fuch parts as relate to a {pecific fubject, as the South 
Sea, .4éterbury, Bolingbroke, &c. 

The orthography has been in moft paces {crupuloufly 
followed, 

the colleétion to which each letter belongs, is fpeeified 
in the margin, under the titles of Orford, Walpole, 
Hardwicke, Ti ownfhend, Stanhope, Harrington, Waldegrave, 
Grantham, Midleton, Sydney, Melcombe, Devonjfhire, Egre- 
mont, Campbell, Onflow, Wefton, Poyntz, Keene, Etough, 
and Ajile papers. 

‘The 


ADVEMLPIsEMENT. 


The letters and _paperc,+which are copies. or draughts, 
are noted in the margin. Moft of the other letters, whigh 
are not thus diftinguifhed, were either written or figned by 
the correfpondents. Ini the table of contents,, the, author 
has ‘endeavoyred as much«as poffible to difcriminate the 
refpective papérs and letters by appropriate marks. 

The autographs, wifii a. 

- The lettés which were only figned by the corre~ 
f{pondents, with Jn 

The draughts, with d. 

The autograph ‘draughts, a. d. 

Thofe which are doubtful or uncertain, have no mark. 

Tranflations, with fi 

As the printer has in a few inflances omitted the word 
copy in the margin, the copies are alfo diftinguifhed by c. 

‘Tt may be neceffary, however, to apprife the reader, 
that moft of thefe copies are either tran{cripts front the 
originals or‘ official, or were taken by the order, and'under 
the infpection of the original writers. 

Four plates are given, containing fac fimiles of the hand- 
writing of George the firft, George the fecond, qbecn 
Caroline, fir Robert Walpole, the Pretendey, and. of ‘many 
_others, wliofe letters appear in the correfpondence. 
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ERRATA. 


Page 5,, line 6 fromebottom, for baintin, read Quintin. 
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925 
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5195 
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— 6, for their, read ghey. . 
— 8 from bottom, infert ca before render. 
read Secretary Stanhope to Srephen Poyniz, 
== 12, before majefy, infert dis. 
the heads of the letter thould be, Facobitifm lofes ground in the home countitsan 
the inland and weftern parts of Englandand Wales, &c. 
— 20, for Henden, read Heydon, 
— 41, after above, a comma. 
ow 3, for him, infert Cardinal Fleury. 
the letter dated July 23-——Aug. 3, fhould precede that dated Aug. 12, 261. 
— 15, after will, infert be. 
~~ 8, for of, read to. 
— 5 from bottom, after will, infert be. 
~~ 12 from bottom, for Jetter, read Jatter. 
— 133 after unpunifhed, a comma? 
—- 9, for thence, read hence. 
-—- 4 from bottom, after oppofition, infert whe. 
-- 18, for George the Firf#, read George the Second. 
o- 12, for count, read counte/s, line 13, for Dr. read don. 


Anno 
1700 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1706 
1704 


1708 
1710 


[lz | 


CONTENTS 


TO 


VOLUME THE SECOND. 


PERIOD THE FIRST. 


To the Acceflion of George the Firft. 


Aug. 8. 
Nov. 16. 
Feb, 28. 
O&. 28. 
O&, 12. 
May 13. 
Feb, 12. 
May 19. 
June 22. 
April 24. 





April 29. 
May 9. 
May 11. 





1700 to 1714. 





Francis Hare to Robert Walpole a. 

Francis Hare to Robert Walpole a. 

Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole «a. 

James Stanhope to Robert Walpole a. 

Spencer Compton to Robert Walpole a. 

Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole a. 

Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole a. 

Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole a. 

Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a. a. 

Duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. 

Duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. 

Duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. 

Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough . 

Robert Walpole to the duké of Marlborough a. d. 

Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough 4. @. 
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Page Period I. 
1 1700to17 148 
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4 
ib, 
5 
6 
7 

C 
r 
iz 
16, 
13 
014 


1s 
1710 


x CONTENTS. 


Period II,*- Anno Page 
#714to1720.1710 May 21, bert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough ad. 16 
erin June 2. tie duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. a Ig 

—— May 29. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. rane 19 
woe June 3. Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough 4d. ome 20 
wees fune 12, The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. — 21 
The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. ; —— 2? 

—— June 6, Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a. , a ibe 
—— ‘Juneig. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. — 23 
—— June 2. Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a, d. — 24 
—— June 6. Robert Walpole to “the duke of Marlborough a. d. were 25 
w— June 23. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. —— 26 
~—— June 24. Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. ——ene ib. 
omeee June 25, Sir Richard Temple to Robert Walpole a. ae 27 
ome June 27. Robert Walpole to lord Townfhkend a. d. mee 28 
a—— June 30. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. — 30 
w—— july 1. Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. — ib. 
——~ July 5. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a, — 3 
some Aug. 11, The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. eee ib, 
a—- «Aug. 12. Horace Walpole to Rubert Walpole 7. <a 32 
w— Aug. 18. Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. ———e 76, 
—— Aug. 26. Lord ‘Townfhend to general Stanhope a. ——— 34 
w— Aug. 28. Thecduke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. _— ib. 
——~ Sept. 18. The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. —— id, 
1711 Jan. 23. Secretary St. John to ——- Drummond c. ewe 35 
Secretary St. John to —-—~ Drummond c. — 36 
April 27. Secretary St. John to ——- Drummond c. — 39 

171g Aug. 7. The earl of Clarendon to fecretary Bromley a, —e 4 
w—— Aug. 15. The earl of Clarendon to fecretary Bromley a. — 3 


Anfwer of queen Anne to the memorial of their ele€toral highnefles ¢. 45 








PERIOD THE SECOND. 


From the Acceflion of George I. to the South Sea Scheme. 





1714 to 1720. 


Anno Page 
1752 Sept. 21. Horace Walpole to the Rev. Henry Etough a, — 47 
17%4 Nov. 8. Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a, *.- ~ erent 49 
1716 Jan. 26. Lord Townfhend to Horace Walpole /: ene 50 


1716 


CONTENTS | xd 
Anno Poge “Period It: 








1716 March 17. Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole a," —) 511714001720, 
A May 19 — Lord Townfhend to Bernfdorf . rent 1B, v 
a—~ July 24. The earl of Sunderland to fecretary Stanhope a. — 54 
w——- July 28. Stephen Poyntz to fecretary Stanhope a. ee 55 
—— Jaly 31. Stephen Poynt® to fecretary Stanhope a. a, —— 57 
—— Aug. 10." Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. — 58 
wmme Aug. 18, Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. ee 6s 
o——- Aprilio. Lord Townhhend to Horace Walpole a. — 6z 
— Aprilzo. Mr. Moyle to Horace Walpole a. , ems tb. 
ew—— April 26. Mr. Moyle to Horace Walpole a. % —_— ib, 
w-—— Aug. 20. Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. eee 64 
———~ Aug.z1. Stephen Poyntz to fecretary Stanhope a. ds ——— &5 
wee Aug. 24. Secretary Stanhope to fecretiry Methuen c. —— 67 
we Atte. 28. Stephen Poyntz to fecretawy Stanhope a. ds ee 72 
w—— Sept. tr. Stephen Poyntz to fecretary Stanhope a. d. — 7 
— Sept. 10. Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. ne 77 
———~ Sept. 8. Secretary Stanhope to Stephen Poyntz a. ———w 79 
m——— Sept. 19. Secretary Stanhope to Stephen Poyntz a. d. S eenemmanad 80 
woe Sept. 27. Stephen Poyntz to ferretary Stanhope 4.4. —_——— Sz 
w=—-- Sept. z5. Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend a. —— By. 
w—— Sept. 29. Secretary Stanhope to lord Townthend ———— 86 
—— O&. 4. Lord Townfhend to fecretary Stanhope a. ene ib. 
— Lord Townfhend to fecretary Stanhope /. ee 87 
e——~ O8. 6. Stephen Poyntz to fecretary Stanhope a, _— go 
— Lord Townfhend to fecretary Stanhope 4. —m gz 
w-——~ O8&. 9. Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a, ee 93 
wn Ot. 5. Stephen Poyntz to Horace Walpole a. ome 97 
eee OC. 6. Secretary Stanhope to Horace Walpole / — 98 
woes «OE. 8B. Secretary Stanhope to fecretary Methuen cy oo 100 
wom OC. 9. Secretary Stanhope to lord Townihend /. —— lor 
a 2 oO, ‘to. Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz a. ——w 102 
—~ * Oct. 14. Horace Walpole to lord Townfhend a. —_— 103 
ome OK. 16. Horace Walpole to lord Townfhend a. —— 106 
—— Of. 17. Horace Walpole to fecretary Stanhope ae ne ib. 
weer OC, 16. Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend —_— 108 
woe Ott. 20. Horace Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a, —_—— 110 
ae eee «= Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz a. —_— it 
emmet commen Stephen Poyntz to Horace Walpole a. _—— alz 
we—— O€t, 23. Lord Townfhend to fecretary Stanhope / a 113 
owm— O08. 27. Lord 'Townhhend to fecretary Stanhope /- ——— 1g 
wwe OG. 26. The earl of Sunderland to lord Townfhend a ~——— 120 
e—- Nov. 2. ‘ Lord Townthead to fecretary Stanhope 4. een ibe 
wee Nov.6. Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend a, —— 124 
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1716 
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Nov, 11. 
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Nov. 22. 





Nov. 17. 
Nov. 23. 
Dec. 8. 
Dec. 15. 








Dec, 22. 





Dec. 23. 











CONTENTS. 


Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend 2. 
The carl of Sunderland to lord Townthend 4. 
Lord Townfhend to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Lord Townfhend to the King a. 

Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope %. 
TFiorace Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
H6race Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
Horace Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend 4. 
Secretary Stanhopt to Robert Walpole 
Secretary Stanhope to Robert Walpole  d. 
Lord Townshend to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Lord Townthend to the Kisg a, 

Secretary Methuen to fecretasy Stahhope a. 
Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Horace Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. 
The duke of Somerfet to the earl of lay a. 
Thomas Bicrewon to Charles Stanhope a 
Charles Stanhope to Thomas Brereton a. 
Secretary Stanhope to Robert Walpole d. 
Secretary Stanhope to Robert Walpole. 
Secretary Stanhope to fecretary Methuen 4. 
M. de Slingelandt to lord Townfhend / 
Lord Townfhend to M, Slingelandt d. 
Robert Walpole to fecretary Stanhope a. 
Secretary Stanhope to Robert Walpole c. 


Baron de Waffenaar Duvenvoirde to lord Townfhend 
Baron de Waffenaar Duvenvoirde to lord Townfhend 


Secretary Stanhope to lord Townfhend a. 
Horace Walpole to the Rev. H. Etough a. 


Letters and Papers relating to the Peerage Bill. 


March 10. Lord Middleton to lord Montjoy a. @. 


Dec. 14. 
June 12. 
June 26, 


Memorandum on the peerage bill a, 
Lord Middleton to Thomas Brodrick a. 
Lord Middleton to Thomag Brodrick a. 
Lord Middleton to Thomas Brodrick a. 
Memorandum by lord Middleton a. 
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Correfpondence dhd Papers pringpally relating to the South Sea Ad. 


Jan. 24. 
Feb, 22 
May 7. 

July 8. 

July 12. 
July 14. 
July 15. 
Sept. 13, 
Sept. 27. 
O&, a1. 
O&. 13. 
Nov. 1. 

Nov. 20. 
Nov. 24. 





Dec. 1o.. 


Dec. 13. 
Dec. 22, 
Jan. 19. 
Feb. 4. 

March 7. 
Maréh 9. 


March 11. 
March 16. 


April 22. 
May 24. 
June 10, 
Feb. 2. 


May 29, 
Aug. 4. 
Aug: 15. 


CONTENTS. 


PERIOD THE THIRD. 
Flom the South Sea A 


1720 to 1727. 


Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to ford Middleton 
William Pulteney to Daniel Pulteney 


a 
e 
R. 
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Secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope a. 
Secretary Craggsto earl Staghope a. 


Sccretafy Craggs to Daniel, Pulteney 


ae 


Secretary Craggs to-earl Stanhope a. 


Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a. 
Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a. 
Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a. 
William Pulteney to Daniel Pulteney 
Drummond to Daniel Pulteney a. 
Mr. Eckerfal to Daniel Pulteney a. 
Robert Walpole to the King a. @. 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Mddleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas @rodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 


Saint John Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 


Mr. Aiflabie to Robert Walpole a. 


a. 
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ae 


a 
a. 
a. 
a. 
a 
a. 
ae 

"a. 
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Letters and Papers relating to Atterbury. 


Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole 
Bifhop Atterbury to Robert Walpole 
Robert Walpoie to bithop Atterbury 
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Period III. 
1720104727, 


& to the Death of George the Fir 


xiv 
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1732 


1727 
1728 
1727 
1728 
1727 


1728 
1729 
1728 
1729 
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CONTENTS. 


Aug. 18. Bifhop Atterbury to Robert Walpole a. 


Dec. 


4. 


Atterbury’s proofs that fir Robert Walpole intended to bring) in the 


pretender a.d. 


i 


Page 
225 


226 


Atterbury endeavours to prove that fir Robert Walpule is tottering a. d. 229 


Bithop Atterbury to Mr. Digconfon c¢., . 


Dec. 14.6. Bifhop Atterbury to Mr. Taylor a. 


March 3. 
May 11. 


Jan. 


Jan. 2. 


Feb. 
May 


Dec. 
Dec. 


Qe 
8. 
2. 


3e 


June 24. 


Sept. 
April 25. 
Sept. 26. 
April 25. 


Correfpondence of Robert Walpole with Lord Townfhend and others. 


Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub , a. 
Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub a. 


April 19. 


26. 


July 18. 
July 16. 
july 28. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct, 
Oe. 
oe. 
oa. 
oa, 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


li. 
30. 


5. 
3. 


30. 


8. 


2U. 
25. 


Ze 


12. 


22, 

28 
29. 
6. 


15. 
27. 


William Morice to bifhop Atterbury 4 


Examination of William Morrice /. 
Mr, Delafaye to earl Waldegrave a. 


Mr. Delafaye to earl Waldegrave a, 

Walliam ,Moricé go bifhop Atterbury a. 
William Morice to bifhop Atterbury~ a. 
William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 


William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 


The duchefs of Buckingham to Mrs. Morice 


Mrs. Morice to the duchefs of Buckingham a. 
William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 


William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 


William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 
William Morice to bifhop Atterbury a. 


« : 
Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole c. 


Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole c. 


* Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend cc. 


Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub a. 
Robert Walpole tp lord Townfhend c. 

Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole ¢. 


" Lord Townhhend to Robert Walpole a. 


Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Lord Townthend to Robert Walpole ¢. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 


Lord Townfhend to Robert Walpole c. 


Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. 
Lord Townthend to Robe#t Walpole c, 
Lord Townthend to the duke of Newcaitle. cs 
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234 
235 
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241 

ib, 
242 
244 
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251 


266 


270 
274 
279 
280 
283 
285 
286 
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CONTENTS. xv 


Anno Page Period JIT. 





72 Nov, 30. Robert Walpole to lord Townthend a. ne 2g 1720101787. 
Lord Townfhend to the King @. —_——— 298 
w—- Dec. 5. Lord Townhhend to Robert Walpole. ¢. an 293 
1724 April 1. Lord-Townhhend go the duke of Grafton a. tec scan 295 
—— Aprit2z. Lord Townthend to the duke of Grafton —~—. 296 
Lord Townthend tothe King d. —— ibe 
Letters between Count Broglio and the King us France. 
1724 July 6, ° Count Broglio to the king of France 7, = ——- 300 


a~— july to, Count Broglio to the king of Irance ¢, ——- 301 
wmome July zo,. Count Broglio to the king of France 7, —_— 302 
1724 July 18 The king of France to count Bfoglio ¢. — 504 
July 44. Count Broglio to the king of@rance 1. —_—— 306 

eluly 27. Count Broglio to the king of France t. ———e ide 


ie 


Papers and Tsetters principally relating to Bolingbroke. 


1715 May 10. _Intelligeuve sefpecting lurd Bolingbroke ame 307 
1716 March 3. Earl of Stair to Horace Walpole a. _ ib. 
w—— Sept, 13. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham ae ——s 308 
—— Sept. 15. Lord Townthend to fecretary Stanhope 4. ——— 310 
1723 June 28. Lord Bolingbroke to lord Townfhend c. me gun 
w—— July 20, Lord Townfhend to lord Bolinggroke c.  aaememe ib. 
we Sept. 57. Lord Bolingbroke to lord Townthend  c. — 312 
w-— Dec. 17. Lord Bolingbroke, probably to Jord Harcourt a. —_— 313 
women Dec. 28. Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Harcourt a —— 313 
w-—~ Dec, 29. Lord Bolingbroke to lord Townfhend a, menace 317 
Lord Bolingbroke to Horace Walpole a, ne 318 

1723 Dec. 30% Lord Bolingbroke to lord Harcourt a. renee id, 
; Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townfacend @. ——— 349 

4724 Jan. 12. Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Harcourt a, ———ee 321 
From lord Bolingbroke a. — 324 

Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townflend a. ————= 325 

1724 Feb. 3. Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townshend a. ——— 427 
— April z. Lord Townthend to Horace Walpole a. — 328 
ewes Ott. 24. . Lord Bolingbroke to the duke of Newcaftle ¢. —— 329 
Lady Bolingbroke to lord Townfhend a. ——e 330 

1724 May 22. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham a, a ib, 
4726 Feb. 6, = Lord Bolingbroke to &r William Wyndham a. ae 33! 
=———- Jan. 30. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham 4. — 332 
3735 Nov. 29. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham a, —_— 333 
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xvi 
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Page 

Jan. 5. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham =a. oes 335 
Feb, 20. Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham a. aes é 338 
O&. 30. Lord Bolingbroke to lord chancellor Hardwicke @. =e 342 
Nov. 12. Lord Bolingbroke to lord Hardwicke . a. — 343 
Sept. 13. Etough’s minutes of a converfation with fir Robert Walpole 4, 344 

L&iters and Papers relating to Wood’s Patent. 

Jan. 24. Duke gf Graftgn to the archbifhop of Dublin d. 346 
Aug. 22. | Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole —e_ 347 
Aug. 31. Robert Walpole to the duke of Grafton a. —_——— 348 
Sept. 24. Duke of Grafton to lord, Townfhend a. — 349 
Nov. 1. Duke of Newcaftle to lord Townfhend a. . nee ib, 
Dec. 19. Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole a. _—_— 352 
Dec. 26. Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole a. — 358 
Jan. 7. Lord Carteret to the duke of Grafton —— 363 
Sept. 1. Robert Walpole to the duke of Newcaftle ——— ib. 
O&. 17. Mr. J. Porter to the lords juitices of Ireland ¢. —— 265 
O&. 31. Lord Carteret to the duke of Newcaftle  c. — ib. 
O&. 21. Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend c. se 367 
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PERIOD THE FIRST. 
To the Acceffion of George thé Firtt; 
1700—1714. 





1700. 
Serene RE 
FRANCIS HARE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Congratulates himegp his marriage. 
DEAR BOB, . Auguft 8, 2700, 
OUR brother communicated to me the news you fent him laft night, . Period I. 
I condoled dpon the occafion, told him he muft now lay afide all ee 


thoughts of being elder brother, and that he had nothing left but to ftudy 1700, 


this pot. Deareft Bob, for my own part I have fo much defired to fee this 


. What he has to fay in anfwer to your news he tells me you fhall hear Grtord 
apers, 


day, efpecially fince I faw H. Bland, that I cannot but take the firft opportu~ 
nity to give you joy. There is no friend I wih better to, none, for whom I 
fhould be more concerned for their doing that well, on which their happincfs 
{6 much depends. Dear Bob, though I am a ftranger both to the perfon and 
charaéter of your lady, I dare truft your judgment in the choice you have 
made, and therefore heartily congratulate your conclufion of this affair, and 
_wifh you all the joy that a lady agrecable to yourfelf can give you; and then 


* Afterwards bifhop of Chichefter. 
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Period Tf. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


I am fure I can wifh you nothing more: if I were to draw your lady’s pic- 


S7COtOI7I4 Fee by your own, I fhould have before me fo many good qualities, as muft 


1700. 


Orford 
Papers. 


nee !s make her very agreeable and you very happy. But I muft not#y a 
long letter fteal from your lady the minutes which you have made her’s. Tis 
odds but this finds you either with her or thinking of her, and a long letter 
would only be a Jong interruption, therefore I fhall add nothing further, but 
to wifh you all-in one word, wifh you may be as hapfpy in your lady as fhe 
will be in you. Tehefe are, Dear Bob, the fincereft wifhes of your very affec- 
tionate, &c. 

D. B. You will pardon the hafte of this, and conclude, that if I had been 
lefs a friend, I fhould have written with more care. 


FRANCIS HARE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Condoles with him on the death of his father.—Hopes he will anfwer the 
expceétations of his friends. 
DEAR 'SIR, ’ November 16, 1700. 

[ Hope with this you receive your brother fafe aftet a tedious and melancholy 

journey ; and defire you would let him’ come back as foon as you can, his 
abfence being at prefent very inconvenient for him. I fhould upon this occa 
fion fuggeft fach confiderations as might alleviate the fence of your great lofs; 
but the very little time I have had fince I heard it is run away in thinking 
whether I fhould write or no. The refpe& due to your father’s memory, 
and the great affeftion I owe to and“fave for yourfelf make me not know how 
not to write; and yet the trouble and affli€tion this finds you undcr, for the 
lofs of fo neat and dear a friend, which your good nature J am fure gives you 
a very tender fence of, makes me think writing but an interruption, and un- 
reafonable. Give me leave, Dear Bob, at leaft to fay thus much, that the firft 
reflection this news gave me was, that you had a great deal more ‘reafon to be 
glad it did not happen fooner, than you have to be forry that it has happened 
now, which added to the long expe&ations and apprehenfions you have been a 
great while ufed to, together with the very little comfort he had in living, or 
was cver like to have, thefe confiderations I think will very much abate the 
tendereft fence of your beft nature for the lofs of the deareft friend. Dear 
Bob, I cant forbear putting you in mind how many eyes you have now upon 


"you, and there is no greater, happinefs I can wifh you than to anfwer the ex~ 


pe@tations you have raifed in thofe that know you ; I with pleafure reckon 
myfelf in that number, and defire you would always believe to be with the 
greatelt fincerity, &c. 

HORACE 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 





1702. 





HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Mentions the difcontents among che fellows of St. Fohn's college, on hts feconde 
ing the motion for abjuring the pretended prince of Wages. 
DEAR BROTHER, February 28, 170f—-2. 
O fooner had I enquired whether I fhould be expelléd for Raying fo 
long, but I was told that you would be excommunigated ; for the mafter, 


tutor, pupils, fophs, batchelors, and all that are non-jurors of St. John’s, or 


all that are as bad as non-jurors, are refolved to iffue a bull againft you, for 
fpeeching it againft them, and their little dapper king the other fide of the 
water :-{ore fay you moved, but’ no one feconded you, others that you 
movgd but the {peaker reprimanded you, with a long fpeech in commendation 
of Dr. G—r. But I am told that Mr. H—d’s account is, that you vehe. 
mently inveighed againft Dr. G—r, that though mafter of a college he never 
took the oaths himfelfe, and tolerated thirty-five non-jurors fellows of the 
college. As foon as I recovered myfelfe from this violent attack, and with a 
mouthfull of fweet air was refreflied from the flrong jacobiticall blaft, I an. 
fwered, I was fure my brother would never be afhamed to own out of the 
houfe, what he had fpoke within, efpecially in fupporting this government, 
and removing all obftacles againft it, tha®there was no need of fathering lies 
upon him, for I believe he had fayd truth enough to doo the non-juror’s 
bufinefs ; that you feconded the motion for their taking the oath of abjura- 
tion, and it paft without oppofition at all; and laftly affur’d ’em, this houfe 
of commons was no whet{tone for jacobiticall teeth, and therefore they might 
bark long enough without biting; and by a late* inftance their ftrength 
proved fo weak in this Univerfity that all the’ cou’d fay or doe, wou'd 
make ’em no dangergus enemics to any but themfelves, and fo left ’em to 
confider whether they could not fwallow an oath for excluding a fiétitious 
prince, ana popifh fuperftition hereafter, as well as they coud lies and 
fcandall again{t thofe that arc for maintaining the prefent lawfull king and the 
proteftant religion, and I believe they are not better fatislyed with my defence 
of you than they were before with Mr. H—d’s accufation, 


* He alludes to the election of Henry Boyle, who was chofen member for the Univerfity in 
eppofition to the tories and jacobites, 
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Period I. = Poor John Willis begins to grudge the thanks he gave you, for -refigning, 
gooey for by this oath of abjuration’ you are going to undo the kindnefs you did 
* him before, but I am apt to believe his golden fellowfhip will prove a fuflagient 

vehicle for fuch a bitter pz/l, 





1703. 


eemetaremecencacesintl 
JAMES STANHOPE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Preffes him, in the name of his friends, to attend parliament. 


; DEAR SIR, London, Oftober, 28, 1703. - 
3703. EVERAL of your friends having heard that you doe not defign to come 
Orford up till Chriftmas, I am commiflioned by a full committee of them to ex- 


se da poftulate with you if it be fo. My lord Hartington, lord Halifax, Mr. 


Smith, and lord Sunderland, are particularly folicitous about it, and doe 

think that for what concerns the publick, you had as good not come &t all. 

Having thus told you their opinions, I do not fuppofe any thing I can fay. 
from myfelf will be of any weight; byt you will eafily believe that I fhould 

be very gladd both on the publick and my own account, to have your good 
company for the little time I fhall have to be amongft you, and I fancy we 

fhall have fome fport before the king of Spaint can fail. My lord Corn- 

wallis has promifed us to ufe his intereft to fend you to us. Your brother 

Shorter {eems very well pleafed with his defigned expedition. Pray give my 

moft humble fervice to your lady, and believe that I am with great fincerity 

dear W. your moft affectionate, &c. 





1704. 


eens F 
SPENCER COMPTONY TO ROBERT WALPOLKk. 


Report that Harley is to quit the chair.—Strongly preffes him to attend 
parliament. 
OGober 12, 17041 
1704, Not having heard from you fince I writ laft, I was in hopes to have feen 
Pe. you in town by this time ; if a letter would not be tov great a trouble, I 
© Afterwards earl Stanhope. 
‘t The archduke Charles, afterwards emperor, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 
inoppofition to Philip, duke of Anjou, whom Louis XIV. fupported. 
t Afterwards fir Spencer Compton, fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and earl of Wil- 
mington. 


Should 
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fhrould be glad to know whether you defign to be in town at the opening of the 
fefions. Jt is now reported afrelh that Mr. Harley will quit the chair, and 
that ge court will fet up the follicitour, but that the other tories will try for 
Mr. Bromley ; I do not know whether you will think this conteft worth your 
attendance, but fure fome good may be {truck out of this divifion. Lord 


& 


Perjod.¥.. 
L700 LO 171A, - 
mina ditenmeadl 


Hartington continues ill of the gout, and Mr. Smith has a-defluxion on his” 


eyes, and if Mr. Walpple fhould be aljent, the aa whigs muft lofe any ad- 
vantage that may offer itfelf, for want of a leader. I hope sherefore you will 
not difapoint your friends, who all defire your company, but none with more 
earneftnefs and fincerity than, &c. 


I 706. 





ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE.* 

Supfofes the fiege of Barcelona to be raifed.—Reports of changes in the admini~ 
ftration not authenticatgd.—The commiffioners for the union with Scotland 
principally all whigs.—-Will probably agree in a [cheme to be laid before the 
parliament. 

DEAR HORACE, May the rgth, 1706, . 
Received your letter from Lifbon, and likewife yours fecond from 
Gibraltar. I take this opportunity of writing to you by Mr. Tinback, who 

I hope will find his excellency upon duty in Barcelona, which we take for 


1706, 


Stanhope 
Papers. 


granted is relieved by the filence of all the French letters that have come by the: 


three laft mails, butt have yett noe particulars.—-The wine for the duke of 
Somerfet, &c. is come fafe, and proves very good. I fhall drink your good 
health in it, and wifh you all the good fucccfle imaginable. 

I am. butt juft returned from Norfolk, and found the town full of expe&a- 
tions of alterations and removes: butt there has»been nothing done, except 
fir J. Bland turned out and fucceeded by fir W. St. Laintin in the revenue 
of Ireland.—-I fuppofe you have heard of the commiffion of an union with 
Scotland : ‘tis altogether conftituted of whigs, lords, and commoners; lord 
Somers, lord Wharton, lord Townfend, &c.; the fpeaker, lord Harting~ 
ton, Mr. Boyle, &c.; one and thirty for each nation. They meet daily, and 
are very buly. What propofitions are on foot is a great fecrett, butt they 


* Horatio, afterwards lord Walpole, was at this period private fecretary.to James, afterwards 
earl Stanhope, embaffador to the archduke Charles, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 


who was then engaged in defending Barcelona, p 
feem 
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feem to think the commiffioners of both nations will certainly agree in a fcheme 


$700 101714. be laid before the two parliaments. 


1707. 
Stanhope 
Papers. 


Lord Hallifax is gone over to Hanover to prefent the garter to the young 
prince, the al for the naturalization of the princels Sophia, andthe Regency-a&. 
—My brother Gal.* continues ftill upon the Lynn itation, where he finds the 
{weet that tempts him to continue there, contrary to my opinion : ’tis not yet 
known whither fir Cloudefly Shovel goes ; but an expedition feems refolved 
upon, with a body of land forces on board to be commanded by myt..... 
who has his commiffion already ; butt I fyppofe . . . . . of this defign waits 


‘the fate of Barcelona. 1 fhall be mightily glad to fee your next dated from 


Barcelona. Give a thoufand fervices to his excellency. Methinks it would 
read very well to fee Madrid at the top of a Jetter. When I know where to 
write to you I fhall fend you the occurrencys of this placc, as what pafles 
among you will be very acceptable to, Dear Brother, &c. 





1707. 
———r 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 

Proceedings in the houfe of commons fince his depaviure.—Lord Rivers’s ex 
pedition.——Scotch unsun.—-Continuance of ihe bank. 
DEAR HORACE, February 12, 1706-=7, 

Take this opportunity to’give you_a fhort account of our proccedings fince 
you left us. All things were very quiett in parliament till the Chrifimas 
holidays, but the cabals of that recefle produced frefh’ play: the firfl attack 
was in the committce of fupply, where a demand was made for-nine hundied 
and odd thoufand pounds advanced to the duke of Savoy and prince Eugenes 
expended on my lord Rivers’s expedition over and above the fupplics given 


the laft feffion of parliament ; they carried this foe far that they moved a cen- 


fure upon the miniftry for it; it was a long and warm debate, and upon the 
divifion we carried it in favour of the fervice, 211 againft 105. There has- 
little happeaed fince very materiall till the Scotch union came before us; they 
debated it at firft and {poke direftly againft the firft article of the union, but 
could make nothing of it, foe that we proceeded through all the articles in 


“ Galfridus, third furviving brother. «* He was captain of the Lion.in queen Anne’s wars, 
and was attacked by five French ships on the coaft of Italy againft three Englifh, two of which 


’ deferted him, but his own he brought off after fighting bravely, and having his arm fhot off.” 


des Walpolianz, p- 43. 
$ Words torn off,—probably, lord Rivers, 
the 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. ’ 


the comittee, which were yefterday reported, and agreed to in the houfe with. Period f. 
out any amendments, and a bill ordered for the ratification of ‘the articles. anion 
There came a bill from the lords for the fecurity of the church upon the | 
union; this afforded new matter of debate. The enemy would have amended 
the bill, in which the whole defign was to refle&t upon the archbifhop ot 
bifhops who drew. the bill, but we would admitt of noe alterations. The 
divifion was 208, 167, tlfat I hope now we fhall hear noe more of the church, 
having pafled that bill without any amendement. We afe going this day 
into the comittee of ways and moans, when the continuance of the bank - 
will be the fubje& of debate ; it will mect all the oppofition the party is able 
to make, but by our former fucceffe I queftion not but we fhal! get this over. 
This will be good news for his excellency, for bank-ftock will rife at leaft 
twenty per cent. and Croply John will make the moft of it. There has been 
noe alteration or remove fince you left England, nor doc I hear of any fuch 
difcourfe. ; 
I hope your mafter® is better fatisfied fince your arrival] than I hear he 
has been. I underftand the tenor of all his late Jetters has been to- defire 
leave to come home ; 1 have nothing to doe nor am 1 proper to advife him, 
but I cannot but think, fince the government fhows fuch a difpofition to 
make him eafy in all things reafonable, it will not look altogether foe well, 
for him to quitt a fervice he is foe far engaged in, contrary to the fenfe of all 
his friends, but this is nothing to me. 
I cannot tell what reception you have mett with from your great generall ; 
I hear he has expreffed himfelf very familiarly with you and your mafter in 
fome of his letters, and very ill returned the tenderneffe and caution that you 
fhowed in regard to him. I heartily wih his excellency and you all profpe- 
rity and fucceffe, and am with the greateft fincerity yours moft affectionate] yg, 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Apologifes for not writing fooner, on account of his fifler’s marriage.—Parliae 
mentary proceedings.——Changes in the fubordinate offices of government. 
DEAR HORACE, London, May 19, 1707, 
Received both your letters from Valentia, and muft afk your pardon if I 1707- 
have miffed any opportunities of writing to you, becaufe I have been Stanhope 
thefe two months in Norfolk, from whence I bave but juft retuned. My Pest 
‘ flay there was chiefly owing to a match that is now concluded betwixt my 


General Stanhope. 
filter 
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Gifter Sufan and Mr. Hamond’s fon; the terms were too confiderable I 


4700 017"4" thought to be refufed. He fetthes 250]. per annum, in land, after his deceafe, 


4ool. per annum for prefent maintenance for the young people, who are to 
have my fifter’s fortune for their own ufe, and he gives thein 500/, more to 
begin the world with, and promifes 5000/. mre in money. 

I think all is well, the writings are drawing, and I believe they will be 


married in a fortnight, and I hope in, God we {hall be able to difpofe of poor 


Dolly* very weld too. 

There has been a great deal to doe here in my abfence occafioned by a 
tuddén and unufualf prorogation of the parliament upon account of a bill 
the commons fent up to the lords in relation to frauds carrying on in Scott- 
land by importing prohibited goods, which after the union were to be re~ 
Janded in England; the lords would notepaffe the bill, nor would they rejeé& 
it, but hoped by a prorogation to give the commons an opportunity to recant, 
and bring in another bill that might not infring upon the union, as they ap- 
prehended this did, but the commons were ftubbgrn and fent them the fame 
bill again; that the queen was forced atelaft to interpofe and determine the 
difpute by putting an end to the parliament. The feverall particulars of this 
matter are toa long for a letter, and I muft refer you to his excellency the 
bearer, to refine upon this fubje&t. The chief and few alterations that have 
been are, Topham has the record-office in the Tower; Mr. Compton is 
treafurer to the prince ; lord Windfor and his brother are-both turned out, 


~. ‘and that regiment is given to colonel Mafham, who, it is faid, is to take Mr. 


Hill along with it; lord Stamford, lord Herbert,t Mr. Poultney, and Mr, 
Monéton, are commiffioners of trade, which is all that I can think of at 


_ prefent. Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, is dead; the widow is all in peices with the 


duke of Leeds and lady Ann, that the noble colonel} does not know which 
fide to take. Dear Horace, I wifh you all health and happineffe, and be 


affured you have a very mindfull and faithfull fervant here. 


: Dorothy, fecond fifter of fir Robert Walpole, who afterwards married lord Townfhend. 


.t OF Cherbury. { Horatio Walpole, uncle of fir Robert Walpole, who married 
lady Ann Ofborne, daughter to the duke of Leeds, ; 


This 
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1708. 





This correfpondence between Walpole, while he was {ccretary at war, and 
the duke of Marlborough, is preferved among the Walpole papers at 
Wolterton. The letters from the duke of Marlborough wre all originals, 
and written with Bis own hand. Thofe from Walpole are draughts, moft 
of them are in his‘own hand writing ;* and all are éndorfed by himfelf, 
“ Copy of my letters to the duke of Marlborough,” 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Fuftifies himfelf againft a report, that he had declared a regiment had been 
given to colonel Fones, through the recommendation of Harley. 
MY LORD, june 22, 1708. 


[ Hore your grace will excufe the liberty I am now taking to trouble you 

with a long ftory, wherein, as I cannot but think your grace is in fome 
meafure concerned, foe I take nfyfelf to be more than ordinarily obliged to 
give you a true relation of what, without doubt, you will hear from other 
hands. 

The giving colonel Lillington’s regiment to colonel Jones has occafioned 
much difcourfe in town; and people in accounting for his intereft to obtain 
it, have chiefly in the coffee-houfes attributed it to Mr. Harley. I under- 
ftand your grace wrote a letter to your brother Mr. George Churchill, 
whercin you intimated fomething of this nature. Your grace beft knows 
what you wrote, and what ufe you defigned fhould be made of it; but Mr. 
Churchill, as he confefled himfelf to me, fhowed your ictter both to the 
guecn and,the prince; told them that I had wrote your grace word, that Mr. 
Harley had recommended colonel Jones to thé prince ; and told the queen 
that I recommended him, which I fuppofe he wrote your grace word of too. 
He farther added to the queen and prince that I had given this report all 
over the town, and that Jones obtained this regiment by Mr. Harley's in. 
tereft, Her majefty and the prince refented this very highly, infoemuch that 
the queen {poke to my lord treafirer about it, who was foe kind as to lett me 
know it, that I might have an opportunity of clearing myfelf. How it came 
to be faid, that I had given your grace any fuch account I know not ; for the 
fact I muft refer to my letter to you of the firft inflant. But here your 
grace will give me leave to obferve, that’as I think it my duty to give your” 
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. Period I.- grace an account of all tranfa@tions in the army affairs that paffe here, foe I 
X7ONtOI7I4., - ; ; 
aM 7 hope, I am not t be called upon to anfwer to the queen and prince for every 


thing that I write to your grace. If 1 then had had any grounds to fufpe€t 


‘this recommendation, I had certainly mentioned it to you, as I doe every 


thing which I think can give you the leaft light igto what is docing : Tn wnat 
circum{tances L¢hen had bcen when I was forced to produce a copy of my 
letter to the queen, I leave it to you to determine, who, € am confident will 


- never encourage a pra€tife that will bring any body into trouble for a faithful 


difcharge of their duty to you. . 

As for’my recommending Jones to this poft, I fhall only fay, I never heard 
of the man’s name, and knew not that there was fuch an officer in the army ; 
and the prince has done me the jultice to tell the queen, I am clear of this: 
though I fuppofe the chicf ufe of this part bf the ftory, was to make your 


‘grace think I had done a thing of this confequence without your grace’s 


knowledge or direétion; not but that I believe Mr. Churchill thought ‘it 
would found well with the queen, and much for my- advantage, that I had 
recommended a colonel to the prince, and 4fterwards fathered it upon Mr. 

Harley. 
To prove that I had reported about town, that this commiffion was ob~ 
tained by Mr. Harley’s intercft, Mr. Churchill himfelf told me the ftory 
thus: that upon receiving your graces’s letter, he fent Mr. William Churchill 
to Mr. Hopkins to defire this commiffien might be ftopped, where in difcourfe 
betwixt them two, Hopkins fhould fay, that Mr. Harley’s intereft had pros 
cured this commiffion, and quoted me for his authority, which your brother 
faith, W. Churchill telling him, he could not forbear acquainting the queen 
an@prince with it, and the queen immediatcly declared, fhe would take notice 
of this: upon which Mr. Churchill defired her majefty to fay a little, till he 
fhould be more exaétly informed ; and thereupon, he faith, he fent Mr. W. 
Churchill a fecond time to Mr. Hopkins to be more particular with him, 
When upon W. Churchill’s telling Hopkins that the prince had heard this 
report and was angry ; Elopkins replied, Walpole muft anfwer it, for he told 
itme. This is the fubfance of what your brother did acknowledge he had 
tald the queen.. When I had heard all this I looked out Mr. Hopkins, who 
went immediately with me to your brother’s houfe (W. Churchill being then 
out of town) and there declared to his face, that I was never named in the — 
converfation betwixt him and W; Churchill; and had thé good fortune to 
Save Mr. Craggs by at the fecond nieeting meftioned, who declared the fame 
. thing, 
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thing, and both of them gave me leave to ufe their names to the queen upon 
this occafion. I went dire@ly to Kenfington, and made my complaint of this 
urufual treatment both to the queen and to the prince. I produced a copy 
of my letter to your grace, and told them the whole as I have now related it; 
and they were both pleafd to fay they were fully fatisfied. Since W. 
Churchill is come to town, who folemnly protefts, that he wever named me 
to G. Churchill, not Hopkins to him, and has given me leave to declare this 
to the queen and prince, which I fhall doe the firft opportunity. Now I have 
given your grace a plain account of this very extraordinary tranla@ion, I 
fhall avoid making any refle€tion upon it: for I am with the greatelt relpceé 
imaginable, &c. 
trmeteieneemilt 
1710. 
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Forces the lines of Douay.—Confiders it as a fortunate circumflance that the. 
French did not bravely defend them.—Dcfires to have the commiffions fore. 


warded foon. 
SIR, April the 2gth, r7z0, 


OU will fee by the letters from the army, as well as thofe from Holand, 

the fuccefs it has pleafed God to blefs us with, I may affure you it is 
gone much fafter than we did propofe to ourfelves; for if thay had, which 
we did with reafon expeét, defended their lines even with the troops thay’ had, 
it muft have coft us many thoufand lives. The next day we obliged the 
marifchal Villars to abandon the river Scarp, which other ways would have 
obliged us to have. taken our march by Arras, which by want of provifion 
and forage muft have proved very troublefome; but God be praifed wee 
have invefted Douay, and as foon as the canon arrives fhall attack it with 
vigor.—-As this ts I think likely to be a very aftive campagne, I think it 
for her majefty’s fer¥ce that the officers may be incorag’d; 1 have mark'd 
the datcs in my-letter to the queen, from whence I beg fhe will be pleas’d to 


1710, 


Walpole 
Papers. 


allow the promotions ; you will receive her majefty’s commands, and as foon, 


as poffible fend over the commiffions for the officers of this army, the reft 
may be difpatched afterwardes, fo that you fhou’d fend me the names of all 
that will be promoted, 


C% . EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Enclofes a copy of his letter to the quern. 

SIR: April the 2gth, 1770. 

Tue enclos’d letter is what you will read to the queen. 

The copie of the queen’s letter. 

MADAME, 
S God has been pleas’d to blefs your majefty’s armes with the fuccefs. of 
paflmg the line, and invefting of Douay fo early in the yeare, we mutt 
expe& in this campagne a great deal of a€tion, fo that I think it abfolutely 
neceffary for your fervice that al the afficers fhou’d be incorag’d as much as 
poffible, and that thofe officers who have not the advantage of aQtually ferving 
in the field may have no reafon to complain, but on the contrary, to be fen- 


fible of your favour, I wou’d umbly defire you wou’d allow of my direétihg 


Mr. Walpole to lay before you, for your orders the names of all fuch major- 
generals as have their commiffions dat’d in the yeare 1708~9, and fuch bri- 
gadiers as are dat’d in the year 1706-7, and all the colonels dat’d 1705, may 
have their regular promotions, by which you will do juftice to the merit of 
many officers, who will chearfully ventur their lives for your fervice. ; 

You muft let no body know that I fend you this copie, fo that you muft 
defire the queen that fhe will be pleas’d to give you the dates in her letter, 

I have this moment received yours of the 4th, and I am entirely of your 
opinion, that Hobart and Ferrars muft be added to the number of brigadiers, 
as well as colonel Sutton. This muft be done, but not take notice of at this 
time to the queen. 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Without date or fignature, but endorfed “ Duke of Marlborough ; received: 
April 28, 0. §. 1710.” 

Expreffes himfelf highly diffatisfied with the queen’s condutl, and if he only con~ 
fulted his own inclination, defirous of refigning. 

For yourfelf only. 


J 4™ extreamly obliged to you for the account you give of the quecn’s 
prefent temper, which I believe to-be fuch, that if I confidered onely.my~ 
{olf 
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felf, I wou’d not ferve one minut longer. I fend you by this poft a cypher® Period I. 
for fome few names, that you may yearafter write with freedome. My letter sbinay 
by thts poft is write fo as you may read it to the queen. I having follow’d ° 

your advice as to Mr. Mafhame, it would be unjuft not to put lord North in 

this promotion, fo that you mult lett me have a comiffion for him. 


e COPY OF A LETTER FROM 
ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MAR] BOROUGH. 


He has laid the lift of thé promotwns before the queen, who flrongly intere/is 
herfeif in favour of colonel Hill and colonel Majfham.—Advi/es the duke not 
to oppofe her inclination.—Congratulates him on his fucce/fes. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, April 18-—29, 1710. 
Have the honour of your Gracé's commands of the 24th inflant, and was 171% 
ygfterday with the queen to receive her commands about the promotion. wekee 
Shce ordered me to lay before her the lifts of fuch as were defigned forthis —“P"%* 
promotion, which I juft now carry'd to her majefty. By what your grace 
wrdte to me formerly I took it for’ granted that you defigned the promotion 
of lieutenants generall fhould go no further than fir Richard Temple and lord 
Stair, which I acquainted the queen with, 
As for the brigadecrs, your letter is general] tu all whofe commiffions are 
dated in 1706-7, and there being no difpute about thofe of the latter end of 
‘that promotion, and fome of them as Sybourgh and Rellum ferving with your 
grace, I prefume you meant all thofe fhould be made majors generall, altho’ 
you once faid you defigned the promotion fhould go no further than Evans. 
As to the collonells, your letter to the queen faith all collonells dated in 
1705. I doapprehend that will carry that promotion much further than you 
defigned, if all are to be made brigadcers whofe commiffions are dated in any 
part of the year 1705; and your grace haveing ih a former letter to me faid 
you defign’d it fhould go no further than the 25th March, 1705. ‘I told the 
queen I thought that was your fence now, altho’ exprefs’d in generall; Shee 
mentioned cutlonel Hill to me, whofe commiffion is dated in 1705 ; I told her 
there was no hardfhipp-to him when the promotion ftop’d fhort of him, and ‘to 


* As this cypher is mifling, I have endeavoured to fupply it as far a3 I was able to difcover 
the key. In moft inftances I have fucceeded ; in a.few where I have failed, the explanation is 
omitted. It appears that in a few inftances two cyphers are made ule of to fignify the fame 
perfon; as 239 and 42, for the queen 5, 210 and 39, for Marlborough ; and 38, and probably 


20g, for Godolphin. 
take 
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take in the whole year would make ita very great promotion, and more than 
what I thought your grace defign’d; fhe did not infift upon this but ordered 
me to write to your grace to know how farr you did defign.this promotion. 
But upon the lifts of collonells fhe was very ready about the affair of collonel 
Mafham, and afked me how many more waquld be affeéted with che order 
about brevatts befides him ; I told her Sutton, Hebert, and Ferrars. She was 
of opinion at firft they fhould all be made brigadeers,‘ut I prevailed with her 
to let me write to your grace firft, and have your opinion about it, which fhe 
confented to, but I believe i is determined already, and as I apprehended faid 
fhee ‘would write to'you about it. Your grace has already hinted to me your 
thoughts about the other three gentlemen, and when he will be the fingle in- 


. ftance, and what I am affraid would be overruled, 1 am humbly of opinion ’tis 
not worth difputing, efpecially now it is put in this method to come from your 


grace ; ; fo that I fhall ftop all the commiffions that are not to be fent to your 
grace till I hear from you again, and the commifbons of thofe gentlemen who 
have the honour to ferve under your grace fhall forthwith be difpatched and 
fent over to you. Inclofed is the lift ofthofe whofe commiliions will be-now 


difpatched.. I hope I have not miftaken your grace’s fence in this affair, 


wherein I am fure I have made no willfull mittake. 
It was an infinite fatisfaétion to me to hear of your grace on the right fide of 


_ the Scarp. Pray God for ever bicfs and preferve you, ‘and make your enne- 


mys at home fall before you, as faft as they fly from you abroad, I am with the 


' greateft duty, truth, and fidelity, &c. 


"710. 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
Acquaints him with the queen's earneft defires that Mrs, Mafham’s: brother 
Should be made a brigadier, and with the fatisfattion expreffed eas the queen 

at Marlborough’s compliance in favor of Mr. Mafham. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, April 28,—May 9, 1710. 
HEN I firft waited on the queen about the promotion fhee ordered me 
to leave with her a lift of the colonels, and the dates of their commif- 
ons. Sincc I had the honour to trouble you laft 239 [the queen] fent for 
me, and aftcr a great deal of preamble. and beating about the bufh faid, that 
fhee had been confidering the letter fhee had from your grace, and the letter 
you wrote to 209, [Godolphin] wherein you expreffed yourfelf defirous to 
encourage all the officers that were in fervice with you, and your letter being 
for the whole year 1705 ; fhee was_of opinion it was proper to make all the 
colonels 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


colonels of that year brigadecrs. 1 told her I was fatisfyd you had no fuch 
defigns, as that would extend to fo many in your army, that I thought it 
might eaufe great confufion and difficultys about command in a confederate 
army, arid ufed all the arguments I was able to, dilwade from this Rep without 
confulting your grace; and upan the whole made fuch objeétions, that thee 
caine to name 256’s (Mrs. Mafham’s} brother again; and after.J had dile 
waded her from giving f&ch dircétions without your advice, fhee commanded 
me to write you word that fhee did defire 256's-[Mrs, Matham’s] brother 
might be made a brigadicr now, but did not infif! upon it, if you had any 
objcftions. Shee obferved that the promotion came within one of him, and 
within fix weeks of the date of bis commiffion; and tho’ fhe twice faid 
fhe did not infift upon. it, fhe oftner faid fhe defired it might be done by 
adding colonel Gore and him to the ‘promotions, and to let it flop there. I 
dare not advife in this cafe, whether your grace fhould comply, or by giving 
plaulible reafons that relate to your own fervice abroad put it off till the end 
of the campaign, If one could be affured that it would end here, and this 
honour extend only to the fervice of*one family, perhaps it were advifcable to 
be once more cafy ; butif it is to go on, a flop at fome time mult be putt to 
it; 239 [the queen] exprefs’d all the deference in the world to the opinion of 
210 [Marlborough] and told me, that great application had betn made her 
for lord Mordaunt’s regiment, but fhe would not meddle. 

1 have juft new read your letter of the sth of May, to 239 [the queen} 
and never faw more fatisfaCtion than was exprefs’d: at your compliance 
upon the laff account; your grace is beft judge what inference is to be 
made from that, and whether if there are not to be many inftances, it may 
not help to make things eafy. But in this, as in all other matters, your 
grace’s opiniog and commands fhalt be my fole. guide, for ’tis your fervice 
that I have moft at heart. ‘ 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
Mr. Mafham returns thanks for his promotion.—Complaints of the duke of 


Ormond fhewn to be unfounded. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, May aeam33, 1930, 


SINCE I had the honour to trouble your grace laft, colonel 256 [Mafham] 
was with me to thank me for his promotion, and exprefled himfelf very 
fenceable of his obligation to 210 ( Marlborough], and faid as much on that oc- 
cafion a$ he had words, to exprefs, and if 1 am not miftaken 239 [the queen] is 
not a little pleas’d that there was no difficulty made on that occafion. * * ** # 
When 
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When I laft waited upon 239 [the queen], fhe told me that 33 [the 


Woes duke of Ormond] had complained that due regard was not fhewn to him 


1710. | 
Walpole 
Papers. 


here in England, as general of the horfe, and particularly that your bumble 
fervant 273 [Walpole] did fend the quecn’s orders to the captain of gran- 
nadiers to condu& money toe Portfmouth, &c, without taking notice of him, 
and did defise'that no orders might be given to any of the horfe here in 
England but by himfelf, and that all the routs and mharching orders and ap- 
pointments of quarters might be under his dire&tion. I told 239 [the queen] 
that thefe affairs were in the fame method that they had been for ninetcen 
years; which appears by the office books, and that I did apprehend this would 
be to give 33 [duke of Ormond] a power or command here which would be 
entirely new, upon which 239 [the queen] agreed it fhould remain upon the 
old foot. But I am fully fatisfy’d this was an inftance of trying their ftrength 
and putting one of their own people upon a better foot in the army.—I under- 
ftand that brigadier Poultny writes to your grace this night ‘about his’ being 
made a major-general, which I conceive he is not to be, haveing fold out of 
the army; I muft obferve to your grace‘that he gives himfelf great airs, and 
talks of doing his bufinefs by 28 (the duke of Shrewfbury] if he is refufed. 
I thought it proper you fhould know this, but I would not do him a pre. 
judice.—Lord Wharton is gone for Ireland; he has gott his commiffion for 
the regiment of dragoons in Ireland, 209 [Godolphin] was privy and con- 
fenting to this.. I am ever, my lord, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


The queen infified ‘on Mrs. Mafham’s brother, colonel Hill, being made a brim 
gadier, and ordered that the commiffion fhould be made out and fent over 
to the army, but was, prevasled upon by his reprefentations fo fujpend her 
orders until an anfwer came from the duke.— Hints that he has offended the 
duche/s of Marlborough for the advice he gave in regard to Mrs. Mafham’s 
brother, and is apprehenfive of being expofed to her refentment. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, May the tama, 1710. 
ESTERDA‘Y 239 [the queen] fent for me, ‘and after fume little matters 
of noe ,confequence told me upon confideration, fhe was of opinion, that 


‘the promotion of general] officers ftopping where it did within one of 256’s 


[Mrs. Mafham’s] brother, it would be thought by all the world, that this was 
done in particular prejudice to him; order’d me therefore to notifie her 
pleafure to her fecretary of fate for three more commiffions of brigadiers, 

viz. 
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viz. Gore, Hill, Honywood, and faid fhe wou'd then fign all the other general Period I. 
officers’ commiffions, that they might be fent together by this night’s poft. I pene 
beg’d leave to remind her of the commands fhe had already given me to 1749» 
write to your grace, that fhe did defire coll. Hill might be made a brigadier, but 
did not infift upon it, if you had any obje&tions to it, and reprefented what 
furprife it muft be to you after that to have ‘comimiffions of brigadiers in 
your own army, fent gver without waiting your anfwer. I réprefented in 
the -ftrongeft terms J was able, the mortification fuch a ftep muft be to your 
grace, the unreafonableneffe of doing any thing difagrecable to you in the 
army, and the ill confequence that muft attend the leflening of your credit 
or authority in the army, and faid a great deal more than can come within the 
compaffe of a letter, or is proper for me to repeat, and did at laft, but with the 
greateft difficulty, prevail with her not to order thofe three commiffions untill 
fhe heard your grace’s opinion in anfwer to my letter. She told meat the 
fame time fhe would fi fign none of the other commiffions. till then, and did 
confeffe to me, that fhe had ftopt them with this view, but afterwards upon 
a more mature recolleftion, and after I had faid a ‘great deal to her 
upon the fubje&, fhe commanded me ftri€tly not to tell any body, and 
in particular not to lett you know that fhe flopt the commiffions upon 
this. account, but would have it thought as it hitherto has been, that the 
delay was accidentall. I have told you now in fhort the fubflance of a con- 
verfation which lafted above half an hour, and beg leave to obferve to your 
grace, that to me *twas very plain that Honywood was now named as a blind, 
that it might not feem to be a particular regard to 256, [Mrs. Mafham] but 
Honywood I am fure will not be infifted upon, if the other is complyed with. 
I am likewife too much afraid, lett your anfwer be what it will, that I fhall 
have pofitive orders to do it, or that noe other commiffions will be figned ull, 
‘this is doné; I believe too a great deal of this proceeds from the imper- 
tinence of 13 (the duke of Somerfet] who thinks*himfelf Honywood’s patron, 
and the reafons and arguments that 239 [the queen] was inftruétéd with, were 
fuch, that noebody but one who was both g2 and gg could fuggeft. “There 
was a great ftreffe putt upon the appearance, that it muft be thought that 
the ftop was made here with a particular prejudice. 
And now, my lord, that I have reprefented this matter as clearly to you 
as I am able, 1 dare not venture to give you my opinion, and pardon me, if I 
think with great reafon I fay, I dare not, when I find I am already fufpefed 
by 240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] for what I wrote to you about the 
VOL. Il, PART II. >” affair 
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affair of coll. 256 [Mafham] and I fhall be in a very unhappy circumftance, 
;if I venture to fay that to 239 [the queen] which perhaps few fervants you 


: have would have done, and at'the fame time fhall be thought to a&a’ trimming 


game. I gave you my opinion as an honeft and faithfull fervant of your's, 
and did confult three or four people here, that are, I am confident, your 
fureft friends, who from the very higheft did all agree in the opinicn I then 
gave, which Proceeded entirely. from a due regard to ygur honour and fervice, 


and nothing elfe has the leaft influence upon my thoughts and a€tions, and as 


my obligations to"240 [the duchefs of Marlborough j are foe infinite, that 1 
would dye rather than defervedly loofe htr good opinion, foe I beg, if my 
judgement may fometimes lead me to think, what is not altogether agrecable 
to her, you will not expofe me to her refentment, if you doe not diftruft 
my fincerity, which believe me you never fall have reafon to doe, for lam 
with all poffible truth, &c. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorfed lord Marlborough, received May 26, 'O. S. 


Expreffes his concern at the uneafine/s hewn by the duche/s of Marlborough. — 
Mentions her true efteem for Mr. Walpole.—Is diffatisfied with the queen’s 

behaviour, and imputes it to the fuggeftions of Harley and the duke of 
Somerfet.—Wifhes to retire—but will be guided by the whigs. 

Sir, Junc 2, 1710, N.S, 
Was fo tier’d and fleepy, that I cou’d not return you my thanks by 
the laft poft for your two letters of the sth and gth, I have fince 

receiv’d the favour of yours of the 12th, and am extremely concern’d 
at the uneafinefs you: mention of 40 [duchefs of Marlborough] I know 


‘they have a trew vallu and cftime for 273 [Walpole] I defire you wilt 


continue writting with ffregdome, and be affur’d that from hence forward, 
no body living fhall be acquainted with what you write. The account you 
give mee- of the converfation you have had with 42 [the queen] concerning 
the commiffions for the general officers gives me fo mallincolly a vew that will 
not only make me incapable of fuccefs, but wilt at laft make it impafhible 
for me with honour to ferve. I wou’d not be miftaken, and if Iam you will 


- be beft able to fett me right, I do not think that 42 [the queen) does this in 


order to make me quit, but I believe 13 [the duke of Somerfet] and 199 
{Harley} can have no other intention in making 42 {the queen] give me 
fuch fenfible mortifycations, “but dn order to make me quit, and to make 

their 
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their court by itt to 256 [Mrs. Mafham] when ever 39 [Marlborough} 
is independant of 91, 256 (Mrs. Mafham] will not find their account by 
fuch a&ftep; if I were to advife 39 [Marlborough] it fhou'd be to follow his 
own inclinations of retiring, as foon as wee have peace, but as he has refolv’d 
never to depart from the treweintireft of 89 [the whigs) fo he will take no 
refulution for his own condu&, but in conjunétion with them : ‘F do beg and 
cSnjure you to takeméthing unkindly df.240 (the duchefs of Marlborough} 
for they are fincerely honeft to what you with ; you will fee’ by the accounts 
by this poft that the marifhall de Villars intentions werg to have attack’d us 
laft Friday, but feeing the advantagious fituation of our army, I beleive he 
has laid: afide all thoughts of fighting, til after this fiege, I am and ever 
’ fhall be moft faithfully. . 


DHE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Gives his reafons for defiring to limit the number of promotions.—Boafls of 
the unanimity of the allied army as the effeét of his management.—Expreffes 
his readinefs to receive marfhal Villars, /hould he attack them. 


SIR, Camp before Douay, May agth, 1710. 


SINCE my laft I have receiy’d the favour of yours of the 28th, and I de- 
fire you will with my humble duty acquaint her majefty from mee, that 
the trew reafon for my reftraining the promotions of brigadiers to the 25th 
of March, was not only from the numbers and confufion it muft have occa- 
fion’d amongeft the quecn’s fubje€ts, but alfo have given great difatisfattion 
to all the forainers, this army being eompos’d of eight diffirent nations, and 
next to,the blefling of God, we owe all our fuccefs to our unanimity, which 
has been hethertao,.as if in reallity we were but one nation, fo that I beg her 
majefly will be pieas’d to allowe of its ftoping ‘at the 25th of March; and as 
foon as a promotion can be made with any coullor of reafon, I fhall be {ure 
to. take care of thofe mention’d by the queen. Wee are in expeétation of 
feeing how far the wwrifhal de Villars will put his threats into execution, we 
have marked camps on etch-fide of the town, fo that we fhall be ready to 
receive him either on the plains of Lenz, or thofe of Bouchain; we hope 
thefe eafterly winds may keep the grafe and corn fo backwarde, that he will 
not be able to find forage for his army til towardes the end of this month, 
til which time we have provid’d dry forage for ours, fo that we fhall have 
DZ given 
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thought impoffible, I have told general Merideth that he fhall have lord 
Mordant’s ridgment, and I am indeavouring to fetle the mind of the féveral: 
officcrs which pretend to his, fo as that it may be difpos’d of as may give 
moft fatisfa€tion, as foon as I can fetle it,» 1 fhall give her majefty an 
account of the whole, and at the fame time defire the commiffion for fir 
Richard Temple for the dragoons. ,I defire you will Affure the queen, that th 
this, and all my d€tions, her intireft fhall be my chiefelt vew. I am with 
truth. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 


Prevails on the queen to wait for an anfwer from the duke of Marlborough, 
before fhe confers rank on Mr. Hill.—Informs him that fhe is in a better 
humour.—Advifes the duke to confent to the queen’s wifhes, but in fuch a 
manner as not to difguft the foreign officers. 


MY LORD, Whitchall, May the 23d——_June 3, 17106 


J Have the honour of your grace’s commands of the 1gth inftant, which, 

having been out of town all laft week, I had noe opportunity to read to 
239 [the queen] till this morning, and cannot but fay this matter ended a 
little better than I expefted. 273 [Walpole] took all the pains he was able 
to bring it to the moft eafy iffue, and after a great deal of converfation and 
arguing too long for the compaffe of a letter. 42 [the queen'] has confented 
to wait for your anfwer to my ‘etter of the 12th inft.; I believe indeed 


- chiefly in hopes that your grace will upon that reprefentation comply with 


what is defired. think it is but juft to acquaint y.ou, that 42 [the, queen] 
was upon this occafion in a great deal better temper than when this matter 
was difcours’d of before, and tho’ fhe feem’d then determined to doe it with. 
out any regard to 39 [Marlborough] the ftile to-day was very much alter’d, 
and at the fame time it was eafy to difcover the greateft defire for the thing, 
and yett noe little unwillingneffe to doe it without the approbation of 210 
{Marlborough] foe much that I am confident that if 210 [Marlborough] did 
come into any expedient to accommodate this matter, it would give great 
fatisfa@tion to 42 [the queen}. Now, my lord, the cheif difficulty you were 
pleafed to mention being in regard to the foreigners, fuppofe you complyed 
foe far, as to confent to this commilflion, but not to be produced or made ufe 

of 
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of till the end of the campaign, in the mean time to be fent to your grace to 
be delivered when you thought proper, this I am fure would fatishe and 
pleaf@more than a little. 

I have acquainted 209 [Godolphin] with all that hath paffed, who tells me, 
he is ertirely of opinion, that the matter fhould be made ealy, and has, as I 
apprehended, wrote you word foe, and it being now more than probable from 
a great many circumftafices that if 239-(the qucen } was made eafy about 256 
[Mrs. Mafham] a great many difficulties would be remov'd, your grace is 
beft judge whether any advantage may be made of this inftance. 13 [the duke 
of Somerfet] is more impertinent than ever, and I have endlefle trouble in 
preventing his follies in little things in the army. 


THE, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Endorfcd lord Marlborough, received June 4, O. S. 1710. 
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Expreffes his inclination to fatisfy the queen about colonel Hill’s commiffion.— 


The French threaten a ners Uhes feces to the queen's arms. 
SIR, June therzth, 17105 

SINCE my laft wee have received three poftes from England, amongeft 
which I have had the favour of yours of the 23d. The, inclination the 
queen fhowes for the having Mr. Hill a brigadicr, makes me defire that you 
will affure her majefty that I fhall not onely in this, but in every thing that 
may be in my power, cndeavour to make her eafy, fo that as foon as this cam- 
pagne is end’d, I fhall at my firft arrivall order it fo that his commiffion may be 
fign’d without prejudice to her fervice, or mortefycation to her faithfull fer. 
vant; the marifhall de Villars continues dayly to affure his generals that if 
there be no peace, the king has refolved to decide the fate of Europe by a bat- 
ale irr thefe. plains ; a battel at a diftance is cafy! ty refolv’d and order’d, but 
when two fuch armies as confift at leaft of above one hundred and thorty thou- 
fand men etch fhall bein prefence, the moft determined courage will be un- 
eafy till the event of fo great an a€lion be known; the great God which has 


hetherto bleficd her majefty’s armes, will I hope give his prote€tion to our’ 


jutt caufe. 
} defire you will fpeake to the queen that orders may be given for fir 
Richard Temple’s commiffion for the ridgment of dragoons. Iam, &c. 
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THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Without date, but endorfed “ received June 5, 1710, O. S.” 


Uneafy at the fi fituation of affairs;—will not at but with the advice of his friends. 
For yourtclf., 


] Am fo vory uneafy at the humour and temper that is now in the court, 

that I dare not truft my own judgentent, fearing I night hurt my friends, fo 
that I defire you'will fhow my letter* which comes at the fame time with this 
to 6 ; Sunderland] and that he will advife with our friends, for however un- 
eafy itt may be to mee, Iam defirous you fhou'd give in anfwere to 42 [the 
qucen] what they fhall relolve upon concerning 256 [Mrs. Mafham’s] bro- 
ther ; if they approve of my Ictter, you muft then read it to 42 [the qucen]. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 


The queen defires that the commiffion may be made out for colonel Hill, and _fent 
to the duke of Marlborough to be delivered at the end of the campaign—will 
write herfelf to the duke on that fubjett.—Walpole advies with Godolphin 
‘and Sunderland.—Is kindly received by the duche/s of Marlborough. 


MY LORD, | Whitehall, May 26,—-June 6, 1710. 

I Was this day honoured with your gracc’s commands of the ed of June in 

which 39 [Marlborough] having given noe opinion as to the affair of 
256’s [Mrs. Mafham’s] brother; 273 [Walpole] was at a loffe what meafures 
to take, in which he thought noe body foe proper to be confulted as 38 
{Godolphin} who was of opinion that 42 [the queen] fhould be told that 3g 
[Marlborough] feem’d by his letter under great mortifications that any body 
fhould have power enough with 42 [the queen] to impofe any ‘thing in the 
army difagrecable to him; but however 273 [Walpole] was of opinion that 
210 [Marlborough] did expeé this would be dune. 239 [the queen] upon this’ 
imediately afk’d for the letter which was not proper to be produc’d, but 273 
[Walpole] explain’d what be thought was the fenfe of 39 [Marlborough] 42 
{the queen) was not a little at a lofle what to doe and feemed both unwilling to 
comply, or deny; at laft defired it might be done, but in the fofteft manner 
that was poffible. The comiffion is therefore to be taken out by 273 [ Walpole} 
and {ent over to 210 [Marlborongh] to be deliver’d at the end of the campaigne 


© This letters mifling. 
or 
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or when he fhall think fit. 42 [the qucen] promifed to write this night to Period I. 
4 : U7OOLON7 146 
39 [Marlborough] to affure him that noe mortification was meant to him; (25 
and I wpuft fay that in this, and the laft conference, there feem’d a great ftrug- - 3710. 
gle betwixt the defire of doeing the thing, and not putting a mortification upon 
39 [ Marlborough]. 
I hope I have not err’d in this matter, wherein I have work’d 42 ithe queen] 
to a better manner of doging it, than wag at firft determin'd, and not haveing 
any pofliuve dircétions from 39 [Marlborough] I confulted 38 [Godolphin] 
6 [Sunderland] 274 and 185 [Craggs] who all thought the difpute was beft 
to be ended in this manner, 
The commiffions will now be all fign’d and I believe fent over to your grace 
together next poft. 273 [Walpole] has had the honour to wait upon 240 
[the duchels of Marlborough} and hopes he has given full fatislagiion. I have 
noe comands from your grace about Pulteney and Biflett, I find they both 
think tis left entirely to me; I beg your grace’s direétions what you would 
have done, for which I fhall wait. 
I wilh your grace all poffible fucceffe and glory, altho’ your enemies may 
chance to reap the fruits of the great fervices which you doe your country, 
and which nde body clic could doe. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Propofes if colone! Hill's commiffion fhould not come to declare him a brigadier, 
to fhew his forwardne/s in obiiying the queen.— French have repaffed ihe Scarp, 
and feem to decline a baithle—wifhes for peace. 
SIR, June the 19, 1730, 
EE received the day before ycfterday the two mailles of the 26th and Walpole 
goth of the laft month, by which you acquaint me with her majelty's weapon 
pleafure as to coll. Hills comiffion, I fhall expeét it by the next polt, but 
if itt fhou’d net then come, I intend to fend for coll. Hil, and declare him 
brigadier, fo that I may the better fhow my forwardnefs, in executing what 
it fo earneftly defir’d by the queen; you will fee by the letters of this poft, 
that the French have repafs’d the Scarp, by which I have been oblig’d to 
repafe the Scarp alfo with the army [ command, that of prince Eugene con 
tinues behind the entrenchement, the duke of Berwick is return’d to Paris, fo 
that I beleive their defigne of a battel is very much cool’d, thay having alfo 
fent 13 battalions into Bethun, and the ridgment of Allafle into Ypres; I 
have 
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Period I, have fo many reafons to with for peace, that you may be fure if a good oc- 

diced bay cafion offer’d, I fhould be glad to put a fpeedy end to this warr. by a battel, 

1710.- but J think France muft be madd if they venture it upon cquall terms, I am 
with truth, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Sends a commiffion for Mr. Hill.—Rumours prevatleéhat Sunderland is to be 
difmiffed.—Harley poffeffes the principal influence over the quecn.—Duke of 
Shrew/bury connefled with Mrs. Mafham and Harley. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, June-2d, 4730, 
Walpole [ Send you now undera cover by itfelf the commiffion that has caufed foe much 
a trouble, ’tis by order of 42 [the queen] that ’tis fent to 39 [ Marlborough} 

to be delivered when he fhall think fitt, 239 [the queen] ordered 273 [Wal- 

pole] to write this poft to 256’s [Mrs. Mafham’s] brother, and to lett him 
know that his commiffion was fent over and in the cuflody of 210 [Marlbo- 
to be delivered when it fhould be thought proper, to which effeét I now 
write. All the general officers commiflions are now fign’d, and will be fent 
over to Mr. Cardonnel as the agents take them out, your grace knows that all 
the It. generals are of one date, viz. January 1ft, that if you deffign otherwifs 
you will give the orders to Mr. Cardonnel before they are deliver’d ont. 

The town has been this week in a new ferment about alterations, and parti- 

cularly 6 [Sunderland] was on Wednefday pofitively faid to be out, your 

grace muft have better accounts of thefe things than I can give you, but ’it is 
plain to me from my obfervation that 199 [Harley] by 256 [Mrs. Mafham] 
has the cheif and allmoft fole influence upon 42 [the queen] 28 [Shrew{bury] 

is in with them, and when I fee it, I fhall believe that he differs with 199 

{ Harley] as much as he pretends, which I think is not much neither. In my 

poor opinion, there nevet was any thing of half the confequence as remove-~ 

ing 6 [Sunderland] ¢alk’d on foe long without fome induftry to obviate a blow 
that flrikes direétly at 89 [the whigs] and can fcarce be thought on without 
regard to 39 [Marlborough] to whom 273 [Walpole] has fuch infinite obli- 

gations and fuch a perfe&t honour for, that lett what will happen, that 210 

{Marlborough] fhall folely govern, and may entirely depend upon 273 

[Walpcle.] ’Tis impoffible to imagine the dragoons commiffion fhould be 

delay’d, till ’tis in other peoples power to give it. I fend coll. Hill’s letter 

with a flying feal for your grace’s perufall. Be pleafed to have it {cal’d and 


delivered when you have read it. 
ROBERT 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, Perjod I. 
Sons a ; A7octol7t4, 
Laments the fituation of affairsin England.—Hints that Sunderland will be mmpmuad 


difmiffed—and that no atlempts are made (o fave him—aid conjeftures that 474» 
his difmiffon will be followed by the difgrace of Godolphin and Marlborough. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, June 6th, 1710. 
Yefterday had the honour of your grate’s commands of the edinflant, which Walpole 
I communicated to thole you were pleafed to command me, and by their ad- aperes 
vicc, read it to 42 [the gucen]} who faid little to it, buat was cheifly follicitous 
to confider whither this letter was wrote before a letter from 239 [the quecn) 
1¢ 210 [Marlborough] was received, which *twas moft plain it was; but no- 
thing elie pafs’d worth your notice. IT have received orders to notifie for fir 
R. Temple’s commiffion, which was done without any thing being faid at all but 
a bare confent. 

I think our affairs here at home in a moft unaccountable fituation, 6 
[Sunderland] ’tis agreed by all is go be remov’d, and by none endeavoured to 
be fav’d. I don’t know what this means, but I am fure it mult end in the dif 
folution of this parliament, and in the diftru¢tion of 89 [whe whigs} and I 
wifh to God 3g (Marlborough} and 38 [Godolphin] can be fafe in thofe 
circumftances. 1 cannot tell whither you have been acquainted that 5 [So- 
mers} has wrote to 14 [Townfhend] to bring it about if he can, that 62 
fhould write to 65 [count Gallas} upon the reports that are abroad of 
the changes cxpefted here, and w reprefent the fatall confequences that 
may attend fuch a ftep, and how far 116 [the emperor] may be indac’d 
thercby io make an ill peace, this furcly muft make an impreffion upon 42 
[the queen] or at leaft leave fuch a weight upon thofe whofe advice is now 
taken, that* certainly 28 [the duke of Shrewfbury] is much alter’d, tf 143 
( Harley} can prevail with him who is at prefent the only viffible minifter to 
take fuch a ftep. 39 [Marlborough] is better advifed; but 273 [Walpole] is 
fully of Gpinion, that if be can conceive that 38 [Godolphin] is backward 
upon this occafion, too much cannot be faid to quicken him, and pardon an 
overzeal that thinks the faveing 6 [Sunderland] deferves the uttmott induftry, 
which alone can preferve 87 [the parliament} upon which 89 [the whigs] cn- 
tirely depend, and I am afraid 210 [Marlborough] has noe furer friend. But 
ictt what will happen, 273 [Walpole] is entirely devoted to his fervice, and 
will for ever be foe. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER - ; 
FROM THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorfed—« Received 28, 1710, 0. S, 


Expreffes his uneafine/s at the fituation of affairs in England.—Will agi in cor 
junition usth his friends.—Is of opinion that the meafures adopted will delay 
the conclufion of a peace. 

SIR, Tournay, June 23, 1710. 


Am now to thank you for yours of the 2d, and be affur’d I fhall always en~ 

deavour to delerve the continuance of your fricndfhipe. All the letters 
which gg [Marlborough] received by that poft, has given-hin fo mallencolly 
a profpeét of what he is to expeét from England, that he is very uneafy | in his 
mind; for he wou’d willing not take any rcfolution but fuch as might be 
judg’d right by his friends. If thefe new fkeemers are fond of a peace, they 
are not very dexterous; for moft certainly what is doing in England will be 
a great incoragement to France for the continuing the.warr. I fhould be 
glad to have 273 [Walpolc’s] opinion as to the behavior of 39 [Shrewfbury ]. 
I am and ever fhall be with truth your’s, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Thanks him in the name of lord Townfhend for his aecount of. the fituation of 
affairs.—Is convinced that the divifions at home affect the negociations for 
peace, and infufe a [pirit of haughtine/s into the French. 


DEARE BROTHER, ; Hague, June the aqth, 1710. 
HS excellency has had your’s of the sth inft.*, which came under cover 

to me, and was brought by coll. Clayton, and yefterday fir Nicholas 
Worlftcnhome delivered the cyphers, and his lordfhip defires you would ac. 
cept from me his thanks for the full tho’ moft melancholy account you have 
given him of affairs at home; I am fo far convinced that our divifions at 
home affcét to the greateft degree our negociations, that I believe they are 
the reafon why the French minifters will not fpeake to tie purpofe about 
peace, and of late feem very haughty; and I dont doubt will continue Io as 
long as the talk of a new minifter and anew parliament is on foot; cither of 
which, for the other muft neceffarily follow, will create the greateft confufion 


* This letter is miffing. 
among 
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among the allys, efpecially to intimidate this peopic who daily appear very in- 
quifitive, and apprchenfive of new meafures in England ; which would cer~ 


tainlw weaken the confidence they have in her majcfty, and cool their oppo- ° 


fition to France, and haften the peace on any terms. 

By letters that came laft night, we heare nothing more of 6 [Sunderland] 
fo that all things we hope continue as they were. What is delwed of 62 to 
65 [count Gallas] is donc, but 14 [Townfhend] to 200 [Mr. Boyle) is not 
thought proper, it might look too much concerted. But fhould 5 [Somers] 
and 11 [duke of Devonfhire} be. of opinion, that it is fill seeellahy 14 
[Townfhend] neither wants refolution nor inclination to doe i: in the flrongett 
manner, but for -the reafon mentioned. 39 [Marlborough] is to the Jatt 
degree uncafy; 48 [prince Eugene] is mightily affe@ted with it; and 62 very 
much alarmed. 


SIR RICHARD TEMPLE*® TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Expreffes his concern at the fituation of affairs.—Sufpeéts that jome of the 
whigs are ailing a double part.—Js grateful for obligations received. 
DEAR WALPOLE, Camp before Douay, Jone 25, 17106 
Can have but little fatisfaQion from the fuccefs of my own affairs when I 
think upon how precarious a foot all my friends ftand, I am fo much con. 
cern’d for you in particular, that I believe my unecafinels for you is more 
than you feel for yourfelf. If the rout is to be general amongft the whiggs, 
it will be better for us and ecafier borne than if it fall upon a part, where he 
that has the leaft honcfty will be fure to take care of one. It is a miferable 
thing that at this jun€ture when all at home and abroad is at ftake, that any 
one whigg fhould be fulpeéted of playing a double game; whether there are 
any fuch yout know better than we do here, but J think there bas been i 
much irrefolution difcover’ d that fome people will always be blam'd for want 
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of firmnefs if they efcape fo. Wee whiggs here are quite of another make, . 


and thofe that ought to judg the belt, think you have drawn this upon your- 
felves, by yous complyance from time to time; if you care to have me write 
more at large fend me fuch a charatter as you make ufe of to-write hither, 
but jet the numbers be different. ; 

So much for ratiocination; I am to thank you dear Walpole, for the 
friendly part you have taken to me, but my lord duke has been fo tender of 


Afterwards lord Cobham, 
E2 Macarte 
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Macartney, and has concern’d himfelf fo much for him, that nothing was left 
for me to doe, but to yield him the pas with as good a grace as I cou’d, and 


“to feem willingly to fubmit to what I wou’d fain have hinder’d: but it i@over 


and I fhall think no more of it, unlefs to remember the obligations I have to 
you in that and upon a thoufand other occafiors, which J know no other way 
of acknowledging but by the trivial aflurance of my being cver, dear Walpole, 
entirely yours, 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
s 


Confternation occafioned by the removal of Sunderland.—The remaining members 


Walpole 
Papers. 


of adminiftration are uniformly of opinion, that Marlborough and themfelves 
Should continue in their refpettjve pofls, with a view, if poffible, to prevent the 
diffolution of parliament.—The queen declares that no farther changes are 
intended, but gives no affurances that the parliament will not be diffolued.e 


MY LORD, - June 16ihee27, 1710. 


E arc all prefent under the greateft confternation at the removal of 6 
[Sunderland] which tho’ expe&ed when the blow was ftruck, gave the 
greateft alarm to all the town, and had immediately affe&ted the whole creditt, 
if a great deal ‘of pains had not been taken to quiett pcople’s minds by making 
them believe noe further changes would be made, which I think was quite 
neceflary to inflill into people’s minds, at leaft at prefent, till we can fee what 
further will be attempted, which, 1 frankly own to you is the opinion of 272 
[Walpole] will foon be explain’d, notwithftanding all that is faid to the 
contrary. 

14 [Townfhend] will have an account from other hands, that 1 [Orford] 4 
[Halifax] 5 [Somers] 11 [Devonfhire] 15 [Cowper] 17 [Newcafle] 38 
[Godolphin] 200 [H. Boyle] and all 8g [the whigs] were unanimoufly of 
opinion*, that 39 [Marlborough] muft goe on at prefent as well as themfelves, 
to fee what can be done, and in the firft place, to ufe all proper means to 
fave this 87 [Parliament] upon which all certainly depends. 

42 [the queen] has been foe fenfible of the ill confequences that threaten’d | 
upon the apprehenfions of further changes, that yefterday 17 [Newcaftle] 
~was ordered to carry the heads of the bank to 239 [the queen], when 239 [the 


© See their letter to the duke of Marlborough on this occafion, in The Conduct of the 
duchefs of Marlborough, p. 257, and in Tindal. 


queen] 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


quecn] affur'd them, there was not the leaft thoughts of making any further 
change in the miniftry, and defired them to fatisfie all their friends in this par- 
ticularg which has a little quieted the city. Now to give 14 [Townfhend] all 
the light that is poffible, 273 [Walpole] thinks this will ftand for nothing, 
becaufe 42 [the queen] avoided at the fame time declaring whither 87 [the 
parliament] fhould be diflolv’ d or not, and when 5 [Somers] 209 [Godol- 
phin] and 17 [Newcaftle] had occafion to touch upon that particilar, 42 [the 
queen] only faid, they were not yett detetmin’d in that point, which is a de- 
monftration that ’tis defign’d or under confideration, but they wait in ex- 
pe@tation of what may offer on the other fide of the water, and it has been 
faid that Michaclmas would be foon enough to diffolve 87 [the parliament] and 
the preventing that is the only point at prefent that is to be labour’d. 

I underftand that 65 [count Gallas} has had the fame affurances to fend to 
116 [the emperor] that were given to the bank, and that 200 [Mr. Boyle] has 
the fame orders to write to14 [Townfhend] but not one word of 87 [the 
parliament + but 38 [Godolphin] this morning bad 273 [Walpole] write to 
14) Townfhend] and give him a hint,to improve this opportunity when he fhould 
write his anfwer to 200 (Mr. Boyle] which was underftood might be in this 
manner, that 116 [the emperor] had heard (which is fuppoled to be un- 
doubtedly truc) that there were not only defigns of altering the miniftry 
in England, but tikewife of diffolvcing this parliament, what effe€s both thefe 
had upon the affairs abroad, and even upon the negotiations of peacc ; that after 
the fteps that had been taken, it was a great fatisfaGtion to 116 [the empcror] 
to have fuch affurances from 42 [the queen] upon the firft point, but if the 
other fhould happen, it would have the fame confequenccs, not only becaufe 
it mult end in the firft, but becaufe if 87 [the parliament] fhould be diffolved, 
that have been foe zealous for carrying on this war and obtaining a good 
peace, ‘the confederates would apprehend another 87 [parliament] would be 
of another complexion, and might be induced to accept of a feperate peace, 
or even comply with the terms of France; befides if the next 87 [parliament] 
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fhould be as good as this, there would be fo much time lo(t, before they | 


‘could mect and their refolutions known, that it might have the fame ill 
effeét. 

Thefe are but higts which 14 [Townfhend] docs not want, and will fett 
things in foe much a clearer light, that I ought to afk pardon for mentioning 
them, but it feems foe reafonable, that 14 [Townfhend] with 62 may 


reprefent this in fuch a manner to 65 [Gallas] and to 200 [Mr. Boyle] 
and 


“go 
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queen] to determine againft it, when your friends here are arm’d with fuch 
ftrong reafons, or at leaft putt 239 [the queen] under a neceffity of difcgvering 
what is refolv’d, for I prefume if any thing of ti:is nature comes from you, 
it will be put in fuch a manner, that fome anfwer muft be given for the fatis- 
faGtion of 116 [the emperor]. When I write thus freely by the common poft, 
I write urfder fome concern, and noe body but 38, [Godolphin] knows of 
my writing this to ‘you, but:for the better blind, I direét‘ it to Mr. Poynts, 
rather than to you or Horace, and if you would fend me a dire€tion to fome 
perfon, not of your own family, under whofe cover I might write to you 
upon thefe occafions, I think it would Nill be more fafe., 

I fhall be glad to have an account of the receipt of this, and of the wellfare 
of all your family, for noe body is more truely and fincercly, &c. | 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 
' Endorfed—** Lord Marlborough, June 30th, 1710, N.S. Received 28th, O. S."” 


Expelis the account of the removal of Sunderland.—Declares his refolution to 
adl according to the advice of his friends in England. 
‘SIR, June the goth, 1710, 

I Have this morning receiv’d the favour of yours of the 13th, by other letters 

alfo, I am prepar’d to receive very {peedily the difagreable news of the 
removall of 6. [Sunderland] Our friends on the fpot are beft able to judge 
what is moft proper to be done, and accordingly, I fhall govern myfelf. 
You will know by the lettcrs of this poft, that the garrifon marched out 
yelterday near five ‘Bowland men. J am with truth. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorfed— Brother Horace, July 1, 1710, N.S. Received June 28, 1710, O.S, 


The removal of Sunderland occafions as much conflernation in Holland as in 
England. 


Hague, July the rf, 1710, N.S. 

14 [Townfhend) was this morning favoured with one of the 16 from 273 
[Walpole], and returns him hjs thanks and complimeiits for the light he has 
received from it; the confternation that the removall of 6 [ Sunderland] oc- 
cafioned here, i is as great as it can poflibly be at London; particularly 62 and 

the 
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the m [minifter} of 51 [Hanover] who are both generally very cautious and 
referved on the account of party matters, are to the laft degree affe@ted with the 
uncertamty of affairs with you; I am told that 273 [Walpole) will be the firft 
facrifice of the commoners, but fincc he has lately got the betier of a very 
dangerous diforder in his natural] body, 1 hope he will work as well thro” 
the convulfions of the politick conftitutions. I think the beit way fog 273 
[Walpole] to write withnore fafety to #4 [Townfhend] is to fend his leuer 
fometimes under cover to dogétor Chamberlain, phyfician at his excellency’s, 
fometimes to Mr. Cole, chaplain, orto Mr. Poyntz, and nott feal it with his 
own feal, at leaft the cover ; you will acknowledge the receipt of this, and ac~ 
cept of the greatcft tranfports of joy for your recovery, from yours, &c. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Recommends the whigs to endeavour io prevail on the duke of Shrewfbury to 
ufe his influence, that the parliament fhould not be diffolved. 
SIR, Joliy the sth, reso. 
Have receiv’d your’s of 21 by coll, Panton, and I do agree intierly with 


you, that the intention of 28 {duke of Shrewfbury] and 199 (Harleyj is to . 


difmifs 87 [the parliame nt} but as I think the whole depends upon that, 39 
[Marlborough] is of opinion, notwithftanding the part 28 { Sbrew{bury } has 
a€ted towardes 6 [Sunderland], that 8g {the whigs} fhou’d if poffible take 


81. 


Period I. 
1FOOLO IFT ge 
Nama potash 


1710. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


meafures with 28 (Shrewfbury] for the prefervation of 87 the [parliament] . 


this is alfo my opinion and you may make ufe of itt to fuch of our friends as 
you fhall think proper, I write by this opertunity to 6 {Sunderland} to the 
fame ecffeét, fo that if he be ftill in the town, yee will be pleafed to confult 
with him,* I am,ever yours. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE., 
Defires to hear freely about the duke of Shrewfbury. 


SIR, Avgull a3, 3710, 


Have not write hardly to any body, being in hopes of having an account 


of Mr. Craggs being with you, but by my laft, letters of the aiff, I find he’ 


was net come nor news pf him, fo that I fhall be in pain til 1 hear he be fale, 
fearing fome accident at fez. As the fate’ of 87 [the parliament} muft before 


this be defided,’ we are very impatient of letters, and 39 [Marlborough] has 
: defired 


Walpole 
Papers. 
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2 Period I. defired of me, that he may hear freely from you, what 273 { Walpole] think 
up canbe may be rely’d upon; he means as to 38 [the duke of Shrewfbury]. I am 


“a7a0. with the greateft truth ever yours. 


. HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Neceffity of, procuring members if a new parliament Should be affembled.— 
Elettrefs Sophia and the cleétor alarmed at the proceedings in England. 
Auguft 12th, 1710. N.S. 
Walpole J Have now time to return you my thanks for your favour of the 18th paft ; 
Paperss “we have this afternoon received the letters from England of the 25th and 
28th, by which I had from 273 [Walpole] inclofed a printed paper of a 
letter from P—m [Petkum*] to B—s, but noe other letter or any other 
news, fo that I fuppofe things continue in the fame uncertainty they did as to 
87 [the parliament] and 89 [the whigs] tho’ I heare from other hands, that 
preparations are making on both fides for a new 87, [parliament] in«which 
cafe I believe 273 [Walpole] may have what he formerly defired as ufefui at 
fuch a jun@ture ; and fhould that happen 38 [Godolphin] and 210 [Marlbo. 
. rough] muft {pare no pains nor expence on fuch an occafion, and I think 
great power’ and a long purfe, fhould be put into the mighty hand of 18s, 
who I dare fay will make a prevailing jufe of it, and 274 muft reprefent to 
240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] that a penny fpent is twopence gott on 
fuch an occafion ; I am told from good hands, that 84 [tories] have lately 
made great addreffes to 51 [eleétrefs fophia] but without effeat, for 51 [fophia] 
52 [ele€tor] and all that houfe are very much alarmed at the late proceedings 
in England, and think it is time to look about them being apprehenfive of 54 ; 
and are almoft ready to declare for 89 [the whigs], 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOBE. 
Endorfed—* Brother Horace, Auguft 18, 1710, N.S.” 
Speculations on the probability of a diffolution of parliament, and on the effcd 
of meafures in England on the continent. 


DEAR BROTHER, . Hague, Auguft the 18th, 1710, N.S. 
Walpole (CAPTAIN Kennedy having promifed to deliver this to you with his own 
_ Papers, hand, I venture to acquaint you that what 273 [Walpole] formerly de- 


~ fired, relating to what paffed between 116 [the emperor] and 42 [the queen] . 
upon the removal of 6 [Sunderland] was fent by laff, polt under cover to 
T-——y, and the direétion to 273 [Walpole] was in'French,:with his name 





* Petkum, minifter to the duke of Holftein, . ~ falfe 
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falfe fpelt; to prevent fufpicion of the perfon that fent it; I defire to know Period I 


by the firft opportunity whether it came fafe to hand ; Jaft night we had letters 
from England dated the 4th, bat I was favoured with none from you by 
that occafion. It feems the diffolution of this parliament is (till ungertain; 
and I muft own I fhould nott ke much concerned at the misfortune of loofing 
fo good a houfe, fuppofing we could be affured that people’s weyes are fo, 
far opened, and the whfg intereft foe fteong 1 in the country as to be able to 
have a majority of the right fide by a new ele€tion; for altho’ the hazard 
might for the prefent make the publick creditt fall; yet a new return of good 
members would foon make it rife, and putt it upon a bétter foot, than I an 
afraid you will find it at the laft feflion of a dying parliament. For fince 
there muft be another chofen next fummer; the expeétations that the French 
have from-our civill broyls will make them defer fpeaking fincerely about 
peace, untill they fee what turn and effe& the new elc@tions will have in Eng- 
land, and the fame reafon will make people both at home and abroad very 
referved in lending their money to our government; whereas a guod new 
parliament will cutt off all hopes from France, and will be a great encourage- 
ment to the well intentioned to contribute their utmoft to fupport us. But 
this is fayd upon the fuppofition of having the greateft probability of a good 
‘parliament by a new choice. In the mean time I believe this people can be 
kept very ftcady to the honeft intereft of England, and to the common caufe, 
until they fee what the commons of Great Britain, are like to doe, but att all 
events, I hope our friends will be very carefull about coming to any bargains ; 
for the other fide who have all the power with 239 [the queen] will never 
make any advances for that end, untill they find they are nott able to fupport 
the violent meafures they had at firft concerted, fo that a compofition on our 
fide Ithink,can have no other effcét than to give the ennemy a prefent advan- 
tage, and divide the whigs, for the country whigs will always defire to act a 
free and independent part, and never care to be governed by the private in- 
trigues of g1 and will immediately cry out they are given up; and fhould 
the next feions by that means pafs with differences, and confufion among 
our friends, it may have a very bad influence upon the enfuing eledtions. 
s. *&* & & 

1 can with great fatisfaftion affure you that the houfe of 51 [Hanover] is 
very fenfible of what is doing in England; of the deceitfull addreffes of 84 
[the’ tories | and of the fincere intentions of 89 [the whigs}] to promote their 

- intereft; I cant forbeare telling you im eonfidence that I think 39 [Marl- 
VOL.11. PART 11. 5 borough} 
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Period I. borough] fhould be very diligent in making his court there, which I am 
a ‘afraid was formerly a litle negleGted ; and I am perfwaded he will find alk 
"4716. « imaginable regard, and confidence from thence. 

My refpects to 11 [duke of Devonfhire]. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
LORD TOWNSHEND TO? GENERAL STANHOPE. 


Conflernation occafioned by the removal of lord ireafurer Godolphin. 

DEAR SIR, Hague, Auguttz6, 1730. 
Stanhope I Moft refer you to M. Walpole for an account of the news this place 
ai affords, as well of our confufions in England; from whence we had by the 
laft poft the fatal news of Jord treafurer’s being removed from his office, which 
has put this country into the greateft confternation. God only knows what 
’ deftruGion our new miniftry is preparing for us. I heartily wilh you all 
imaginable fuccefs in your future enterprizes, and beg you would do me the 

juftice to believe that I am with the greateft truth and refpeét, &c. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE.,. 


Alarmed at the removal of Godolphin. 
SIR, : Augutt the 28th, 1710, 
Walpole Y Have received the favour of your’s of the 8th, that as well as the reft of 
a aa my letters brought me the furprifing news of the white ftaf being taken from 
lord treafurer. 39 [Marlborough] has for fome time been prepar’d for thefe- 
mortefycations, he at this diftance can’t fee where this will end, but he is fure 
tw the beft of his underftanding he will a& like an honeft man, and whilft em- 
ploy’d doe what he fhall judge beft for his queen and country, and ‘as he 
relyes on the friendfhip of 243 ( Walpole] he muft defire to hear often from 
him, I am with much truth, 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 
Endorfed—** Lord Marlborough, received 16th, O, S.”? 
Determines to al with the whigs, 
. SIR, - |. Sept. 18, 1710, 
Walpole WOU will know my thoughts by fir Ri. Temple; fince his being gone Mr. 
Papers. Collins has brought me your two letters of the 26th and the ft of this 
month, 
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month. I have beg’d of 38 [Godolphin] to ufe his intereft with 200 [Boyle], 

and I have write myfelf ta lord Coninfbey ; as 199 [Harley] and thofe people 

{pread“all over England lyes, the honeft people fhou’d be induftrious of letting 

the truth be known. I agree with you that the beft thing is to ufe all endea- 

vours poffible for the getting harieft men into 87 [parliament] and lett what 

will happen 39 [Marlborough] will always be ready for taking meafures with 
89 [the whigs] which fOoner or later maft bring all things right. 


i711. 





Thefe letters from fecretary St. John, afterwards vifeount Bolingbroke, fully 
contradi@ the current opinion that Marlborough continued a/ways upon 
good terms with him. The infinuation in the firft letter that Marlborough 
aifhed at the crown, originated in party malice. Swift in his fcurrilous 
pamphlet, for it does not deferve the name of a hiftory, of the four laft 


85 


17OOtOI714,° 
eatin ditennadl 


“1710 


years of queen Anne, accufes him of this intention under the affe€tation — 


of defending him from the charge. 


COPY OF A LETTER* FROM 
SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO DRUMMOND. 





Infinuates that Marlborough aimed at the crown. * 
Jan, 24, 1710—e2 86 


S to the great mant you mention ] have wrote a few but plain words to 


1711. 


your penfionary. He was not received with the acclamations you heard Aftte Papers. 


of; and they are much miftaken that imagine that he can be upon any other 
hottom*than what the queen pleafes to put him. I dare fay he is convinced 
by this time that he cannot lead either his miftrefs-or any one elfe as he .ufed 
todo. We thall fend him over a fubje@; take care you do not put royalty 
into his head. 


* Thefe letters from fecretary St. John to Drummond are in the poffeffion of Andrew Berkley 
Drummond, Efg. and were communicated to me by Thomas Aitle, Efq. The fecretary ap- 
pears to have repofed much confidence in Drummond, and to have correfponded with him with- 
out the knowledge of the other members of the cabinet. He is probably the fame perfon who 
is mentioned in Carte’s memorandum book, under thename of John Drummond, as the confidant 
of lord Bolingbroke. See Macpherfon’s Papers, vol. ii. p. $30, 532» + Marlborough. 
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, Period I. COPY OF A LETTER FROM 
B7ODt1714. 
= SECRETARY STs JOHN TO DRUMMOND. 





wan! 
Cenfures the conduét of Marlborough, and juftifies ihe difmiffion of Godolphin— 
Rude behaviour of Vrybergue, the Dutch minifter. 


SIR, Whitehall, Jan. the 23d. 17 Tommey's, 


Aftle Papers. BESIDES your letters of the goth and 26th, which f acknowlede’d onTuef- 
day, I have now receiv’d yours of the goth. The queen has been a little 
troubled with the gqut; and three pofts toming in togather almoft, have fo 
overloaded us with bufinefs, that I have not been able to take her majefty’s 
pleafure concerning the Spanifh fhips, or indeed to lay the matter before my 
lords of the council. I will not fail by the very firft opportunity to do both, 

and I hope to turn that affair to your fatisfation. 

As to the great man, I own to you frecly he a&ts in my opinion a little and 
an ill judged part. I fhould be tedious if I defcended to particulars, but take 
this gencral idea of his condu& and fcituation. The queen, and thofe who 
are in her intire confidence, are defirous to pleafe our friends in Holland, and 
to continue him at the head of the army. In order to this every thing which 
as duke of Marlborough, or as general, he can expeél, has been, and will be 
comply’d with. Every thing neceffary to put his troops into condition is 
done and doing; every thing neceffary to make him eafy in the field is done 
likewife, by the declaration which the queen has made of his loudeft enemy the 
duke of Argyle, to be general of the Brittifh troops in Spain. He has been 
told by the duke of Shrewfbury, by Mr. Harley, and by your humble fervant, 
that fince the queen agrees to his commanding the army, it is our duty, and 
in the higheft degrce our intereft, to fupport him, if poffible, better than he 
ever yet was, and that he may depend upon this. He has feen-in ofher in- 
‘ftances that we were able’to fee, and to purfue that -which was right ; why 
fhould he think us capable of judging on this occafion fo wrong?. He was 
told att firft, that he had nothing to reproach us with; that his wife, my lord 
Godolphin and ‘imfelf, had thrown the queen’s favour away; and that he 
ought not to be angry if other people had taken it up. He was told that his 
true intereft confifted in getting rid of his wife*, who was grown to be irre. 


* The duchefs of Marlborough has ftudiouily avoided to take any notice, inher Apology, of 
this faét, which thews the imprudence of Marlborough and Godolphia, and proves how entirely 
they were governed by that imperious wgman. 


concilea 
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concileable with the queen affoon as he could, and with the beft grace which 
he could; inftead of this, he teas’d the queen and made the uttmolt effort to 
keep #is woman in her places; he never brought the key* till he had but three 
days given him to do it in, and till he found that a longer delay was not to 
be hoped for from the ¢ queen’s refolution, however he now pretends to make 
a merit of this refignation. He has been told he muft. draw a line between 
all that is paffed, and al that is to come, and that he muft begin entirely upon 
a new foot; that if he looked back to mike complaints, he would have more 
retorted upon him than it was poflible to anfwer; that if he would make his 
former conduét the rule of his future behaviour, he would render his in« 
tercfts incompatible with thofe of the quecn. What is the effed of all this 

plain dealing? he fubmits, he yields, he promifes to comply ; on the ftruggles 
to alleviate Meredyth’s difgrace, and to make the queen make a lefs figure by 
going back, than fhe could have done by taking no notice at all of the info. 
lenee of him and his comrades, he is angry at the duke of Argyle’s being ap— 
pointed to command in Spain, and would I fuppofe have him punifhed for 
atting ona plan which we all, even the queen herfelf, have been concerned 
in. 

In fhort, to finifh this difcription, I doubt he thinks it poffible for hima 
to have the fame abfolyte power which he was once vefted with, and believes, 
perhaps, that thofe who ferve the queen are weak enough not to fee the ufe 
he would make of it once more. By all the judgement which I can form, the 
exterior is a littke mended, but att heart, the fame fentiments remain, and 
thefe heighten'd and inflam’d by what he called provocations. We fhall do 
what we can to fupport him in the command of the army, without betraying our 
miftrefs ; and unlefs he is infatuated, he will help us in this defign, for you 
muft know, that the moment he leaves the fervice, and lofes the proteétion of 
the court ; ‘fuch {cenes will open, as no vi€torys can varnifh over. 

This is an honeft, and I hope a clear account; lay your foundation here, 
and whatever happens, judge from hence, 1 think that the beft thing which 
the duke can do, is to go over as foon as poffible, for which the letter of the 
States to the queen gives a very proper handle. This letter was deliver’d 
to night to the queen by Vrybergue ; and is very dilcreet. A propos to Vry- 
bergue, talking to him on Sunday att the back fairs, of bufinefs in a very fober 


* The gold key, the enfign of one of his wife’s places. 
and 
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Period I. and. calm manner, he took occafion to interrupt himfelf, and with fome emotion 
caida, to fay, that as long as he felt that people had a confidence in him, he would 


a7t, 


*: have the fame in them, but that when. they had none, .be knew how fo live 


with them accordingly, or to that effeét. The expreffions were harfh and the 
manner was harfher; I only anfwered with afmiie. I confider him as the 
minifter of the States; and in that charaéter, and in that alone, will always 
fhew him refpea. 

I intreat you to affure the penfionary of my moft fincere refpeéts, and to 


‘Tet him know that whenever he has any commands for me, I will upon the 


leaft hint, catch att ah opportunity of obeying them. In doing this, I fhall 
have the additional fatisfafion of making my court to the queen, who has the 
greateft value imaginable for the penfionary’s confummate wifdom, and in- 
flexible integrity. I do not know whether fome turn may not fill be found 
to gratifye you in a minifter att the Hague, fince the perfon talk’d of feems 


fo little to be approved. Keep this to yourfelf, and leave us to work it’ I 


allow confiderably for miftakes in intelligence, and for the affe€ted boafts of 
the French before the opening of a campagne; and yet I incline to think 
that they will make all manner of ways a great effort this year, I beg of you 
to be vigilant in getting what accounts you can of their naval preparations. 
The notice fent me in your laft I have received from other parts of France 
with fome other circumftances. Sir James Wifhart will be order'd, if thefe 
reports come confirm’d, to prefs with the ftronger inftances that the Dutch 
fhould do more by fea, than of late years they have been us’d to do. Whilft 
we {pare nothing to pufh the Flanders war, you muft not fuffer us to be 
ruin’d in our trade and infulted on our coafts. 

I will give you no further trouble by this poft, but conclude this long letter 
by my hearty affurances of being ever, fir, your faithful humble fervant, 


cory 
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM Period I. 

on 37OO tOl7 14, 

SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO DRUMMOND. anna 
171 be 


Objedts to lay fresh and heavy burdens on the Low Countries.—Denics that lord 
Peterborough has had orders to offer the Spanifh monarchy to the duke of 
Savoy.— Remarks on that delicate fubjelt.—Cenfures the conduct «of the flates 
in regard to the nortitrn affairs. 

sir, ‘ Whitchall, April the 27th, O, 8, 1711. 


OUR letter of the firft of May togather with thee inclofed 1 receiv’d Alle Papers 

with that fatisfaGion which I read every thing that comes from you, I 
cannot agree that lord Orery is fo much in the wrong, or that there is fo much 
danger of lofing the fubfiflance of the imperial and palatine troops, as Mr, 
Watkins feéms to believe. My lord has the queen’s poffitive and repeated 
orders to infift in the firft place, that the Spanifh provinces fhould furnith all 
the expences charg’d upon them for the fervice of the war; but he is dire&ted. 
att the fame time to aét the part of an advocate and proteétor, when any unrea~ 
fonable propofition is by other people prefs’d upon them. Nay in fuch cafes as. 
the common neceffity will oblige him to yicld, and where he knows beforchand. 
that he is to do fo, the queen will however approve his condu& if he thews 
a relu€tancy to enter into oppreffive meafures, and if att the time he confents: 
to load them on one account, he endeavours to.cafe them in fome other 
refpeét. 

Thefe unhappy countrys have found the government of thofe, who pretend. 
to be the affertors of publick liberty, fo tyrannical and fo barbarous, that you. 
-know better than I how near they are driven to defpair. The qucen’s fere 
vants have, to the repraach of our government and_nation,. been in great’ 
meafure'the imflruments of all thefe vile proceedings. Something therefore 
muft be done to relieve the miferable people, and fomething to redecm the 
honour of the Brittihh name. We have in anfwer to a refolution of the 
States, and toa memorial of Monfieur Vrybergue’s grounded thereon, {poke 
very frankly to this effe&.: but to you I will add this farther, that it s by no. 
means our intereft that Holland fhould compafs all their aim att with refpeé& 
to thefe provinces. 

I fhall be forry sf my lord Orery does not live in a good. cerrefpondence,. 
fince ii is abfolutely neceffary for the publick fervice, with the duke of Marl- 
borough ; who did really make great advances, and fuch as could.not be with 
any grace declined, before they left the kingdom, | 

I hardly 


Wo MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Pf I I hardly belicve that the French aie fhipping any forces att Breft; but if 
deepal they fhould, in the opinion, and with the defign you mention, I wif, them 
4711. heartily a good voyage. 


Your converfation with the penfionary, I hope by the firft letters to have an 
account of. In the mean time you may affure him, that my lord Peterborow 
has had no orders to offer the Spanifh monarchy to duke of Savoy, nay 
his journcy to Turin is undertaker againft the queen’s intentions, and even 
his inftru€tions ; fince the latter obliges him to continue at Vienna, till all the 
points in difpute arefettled to the fatisfa€tion of Monfieur de Mellarede, and 
you know that he took the refolution of going to the duke of Savoy, affoon as 
that was adjufted which relates to the fiefs of Monferrate, and which is but 
half of one article out of four. ; 

Declaring the duke of Savoy’s imediate fucceffion to Spain cah have but 
@ne effef, which is to haften the Auftrian minifters to fome compofition with 
France; if king Charles is once fecure of the empire, he will think it much 
more his intereft to unite the Italian territorys to it, and to enjoy the whole 
with peace, than to continue a war for aggrandifing the houfe of Savoy att 
the expence of having loft himlelf. We are as cautious upon this fubjeé, 
and we think it as nice and dangerous a matter to handle as the penfionary 
can do. But give me leave to tell you that our friends in Holland muft not 
leave this affair to take care of itfelf, as they have done that of the north, 
The queen has hitherto not at all interpos’d, but left the whole management 
of this la to the States, and what a dilemma are we now reduced to. The 
king of Sweden has been made neither unwilling nor unable to hurt us. He 
has had in great meafure the advantage of the aé of neutrality, and yct is under 
no obligation to abide by it, and now that he has gain’d time enough he bids 
you in plain terms declare whether you will make good the guaranty of the 
treaty of Travendahl. or not, that he may take his meafures accordingly. 
The fcituation of the northern affairs gives the auccn no {mall degree of 
auineafinels. 

Mr. Harley was yelterday att the houfe of commons for the firft * time, 
the compliment which the fpeaker made him in the name of the houfe, and 
his reply to it were extremely fine.—We fay att court that he will be call’d 
by another appellation in few days. 


'® On his recovery after being ftabbed by Guifcard, he was on the nie of May, created earl 
of Oxford and Mortimer. 
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oe EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY. 


Fir audience with the eleélor.—Delivers his credentials.—The eleflor acknow~ 
ledges great obligations to, and confidence in the queen, and declares that the 
demand for the writ to call ‘his fon to the houfe of peers was, made without 
his dnowledge and cenfent.—dntcrviaw with the other parts of the elefloral 


family. 
SIR, Hanover, Auguft 7th, N.S, r714. 
N Saturday laft I had my firft audience of the eleétor, at noon, at Heren- 
haufen, he recived me in a room where he was alone. A gentleman of the 
court came to my lodgings here with two of the eleAors coaches, and carried me 
to Herenlaufen. I was met at my arrival out of the coach by Mr. D’ Haremburg, 
marfhall of the court, and at the top of the flairs by the chevalier Reden, fe~ 
cond chamberlain, (the count de Plaaten, great chamberlajn, being very fick) 
he conduéted me through three rooms, to the room where the eleftor was, who 
met me at the door of that room, and being returned three or four fteps into 
that room, he ftopped, and the door was fhut. 1 then delivered my creden- 
tials to him, and made him a compliment from the queen, to which he ane 
fwered that he had always had the greateft veneration imaginable for the 


queen, that he was always ready to acknowledge the great obligations he and 


his family have to her majefly, and that he defired nothing more eameftly 
than to entertain a good correfpondence with her; he afked me whether I 
left the queen ‘in good health, that he wifhed her health very heartily. I told 
him that when I had the honour to take leave of the queen, I left her in very 
good health, that _I had received letters from England fince miy arrival here, 
by which | was informed that the queen continued to enjoy her health, 
I told him I was very glad to find his highnefs fo well inclined, and that 
I defired I might have a private audience as {von as poffible, that I might 
have an opportunity of acquainting him fully with what I had received in 
command from the queen. To this he anfwered, that he was very forry 
that the king of Prufa’s coming had hindered him fo long from feeing me ; 
that he did not defire to delay one minute longer the receiving her majefty’s 


* Thefe-original letters which relate to the earl of Clarendon’s embafly tothe court of 
Hanover are in the poffeflion of Thomas Aftle, Efq. He purchafed them with feveral others, 
at the fale of lord Clarendon’s manufcripts by Baker and Leigh, in 1765. 
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fiod I, commands, and that I was at - liberty to fay then, all that I had in command 
ngseo714. from her. I then delivered to him the queen’s anfwer to his memorial, ayd the 


1714. 


other letter, and I fpoke upon all the heads contained in my inftruétions, and 
in your Ictter * of the 22d of June, O.S. when I told him, that asthe queen. 
had already done all that could be done to fecure the fucceffion to her crowns 


to his family, Yo fhe expeéted that if he,has any reafon, to fufpeét defigns are 


carrying on to difappoint it, he fhould fpeak plainly ‘upon that fubje&t; he 
interrupted me, and faid thefe words, “ Je n’ay jamais | cra que la reine eust 
aucuns deffeins contreeles interéts de ma famille, et je ne {cache pas d’avoir 
donné aucun fujet de croire, que je vouluffe rien entreprendre contre les 
interéts de fa majefté, ou qui puft luy deplaire, c’eft ce que je ne feray jamais : 
la reine m‘a fait ’honneur de m’efcrire pour fcavoir ce que je fouhaitois que 
Von fift pour affeurer d’avantage la fucceffion, ‘furquoy nous avons 'donné un 
memoire par efcrit a monfieur Harley, a laquelle il n’y a point encore ey de 
reponce.”’ 

I told him I had juft then had the honour to deliver to him an anfwer to- 
that memorial, and that if when he had perufed that anfwer, he defired to have 
any part of that anfwer explained, I did beleive, I fhould be able to do it to 
his fatisfa€tion. ‘Then I proceeded to fpeak upon the other points, and when L 
came to mention Schutz demanding the writ for the duke of Cambridge, he 
faid thefe words, “ J’efpere que la reine n’a pas crd que cela s’eft fait par mon 
ordre, je vous aflure que cela a efté fait_ a mon infccu; la defuné&e cleétrice 
avoit efcrit a Schuts fans que je l’aye {eeu pour s’informer pourquoy le prince: 
n’avoit pas cu fon writ puis q’uelle croyoit qu’on les envoyoit a tous ceux qui 
eftoient pairs, et luy au licu de cela, aila demander le writ, mefme fans ordre 
de V’eleftrice; je ne feray rien qui puiffe, en aucune facon, choquer la reine, a 
qui nous avons tant d’obligations.”” My {peaking to him, and the anfwers he 
made me, took up fomething above an hour, then I had audience of the elec- 
toral prince, and duke Erneft, the cleétor’s brother in the fame room, then: 
of the ele@oral princefs; after that I had the honour to dine with them all, 
and after dinner, here in town, I had audience of the ele€loral prince’s fon 
and two daughters. At dinner the ele€tor feemed to be in very good humour, 
talked to me feveral times, afked feverat queftions about England, and feemed 
very willing to be informed. It is very plain to me, he knows very litde of 
our conftitution, and feems to be fenfible that he has been impofed upon. The 


* This letter and: the memorial which‘are alfo in Mr. Aftle’s colleétion, are printed by 
Macpherfon, vol. ii. p. 608, 628, 
eléftoral 
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ele&oral prince-told me he thought himfelf very happy, that the queen had him 
in her thoughts, that he fhould be very glad it were in his power to convince 


the queen how grateful a fenfe he had of afl her favours: duke Erneft faid, ° 


the queen did him a great deal of honour to remember him, that he moft 
heartily wifh’d the continuance of her majefty’s health, he hoped no one of 
his family would ever be fo ungrateful as to forget the very great obligations 
they all had to her. The eleétoral ptincefs faid fhe was very glad to hear 
the queen was well, fhe hoped fhe would enjoy good health many years, that 
her kindnefs to this family was fo great, that they could never make fufficient 
acknowledgments for it. 

Thus I have acquainted you with all that paffed at the firft audience. I 
have been at court every night fince, for the time of making one’s court here 
is from {ix to nine in the evening ; to-morrow I intend to defire a private 
audience in order tn difcourfe more fully upon what I have faid to him, and 
to {te how he takes the queen’s anfwer to his memorial, All the minifters 
here, (except Mr. Buleau, who is not in town) have been with me, and make 
great profeffions of refpeét for the queen, I have returned all their vifits, and 
have dealt fo plainly with them as to tell them, that I am very glad to find 
them in fo good a difpofition, and rather becaufe they will now have an op-~ 
portunity to prove their faith by their works—The Mufcovite envoy, and 
the Polifh envoy have fent to me, hearing I had fent to notifie my arrival to 
them ; they are juft come to town, and I fuppofe I fhall fee them to-morrow. 
I believe by this time 1 have pretty well tired you, fo I fhall conclude in in- 
treating the favour of you to give my moft humble duty to the queen, whom 
I pray God long to preferve. Iam, &c. 


THE EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY. 


Speaks favourably of the eleftor, who renews his affurances that his dependence 
is folely on the queen.—Speaks unfavourably of Robethon, who governs Bern/~ 


dorf. 


SIR, Hanover, Augutt 15, N.S. r714, 
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Trouble you with this letter by Mr. Barlow. I gave you in my letter the Afile Papers, 


7th inftant, N. S. an account of the anfwers the ele€&tor made to me at my 
firft audience, 1 did not then fend you an account of what I faid to him m 
‘ purfuance of the qucen‘s inftru€tions to me, and the letter I received from 
GB you 
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you afterwards, I now fend it to you in the -fame words I fpoke to him: for 
the anfwers you will give me leave to referr you to my letter of the 7th inft. 


*Lhope and I think I have not omitted any thing that I was to fpeak to, if I 


have not done it in fo good language-as able pedple would have done, I hope 
I fhall be pardoned, that I thought upon this gccafion the plaineft language 
was the beft, fo that if I had been able to do better, I fhould have been guilty 
of the fame, I have done ; that it migl# not be pretended they could not un-~ 
derftand me. Mr. Bernfdorf is governed by Robethon, who is as bad as bad 
can be. I have been twice with Mr. Bernfdorf fince my fecond audience ; 


he has promifed me I’fhall have an anfwer in writing to what I faid to the 


ele&tor, when I fee that I fhall be able to fay more; the ele&or continues 
ftill to fay, every time I fpeak to him, that he is teady on his part to do any 
thing to preferve a good correfpondence with the queen, that he has not and 
will have no dependance upon any body but the queen. I told him I hoped 
he would give thofe affurances to her majefty in the beft and fulleft martner, 
he feems to be a man of very good temper, the people here generally fpeak 
with great value of him, and his brother duke Erneft. It is certain the 
ele€tor has never yet {poken to Shuts fince he came home; he comes to court 
in the evehing, but as foon as the ele&tor appears he goes away, and indeed 
nobody here looks upon him, but the eleftoral prince, and that is in private : 
Mr. Guerts, who is prefident des finances, is a very good man and always in 
oppofition to Bernfdorf: the count de Plaaten, who is great chamberlain, is a 
fine gentleman, but never meddles with bufinefs. Mr. D’Elfe and Mr. Bufch 
who are two others of the council are men that meddle no farther than they 


_are called upon by the eleétor, there are no other counfellors now here. By 


what I can hear I find that the king of Pruffia’s journey here was to endea~ 
vour to engage this court in the proje& I took the liberty to mention to you 
in a letter from the Hague, for dividing the king of Sweden’s territory’s in 
Germany, but I don’t find he has fuccceded here.—The eleétor talks of go. 
ing in three weeks timc to a place called Vinhaufen, and from thence to 
Guehre, a place where he gocs every year to hunt the ftag, and ftays all the 
fall of the year, fo that if I am not difpatcht before he goes out-of town, I 
muft either follow him to thofe places which will be very chargeable to me, 
or I muft flay here till winter, which I hope the queen does not intend, 

Therefore I entreat the favour of you, that Mr. Barlow may be fent back te 
me as foon as poffible with fuch farther commands he has for me here if any. 


I fuppofe 
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_ I fuppofe in a few days I thall have the eleétor’s an{wer in writing, which I Period I. . 
hope will be to the queen’s fatisfaGtion, if fo, I fuppofe have no more to cos 

do here: however I beg the favour of you, that 1 may knowthe queen’s com= 4714. 

mands as foon as poffible. —This moon I believe will put an endto whatever 

might be called fummer in this country, fo it will not be long good travelling 

in this part of the world. —I‘entreat the favour of you to give my moft 

humble duty to the qyeen, whom I pray God long to prefervt. I have 

had no letters or news from England thete two laft pofts. 1 am with great 


refpeéct. 


Anfwer of gueen Anne to the memorial of their eleftoral highneffes, con~ 
cerning the fecurity of the proteftant fucceffion, alluded to in the preceding 
letters. 


Declares her refolution to promote the fucceffion in the houfe of. Brunfwick.— 
Cannot infift on the removal of the pretender from Loraine.—Will not confent 
to the refidence of the eleéoral prince in England. 


HE queen having confidered the memorial of their elef&toral highneffes, Aftle Papers. 

the late elcGtrefs Dowager and the ele€or of Brunfwick, thinks fit to give 
the following anfwer: That Mr. Harley was dire€ted to affure their eleQoral 
highneffes, her majefty would. not only confent to, but promote any additional 
fecurity they fhould defire, for the fucceffion of their ele€toral houfe to her 
crowns, confiflent with her honour, her fafety, and the laws whereby that fuc- 
ceffion is eftablifhed. That lier majefty has ufed her inftances to have the 
pretender removed out of Lorraine, and fince the late addreffes of parliament 
has repeated them, and has writ herfelf to the duke of Lorraine to prefs it in 
the ftrongeft terms. This her majefty has done to get him removed, but it 
cannot be imagined it is in her power to prefcribe where the pretender fhal] 
go, or by whom he fhall be received. His being removed out of France is 
. more than was provided for by the peace of Ry{wick.—Correfpondence with. 
the pretender is by law high treafon, and it is her majefty’s intereft and. care" 
to have that iaw ftri€tly executed. The vain hopes entertained at Bar le Duc,. 
and the reports from thence are not to -be wondered at. Her majefty thinks. 
herielf fully fecured, as well by treaty. as by the duty and affe€tion of her peo- 
ple, againft all attempts whatfoever. Befides thefe fecurities her majefty has 
a fettled militia, and fuch other force as her parliament, to whofe confideration 
fhe referred that matter, judged fufficient for the fafety of her kingdom; and 


it cannot be.unknown that a ftaading army {n time of peace, without confent 
of 
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of parliament, is contrary to the fundamental law of this realm. Her majefty 
is fo far from being unfurnifhed with a fleet; that fhe has at this time morte 
fhips at fea, and ready to be put to fea, than any other power in Europes 

Her majefty looks upon it to be very unnegeffary, that one of the cleétoral 
family fhould refide in Great Britain to take care of the fecurity of her ‘royal 
perfon, of her kingdoms, and of the Proteftant fucceffion as is expreffed in the 
memorial, * “This, God and the laws gave entrufted tg her majefty alone, and 
to admit any perfon into a fhare in ¢hefe cares with her majefty would be as 
dangerous to the public tranquility, as it is inconfiftent with the conftitution 


of the monarchy. After the frequent affurances her majefiy has given, of 


her refolutions to maintain the fucceffion as by law eftablifhed, there can be 
no room to doubt but her majefty will do all that is in her power to fecure it. 
The common interefts of her majefty and of the ele@or will certainly be beft 
fecured by a mutual confidence, and by their a€ting in-concert together, ‘This 
her majefty has always defired, and will on all occafions promote. When 
her majefty confiders the ufe which has been endeavoured to be made of the 
titles fhe has already conferred, fhe has little encouragement to grant any morc. 


Granting titles of honour in the laft reign to perfons of foreign birth gave fuch 


diffatisfa€tion to the nation as produced a provifion in the a€l-of parliament, 
whereby the fucceffion is eftablifhed in the ele€toral houle, that when the limi- 
tation in that a& fhall take effeét, no perfons born out of the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Ireland, or the dominions thereunto belonging, tho’ natu- 
ralized of made a denizen, (except fuch as are born of Englifh parents) fhall 
‘be capable to be of the privy council, or a member of either houfe of parlia- 
ment, or to enjoy any office or place of truft, or to have a grant of lands, te- 
nements, or hereditaments from the crown to himfelf, or any other in truft for 
him. Her majefty is thus particular in her anfwer to the memorial, and hopes 
there will be fuch a good underftanding between her majefty and the ele&or, 
that as fhe will continue to do all fhe can to maintain the fucceffion, fo nothing 


will be afked of her Majefty but what fhall be proper to be complied with. 


Given at our court at Kenfington the 1gth day of Lanes 1714, in the thir- 
teenth ycar of our reign. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH, 


Charatter of lord Halifax.—His diffatisfattion and intrigues with the tories.—~ 
Caufes of the report that a tory adminifiration was to be formed on the ac. 
ceffion of George the firft.—No foundation for that report.—Charatler of 
fir Thomas Hanmer. 
DEAR ETOUGH, Putney, Sept, 23, 1752. 
I Doe not pretend to deferve any of the engaging good qualitys, you heap Period I. 
upon me, excepting that of truth ; what I know I am free to tell you,sbut 1714 01720 
will tell you nothing pofitively, but what I think I know. Etough 
As to lord Halifax, I think he was an able fpcaker, and an afpiring minifter, Papers - 
infolent in power, and miferable and dejeéted to the laft degree when out of 
it; it was fayd that before queen Ann’s death, he had condefcended to make 
his court_to lord Oxford, and was upon tolerable terms with him weaning 


himfelfe from his farmer intimacy and cordiatity, with the fteady whigs; upor. 
her 
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her majefty’s demife, he ambitioned to be lord high treafurer of Great Brit- 
) tain, but finding that thofe who were like to be confiderable, and to be con~ 
fulted, thought it moft advifeable, to putt that great office in commiffion, 
among whom lord Townfhend had the greateft weight at Hannover; it is very 
poffible, and indeed probable that lord Hallifax upon his own ftrength, thought 
fitt to recorhmend himfelfe to be lord treafurer, and Bromley to be his chan- 
celour of the exchequer, and fir Thomas Hanmer ‘0 be teller of the exche- 
quer, and other torys to other places, in order to make himfelfe the cheif of 
a motley miniftry, kut I doe not beleive that Bromley ever had the offer made 
him of being chancelour of the exchequer. Sir Thomas Hanmer-was talk’d of 
on account of his having affifted in reje@ing the Commerce Bill, and for his 
more moderate behaviour at the latter end of queen Ann's reign, (which as 
you very well obferved, proceeded from his being difappointed in his hopes 
of the feals) to have fome confiderable place, nay, there was a flying report of 

his being one of the fecretary’s of ftate, but it was nothing but report. © 
You muft know that there was att the court of Hannover before queen Ann 
dyed, two confiderable minifters in oppofition to one another, Mr. Bernfdorf 
and Mr. Gortz; the firft always endeavoured to encourage and promote a 
difpofition in the king for the fucceffion of his family to the crown, the other 
was as carneft to divert and diffwade him from it as a chimerical notion; 
when the throne became vacant, Bernfdorf efpoufed the whig party, and 
Gortz that of the torys, and I beleive their intrigues and correfpondence, with 
each fide was managed accordingly ; and ’tis poffible that by this means the 
torys might have had fome, or made themfelves beleive they had fome glim- 
mering expeflations of being employed, but they muft have been very flight 
and very tranfient, and all imaginary {chemes of a mixt miniftry foon vanifhed, 
by his Majefty having appointed before he left Hannover fome time lord 
Townlhend to be fole fecretary of ftate: and as he had it in his power to re- 
commend his collegue, Mr. Boyle was offer’d that place, but he perceiving 
that there would be a great fermentation in parliament, on account of the male 
adminiftration, at the latter end of queen Ann’s reign, in which, altho’ he was 
no ways concerned, having refigned the feals upon the removall of lord 
Godolphin, as he was not of a temper to aét in troublefome times, declined 
that flation, and was at his own requeft made lord Carleton, and I. recom. 
mended Mr. Stanhope (afterwards lord) to lord Townfhend.to be fecretary 
of ftate; knowing indeed that he had a fruitfull and luxuriant genius in foreign 
affairs, which 1 hoped he would have fufferd to be check’d or pruned by, lord 
Townl- 
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Townfhend’s prudence, but I never imagined he would have proved wild, Period IT. . 


mad, and ungratefull; upon the whole I do not believe that Bromley or any 
other cenfiderable torys had the offer of any confiderable places from king 
George. ’Tis poffible that Hanmer might have had a teller’s place, if he would 
have left his party; for my pary I never look’d upon him as of any confee 


quence, his perfon, parts, and principles were of a piece; he had a very | 


hanfome mién and appeagance, butt ’is {Mid he could not pleafe the lady's; he 
could make an eloquent elaborate and plaufible {pcech, but never was thought 
a man of bufinefs, or knowledge. He would a€t and vote with the torys, and 
yett fayd he was no jacobite; he declared himfclfe for*the Hannover fuc- 
ceffion, and would never a& or vote in fupport of it; he dyed at laft, poor 
gentieman, without having much obliged or difobliged anv per‘on or party, 
and rather pjtyed than either hated or beloved. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Requefis that Mr. Rogers may be excufed from ferving the office of fheriff on 
account of his wife’s death. 


MY LORD, Nov, 8, 1714. 


Y the beft accounts I have mett fince my coming hither, I find our 

ele€tion affairs in a very hopefull way, and fee no body that is at all 
defponding but the Sandringham family, but I hope I fhall {pur them up, 
and make them exert a little. 

The cheif occafion of my giving your lordfhip this trouble is to acquaint 
you that Mr. Rogers's wife died yefterday, and I had from him thjs morning 
the moft moving and melancholly letter I ever read, begging to be excus'’d 
from being fheriff this year only, and he will very willingly ferve upon any 
other occafion. What makes this more eafy is that Mr. Durrant is defirous 
to have it now, and King Tom has a great ambition to be king George’s 
firft fheriff; fir Charles Turner was here yefterday and concurs in opinion that 
Mr. Durrant fhould be the man. I really think we fhall make great ule of 
Mr. Rogers on the fea coaft, and I fincercly beleive he cannot bear the 
thoughts of making a fhow juft upon the death of his wife. 1 dine to~ 
morrow at fir Jacob’s, who is very ftout and refolute. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

The pretender to be crowned king at Perth, in confequence of the affiftance prom 
mifed by the regent of France.—Nothing but a ftrittynion with the emperor 
and Holland will deter the regent from promoting the caufe of the pretender, 
The king places abfolute confidence in the penfionary. 

DEAR HORACE, : Jan 15—26, 1716, 

_ ‘Walpole HE pretender is now at Perth, and to be crowned king of Scotland. This 
Hepetee ftep his friends here would not have fuffered him to take in the prefent 
Private. “fituation of affairs unlefs the regent had given ftrong affurances of affiftance. 


They fend over in fingle fhips, arms and ammunition, and officers, and thofe 
who are in the fecret of their affairs feem confident, they fhall be further and 
more openly affifted as foon as the feafon will permit. For my part I cannot 
think any thing can divert the regent from taking vigoroufly part with the 
pretender, but a ftri€&t union amongft our old friends and allies, by which he 
will fee, that he cannot meddle with our affairs here without involving 
Francc in a new war with all Europe; and by the beft intelligence we have, 
tKe paffion of the French is fo ftrong in favour of the pretender, that nothing 
but the fear of a new and general war can prevent their affifting our rebels 
here. For this reafon I have conftanty preffed the defenfive alliance with 
the emperor, and that the kings of Denmark and Pruffia might be admitted 
into the guaranty. of the barrier and fucceffion, and I will venture to fay, that 
things are now growing to fuch a crifis, that unlefs fome fyitem of this kind 
is fpeedily formed, we cannot promife ourfelves, that the peace will be of 
any duration. The king therefore would have you talk fcrioufly to the 
penfionary upon this fubjeét, in whom he has a moft entire and abfolute 
confidence ; his majefty approves of his fentiments in relation to not defer~ 
ring the treaty for renewing the alliance between Britain and them, upon 
the account of any new engagements to be taken with him in relation to his 
German territories. But when that treaty is finifhing, common fenfe tells 
both the States as well us, that fomething of that kind ought to be done ; and 
that we ought not to delay the forming thefe alliances, if we intend either to 
be fafe or quict. God be thanked we fhall do as well as our neighbours, 


baving 
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having a good parliament, and a good army; befides the farther provifion of ra it 
troops, which as I told you in my laft, the king is making, and with which Nia dalle 
you may acquaint the penfionary in confidence, I am with the greateft "3716. 


truth, 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, | 
Difmifion of lord Nottingham and his brother. 
DEAR HORACE, March 6theexjth, 1715056, 

*“* * * You will be furpriféd at the difmiffion of the family of the Walpole. 
Difmalls ;* but all the trouble we have had in favor of the condemn'd lords P#Pe? 
arofe from that corner, and they had taken their plea to have no more to doe 
with us, and fo the fhorteft end was thought the beft. I don’t well know 
what accoutit to give you of your fituation here, there are florms in the air, 
but I doubt not they will all be blown over, I am ever yours, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO BERNSDORF. 


The lords of the cabinet reprefent the inconveniences which will refult from the 
king’s journey to Hanover, and the neceffity of his prefence in England.—Re~ 
commend that the prince of Wales may be appoinied fole regent, and with the 
ufual refirictions. * 
SIR, Whitehall, May 19, 1716, 
N obedience to his majefty’s commands communicated to us by you, We Townthend 
have had a meeting with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonfhire and Papers. 
Marlborough, and the earl of Sunderland, to confider in what manner it might Original 
be moft advifeable to fettle the regency here, in cafe his majefty fhould de Draft. 
‘termine to fpond fome part of the year at Hanover; and as in the courfe of 
this deliberation it was impoffible for the inconveniences of his majefty’s 
journey not to occur to us in the firft place, we think ourfclves bound in 
duty to Jay before his majefty with all poffible fubmiffion the fubftance of our 
thoughts on that head; that fince we were all unanimoufly of opinion that 
his majefty’s abfence from his Britifh dominions might prove of the utmoft 
prejudice to his interefts, his majefty may be apprilcd of the true reafons 





* Lord Nottingham a famous tory, and {peech maker, is gone over to the whig fide: they toaft 
thim daily, and lord Warton fays, it is Difmal (fo they call him from his looks) will fave Eng- 
land at laft.-Swift to Mrs. Johnfon, Dec, 5, 1711, Letters, vol. ve page 162. 

H2 which 


‘gn 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


- “Petiod II. which obliged his fervants to be of an opinion that cannot but be highly un- 
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gratefull to them, while there is a poffibility of its being in any refpeét dif- 
agreeable to his majefty. To fett their reafons in as clear a light as nay be, 
they beg leave to take a fummary view of the®prefent fituation of affairs both 
at home and abroad, that fo it may appear what effeét his majefty’s journey 
may be likgly to have with refpe& both to the one and the other. 

And firft it is moft apparent that tho’ his majefty’s arms have, by the blef- 
fing of God been fuperiour to thofe of the rebels, and tho’ the parliament have 
in the compafs of two feffions done all that was fuggelted to them, and even 
morc than could be “expeéted towards fuppreffing the faétion of jacobitifm, 
yet the rage and fpirit of that party is ftill very far from being fubdued. For 
having been confiderably numerous ever fince the revolution, they made fuch 
vaft acceffions of ftrength under the laft four years of the queen, during 
which time they found means to engage in their interefts, not only a great 
number of private perfons, but many of the largeft communities (as appears 
by the condué of both the univerfities, and even of London: itfelf till 
lately) that the confidence of their numbers encouraged them to enter 
into the rebellion upon their own bottom deftitute of all fuccours from 


‘abroad, and ftill fupports them in the fame fpirit and defigns, notwith- 


ftanding their late loffes and all the endeavours of the parliament. So 
that it is to be feared the fire of the whole rebellion is rather {mothered 
for atime than totally extinguifhed, and that it lyes ready to catch hold of 
the firft convenient matter that fhall be offered it, and may break forth with 
frefh fury. This is but too evident from the ftrong difpofition in favour of 
the rebels, which has already fhewn itfelf in different fhapes ever fince the 
defeat at Prefton, and which appears not only by that open and barefaced 
obftruction of juftice which is at prefent offered in the tryals in the inferiour 
courts, but likewife by that excefs of tendernefs which has been expreffed for 
the criminals on every occafion, even in places where his majefty had the leaft 
reafon to expe it;. which flews at once the ftrength and riches of the fa&tion, 
The fubduing therefore and eradicating of this evil is what ought princi- 
pally to be aimed at and intended, not fo much by violent remedies (which 
are always dangerous and often fatal) as by a conftamt fteady and uniform 
application in every branch of the adminiftration towards working out the 
inmoft caufes of this diftemper, the force of which by this method may in fome 
fhort time be infénfibly difpell’d ; but fuch a ftri& and vigilant application of 
powers diftributed through fo many different hands, and in a cafe where fuch 

humerous 
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numerous difficulties are to be ftruggied with, can hardly be hoped for with- 
out the invigorating influence of his majefty’s prelence and infpe€tion, to 
quickch the timorous, to ftrengthen the hands of his fervapts, and to damp the 
hopes and expeétations of hi$ enemics. Befidcs which, as the party have’ 
all along fubfifted on falfe agd fcandalous reports, forged without the leaft 
colour or fhadow of reality, fo they will not fail to give the moft malicious 
turn to a ftep of this nature, and poffilly fuch a one, as may not only make 
impreffion on the vulgar (who feem as yet fulceptible of the molt grofs ab- 
furditics) but even alienate the minds of many who are at prefent zealous and 
entirely well affe€ted to his majefty’s fervice. Thefe We look on to be fome 
of the moft naturall and obvious confequences of his majefty’s going abroad 
in the prefent unfettled condition of affairs at home. 

And if .we proceed to look abroad we humbly apprchend the objc@ions 
arifing thence to hold full as ftrong againit this. journey. For his majefty’s 
intefeft in foreign parts will ever keep pace with the credit and reputation of 
his affairs at home, fo that whatever impairs the latter, will no lefs certainly 
affe&t the former, and accidents may arife by fome unforefeen commotion in 
his abfence which may difcourage foreign powers fram proceeding in thofe 
engagements with his majefty which they now are very forward to enter into, 
For we cannot but obferve, that tho’ his majefly’s fecurity depends fo much 
on the ftrength of alliances; and tho’ his endeavours have not been wanting 
to procure fuch as might be neceflary for his fafety, yet the princes with 
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whom we were to negociaic were fo cautious of engaging ull they fhould {ee 


the fate of the rebellion in fome meafure decided, that no one treaty for our 
fecurity is yet perfeéted, excepting that with the States Generall. But now. 
that the reputation of his majefty’s affairs is fo well eftablifhed that moft of 
the princes in Europe are courting his alliance, we humbly conceive it would 
be of very dangerous confequence to put it again in the power of fortune and 
events to hinder his majefty from concluding fuch treatys as he fhall judge 
neceffary ; and even tho’ no new difturbances fhould arife, which doubtlefs 
his majefty’s enemies will be encouraged to attempt during his abfence, yet. 
we are of opinion that if his majefty fhould fix his refidence at Hanover for 
this fummer, fo much time would pafs in referring matters to his council here, 
and in receiving their opinion, as join’d to the ordinary difficulties incident 
to all negociations, would make it impraéticable for his majefty to conclude a 
treaty with the emperor, or any of the northern potentates, before the feafon 
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of the year returns that will make it requifite for him to meet his people in 
parliament, Neither can any doubt be made, but that the regent of France, 
who has hitherto left no engine unemployed to, defeat our alliance With the 
emperor, and whofe principall aim feems to be*to gain time for putting in ex~ 
ecution the defigns he has formed againft his majefty will eagerly ley hold on 
fuch an opportunity to diftraét the king’s affairs, cither by encouraging and 
{upporting the jacobites in fome attempt here, or by amufing us with {pecious 
and infidious propofals at a jun@uré, when he is fure fo much more time than 
ordinary muft be confumed in examining,and deteéting them, and in advifing 


_ and returning an anfwer; and late advices from France, of the moft unque{- 


Harrington 
‘Papers. 


tionable credit, do fufficiently juftify our apprehenfions on this head. But 
what we take to be the moft fatal inconvenience of this journcy is, that the 
Baltick fquadren (which alone fecures ‘to his majefty the ballance and arbitra- 


‘tion of the north) muft by waiting for his majefty’s orders, and by the ufual 


communications to be made hither, loofe fo much of the feafon propef for 
aGtion, as will render that expenfive armament wholely fruidefs and infignifi- 
cant, which may not only expofe his majefty’s dominions in Germany to im- 
minent danger, but likewife adminifter matter of complaint to fuch as are 
upon the watch in parliament, for every handle of traducing and making 
odious his majefty’s adminiftration. 

‘Having thus in difcharge of our duty communicated to you thefe confidera~ 
tions in order to your leying them before his majefty, we proceeded to con- 


fider in obedience to ,his majefty’s commands in what manner the regency 


might be moft properly conftituted during his abfence, and upon a carefull 
perufal of the precedents finding no inftance of perfons being joined in com- 
miffion with the prince of Wales, and few if any reftri€tions upon fuch com 
miffions, we are of opinion that the conftant tenour of ancient practice canpot 
conveniently be receded from. 


THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Requefls the hing wo appoint commiffioners for the office of privy Seal during hts 
abfence at Aix la Chapelle. a. 

SiR, London, July aqth, 17150 
THE king having been fo good, as to allow me, to go to Aix la Chapelle, 
_ this latter feafon, to drink the waters, I have fince mention’d it, to the 
ptince, who has been pleas’d to allow me the fame liberty; I acquainted his 
royal | 
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highnefs, that it would be neceffary to appoint commiffioners to execute the Period II. . 
office of privy feal, during my abfence, as was done in like cafes before, and 17'40 1720 
that Mf. Southwell, Mr. Vernon, two of the clerks of the councill, and - 1716. 
Mr. Andrew Charlton, who wére it, after lord Wharton’s death, would be 

very prover perfons; he was pleas’d to agree to it, and order’d me to write 

to yon about it, to have the king’s approbation, and orders, for ,the palling 

fuch a commiffion; lor@ Townfhend allo writes to you about it. I beg you’ 

would lay this before his majefty, with my moft humble duty, and that I fhould 

nott have made ufe of the liberty he has been fo good to allow me of going 

to Aix, butt that there feems at prefent to be no profpett of aay uncafinefs, 

or diforder here, fo that the attendance of every body will be the lefs necef- 

fary, and that indeed my health dos require it extreamely, I muft entreat 

you to fend, as foon as poffible, his majefties orders about this commiffion, 

and his approbation of the perfons, for I fhall otherwife loofe the feafon of 

the waters; I hope the king will find the benefitt to his health, that he pro- 

poles, from the waters of Pyrmont, and that we fhall fee him early in the 

winter back again here, for without that there is no profpe&, but of certain 

ruine and confufion ; I am ever dear fir, with the greateit truth and eftcem,. 

yours, &c. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
‘ 


Is commiffioned by lord Townfhend and fecretary Methuen. to hold a private 
correfpondence with him, io le communicaicd only to the hing. 
SIR, Albermarle Street, 28th July, 1716, 


T is impoffible for me to open the commiffion I have the honour to be Stanhope 
; charged with from my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen to you, without Papers. 
being putt in thind of returning you my moft humble thanks for your many 
great favours, and particularly for the part, that you were fo kind as to take 
in that, to which I ow the honour of being now employed in writing to you. 
Nothing lefs shan the experience of fo much goodnefs could fupport me 
under the unequal tafk that is afligned to me of being regularly to lay before 
you fuch occurrences and obfervations as my lord Townfhend and Mr. fe~ 
cretary Methuen think fefs proper to be inferted in their publick difpatches, 
I am never to write to you but by the hand of a meffenger, and my lord and 
Mr. Methuen do moft earneftly beg, that the letters you fhall receive from me 


may not be communicated to any body, but tg his majefty only, and that with 
al} 
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all imaginable precautions of fecrecy; and they defire to receive-from you 
by the fame conveyance, under cover to me, all fuch particulars as the king 
may judge improper and inconvenient to be communicated to the whote cabi- 
net council. Iam therefore by their commartd to acquaint you that hitherto 
every thing goes well, the prince appearing ,entirely difpofed to follow his 
majefty’s dire@ions, and to anfwer his intentions in every refpe&. The only 
apprehenfion they labour under is leaft fome divifiondhould be formed in the © 
army, by the oppofition there is between the duke of Argyle and my lord 
Cadogan, which they defire you to affure his majefty they will labour to pre~ 
vent with all poflible fidelity and application, You will fee by my lord 
Townfhend’s difpatch, that lord Belhaven makes application to be knight 
marfhall of Scotland; this is one of the places that the prince is at liberty to 
difpofe of without confulting his majefty ; however, you will fee he choofes to 
refer it to the king’s difpofal, and my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are 
humbly of opinion, that his majefty’s gratifying his royal highnefs by confer- 
ring it on Jord Belhaven will have a good effe&t at the prince’s firft fetting out, 
and will tend to confirm his royal highnefs in the difpofition of referring all 
matters of importance to his Majefty : and though lord Belhaven be a creature 
of the duke of Argyle’s, vet they think they have reafon to believe that he 
will always fix his chief dependance on thofe who have his fortune in their 
hands ; and he has hitherto behaved himfelf with fuch zeal -for his majefty’s 
fervice in parliament as very well to deferve this mark of his royal favour. I 
am with the moft dutiful refpeét, 


What follows is in lord Town/hend’s hand, and figned by him and Methuen. 
SIR, 

We are of opinion that the method above mentioned is on feveral ac. | 
counts the propereft for carrying on a private correfpondence with you, 
and repeat, to you as our moft humble requeft, that you would lay this letter, 
and all others of the fame nature before the king, but muft at the fame time 
beg that none e!fe may fee them. 


STEPHEN 
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STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Thinkstthe regent infincere, and that he will not confent to the demolition of * 
Mardyke.—Enforces the goo® policy of not breaking off the wgotiation with 
France, until that point is fetiled. 


SiR, Jute ait. 16. 

Am commanded by my lord Townfhend to acquaint you that he has re- 

ceived your private letter of the 28th July, but that the laft Dutch mail 
brought him no letters of any kind*from you, which he earneilly defires may 
never be the cafe again, fince the prince will be apt to fufpe@ that my lord 
reccives letters from you, but finks them. My lord Townfkend and Mr. 
Methuen are of opinion that confidering on how right a foot you putt the 
negociation with the abbé du Bois, his majefty runs no rifk of being brought 
undgy the neceffity of declaring his fentiments in relation to the treaty with 
France, fince it is morally impofhible that the regent fhould ever confent to 


demolifh Mardyke in the manner his majefty propofes by the projeét; but if 


he fhould, in order to gain himfelfe the credit of this alliance with England, 
confent to it in words, yet it is not to be imagined he will ever darc to render 
himfelf fo unpopular in France as the effe€tuall demolition of Mardyke muft 
unavoidably make him, and while fo important an article fhould remain un- 
excuted it is thought that his majefty would be juftified to all the world in 
kecping the fame forces on foot and ufing the fame precautions with re{peét to 
France, as he would, if no treaty had been made. However fhould the regent 
be brought to give up in words and appearance the point of Mardyk; con. 
fidering what effc& fuch a compliance on the part of France would have in 
England, and how neceffary it will be thought here, even without any treaty, 
for his majefty to keep the crowns of France and Spain from being united ; 
it is their opinion that in fuch a cafe it might be of very ill confequence for 
his majefty to fhew any figns of averfion to a treaty with France upon the 
above mentioned terms, and that fuch a ftep muft end in the ruin of thofe 
of ‘his majefty’s fervants, whu fhould fall under the fufpicion of having ad. 
vifed it. 

The accounts which Mr. Watpole’s laft letters bring of the behaviour ‘of 
the French ambatiadour at the Hague, fhew plainly that the regent is fhuffling 
with refpe& to Mardyk, for whereas it was agreed between the abbé du 
Bois and you, that the negociation at the Hague fhould be fufpended till you 
could receive by his hands the regent’s pofitive anfwer with refpeét to Mar~ 
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~ Period H. dyke, it appears that M. de Chateauneuf has on the contrary received inftruc- 
a 5 tions to propofe an expedient for opening the conferences as foon as pofible, 
" 1736, ° without the leaft regard to what paffed between you and the abbé, which lord - 
T.'and Mr. Methuen take to be a great proof‘of the regent’s infincerity, and 
of his not intending to give a plain and fatisfa@tory anfwer upon ihe article of 
Mardyke ; ,and fince the penfionary is privy to all that paffed between the abbé 
and you, they are of opinion that Mr. Walpole fhould® be inftruéted to avoid 
entering any farther into negociation till you receive the anfwer you have 
been made to expeét from the abbé du Bois, which, if it fhould prove evafive 
and unfatisfa€tory will give his majefty a fair opportunity of breaking off the 
negociation with credit upon this important point. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Cabals of Sunderland and Cadogan with the duche/s of Munfter, who is angry at 

not being created an Englifh duchefs, to remove the minifters.—Intrigues of 
Bernfdorf and Robethon.—Sunderland makes profefions of reconciliation and 
friendfhip.—Walpole laments the uncertainty of their fituation.—Neceffary 
to know whether the king will return time enough to fummon the parliament. 
—The prince anxious to hold tt.—Seems defirous to fecure an intereft inde» 
pendant of the king. —Difficuliy of managing both the king and prince.— 
Duke of Arg yle’s frequent vifits to Hampton Court.—Direds in what manner 
he is to receive count Quirini.—This fecret correfpondence only known to 
Townfhend and Mr. Methuen, whom he highly applauds. 


DEAR SIR, July 3om—=A uguft 10, 1716, 
Stanhope ALTHO” you were very fenfible how affairs ftood among us here at your 
Papers, departure, and were acquainted with the heats and divifions betwixt the 
king’s fervants, yett we having pick’d up fome particular accounts which may 
a little conttibute to your better informations, I thought it not improper to. 
write to you a little at large, that you may know in what fituation we appre- 
hend our matters ftand at prefent. 
_ We conceive then there is reafon to. believe that the defigns of lord Sunder- 
land, Cadogan, &c. were carried further, and better fupported than we did 
imagine whilft you were here, and that all the foreigners were engaged on their 
fide of the queftion ; and in cheif that the dutcheffe of Munfter enter’d into 
the difpute with a more than ordinary zeal and refentment againft us, info. 
much that by an account we have of a converfation with | the king at the 
dutcheffe 
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dutcheffe of Munfter’s, they flatter themfelves that nothing but the want of 
time and the hurry the king was in upon his going away, prevented a thorough 
change’ of the miniftry, which they {till propofed to carry on upon the whig 
foot, exclufive of us, and by tHe account we have, there was no difficulty at 
all in removing me; you, it was thought might be taken care of in the army, 
but they were at a loffe about my lord Townfhend. That this was difcours'd of 
‘there feems to be no ro&m for doubt, how, far the king gave into it is not {uf- 
ficiently explain’d, or whether he was more than paffive in hearing the conver- 
{ation ; but it feems to me fo contradiftory to the accoynts I allways had of 
the king’s behaviour to lord Townfhend and you upon this fubjcét, that Tam 
at a loffe how to queftion what is pofitively affirmed, or to believe what is fo 
very extraordinary and irreconcilable with all other parts of the king’s ¢on- 
duét, but now you are inform’d of this, I think you will be able to learn or 
guefle what foot we ftand upon. That the dutcheffe of Muniter was very 
angry at her not being an Englifh dutcheffe is moft certain, and that fhe im- 
putes the whole to my lord Townfhend, and has exprefs’d a particular refent~ 
ment againft him; J fear old Bernfdorf has given into thefe matters more 
than we are willing to belicve, but yett I cannot be perfuaded that he had any 
thoughts of entering into their thorough {cheme, which to me muft appear im~ 
poflible, when I recolle€ the difcourfe I had myfelf with him upon thelfe to. 
picks: Robethon’s impertinence is fo notorious, that we muft depend upon 
it he does all the mifchief he poffible can; but if the heads can be fett right, 
fuch little creatures muft come in in courfe, or may be defpis’d. 

Lord Sunderland talks of leaving England in a fortnight, and to be fure 
will not be long from you; he feems very prefling to have inftru€tions from 
us how to behave at Hanover. His profeffions for an entire reconciliation 
and a perfeét yinion are as {trong as words can expreffe; and you may be fure 
are reciprocall; and when I confider that common intercft fhould procure fin- 
cerity among us, I am aftonifh’d to think there is reafon to fear the contrary.’ 
What to my conception is firft and cheifly neceffary is the king’s return, if 
practicable, witch muft determine thefe doubts one way or other, for nobody 
can an{wer for the fucceffe of any thing, as long as nobody durift undertake, or 
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knows, he fhall be {upported in what is found neceflary for carrying on the — 


king’s bufineffe. I find lord Sunderland and they perfuade themiclves the 
king will come back before the parliament fits; the prince talks of nothing 
but holding the parliament. It were very materiall to us to know which will 
be the cafe, becaufe 1 think a different management will be neceffary accord- 

12 ing 
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Period II. ing to this event, and fuch meafures muft be kept with the prince, if he is to 
ise 7?© hold the parliament, as may perhaps be mifreprefented with you, and may be 
1716, declin’d if the king comes over himfelf. 

And now I have mentioned the prince, ’ti§ fitt you fhould know how it 
ftands with him, which is in appearance muchebetter than it was, and inftead 
of pretty extraordinary treatment, we meet civill receptions. He {eems very 
intent upon holding the parliament, very inguifitive fbout the revenue, calls 
daily for papers, which may tend to very particular informations; and I am 
not fure, they are not more for other peopte’s perufall than his own. By fome 
things that daily drop from him, he feents to be preparing to keep up an in- 
tereft of his in parliament independent of the king’s; but if that part is to be 
a€ted, I hope ’tis not impoffible to bring him into other and better meafures, 
but for this I do not pretend to anfwer. As for our behaviour to his high- 
neffe we take care not to be wanting in duty and refpeé, not to give any 
offence or handle to fuch as are ready to take any opportunity to render bufi- 
neffe impra&ticable, and we hope we demean ourfelves fo, that neither they 
who would mifreprefent us to the king for making our court too much to the 
prince, nor they who would hurt us with the prince for doing it too little, can 
have any fair advantage over us, Lut this is a game not to be manag’d without 
difficulty. Lord Townfhend goes to-morrow to live at Hampton Caurt, I 
fhall go twice a weck, and on thofe publick days we both fhall keep tables. 
This is a burthen not to be avoided, and what is expeéted from us, fince ’twas 
determined that neither king nor prince would keep a green cloth table, and 
the white ftaffs are gencrally gone to their refpcétive homes except lord 
Steward. The duke of Argyle comes conftantly ta court, appears in publick 
and has his private audiences, and not without influence, 

Count Quirini has lately had fome conferences with lord Tawnfhend. and. 
felf, he has made great tenders of his good offices at Hanover, and given the 
ftrongeft affurances of his friendfhip; we have engaged him and-obliged him 
enough to meritt his fervice if he render any: he will apply to you as a 
friend and confident, and you muff receive him as fuch, but take care not to 
truft him, nor make any other ufe of him, than to learn what you can from 
him. : 

This correfpondence is a fecrett to all the world except lord Townfhend 
and Mr. Mettwyn. He is acquainted with every ftep we take, and has in. 
deed entered into bufineffe with us with fo much friendfhip and honour, 
that we are in the fame confidende and intimacy with him, as we were with 

you: 
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you: what comes from Mr. Poyntz you are in all refpeéts to’ treat as from Period IT. 

. ne ; est - ; . 1714 01720, 
ourfelves, and ‘tis defired your private letter may for the future be dire&ted to Perel a 
him; this faves the trouble of denying and chicaning about the correfpondence * 1716 
both to and from you; and I promife you ’tis neceflary to fay every pot 
fomething that fhall look like wuth upon the fubjeét of the private corref= 
pondence. Jam ever dear Don, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Tortes are well received by the princt.—-Reports circulated that the prince hates 

the miniflers in England, and that they are difpleafing to the king.—Necef- 

fary to afceriain the truth or falfity of thefe accounts.—The duke of Argyle 

endeavours to gain over fome of the difcontented whigs. 

Auguit 7—18, 1916, 
Y a letter I wrote to you fome time fince, I gave you the beft account I Harrington 
then could of the ftate of our affairs, What I have now to add from the a witht 
occurences that have fince happened is to tell you, that not only the duke of Private. 
Argyle and lord Hay, &c. but duke of Shrewfbury, Dick Hill, lord Rochefter, 
and their wives and other torics are conflant attendants at Hampton Court. 
They generally choofe to come on the private days; but their reception gives - 
great offence to all well withers, and I affure you, does not a little animate the 
torics, who generally, I mean fuch as are near the town, refort to court, and 
‘meet all poffible encouragement to go on fo, I cannot but fay, the prince is 

civill to us, but that is all that I can fay, which is now fo well known and 
underftood, that the tories take great pains to publifh it; that the prince 
hates us, and at the fame time that we are almoft loft with the king, having all 
the foreigners determined againft us. This is the fituation which the world 
looks upon us to be in, which, if be true, as far as relates to your fide of ihe 
water, it is very defireable that we fhould know it, to take our meafures 
accordingly; and if is not true, I am fure it is abfolutely neceflary that fome 
method fhould be found out to make the contrary known, for no man can 
ferve in this nation, whofe creditt with the prince is fuppofed to be loft or de 
clining. 

‘We have very good accounts that the duke of Argyle and his creatures are 
endeavouring to engage particular perfons againft next feffions. I think it 
cannot be doubted from the reception the tories meet at court that there is an 
underftanding betwixt him and them, tho’ the perfons he particularly applics 
to are whigs that he apprehends are difguited, 
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Sepiennial Bill paffes the Houfe of Lords. 
: , Whitshall, April 10, 1716, 
‘THE Septennial Bill was this day brought j jnto the Houfe of Lords by the 
duke of Devonfhire, feconded by lord Rockingham, and there appeared but 
little fpirit or power to oppofe it. When this is padfed, we may perhaps be 
able to fpeak in a more peremptory manner to France, than we have done 
yet. 


MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 
On the propofed repeal of the Triennial Ad. 


London, April 20, 1716, 
INCE your brother’s happy recovery from his late violent illnefs, the 
whole difcourfe of the town and even the country too, turns upon the 
repealing the Triennial and enaéting a Septennial Billin its ftead, No motion 
was at firft treated with more coldnefs, the politicians of the Grecian and the 
neighbouring coffee-houfes, fired with uncommon warmth, bellow’d aloud 
againit i it, but time and good arguments make them efpoufe the quite contrary 
opinion; you may depend on it, this bill in fpite of all the drunken mercenary 
borough’s letters, petitions, and remonftrances will be carried through the 
Houfe of Commons by a confiderable majority. Lechmere who always 
damns every thing that does not originally come from himfelf, will battle it 
againft the court to the laft; next Tuefday the grand debate will be, at which 
time I dcfign to be prefent, to enable me the better to give you an account 
of it. 


MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Debates on the Septennial Bill,— Arguments on both fides. 
London, April 26, 1758. 
N my Jaft I could only give you an account that the Septennial Bill was 
committed by a great majority; now I can acquaint you that yefterday it 
paft the Houfe of Commons by a majority of above two to one. The cheif 
arguments ufed on the whigg fide, were the prefent fituation of our affairs, an 
enemy at home in open rebellion not yet quite fubdued, and a fa€tion at home 


* The three following letters are by miftake placed out of the regular order of date. 
that 
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that encouraged riots and tumults, and would undoubtedly lay hold of the 
opportunity that a new eleétion offer’d them to {tir up the people to not only 
riots, but even a frefh rebellion, that the Triennial A@ never anfwer'’d the 
ends at firft propos’d by it; that it ferv’d for no other end, but to keep alive 
our animofities, which by the fhort intervals between eleftions had not time to 
cool; and that it debauch’ d the commo& people’s morals and printiples, and 
made them capable of the wortt impreffionsgand ruin’d the gentry, who by the 
frequent returns of eleions were put to great expences, and become flaves to 
the populace; that it hinder’d the due adminiftration of guflice, becaufe the 
magiftrates durft not punifh many and great crimes, if committed by a voter 
or for fear of difobliging one, and that at the prefent junéture when our 
foreign enemies only wanted a fit opportunity to invade us anew, and put the 
pretender again upon us, we ought to be upon our guard, and afford him no 
occafion. 

‘The tories in their turn harrangued on the topicks of liberty, and faid that 
frequent eleGlions were the fafety of the kingdom, by placing proper checks 
on the crown, minifter, and even the Houfe of Commons itfelf; that to rea 
peal this bill, was in cffe€ to own the king could not truft his people; befides 
they argued it was unjuft to continue themfelves for any longer time than the 
people chofe them for, they mufi then be efteemed not the peoples but their 
own reprefentatives, and what laws fhould be madc by them after the time 
expired for which they were cle€led, muft be null and void; this doughty 
argument was infifted on by almoft every one, but particularly by fir Thomas 
Hanmer and Lechmere, but this was both laughed at and refuted. For fhould 
that argument hold, then we were a people that had not a fupreme power, 
and fo could neither make or repeal any laws at all, befides it took from 
us the naturat laws of felf defence and prefervation in times of extream 
danger: for the fame power that made that law mult furely have an equat 
power of repealing it. This is the fum of both arguments, but in the debates 
on this fubje&, a good deal of warmth was fhewn by the tories, and Snell fo 
‘affronted te whole Scotch nation, in faying that no wonder thofe gentlemen 
were for giving up our liberties, who had given up thofe of their own nation, 
that he was forc’d to explain himfelf and afk pardon. Lord Finch abus’d both 
par'iament and minifters, that this bill was calculated to ferve the avarice of 
a few perfons ; and he term’d the Houle of Commons a lick fpittle parliament 
for coming into it. It muft be own’d the whiggs when it was firft propos’d did 
not relifh it at all, but thefe arguments ard the neceflity of the times converted 

them, 
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“Perind 11. them. And it is now evident that they fhould like what they have done the 

“ ta taghlleyy better, becaufe there is not a jacobite who does not rail aloud againft i it, which 

1716,  confeffcs a difappointment and that we have broke their fchemes. Thus I have 
given you as full an account of this matter as { could in a letter. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


The prince favours the tories. —Whigs difgufted—butcerty complains of his and 
lord Townfhend’s uneafy and uncertain fituation—they are difliked by the 
prince, and rumowrs are in circulation that they are obnoxious to the king. 

Hampton Court, Auguft sihiceleilh 1716. 

Stanhope E came hither laft night fince I wrote to you by Mr. Jennings, and here 

Papers, we find the duke of Shrewfbury upon pretence of the dutchefles being 
in waiting an inhabitant of the place, which by all accounts, his publick as 
well as private reception and conferences with beth prince and princeffe fuf- 
ficiently encourage. The duke of Argyle is never abfent from hence one 
day, he is conftantly in parties of pleafure with the prince, they have begun 
little private balls, which ’tis faid are to be twice or thrice a week. The 
company are his highneffe, his grace, and fuch of the family as are his grace’s 
humble fervants, the women, the maids of honour, and fome of the dreffers, 
and no fpectators admitted. You can eafily conje€ture what mult be the 
confequences of thefe appearances, they have fuch an effeét already, as draws 
the tories from all parts of the neigbourhood, gives fuch a difguft to the whigs 
as before Michaelmas I may venture to prophecy, the company here will be 
two to one of the king’s enemies. 

We are here chain’d to the oare, and working like flaves, and are look’d 
upon as no other ; for not only the behaviour and conduét of the prince are a 
weight upon us; but the induftrious reprefentations that are made of our 
being loft with the king reduces our credit to nothing.’ If-we are to be the 

.king’s fervants, and to be fupported in ferving him as king, our hands mutt 
be firengthened. A known divifion among ourfelves, which common danger, 
if the king pleafes, he may remedy, the appearance of a declining intereft with 
the king, and the unalterable refentment of the prince, however at prefent dif. 

~guis’d, againft fuch as he looks upon attach’d to the fervice of the king pre- 
ferable to his intereft, leave us in a fcituation fcarce to be weathered through. 

We know of no remedy to thefe evills but the. king’s return, and if he will 

putt his affairs upon the fame foot as formerly, there will be no difficulty 

in 
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in ferving with the fame fucceffe. If he is otherwife difpofed, and has peso n. 
thoughts of fixing another {cheme.of miniftry, not to advife him to determine 1214101724 
one way or other, is to betray him, for in the prefent ftate of affairs his bufi- . 
neffe will moulder to nothing, and whilft all the world is in a gaze to fee which 
way the wind will blow and fettle, nobody cares to putt to {ea in fuch a ftorm 
and hurricane as we are in at prefent. | 





1716. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SBCRETARY STANHOPE. 


Corfu i tn danger of being taken by she Turks.—The Italian powers alarmed.— 
Favourable to the Englifh intere/ls.—The prince of Wales fupports the 
duke of Argyle.—Behaves with great coldnefs to lord Townfhend.—Em~ 
barraffments of the miniftry on that gccount.—Neceffity of the king’s coming 
over. | 

. OR, Hampton Court, Auguft rothmarft, 1716. 

[ Am commanded by my lord Townfhend and Mr, Methuen to tran{mitt to To nthend 
you the enclofed pieces of intercepted correfpondence from Turin and Papert: 

other parts, for his majefty’s perufal, together with their obfervations upon the Origingl 

contents of them for your own amufement. Thefe letters all agree in expreffing draughts 
the. great confternation the princes of Italy are under from the advantages 

gained by the Turks over the Venetian fleet, and from the danger Corfu isn of 

falling into the hands of the infidels and thereby opening a door for them 

to enter Italy. You will fee that the profpect of this danger putts the court 

of Turin upon the thoughts of forming an alliance with the princes of Italy 

for the fecurity of that.country againft the Turks, and of fetting France at 

the head of this league. Should the Turks fucceed before Corfu and make 

an attempt thence upon Italy it is not be doubted but the princes of that 

country how much foever they may agree in the neceffity of afking affiftance 

will be extremely puzzled and divided of whom to afk it, having almoft as 

much to fear from their proteftors as from their enemies, and being as jealous 

of the power that muft interpofe in their defence as thofe powers will necef- 

farily be of one another. So that whether the regent or the emperor, or 

both, undertake the defence of this kingdom, that incident, however unfor~ 

tunate we mult efteem it as Chriftians, will make his majelty’s friendthip more 

courted both at Paris and Vienna than any thing elfe could poffibly have done 

at this junGture; and thould the Turks by carrying the war into Italy oblige 
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that country to invite one or other of the powers above-mentioned to their 
fupport; my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion the immediate 
confequence would be that the regent in order to fecure all behind hfm and 
to be at full liberty to pour his forces into Iaaly, wouid be for concluding 
the alliance with his majefty out of hand upon,terms more advantageous for 
England than he would otherwife ever, have been brought to; while the em- 
peror on the other hand would pique himfelf to fhew ¢he fame regard to his 
majefty, and might be prevailed of by the neceffity of the conjun@ure not 
only to redrefs all grievances complained of by his majefty’s Britifh fubjeéts but 
even to confirm the King’s new acquifitions in the empire and give at leaft his 
countenance and authority towards ending and fettling the affairs in the north 
to his majefty’s fatisfation. So that they are of opinion it will be for his 
majefty’s fervice ftill to decline the loan, and to avoid taking new engage- 
ments either with the regent or with the emperor, till the {cence opens a little 
farther and fhews whether the Turk will be able to carry the war into Italy; 
in which cafe they do not doubt but his majefty will have the arbitration and 
ballance of Europe in his own hands. 

This advantageous fituation abroad, they are in hopes may go a great way 
towards retrieving his majefty’s affairs at home from the ftate into which his 
abfénce has thrown them, of which you will receive fo full an account this 
polt from Mr. Walpole, that they think unneceffary to trouble you with alt 
the particulars. They only think proper to obferve to you that the duke of 
Argyle poffefles the prince’s ear and confidence entirely, and has introduced 
the duke of Shrewfbury and Mr. Hill, into his royal highncffe’s favour and in. 
timacy, who are the perfons pitched upon by the torys to manage the intereft for 
them, and who give their party all the hopes and encouragement imaginable. In 
the mean time the perfons who have the honour to be entrufted by his majefty 
are treated with great coldnefs and referve. My lord Towfhend has been at 
the trouble of removing hither with his whole family, and is at the expence of 
keeping a table twice a week ; and he together with Mr. Methuen pays the 
moft conftant, not to fay flavifh attendance, upon the prince, in return for alf 
which they can but barely procure marks of outward civility from his royal 
highnefs. ‘This vifible diftin€tion in favour of the duke of Atgyle and his 
friends has already caufed fuch jealoufy and uneafinefs among the whigs, that 
it is apprehended before Michaelmafs the court may be fuller of torys than 
of the others, and fuch divifions are already formed amongft them that it is 
impoffible to exert any vigour im the admiuiftration, much lefs to think of 

carrying 
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carrying’on the king’s bufinefs in parliament while things continue upon the Period IT. 
prefent foot. The only remedy they can forefee is that his majefty fhould re- Heels 
folve t® come over and hold the next feffion in perfon, and that his refolution 1716. 
fo to do fhould be immediately intimated and declared, which, together with 

his mgjefty’s fhewing marks of his favour to fome whofe faithfull fervices have 

hitherto been unrewarded, they are of, opinion may ftill give a ,check to the: 
growing hopes of the dwke of Argyle’s cabal. They make no doubt but this 

advice will fall under the common imputation of being calculated with a view 
‘to force the king home for their own private ends and purpofes; but things 

are come to fuch a pafs that they think themfelves obliged to overlook the 

cenfures their fidelity may incurr, and they could not anfwer it to their own 
confciences, if they omitted making this reprefentation. However, if you 

think it will have a contrary effe€&t to what they propofe, and that without 

doing any good it will only give offence to his majefty they leave it to you 

to db with it as you think fite. 


P. S. Since writing what goes before the news of the vi€tory over the 
Turks is arrived, which has been received with the greateft fatisfaGtion here. 
Lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen arc of opinion that if a right ufe is made 
of this vitory the emperor may be enabled to carry on his views with 
refpeét to Italy, in fuch a manner as both he and the king may find their 


account in it. 


This difpatch from fecretary Stanhope is a very interefting and important 
paper. It contains an abftraét of the negotiation carried on with the abbot 
du Bois at Hanover, which ended in the conclufion of the alliance between 
England and France. The addrefs and firmnels with which Stanhope con. 
duted himfelf on this occafion, gained him the approbation and confidence 
of the king, and enabled him, in conjunétion with Sunderland, to remove 
Townfliend and Walpole from the adminiftration, who had been the origi- 
nal promoters of this very treaty. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 


Negotiation between fecretary Stanhope and du Bois at Hanover, concern- 


ing the alliance with France.— Firmne/s of the king in infifling upon 
Kk 2 the 
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the demolition of Mardyke, and the removal of the pretender beyond the 
Alps.—Afier much difficulty and many objettions du Bois confents to the 
terms propofed by fecretary Stanhope. 


SIR, Hanover, Augnft 24, 17:6. 


Tue abbé du Bois has been here five days, and delivered to me the inclofed 
paper marked A, as the regent’s lat refolution tagiching Mardyke. You 
will fee by it that very little morc 1s*propofed than to alter the fluices, but the 
fame depth of water is propofed to be preferved, and even, as I underftand 
him in difcourfe, the kreat fluice is propofed only to be dammed up, and not 
deftroyed as in our projcét, fo that by removing the carth or brick work with 
which they fhall have fo dammed it up, it may in avery few days, if I miflake 
not, be reftored to its prefent fate, for which reafon in the French it is fay’d 
the great paflage fhall be deftroyed, and not the grand radicr, &c. as in ours. 
After having read this paper and feveral others, containing reafonings wpon 
this matter, I told him I was very forry no greater progrefs was made in this ne- 
gociation which I faw muft come to nothing. He would fain have brought me 
to reafon with him in detail upon this bufinefs, about which he had brought a 
great bundle of draughts, and other writings, but I cut him fhort, and told him 
*twas to no purpofe, that I was the more concern’d at this, becaufe his majcity 
upon the report which I had made of our former conferences, and of the 
earncft defire which the regent expreffed by him for his majcfty’s friendthip, 
and which I repreifented as very fincere, had in good meafure overcome the 
reluttancy he had to become guaranty to the fucceffion of France, in which 
his royal highnefs was fo much concerned. In fhort, I told him this was a 
maticr upon which his majelty was fo far from being able to yield any thing, 
that 1 was fure his majefty would not fo much as give me leave here to 
talk about it; that the demand made by his majefty was the, refult of feveral 
conferences in the privy council in prefence of his majefty after mature 
deliberation, and a full examination of engineers, fea officers, &c. He then 
propofed that Monfieur D’Iberville fhould immediately go to England and 
take fome engineer with him, with draughts and papers, by which he does not 
doubt to convince the council in England, that what is offered by the regent 
is fulficient to anfwer the ends propofed by England. Having reported this 
conference to his majefty, I had his commands to tell him, that if they fent 


‘any, body to England, they fhould be heard; but at the lame time gave him 


no manner of hopes that any thing in our demands would be receded from. 
‘Having 
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Having thus fettled this matter, he prefled me to difcourfe upon the other 
two points, that of the removal of the pretender, and that of the fucceffion 
to the crbwn of France, I told him that whatever I could fay to him upon 
either of thofe heads was to be underftood as faid conditionally, that the article 
about Mardyke be agreed to his anajefty’s fatisfattion, 

As to the fucceflion to the crown of France, I offered to dyaw up an 
article with him exprefling his majefly’s guaranty of the fame to the duke of 
Orleans in as ftrong terms as he could fuggelt, but when he came clofe to the 
‘point, I found that notwithltanding the guaranty of this (uccellion be the 
only true and real motive which induces the regent to” feck his majefty’s 
fricnd{hip, yet the abbé was inftructed rather to have it brought in, as an 
acceffory to the treaty, than to have an article fo framed as fnould make it 
evident thai was his only drift, and intent. He infifled therefore very frongly 


for three days that his majefly fhould in this treaty guaranty the treaty of 


Utrecht, the 6th article of which treaty contains every thing, which relates 
to the fucceffion of the crown of France. FI told him that £ underftood the 
intention of France, Great Brittain, and Holland in this negociation to be no 
other than to fettle a lafting peace between themlelves refpedlively, that he 
well knew the treaty of Utrecht having been made after a long war, in which 
all Europe was engaged, it was neceflary by that treaty to fettle the interefts 
of inany flates very foreign to the bufinefs now in hand; that whatever ftate 


or prince fhould require a guaranty of any intercft or advantage accrucing 


to him. by the treaty of Utrecht, was at likerty to apply direétly cither to the 
king, the French king, or the States, who would upon fuch requifition enter 
into fuch conventions, or engagements as they fall think proper thercupon ; 
but that I took it to be our bufinefs at prefent only to fetth: what immediately 
concerned either of the party's treating. He fill prefling me upon id's point, 
I received the king’s commands to tell him plainly this would never be com. 
ply’d with; that this being to be a triple alliance, the confequence of in- 
ferting a general article to, guaranty the treaty of Utrecht would be to oblige 
England to become guaranty for whatever conditions were Ripulated at Utrecht 
between France and Holland, and fo vce verfa; that it was well known the 
Dutch had never owned the Duke of Savoy for King of Sicily; and had 
refuled becoming any way party’s to all the tranfattions relating to that 
prince, and the treaty of Utrecht; that to infert fuch a claufe would be 
forcing the Dutch, at the time we affeét to feek their friendfhip, to a meafure 
which they would not fwallow at the time of their greateft difficulty’s; and 

which 
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which muft inevitably be very much refented by the emperor, with whom his: 


te tT maje tty fo lately had concluded an alliance, and with whom he was refolved 
1716. tolive well. The abbé finding me thus peremptory talked of gofng away 


immediately, which threat I bore very patiegtly; buc thinking better of it he 

brought himfelf to be fatisfied, if an article Qhould be inferted to guaranty the 

ath, 5th, and 6th articles of the treaty of Utrecht between France and 

England, “and the gift between France and Holland; the two former of 
which relate only to the fucceffién of England, and the two latter contain 

every thing which concerns that of France and the renunciations; upon’ 
which it is foundéd. This propofal was lyable to fewer objeftions; but I 

having laiely feen letters from Vienna, touching their apprchenfions of our 

alliance with France, laying a great f{trefs upon the hardfhip which they con- 

ceive was done the Houle of Auftria by entailing the fucceffion to the crown 

of Spain upon the houfe of Savoy in default of the branch of Anjou; and 
the fame letters exprefling that they could not take it ill, if the king by a 

treaty with the regent fhould fecure the refpeétive fuccelfions to the crowns 
of France and England; 1 thought it was worth confidcring whether in truth 
an article might not be framed, effeétually fecuring the intereft of the king 
and the regent, without giving offence unneceflarily to the houfe of Auftria. 

I, therefore, prepared the article contain’d in the inclofed paper, marked B. 

to be fubftituted in the room of the fifth article of our projeé, whereby the 
three powers are to guaranty all and every the articles of the treaty of Utrecht, 
fo far forth as they concern the interefts of each of the three powers, and the 
fucceffions to the two crowns of Great Brittain and France, and having lay’d 
it before the king his majefty was pleafed to approve it, and commanded me 
10 ufe my beft endeavours to bring the abbé to confent to it, which it has coft 
me three days wrangling to do. 

As to the bufinels of the pretender you will fee by the inclofed paper, 
marked C, that France offers three expedients, and his majefty is willing to 
promife thai he will accept of one of them, which probably will be the third, 
when the article of Mardyke fhall have been fettled to his fatisfaétion; all the 
reft of our projeét flands agreed to with only one fmall addition inferted in 
the body of the 7th article, and fome lines at the end of it, the firft-of which 
additions is relative to what is mentioned in the fifth article as it ftands 
alter’d concerning the two fucceffions; the addition at the end, which puts 
the feveral party’s under the obligation of declaring war in favour of the in- 
jur’d ally if it be neceffary, is no more than what is done in the fourteenth 

article 
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article of the treaty with Holland for the defence of the fucceffion, and ” 
barrier. By agreeing to the preamble, as it ftlands with the title of eleGor of 
Brunfwick, { do not know whether the abbé be aware that his mafter 
becomes guaranty for the king’’ new acquifitions in Germany, for which 
reafon, and left his court fhould mot approve even the. fifth article; I have 
defired that he fhould both fign the projaét as it now flands, referving as you 
will fee in the paper itf&lf, the article of Dunkirk to be determin’d in 
England. By this means all future cavills will be prevented during the 
- courfe of this negociation ; and fince the expedient which his majefty will ac- 
cept in relation to the pretender will be that bis minifter fhall fign an a@, 
promifing in his majefty’s name to fign the treaty immediately after the pre- 
tender fhall have pafled the Alps; ’tis neceffary the treaty to be fo figned 
fhould be previoufly fixed, and fettled; the king has thercfore commanded 
me to fign what has been agreed between the abbé and me, in the manner 
you will fee. I take it for granted that as foon as the abbé’s couricr reaches 
Paris, Monficur d’Iberville will be difpatch’d to you; but if the fuccefs of 
this treaty is to depend upon his convincing you, that what the regent offers 
as to Mardyke is fufficient, I doubt it wont be concluded in hatte. 

The abbé had propofed an article drawn in French to guaranty the Dutch 
Barrier, upon which I had the king’s commands to tell him, that his majefty 
would upon all occafions be moft ready to contribute every thing in his 
power for the fecurity of the States; but that he took it for granted that 
they would propofe for thenifelves what they judged to be for their fervice. 
Upon this occafion I muft tell you that onc of the worft confequences which 
his majefty apprechends from this treaty is, that if the French become by it 
guarantees for the Dutch Barrier, it will furnifh them with a pretence, and 
indeed a kind of right of becoming arbitrators, and umpires of the many 
differences which will naturally arife between the Dutch and the Flemings, 
which there is too much reafon to fear may be blown up to fuch a degree in 
time, as to make a breach between the einperor, and the Dutch, whom they 
will have an opmertunity to play one againft the other. Whether, or in what 
manner this can be prevented is pretty hard to fay. 1 fend this difpatch 
under a flying feal to Mr. Walpole, who I belicve may communicate the 
contents of it in confidence to the penfionary, Monfieur Fagel, and Slinger- 
land; and my lord Townfhend will I am perfuaded fend him his royal 
bighnciles dire@ions how he is to govern himfelf in this refpe€t. Till the bu- 
finefs of Mardyke is fettled, 1 take it for grantéd Monfieur Chateauneuf will 

not 
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not demand any conferences with him; and if he fhould, Mr. Walpole has a 
very good reafon to decline them, fince the negociation for the prefent is re- 
moved from thence. The abbé du Bois whom I did not know to’ be a 


-councelour of ftate of France till now, hasefull powers in form, and did pro- 


pofe to have figned the treaty here with me; but upon my telling him that 
could nqgt be, for that his majefty’s minifter at the Hague had the full 
powers, he writes to France for orders to go toethe Hague which he will 
probably receive by the return of his courrier ; in the mean time he remains 
incognito in my houfe: how long his being here can be kept a fecret, J wilt 
hot anfwer, but I think the lefs it will be talked of will be the better.* 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Symptoms of a divifion among the whigs.—Applauds Stanhope’s management of 


Townfhend 
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the negotiation with du Bois.—Uvrges the neceffily of the king’s commg cver 
to hold the parliament in perfon.—AJmpolicy in propofing to make fir Richard 
Child, who was a tory, a peer. 

SiR, Hampton Court, Friday, Auguit 17th—~a8th, 17176. 


N Saturday the 11th inflant, I received the great honour of your letter 
of the 14th N. S. with one enclofed to my lord Townfhend, I 

am commanded by his lordfhip and Mr. fecretary Methuen to return you, 
their moft hearty thanks for the communications you are fo kind as to make, 
particularly for imparting to them the abbé du Bois’s letter. They are {till 
of opinion, notwithftanding the fpecious infinuations of that letter, that the 
regent will never confent to demoliih Mardyke in the manner {pecified by the 
projet, and confequently that the king will never be brought under any 
difficulty with refpe& to the guaranty of the renunciations. My lord Town{- 
hend is not furprifed, that the king doubted whether he writt his own fenti- 
ments on the fubjcct of the negociation in his difpatch of the 47th July. His 
majefty knowing, that lord Townfhend has long been of opinion, that any 
farther engagements with the regent, particularly with refpe€ to the fuccef- 
fions would only ferve to firengthen the regent, and to putt it in his power to 
do the king greater mifchicf, without adding the leaft fecurity to the fuccef. 


* The king made choice of the firft of the. three expedients offered by France, that the 
French king obliges himfelf to remove the pretender beyond the Alps, ery after 
Signing the treaty and before the exchange of the ratifications.. 
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then was not only purfuant to the prince’s commands, but perfeétly agreeable 
to his own fentiments, he being fully perfuaded that as the fituation of affairs 
-both at home and abroad theft flood, it would have been of great differvice to 
his imajefty for the negociatfon to have fplitt upon the fingle point of the 
fucceffions, 

His lordfhip and Mit. Methuen think jt the great misfortune of this govern- 
ment that our kings cannot always aét up to what they judge right; but muft 
be often obliged to have regard to the humours of thgir fubjeéts, which will 
always be more or Iefs troublefome according as that party which has the 
majority in parliament is in a good or bad temper. And they are forry to 
obferve, that from the difpofition of offices, and the behaviour of lords Sun- 
derland and Cadogan before the king's going over, as well as from the en- 
couragements fince given to the torys by the prince’s countenancing Mr. 
Hill, Mr. Hutchinfon, the dukes of Shrewfbury and Argyll, the whigs in 
generall are become fo uncafy and divided, that fhould things continue upon 
the prefent foot, the profpeét for the next feffion of parliament would be but 
melancholly, And lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that in 
this fituation, if the regent had offered full fatisfa€tion with relation to Mar- 
dyk, and the treaty had mifcarried on the point of the renunciations and fuce 
eclfions only, it would have been reprefented even by the whigs, that the king 
had from the very beginning determined not to come to any accommodation 
with France, purely that he never might want a ftanding pretext for keeping 
the prefent forces on foot, which fuggeftion might have gone farther towards: 
difbanding the forces, than any other argument in the mouth of the whigs. 
Neither as the affairs of the courts of Vienna and Madrid then ftood, would 
the arguments drawn from the apprehenfions of difobliging thofe powers have 
had their due weight; tho’ what has fince happened in both thofe places will 
add great ftrength to that confideration. The emperor’s entire victory over 
the Turks will make the fricndfhip of the court of Vienna morc rcfpe&ted and 
efteem’d, and the handfome manner in which the king of Spain has gratified 
the Seuth Sea Company in all their demands relating to the Affiento, joined 
with the profpeét of having our treaty of commerce fully executed by Albe- 
roni’s being become chief minifter, will make the court of Madrid much more 
popular here, and confequently the better enable the king to perfift in any 
relolution which {hall have the appearance of being taken in their favour. 

But aftey all, my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen apprehend that the ' 
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fuccefs of any ftep the king fhall think fitt to take, with refpe& either to the 
uegociation or to any other affairs relating to England, will depend on his ma~ 
jefty’s coming over to hold the parliament, and upon his purfuing with fted- 
dine{s in the next feflion the fame meafures which have carried him fo fuc- 


‘cefsfully through the two preceding ones; and till his refolution on this im- 


portant pointsis known, they are utterly -at a lofs what to advife. However 
they cannot but think his majefty has determined right in giving the abbé du 
Bois leave to come on to, Hanover, and thcy think they may be fo bold as to 
fay, that if his majefty will but purfue the proper meafures here, he need not 
be afraid to give the abbé fuch an anfwer as he fhall judge moft for his fer- 
vice, fince they make no doubt but with the affiftance above-mentioned they 
fhall be able to fupport it here. They think it cannot be doubted but that the 
abbé’s coming muft be of great advantage to his majefty’s affairs, both as fuch 
a fubmiffion on the part of the regent will help to make the court of Vienna 
more obfervant and refpe€tful towards his majefty, and as the negotiation is 
by this means taken out of the hands of the French faftion in Holland, and 
Jeft entircly with the king. And they think that even tho’ the king were 
determined never to come into this treaty, yet it would be of great fervice to 
his affairs to keep this negociation between the abbé and you alive for fome time 
longer; fince the regent will by this means be certainly withheld from fupport- 
ing the jacobites in the king’s abfence, which muft very much fink the fpirits 
of that party here; and his majefty may by the credit of this negociation find it 
more eafie to influence and lead the court of Vienna into fuch meafures (fince 
their late vi€tory) as may be moft agreeable to his majefty’s interefts, as wel} 
as to that of the houfe of Auftria and of all Europe. 

My lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are extremely concerned at what 
you write about the probability of fir Richard Child’s immediate promotion 
to the peerage. They apprehend that fuch a mark of his majefty’s favour to 
that gentleman who is a tory, may have a very ill effeét at this junQure, and 
that it will at leaft revive many pretenfions among the whigs which are in 
every refpeét better founded, fo that it will be of great differvice to his ma= 
jefty to do it at prefent: for which reafon they defire you would ufe your 
utmoft endeavours at leaft to gett it deferr’d till after the next feffion, by 
which means his majefty will have the fervice of fir R. Child in the Houfe 
of Commons for one feffion longer ; and they make no doubt but the evident 
reafonablencfs of this delay will reconcile fir R. Child to acquiefce in it, if 


che can have his majefty’s affurance of its being done at that time. 


STEPHEN 
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Addreffes to the prince.—Difcontents fomented by fome difcontentea whigs.—, 1716. 
Again preffes the neceffity of the king’s coming over, 
SIR, Hampton Court, 21ft AugutlSept. 1, 1716, 
Y lord Townfhend and Mr. Mcphuen return youm any thgnks for your ‘Townthend 
private letter of she 23d Auguft, and congratulate you on the fuccefs of Papers. 
your negociation with the abbé du Bois, which they think very well anfwers Original 
the pains you have employed im it; particularly the article relating to the augers 
guaranty they look upon to be drawn up with fuch caution and dexterity as ; 
makes no lefs for your own credit than for the advantage of his majefty’s 
iervice; fince in it fuch care is taken to avoid confirming the treaty of Utrecht 
in general,,and to confine the ftipulations on the fubje€ of the fucceffions to the 
immediate intcrefts of the powers contra€ting, that the emperor cannot with 
any* foundation of reafon take exception at this guaranty. As for the abbé's. 
{pecification of what the regent is willing to do towards ruining Mardyke they 
look upon it to be fo very infufficient, that inflead of anfwering his majefty’s 
intentions, it {eems only to prove the regent’s infincerity and his refolution 
never to comply with that important demand. However fince his majefty 
has been .pleafed to refer that matter hither, they defire he would do them 
the juftice to believe, that they will inlift on the ftrongeft and moft explicit 
{tipulations on that head from Mr. Iberville, or any one elfe whom it {hall be 
their lott to treat with, and if the court of France fhould refufe to give fatis« 
fa€tion in this particular, the treaty will break off upon a point fo juftly po. 
pular here, that every honeft man will condemn the regent and applaud his 
majefty’s condu& through the whole courfe of this negotiation, 
As to domeftick affairs, they command me to acquaint you, that they a are 
well informed the whole body of the torys are promoting addrefles from all 
parts to the prince, the heads of which they hear are already fent down, and 
that the general tenour of them will be to compliment the prince upon his 
regency and upon his fhewing himfelf difpofed to be a common father to all 
his people, in fpight of the artifices and infinuation of fuch as delight in war 
or bloodfhed; by which it is intended to refleé on his majcfty’s conduét, and 
ftigmatize fuch of his fervants as were moft ative in carrying on the late war 
againft France, and in purfuing the meafures found ncceflary for fupprefling 
the rebellion. They are affured that fir John Packington has undertaken to 
procure {uch an addrefs from Worcefterfhire, and Mr, Bromlcy another from 
L2 Warwick« | 
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counties; they likewife hear that fome of the difcontented whigs are entered 


“into this projeét, encouraged by the duke of Argyll, Mr. Lechmere arid Mr. 


Hamden, and tho’ they make no doubt but that the main body of the whigs 
will now be upon their guard, and oppofe a de&gn of {uch pernicious tenden- 
cy, yet they find that fome well-meaning people have been already drawn in to 
promote congratulatory addreffes to the prince. My lord Townfhend and Mr. 
Methuen are of opinion that this is the wifeft ftep the jacobites have yet taken, 
fince it manifeftly tends to fet up the fon againft the father, and to lay a Jafting 
foundation of uneafinefs and diftra€tion among thofe who are beft affeGted to 
theroy all family: however they think themfelves obliged to do his rvyall high~ 
nefs the juftice to declare, that they neither hear, ner can perceive by any ob- 
fervations they have yet been able to make, that he has given the fmalleft 
encouragement to thcfe addreffes. 

The only remedy they can forefee for this and other growing evils is, what 
I had the honour to mention to you in my laft, that his majefty fhould take the 
rcfolution of coming over to hold the parliament, and that it fhould be known 
immediately he has fuch an intention, They have nothing further to add on 
this head, but to defire you wauld manage the intelligence with fuch caution, 
that no perfon living but the king may know it comes from them, 

My lord Townfhend does moft earneftly defire that you would ufe your 
utmoft endeavours towards getting the dutys on the Britifh tobacco imported 
into Rremen reduced to the ancient foot as foon as poflible ; fince that mat- 
ter begins to make a great noife already in London, and will probably give a 
handle to fuch complaints in parliament as may confound the bulinels of the 
whole feffion, . 

Enclofed are fome pieces of intercepted correfpondence which I have the 
the honour to tran{mitt to you by my lord Townfhend’s command. 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT WALFOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Mentions, the motives and impropriety of the addreffes to the prince. —Sunder- 
land in taking leave gives fir ong affurances of friend/hip.—The prince eager 
to fettle the bufinefs for the mext Jefpon.—Artifices employed to delay it— 
Cabals feem to bein agitation—on the duke of Argyle’s penfion.—The prince 
difpafed to be more complying. —Is prevailed upon though with atficulty io 
give a proper sgpeee: to the Gloceflerfhiroaddre/s, 


DEAR SIR, Auguft 3o—Sept. 10, 1776, 


INCE I troubled you laft, you had‘an account by another hand of the ap- 
prehenfions we had of addreffes, that were fett on foot in feverall parts of 
the kinedom, which we heard no more of till yefterday, that Gues Erle (the 
duke of Argyle’s Erle) that fold to’ther day, brought an addrefle to Mr. 
Methwyn from Gicurefterfhire. The addreffe is to the prince and contains 
nothing in it that is very liable to objeGtion; but Mr. Erle having no con- 
cern in that country, Mr. Methwyn told him, if any gentleman -that was 
thought proper to deliver it, fhould defire it of him, he would not refufe to 
introduce him, which was all he coulddo. Mr. Erle then left the addreffe with 
him, but upon fecond thoughts came for it again in the afternoon, and faid 
he would deliver it himfelf. It is obfervable tho’ there is nothing very ma- 
tcriall in this addreffe, it comes from the county where an addreffe of another 
{piritt was refus’d; and it Seems, fince they could not have fuch a onc as they 
wifh’d, they would rather have fuch a onc as the whigs would fign, and could 
not be objeéted to, than have none at all, and this is certainly meant as a 
forerunner to others that are ready prepar’d, and will be of that ftile which you 
were before acquainted with. We have reafon to believe there are fome more 
in other countyies ready to be fent up, which may be in themfelves not very 
fignificant, but only to introduce the humour of addrefling, which when begun, 
if it meets with encouragement, you may depend upon it, will be followed in 
fuch a manner, as to complement the prince at the expence of the king and 
his fervants, for this was moft certainly the firft defign, and can be of no 
other ufe. The tories are waiting for the event, and flatter themfelves with 
no finall advantage from it. Lord Sunderland has left us, and will be foon 
with vou; we partcd with all the profeffions and affurances of mutual friend. 
fhip and‘union, that was poffible. He feem’d indced fenfible of the ill con- 


fequences of the meafures he bad been engag’d in, and feem’d refolved to re- 
turn 
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‘when he had fett them wrong. | 

The prince appears to us eafy and in good humour, but is very preffing 
to have the fcheme of the next feffion fix’d and agreed upon and laid before 
him: you may be fure we ufe all the method and artifices we cah for delay and 
to gain time, in hopes to hear from you that his highnefle may probably be 
eas’dof this trouble. There is begun a round of dinners, the firft was at lord 
Uxbridge’s houfe in Middlefex, ‘the fecond at lord Orrery’s in that neigh- 
bourhood: we are told it is to go on, the company, thefe two lords, duke of 
Shrewfbury, duke ‘of Argyle, lord Carlton, lord Rochefter, Dick Hill, lord 
‘Windior. They have all country houles at about fifteen miles diftance, and 
are frequent attenders at court, and feem to think they have fuch a profpe& as 
requires and may encourage caballing. I fhould have acquainted you before, 
that it being neceffary in point of form to pafle a patent to revoke the duke 
of Argyle’s patent for his penfion of £.2,000. per annum, I did prefent to the 
prince a warrant for this purpoie, which his highnefle did refufe to fign ; that 
the penfion in law ftands ftill good, but no money will be paid upon it with- 
out our dire€tion, which you may be fure will not be had; that I dont know © 
whether you will think proper to mention this to the king, fince it can have 
no confequences before his return, but if his majefty is acquainted with it, 
which probably fhould not be omitted, we are of opinion, it will be advifeable 
not to fend any orders about it, for fear of difturbing the prince, who now 
feems dilpofed to be eafy. 

Since I wrote the firil part of this, the Gloucefterfhire addreffe has becn 
deliver’d, which his highnefle was prevailed upon to receive in the beft manner 
that could be wilh’d. He told Mr. Erle that prefented it, he was obliged to 
the gentlemen for their zcal and attention, but defired he would lett them 
know, that it was more agreeable td him to have all things of this nature ad- _ 
dreffed to the king. It coft tome pains to bring his highneffe to this temper, | 
and will be a great difappointment to the managers of this affair. It is worth 
notice that Mr. Lechmere was the penman of this addreffe. Lord Townl 
hend gives you an account of this in his publick difpatch, and begs you will 
give fuch a turn to it in your anfwer, as may pleafe and encourage the prince 
in this inltance of his duty and regard tothe king. The prince talks of going 
inten daysto Portfmouth. The rpute isto lord Dorfett’s in Kent, from thence 
to the ipcaker’s in Suffex, and returns back by lord Scarborough’s. 

: STEPHEN 
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STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Gives the ftronge/t affurances that. the king is fatisficd with his minifters tn 
England, and mentions the difficulty he had in perfuading the king to permit 
lord Sunderland to come to Hanover. 

SIR, Hanover, Sept. the 8th, ryy6. 
Have reccived your letters of the 16th afd a1ft of Auguft, both which I 

- read to the king who I may venture to fay is very well pleafed with the 

foot upon which the negociation with France ftands at prefent. I believe it 

will pleafe him beft if the regent fhould not comply with our article about 

Mardyke, but you may depend upon it that his majefty will be very eafie, 

if by {uch a gomplyance France fhould finifh the treaty. By reading thefe 

two letters to the king you will perceive that I have broke thro’ the refolu- 
tion I had taken of avoyding for fome time to {peak direAly to the king 
about returning to England: his majefty hath not authorized me to fay any 
thing upon this head, the mentioning of which doth plainly give uneafinefs, 
but I doe verily believe he will come; I am confident he is very well pleafed 
with the hands his bufinefs isin. And you may be perfe@ly eafed of any 
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apprehenfions from one quarter, fince ’twas with difficulty that I prevailed’ 


this morning for leave, that lord Sunderland fhould come hither after drink. 
ing the waters of Aix, He had writt tome for leave, and you will cafily 
imagine if it had not been granted, where the fault would have been laid, fo I 
did really prefs.itand obtained it with difficulty. I am in my ownmind per- 
fuaded, that it had been better not to have mentioned yett to the king the necef- 


fity of his returning to hold the feffion of parliament, but when fuch a ftrefs, | 


and fo juftly is laid upon it, I could not anfwer to myfelf the not mentioning 
it, Ihave in the main come off better than I expefted; and I doe myfelf 
verily believe *twill doe. Iam very fincerely yours. 

I have received the king’s orders to tell the dutchefs, that fir Richard Child 
fhall certainly he a peer at the end of next feffion of parliament, provided he 
doe not prefs to be made till then. 


STEPHEN 
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rd ae Reprefcnis the infidious condué of France in regard to Mardyke.—‘And again 
tae preffes in the flrongeft manner the néceffity of the king's prefence. 


SIR, Hampton Court, Sth—rgyth Sept. 1726. 
e* 2 
Townfhend T Am commanded by my lord TowWnfhend and Mr. fecretary Methuen to ree 
Hane turn you many thanks for the honour of your private letters of the 29th 


Original Auguft and 8th September. You will fee by the papers enclofed in Mr. Me~ 
araughte  shuen’s difpatch, ehat the event of the negociation with M.d’Iberville is likely 
‘to be fuch as was apprehended, and that there appears as yct'no probability 
of the regent’s putting his majefty under the leaft difficulty by confenting 
even in words to the demolition of Mardyk. It being very plain by the 
courfe of the negociation that though the draining of the watérs is made the 
‘pretence, yct the maintaining a depth fufficient to admitt men of war and 
privateers is the reall aim of the French, my lord Townfhend and Mr. Me- 
thuen have'by the dire€tions of his royal highnefs (with the advice of the coun- 
cil) offered fuch an expedient as will force M. d'Iberville out of his chicane, 
and oblige him to own the reall intentions of his court. If the regent fhou!d 
-confent to this expedient, it is the opinion of our engineers that the canal will 
be rendered more effe€tually incapable of receiving fhips of war and pri- 
vateers, than it would have been even by the firft propofals in the paper an- 
nexed to the projet; and if he fhould refufe to comply with it (as every 
one here is fully perfuaded he will) there will be} this additionall advantage 
accfuing from the propofal as it is now putt, that it will at once convince the 
obftinate and unwilling, to believe both here and in Holland, that the draining 
of the waters is only an idle found and pretence, fince after that is provided 
for by our confenting to fuch a depth of the fluice as they themfelves infilted 
on, they are as far from being fatisfied as ever, and ftill infift on fuch a breadth, - 
as can only be neceffary for receiving fhips of war or privateers capable of 
annoying the trade of Great Britain. My lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen 
conccive, that the making this appear in fo ftrong a light will be of great fervice 
tq his majefty, not only as it will juftify him to all the world in. breaking off 
the treaty on the moft important point poffible, but as it will furnifh the 
‘well affe&ted in Holland with means to check that forward difpofition which 
appears in too many there for negociating with France. 
_ My lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen obferve with great concern, that your 
letter of the 8th inftant, fpeaks with very little certainty of the king’s return- 
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ing into England time enough to hold the parliament. They hope his ma- 
jefty will doe them the juftice to believe, that what they offered and muft ftill 


be obltyed to offer on that head proceeds from no private view or interelt of , 


their own, but from a reall fenfe of the many inconveniences and dangers, to 
which the whole nation as well as his majefty’s family are expofed by his ab- 
fence. There appears to them no prpfpect of fubduing the {pirit of jacobi- 
tifm, and of reftoring the publick tranquillity any other way than by wife and 
vigorous regulations in parliament, whiclt they have as little profpcét of ob- 
taining without the prefence of the king to compofe the differences and to 
animate the zeal of his friends. It appears by late dilcoverys, that a very 
confiderable {chifm is formed in the church, and every day encreafes by the 
joint induftry of the tory and nonjuring clergy, whofe congregations, fince 
Paul’s {peach and the late encreafe ‘of difaffeGtion are grown to be very nu- 
merous; and if fome vigorous remedy be not applied to this evil, the mafs of 
the people may by degrees, under the bait of religion, be drawn in openly to 
efpoule the caufe of the pretender. This will make it neceffary to pafs fome 
taws which however levell’d againft the nonjurors principally, will not fail in 
fome degree to affeét and irritate the two univerfitys and the whole bady of 
the clergy]; and his majefty will eafily conclude, that nothing lefs than his 
immediate countenance and protcétion will be fufficient to fupport his fervants 
under fo invidious, however neceffary, a fervice. 

The king’s friends as well as enemies in Scotland agrec all like one man in 
oppofing the trials, that are carrying on at Carliflc, and it is doubted whe- 
ther the perfons employed will be able to get through thofe tryals with any 
fort of credit, not only on account of the difficulties that will be thrown in 
their way from that quarter, but by the liflleffnefs which reigns in all the 
courts of juftice, except two or three where men of fpirit prefide. And it is 
fill more doubted whether, after the tryals are over, the executions will nor 
produce a generall difturbance in Scotland, unlefs they can fee that the go- 
vernment is in a condition to refent fuch ufage as they ought. This may give 
fome occai.on for making ufe of the army, which it is certain all imaginable 
efforts will be ufed in parliament to gett leffened, and to mifreprefent; com. 
plaints of all kinds being induftrioufly colle&ted for that purpofe. Some me- 
thed muft alfo be pitched upon fur paying off the publick debts, without 
which we are no nation, and this cannot be done without difobliging feveral of 
the monied men who will be impatient at the lowering of intereft. Thefe dif- 
ficultys are fuch as appear tc my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen to be 
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hardly furmountable without the king’s prefencesand immediate fup port, 
and yet arc of fuch a nature as will not admitt of any delay; fo that they find 


.themfelyes under an unavoidable neceffity of repeating as their moft finc&re and 


_ difinterefted fentiment, that his majefly fhould refolve to hold the parliament 


Townfthend 
Papers, 





Original 
araught, 


in perfon. Thus much at leaft, they do maft earncftly beg, that whatever 
his majefty’ s tefolution gay be, they may be apprifed of it immediately (under 
confidence)" fince the time of the year requires, that a {cheme fhould be 
formed for the next feflion, which i¢ wilt be impoffible for them to digeft and 
prepare in fuch a manner as they would wifh to do for the eafe of his ma- 
jefty’s government ahd for the advantage of his fervice; unlefs they can be 
able to forefee whether his majefty will hold the parliament in perfon or 
not. 

This is what they thought themfelves obliged to communicate to you, but 
they leave it entirely to you to reprefent to his majefty as much or as little of 
it as you think proper at this time, and they again repeat to you their re- 
queft, that no one, except the king, may know this intelligence comes from 
them. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


The regent confenis to reduce the fluices of Mardyke.—Good effetts refulting 
from the conclufion of the treaty with France. 
SIR, . Hampton Court, September 11—22, 1716, 
Y Lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen make no doubt but you will be 
very much furprifed to hear, fo foon after what 1 had the honour to 
write to you in my laft, that Monfieur d’Iberville has given ina paper; by 
which he confents to ruine the fafcinages and to reduce the fluice to the 
breadth of fixteen feet, which in the opinion of the moft fkilful of our fea 
officers as well as engineers, will more effectually exclude fhips of war and 
privateers, than what was firft propofed in the paper annexed to his majefty’s 
projec. They impute this altcration in the condué of the regent, partly to 
the perplexed ftate of his own affairs, and partly to his having a better 
opinion of his majefty than heretofore. It is alfo poffible that the vitory 
of the emperor may have had its fhare in eons him to this com. 
pliance. 
But be the caufc what it will, they think they have the jutee reafon to 
felicitate his majcfty on the conclufion of a treaty with France, as an event 
not 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 83 


not more glorious in itfelf than advantageous in its confequences. It cannot Period IT. 
but be of general fervice to his majefty’s affairs to have it appear to the yaaa 
world, “that the reputation of his government is fuch as has enabled him, even’ 1716, 
amidft the difficulties under which he has laboured at home ever fince his 

acceffion to the throne, to ektort from France a folemn cngagement of 
deftroying that work which the hands of Great Britain itfelf had fo lately 

helped to raife, and which it is plain from the vaftnefs of expence of the 

defign the late French king intended, fhould ftand to ages to come as a per~ 

petual check to our ifland, and a lafting monument of his fupcrior policy and 

glory. 

The regent’s concluding this treaty, and fubmitting to purchafe it at the 
price of this demolition will put him fo irreparably ill with the old miniftry 
and the Spaenifh fa€tion in France, that from this moment he muft have taken 
the refolution to ihrow himfelf upon the king for fupport; the confequence 
of Which with refpe&t to his majefty’s domeftick affairs wil] be, that the {pirit 
of jacobitifm, which has hitherto been buoyed up by the expeétation of 
affifiance from the regent, feeing that hope now entircly withdrawn, will fink 
and fall to nothing, provided his majefty’s affairs are carried on with ficadincfs 
and refolution. 

And as to foreign affairs the credit of a treaty with France upon fuch ad. 
vantageous terms, together with the immediate good effeéts it will produce at 
home will enable his majefty to make that figure on the continent, which the 
kings of England ought always to do, by fecuring to him the balance and 
arbitration of the affairs of Europe; and this may not only incline the king 
of Sweden to fubmit to an accommodation upon his majefty’s own terms; but 
may poflibly give occafion to the czar to refleft how far it may be fafe for 
him to proceed in meafures, which his majefly will now have his hands more 
at liberty to refent. | 

The emperor in the mean time cannot, with any pretence of reafon; take 
offence at this alliance, fince in the negotiation of it, he has had opportunity 
to be conv.nced, that the king had fuch regard for his interefts that he would 
fyoner have renounced the demolition of Mardyke, than have purchafed it 
upon terms prejudicial to the emperor's rights, or any ways deftructive of his 
views. Thg only power that can find any shadow for complaint they think is 
the king of Spain; and yet our greatcft crime again{t him is only the renewing 
a former guaranty of thofe renunciations, which he thought fit to fubmitt to 
in the moft folema manner; aad how mucli focver he may be dilpofed to res 
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fent it, yet as there is no power in being, except his majefty, to whom he 
can lave recourfe in his prefent circumftances, it is not doubted but he will 


. 54 . . ci 
* endeavour to put the beft face upon this matter, and {till continue to propor- 


tion his civilitys to the hopes and fears he has from his majefty, which, as_ 
they have been, fo they will ever be,*the ‘nly principle and rule of his 
behaviour with refpeét to England. 

Upon the whole, they think his majefty’s fervanfs have reafon to value 
themfelves upon having conduéted this negotiation through fo many difficultys 
to fuch a profpeét of fuccefs, in which, as you have had the largeft fhare, they . 
defire you to accept of their moft fincere congratulations. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Bernfdorf informs him, that the czar would quarter his troops in the Danifh 
territories, and propofes to fecure the czar’s fhips, and feize his perfon.— 
Neceffity of jpeedily concluding the treaty with France, before the troubles in 
the Norih break out. 

MY LORD, September 25, 1716, N.S. 

OUR Lordfhip will perceive by my public difpatch to Mr. Methuen, 

fomething of the apprehenfions we are under from our Northern neigh. 
bours; nor did his majefty think it proper, that more fhould be faid in the 
letter, which is to be read in council; but your lordfhip will acquaint his royal 
highnefs with further particulars. 

Mr. Bernfdorf came to me this morning to tell me, that the czar has 
declared that he would quarter his troops in the Danifh territories; that the 
king of Denmark begs advice from the king, and particularly prays, that 
fir John Norris may ftay with him. The Mufcovite is already mafter by 
Jand in the king of Denmark’s country, and is taking meafures to be mafter 
at fea likewife. Mr. Bernfdorf thinks it neceffary to crufh the czar imme- 
diately, to fecure his fhips, and even to feize his perfon to:be kept till his 
troops fhall have evacuated Denmark and Germany. I went immediately 


to the king, who afked how far I could venture to give orders to fir John 


Norris. I told him that as far as joining his offices with thofe of the king of 
Denmark, I would make no difficulty; and I will accordingly write to 
fir J. Norris by an exprefs, which fhall be difpatched to-morrow to inform 


- him on which fide the king inclines: but the king defires that your lordfhip 


will confider ferioufly of this matter, and of inftru@ions for our fleet here. 
T do 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘I do verily believe things will come to an eclat, perhaps before I can have 
an anfwer from you. I fhall check my own nature upon this occafion, which 
was ever inclined to bold firokes, till I can hear from you. But you will 
eafily imagine how I fhall daily be preffed to fend orders to fir ]. Norris. 
The truth is, I fee no day-light through thefe affairs. We may cafily mafter 
the czar, if we go brifkly to work ; and that this be thought a-rigit. meafure, 
But how far Sweden my be thereby enabled to difturb us in Britain you 
muft judge. If the czar be let alone, he will not only be maftcr of Den- 
‘mark, but with the body of troops Which he hath ftill behind on the frontiers 
of Poland, may take quarters where he pleafes in Germany. How far the 
king of Pruffia is concerned with him we do not know, nor will that prince 
explain himfelf. The king now wifhes, and fo doth your humble fervant, very 
heartily thats we had fecured France. ~The abbé talks to me as one would 
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wifh, and fhewed me part of a difpatch from Marfhal d’Huxelles this morn- - 


ing, whercby they promife that the minute our treaty is figned, they will 
frankly tell us every thing they know touching the jacobite projeéts from the 
beginning. I was, you know, very averfe at firft to this treaty, but I think 
truly as things now ftand we ought not to lofe a minute in finifhing it. 

P.S. Since the writing what goes before the abbé fhewed me an extraét 
of d’Iberville’s letter to Mr. Chateauneuf, by which it appears but too plainly 
that your lordfhip judged right of d’Iberville. He is plainly againft the 
thing ; and I affure you the abbé is as angry with him as you can be. I do 
therefore think the only way to end, is to frame, as I often mentioned, fuch 
an article as you think it poffible for the regent to accept, and {fend it hither 
as your ultimatum. Ido not defpair but that I fhould prevail upon this 
man, who as I tell Mr. Methuen, hath a new commiffion and full powers, 
dated the 12th.inftant, to fign it with me as we figned the others. 

I am perhaps too eafily alarmed, but 1 confefs that I think it will be of 
fatal confequence, if the negociation fhould mifcarry; which it certainly will 
do, if this eclat in the North breaks out before we have finifhed. ~ 

Mr. Bernicorf has been twice with me to defire that I would recommend 
to your lordfhip the bufinefs of the money due to Munftcr and Saxe-Gotha, 
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with Fr ance 
September 29, 1716, 

INCE My laft letter to your lordfhip, I carryed the abbé du Bois to the 
king for the firft time: they parted perfeétly well fatisfied with each other, 
and the reafons I have mentioned to your lordfhip in fome of my late letters, | 
continue to make the king very defirous that this matter may {peedily come 
to an iffue. <A frefh motive, which adds to the king’s impatience is the 
advice we have from Paris of the 21ft inflant, that Monfieur Beretti, a new 
Spanifh ambaffador, had left Paris inorder to go to the Hague. We fhall 
be embarraffed what to do with this man, till our bufinefs with France be 
finifhed one way or other. If we clofe with France, I think I have a plan 
for Spain, which will not difpleafe you, which I will communicate to your 

lordfhip in a hort time. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Confidentially communicates to him his opinion that the profecution of the 
Northern war will be their ruin, and carnefily exhorts him to prevail on 
the king to make a fpeedy peace. 

DEAR DON, Sunday, September 23~-O€tober 4, 17164 

Y heart is fo full with the melancholy news you fent me in your laft, that 

I cannot help writing this letter to you, which I beg may be feen by no - 

one perfon living, but remain abfolutely between you and me a fecrct for 
ever. My chief defign is to beg of you not to confent to fir John Norris 
ftaying any longer than the firft of November, nor to the king’s engaging 
openly in the affair about the czar. This Northern war has been managed 
fo ftupidly, that it will be our ruin. Is it poffible for the king to carry it on 
with Denmark only on his fide, and the Mufcovite troops againft him, 
fuppofing even the intended projeét fhould fucceed? Would it not therefore 
be right for the king to think immediately how to make his peace with Sweden, 
even tho’ he fhou’d be obliged to make fome facrifice in obtaining it? 


LORD 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


il offetts of a rupture with Rujffia, particularly in preventine the importation 
of naval foves—It 1s the opinion of the prince that the fquadron of fir Fohn 
Norris ought not to winter in the Baltic—Dreads an invafion fs rom Swedenme 
Infinuates the danger gnd difficulty of feizing the perfon of the czar, and 
fecuring his troops. 

SIR, Bampton Court, Sunday, Septembet $3-~ OMtober 4 716. 

Yes TERDAY morning I received your private letter of the 25th inftant, 

which: I immediately ad before the prince. His royal highnefs is cx. 
tremcly concerned at the ill turn which affairs in the north are hkely to take, 
and particulagly that this fhould happen at a JunQlure the moft criticall that 
coulé have been found for doing burt to his majefly’s affairs, as well by 
checking the regent’s cagernefs to finifh the alliance, as by encouraging the 
pretender to proceed in thofe attempts which we are affured he is preparing 
to make in ‘concert with Sweden. Under fo fatall a contre-temps his royal 
highneffe’s greateft fatisfaétion is, that the treaty with France is in fuch fore 
wardnefs as gives room to hope, that the regent will rather choofe to go 
‘forward, than by retraéting what he has done, abandon for ever all hopes of 
an alliance with his majetty. 

His royal highnefs has confidered your letter with all the attention which 
the importance of its mmatter requires, and obferving that the exigency of the 
affair you write about, is fuch as not to admitt of any delay, he has thought 
fitt to difpatch an exprefs with his own opinion, and that of fuch of his 
majefty’s fervants as are here at prefent, which arc none but Mr. Methuen, 
Mr. Walpole, and myfelf. You will eafily believe from the difcourfe which 
you may remember paffed between you and me upon the czar’s being firft 
permitted to bring fuch a large body before Wifmar, that I was not much 
furprifed to hear of his proceeding in this manner ; and fince what we could 
not then gett believed is now’ verified by the event, all that remains is to con» 
fider what remedy can be provided, which you may depend upon it his royal 
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highnefs wifhes to be as decifive and fpeedy a one as you can poffibly defire;_ 


being fenfible that flow and gentle methods will in this cafe work no effeat, 
or worfe than none. But the accounts given by lord Polwarth of what has 
paffed between the czar and king of Denmark are fo lame and imperfea, that 
it is impoflible for his royal highnefs to form any certain judgment of the 
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“ftate of affairs there, and how far fhe Danes are in a condition to execute the 
vigorous meafures propofed in your letter. The fentiments therefore which 
his royal highnefs commatils me to tranfmitt for hie majefty’s deliberation 
relate chiefly to the confequences which thdfe meafures are likely to produce 
with refpe€t to England. 

@&he fiift and moft obvious effeét Of our breaking with the czar will be his 
feizing on our merchants with their fhips, cargoes and effeéts (which are un- 
doubtedly of great value), and his prohibiting our commerce to Mufcovy, 
which. at this time when we are unable to fupply ourfelves with navall ftores 
from any other country, certainly deferves the greateft confideration, and fo 
much the more becaufe his royal highnefs having confulted the moft ex- 
perienced members of the Admiralty and Navy, finds that it is our misfortune 
at this junéture, by the knavery of the Mufcovites in impofing on our 
merchants laft year to have our navall magazines fo ill provided with flores, 
particularly with hemp, that if the fleet of merchant men, now lading in the 
Baltick, fhould by any accident mifcarry, it will-be impoffible for his majefty 
to fitt out any {hips of war for the next year, by which means the whole navy 
of England will be rendered perfeétly ufelefs, and the enemies of his majefty’s 
government will be furnifhed with the moft popular topicks of complaint. 

His royal highnefs is alfo of opinion, that it will above all things be 
neceffary for his majefty’s fervice, that fir John Norris fhould be at liberty 
to return with the fleet by the beginning of November at fartheft, not only 
on account of the danger to which the merchantmen would be expofed with. 
out his convoy (which yet in our prefent circumftances is alone fufficient to 
make his ftay impra@ticable) but becaufe our fea officers are all of opinion 
that the fhips which winter there will certainly be fo far damaged by the 
frofts (which begin ufually in November) and by other accidents in thofe 


. feas, that they wi!l {carce ever be fitt for any other expedition. Befides, 


they cannot be of any ufe or fervice there during the winter feafon, and our - 
officers are all clear in their opinion, that the fquadron may return thither 
carlier in the next {pring from England, than they can be fitted for aftion in 
thofe parts after the thaw; and even fuppofing their ftay there were praéti- 
cable, yet the fervice propofed being either to be performed’ at a blow or not 
at all, the event will be decided one way or other before November, after 


“which time the rigour of the feafon will impofe a kind of naturall-armiftice 


on all fleets in thofe feas. I may add, that it will be an unpardonable ftep 
here, if at a time > when the nation is threatened with an invafion, and finds it- 
felf 
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{cif in fo defencelefs a condition as to fhipping, fuch a confiderable branch of Period II. 
our naval force fhould be, detained abroad, to the evident detriment of the y dees ay - 
fhips themfelves, as well as to the hazard of the men’s lives for want of pro- 1716, 
vifions: and what gives the greater weight to this confideration, is, that the 

king of Sweden (according to the intelligence fent you in feveral of my 
letters) is at this time actually treating with the jacobites in order'to joyn with 

the pretender, fo that ‘no doubt can be made, but when he {ees the defcent 

on Schonen {aid afide, and Great Britain embroyled with the czar, he will 

think himfelf at liberty to give a full carriere to his s-paion by pouring a body 

of forces into England. 

However, if his royal highnels apprehends thefe difficulties and ill con- 
fequences on the one hand, he is on the other no lefs deeply affeGted with a 
jult fenfe of the imminent danger which thefe kingdoms as well as the empire 
are expofed to from the behaviour of the czar, who it is odes intends to make 
himfelf mafter of the whole coaft of the Baltick; his royal highnefs is there- 
fore of opinion that the meafures propofed in yoyr letter, or any other, be 
they never fo ftrong and vigorous, ought rather to be made ufe of, than that 
that prince fhould be fuffered to go on, and effe& the plan he feems to have 
formed. But it is thought here, that the execution of what is propofed by 
Monfieur Bernftorf does entirely depend upon the king of Denmark ; neither 
can his royal highnefs fee how his majefty’s immediate affiftance can at prefent 
contribute to ihat end; if the czar’s troops are to be fecured, and his perfon 
to be feifed, it muft be done by the king of Denmark’s army alone, and the 
fuccefs of this enterprife muft wholely depend on the condition the Danes are 
in to execute it. His royal highnefs is therefore of opinion, that his majefty, 
if he thinks the king of Denmark able to go through with fuch 2 projeét, may 
infinuate privately and under the ‘greateft fecrecy that he will noi only 
acquiefce in his Danifh majefty’s making this attempt, (if he thinks fitt to 
undertake it), but that he will alfo fupport and affift him in the fequel of this. 
affair when once the blow is given. But his royal highnefs fubmitts it to his 
majefty, whcther it can be for his fervice to appear openly at this jun@ure in 
an affair of this kind, to the fuccefs of which, as I faid before, he cannot at 
prefent contribute; for if once the ftroke is ftruck at land, and the czar and 
his troops fecured, the Mufcovite fleet will be of little or no fervice, and the 
Danes will af themfelves be more:than able to deal with them. However, if 
this laft particular relating to the fleets fhonld not prove true, his royal highs 
nefs does not fee there would be any harm in fending private orders to 
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fir John Norris, that if after the king of Denmark has fecured the czar and 
his troops at land, the Mufcovite fleet fhould attempt to attack the Dapes, he 
might in fuch a cafe declare ‘to the Mufcovites, that being fent thither to 
al defcnfively in favour of Denmark, he cogld not by the inftru@tions he 
brought with him fuffer their being attack’d. Thefe orders the Danes may 
have private notice of, and his royal*highnefs thinks this ought to content 
them; fince the king’s taking any, further ftep in their favour would be 
attended with infuperable difficulties, the leaft of which might be, that the 
whole of the war againft Sweden as well as Mufcovy would be devolved 
upon his majefty. 

Thefe are the fentiments of his royal highnefs, as well as of thofe who have 
the honour to be employed in his majefty’s fervice upon this ticklifh and in- 
tricate affair, all which his royal highnefs defires may be entirely fiibmitted to 
his majefty’s judgment and determination. I am, with the greateft truth and 
affe@tion, yours. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Lord Townfhend is treated by the prince with particular confidence—laments 
the fituation of affairs in the northEnforces the neceffity of the king’s 
augmenting his forces in Germany.—Strongly objetls to the continuance of 
the Briti/h fquadron in the Baltic.—Recommends a peace with Sweden. - 


SIR, Hampton Court, Sept. app Oconee 6, 1716, 


Am commanded by my lord to acquaint you, that the prince was fo earnef 

with him to write the enclofed, and has been pleafed to ufe him with fuch 
particular confidence of late, that he could not think it for his majefty’s fer- 
vice to decline obeying his royal highnefs’s commands in an inftance, when 
they appeared not only highly rcafonable but neceffary; and he was the eafier 
induced to do this, having lately feen a letter from Hanover, which makes it 
very probable his majefty will not come over this winter. His. lordfhip 
thinks, that his writing to you in this manner need put you under no fort of 
difficulty, fince if you do not think it proper to fpeak to his majefty di. 
relly on this fubjeé, you nced only write a refpe€tful anfwer, which he may 
fhow the pr:nce, Ictting his royal highnefs know your opinion, and affuring 
him you will take the firft convenient opportunity to Jearn his majehy: $s plea- 
fure on thefe particulars, 


Laft 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. gt 


Laft night lord Townfhend received your letters of the agth infant, and is Period If. 
fo afl eed: with the melancholy turn which the affairs of the north have taken, anna 
that hé cannot help troubling you with his private fentiments on that fubje&. 1716. 
The ftrong reprefentation which you mention as defigned to be made to the 
czar, his lordthip thinks is cerfainly a right ep; but he cannot {ee how any 
body can with reafon flatter himfelf, that it will be attended with fuccefs, 
The behaviour of the czar at this jun@ture is certainly not the cfeé of any 
fudden change in him; but the confequence of a plan he has long been forming : 
of the truth of this, he gave fufficient proof when he married his niece to the 
duke of Mecklenburgh. He has certainly for fome time looked upon Swe~ 
den as out of a condition to give him any great difturbance; and he fecms to 
have had no greater apprehenfion from his majefty as having only Denmark 
onhis fide; and being in no condition to oppofe his views and meafures in 
Germany. 

Mis lordfhip wifhes he may not have judged right in this particular, but 
fears if the king does not alter his meafures very {oon, it will prove too 
true: the prefent greatnefs of the czar being chiefly owing to the king’s not 
caring to be at the expence of having a fufficient number of his own troops 
to fupport the figure he ought to have made, and the intereft he has in the 
northern quarrel, as partly to the jealoufy that has long prevailed between 
our court and that of Pruffia. If therefore the czar fhould continue in the 
refolution he has taken, the only way to prevent the mifchiefs fo jultly appre- 
hended is, in his lordihip’s opinion, to remove, before it be too late, the caufe 
that firft brought on the danger, which mutt be by the king’s refolving to 
augment his troops to fuch a number, by raifing, or hiring, or both, as fhall 
fhew the czar, that his majefly does intend to be matter fo near home ; and 
at the fame time his lordfhip thinks endeavours fhould be uicd to get the 
court of Pruffia at any rate. The very noife of his majefty’s raifing or hiring 
20,000 men now, would do him more credit and fervice at this time, than 
the raifing 49,000 men a year hence; and though the expence would fall 
heavy at Srft; yet his majefly would have means of making him{clf whole; 
and even of being a gainer by the credit which fuch an augmentation would 
give him towards carrying on his own terms cf peace with Sweden; whereas 
without fome fuch ftep no man living can foretell what extremities the king 
may be driven to before a year goes about. Such a refolution would con- 
found the czar’s meafures, eftablifh the king’s intereft all over Europe, and 
keep every thing quict here; and unlefs fomething of this kind be done his 
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Period II. lordfhip is afraid you will fee the King’ s affairs here and every where elfe fall 
17 L480 1720 into very great confufion. 
17166 My lord Townfhend perceives by a letter from M. Robethon, tHat the 
king is likely to infift on fir John Norris’s on ee being left to winter in the 
Baltic; and he commands me to acquaint ydu, that it makes him Joofe all 
patience to {ee what ridiculous expedignts they propofe to his majefty for ex- 
tricating themfelves out of their prefent difficultics ; as if the leaving you eight 
men of war to be frozen up for fix months would fignify five grains towards 
giving a new turn to the affairs of the north. However if they have had the 
influence to perfuadé his majefty, that fuch a ftep is abfolutely neceffary, 
thus much his lordfhip thinks he may venture to affirm, that no one can ever 
bear the weight of fuch a refolution, without majefty by ating in every 
part with fuitable vigour, will make it plain, that nothing lefs than the moft 
imminent danger obliged him to provide for his defence in this extraordinary 
manner. <A peace with Sweden, his lordfhip thinks, would be the thorteft 
way to put an end to all thefe difturbances; but confidering that prince’s 
temper, he very much fears any new proje€&t of that kind would, at this 
junture be impratticable. I am, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
| [Enclofed in the preceding letter. ] 


Defires in the name of the prince of Wales, to be informed whether the neceffary 
plans for opening the fefion /hould begin to be arranged.—Complains cs the 
interference of Robethon. 

Hampton Court, Tuefday, September 25—-October 6, 1716. 

. Townthend YOU will have heard from Mr. Secretary Methuen, that the parliament 
eapelt: was prorogued on Tuefday the 18th inflant, for one month; but the: 
Private. ufual time of the feffion drawing on, and the bufinefs which muft be brought 
in, being fuch as will take up a great deal of time in preparing and digefling, 
as well as in being afterwards difpatched in the houfe; for thefe reafons, bis royal 

highnefs thinks it would be for his majefty’s fervice, that he fhould know 
as {oon as poffible, whether it is majefty’s pleafure, that he fhould begin to 
form the neceffary plans, as alfo-at what time the feffion is to be opened, 

But as this affair is fomewhat of a nice and delicate nature, his royal highnefs 
has commanded ‘me to write to you in confidence as to a friend, defiring you | 
to apprife yourfelf of thefe particulars at fuch a time, and in fuch a manner, 


Draught. 
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as may give no fort of offence to his majefty, the promoting of whofe fervice 
is the only view his royal highnefs has in making this enquiry, 

Theré is one particular relating to the condu€t of Mr. Robethon, which I 
am obliged to take notice of to you, and which I hope you will endeavour to 
puta ftep to. The Scotch find ‘means of applying to him, and upon his pars 
tial reprefentations to the king, he obtains and tranfmits orders hither, which 
we, who have the honour to ferve here, conceive by no means for his ma= 
jefty’s fervice. I have had feveral inftances of this, and particularly two by 
the laft poft. He gives direétions in his letters to count Bothmar to enquire 
of me how fir James Campbell came not to be turned out ‘of his command in 
Sterling Caftle, and why Mr. Erfkine was turned out from being colleétor of 
the cuftoms at Invernefs. As for the former, his majefty may remember, 
that upon his fhewing me the lift of the duke of Argyle’s creatures and de- 
pendants given hin: by the duke of Roxburgh, he was pleafed to declare, that 
fuch 6f them againft whom the want of zcal or fkill in their bufinefs could not 
be obje€ted, fhould keep their places; and upon my affuring his majefty, 
there was no objeétion of that kind againft fir James Campbell, he was pleafed 
to declare he fhould be continued in his poft at Stirling Caftle. As for Mr. 
Erfkine he was removed for being a near relation of Mar’s, and one whom 
feveral of the Scotch members of parliament afhrmed to Mr. Walpole on their 
own knowledge to be a moft notorious jacobite. Iam, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Enforces the neceffity of the king’s prejence; but if he continues abroad, recom~ 
mends the propriety of not deferring too long the opening of the feffion, which 
would difguft the prince.—Flourifhing flate of the revenue aid public credit. 
Is preparing a {cheme for paying off the debt.——Conference with Bothmar om 
the fale of the lands in the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s.—Diffuades the king 
from approprialing the purchafe money, and recommends another mode of 
proceeding. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept, 28—-Oftober 9, 1716, 
Have received the favour of yours of the 1gth inftant, and am very glad to 
‘hear, that our endeavours to render his majefty the beft fervice we are able 
is gracioufly accepted by him; and’tis a further fatisfa&tion for us to find 
that tho’ we have no cafy game to play here, we are not entirely unfucceff- 
full; and altho’ it may be poffible ftill to carry on the king’s bufineffe here 
: witb 
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Period II. with a conftant affiduity, application and carefull management, I muft con~ 
e714 801720 feffe I was infinitely pleas’d with that part of the letter which gave us hopes 


1776, 


of his majefties coming over to hold the parliament himfelf, But I cAnnot but 


be concern’d at your apprehenfions upon this point exprefs’d in your letter 
to Mr. Poyntz; but in this cafe next to thd want of the king’s prefence, to 
be kept in doubt and fufpence will besthe greateft misfortune. 

Y have gott the prince’s leave to goe into the country for a month, to try 
i I can lay in a little ftock of health, to enable me to undergoe the winter’s 
campaign, and as I may not be in the way to give you my thoughts very’ 
fuddenly again, I fhall take the liberty to tell you my fenfe very plainly. 
If ’tis poffible to prevail with the king to come over, no endeavours fhould 
be wanting to convince his majelty, that ’its of the laft confequence to his 
affairs, and indeed allmoft of fuch abfolute neceffity, that nobody dares to 
anfwer for fucceffe in this bufineffe in parliament in his majefties abfence; fo 
that if there is any hopes of the king’s coming over, I think it advileable to 
defer the nieeting of the parliament as long as 'tis poflible, which I think 
may be done till after Chriftmas. But on the other hand, if his majefty is 
determin’d to fuffer the prince to hold the parliament, I am of opinion, there 
fhould be no thoughts of deferring the feffions any longer than the latter end 
of November or beginning of December at furtheft. For befides the generall 
inconveniencics of a late feffion, and the particular prejudices that the public 
fuffers in our mony matters, you may depend upon it, the prince will foon 
grow uneafy; and if he once begins to think, that the feffion is delayed only 
to defeat him of what he fo much defires, this will be imputed entirely to us; 
and if he at laft holds the parliament, his refentment upon this account, may 
give thofe that defire to confound the king’s affairs fuch an advantage over 
us, that we fhall feel the effets of it thro’ the whole feffion; that ’tis plain to 
me, if the king defigns the prince fhall hold the parliament, and will thereby 
putt the whole affairs of this winter into his highneffe’s hands and power, it 
fhould be done in fuch a manner as may not engage the prince in meafures 
oppolite to the intereft of the king. It is eafy to fee of what ufe and fervice 
it will be, for the king’s fervants to know his majelties refolutions upon this — 


head as foon as may be, that they may begin to form the {cheme of the fef- 


fion, and take his majefties pleafure upon the feverall heads, before they are 
finally fixed and determin’d with the prince. 

The ftate of his majefties revenue being at prefent in fo good a condition, 

T hope you will excufe me that I give you the trouble of acquainting you in 

general, 
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general, that the fupplies of this year have been fo order’d, that altho’ Period Il, 
there wag a deficiency of above 600,0001/. we fhall be able to carry on the oe. 
fubfiftance of the army, and all fervices of the navy that arc of abfolute nes 1716. 
ceffity till after Chriftmas, whiclt is chiefly done by poftponing the payments - 
of the clearings and off-reckonings, to be made good out of the fupplies #9 

next year, and was thus order’d out of a view of delaying the feHion if it 
fhould be found neceffary. The branches of the king’s civill lift have ane 
{wer’d thefe laft four months beyond all expe€lations, that the whole civill 

lift upon every branch of it is now clear’d and paid to Lady Dey laft, and we 

have at prefent in the Exchequer of his majefty’s civill lift mony about 
80,000/. towards anfwering the Midfummer quarter, which is a better con- 
@frien than the civill lift has been in for many years, and indeed ever fince I 

had the leaft knowledge or infight into bufineffe. The aggregate fund {cttled 

for the bank for the additional 120,000/. per annum, for the civill lift and 

for the bank annuities at 5/. per cent. which fcarce produc’d any thing for 
_the firft fix months has now made itfelf good, and we have paid one whole 

year due to cach head at this Michaclmas, with a furplus of about 4000/, 

for the growing quarter. The public prints will tcll you in what a flourifh- 

ing condition our creditt is, and how high all ftocks now are. Give me leave to 

be fo vain as to inform you, that we have not given above 41. per cent. ine 
tereft upon any of our land or malt tallies, altho’ the parliament allowed us 

61. per cent. which liberty alone has enabled us to make this faving, that will 

in the year amount to above 40,000/. and fo the event has made good my 
conceit, that feem’d a paradox, that fix was Icffe than five, 

I am now very bufy in projeéting and forming a fcheme for paying the 

debts of the nation; and I do not defpair of being able to propofe what fhall 

be effcétuall for this purpofe, in cafe all things remain quictt, and we have no 
difturbance nor alarms from abroad. 

Count Bothmar upon the receit of the laft pacquetis defired a conference 

with me, which was upon the fubjeét of the lands of St. Chriftopher’s yielded 

to the crown of England by the laft treaty of peace with France. He ufed 

in his whole difcourfe the king’s name, and [aid his majefty had by the two laft 

pofts fent him orders to receive propofalls concerning the difpofition of thefe 

lands, which he thought proper to confult me about; and defired I would tell 

him expreffely what anfwer J thought fit to return to the king. It is not pof- 

fible to give you in the compaffe of a letter the fubftance of fo long a con- 
verfation; but when I tell you my thoughts and fenfe of this matter, you will 
_ cafily 
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eafily judge what muft be the tenour and cheif of. our difcourfe. I do appre- 
hend, that St. Chriftopheg’s being a ceffion to England upon the ,peace, it 
will be thought, and fome time or other declar’d fo in parliament, that it 
being purchas’d by the blood and treafure pf the publick, the nation ought 
to have the benefitt and advantage of it. This I fpeak, as the language of 
fuch, as will be difpos’d to find fault} and what will perhaps be too much at- 
tended to by even the well-meaning country gentlemen. There is no doubt but 
*tis in the power of the king to fell or difpofe of it, as he hall think fitt; that, 
the only queftion is about the manner, and the application of the money. I 
have had this fummer two or three different propofalls offer’d to me, which 
I have allways declined entering into, becaufe I did not know the king’s 
fenfe and pleafure about it. The higheft fum that has been ever yett men- 
tion’d to me, was 70,000/. I cannot fay that more will be given, but it fo 
feldom happens, that the higheft price is bid at firft, that 1 make no doubt 
but the cafe would be the fame here likewife. I underftand by count 
Bothmar, that the king is pretty much determin’d to have the whole produce 
at his own will and private direction, and what is fuggefted, to bring this 
matter immediately into a tranfa€tion, is the danger there may be, that the 
parliament may by fome a&, or vote, lay their hands upon it, and prevent the 
king’s intentions, as was done in the cafe of the Farthings. I can only fay to 
this, that whoever fhould think of meddling with this previoufly to any thing 
being done upon it, would fooner fall upon it after it was done in fuch a 
manner, as they might apprehend will give a handle to fix a blame or cenfure 
upon the king’s fervants; for I have always obferv’d that the love of finding 
fault is at leaft as prevalent in our houfe, as the defire of doing the publick 
good; and I believe Mr. Lechmere would be more forward in fixing a cen 
fure upon your humble fervant, than in faving fuch a fum to the publick. 
Upon the whole, if his majefty is very intent, that fomething fhould be done in 
this matter, I humbly hope, he will give leave that it may be confider’d in 
the beft manner that is poffible ; and if he is very defirous to take the benefitt 
of it to himfelf, I hope his majefty will be fo good as to forgive me, if I give 
it as my humble opinion, that the fureft, and moft effe€tual way to fecure fuch 
a fhare or part of it as fhall be thought reafonable to his own private difpofall, 

will be by permitting, that a greater part of it fhould be applied to fome ufe 
that’ will appear to be a publick concern, which will ftill be fo entirely under 
his majefty’s dire€tion, that if i it is his majefty’s pleafure, a reafonable advan- 
tage may be in his majefty’s power, without any clamour or complaint, which 

I ain 
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T am afraid will never otherways be avoided. Suppofe for inftance, if a plan * Period I, 
fhould be prepar’d for re-building Whitehall, which I think has been before pease loey 
mention’ to his majefty, and part of this be declared as the foundation of — 1716,. 
that publick work,.it would ftop the mouths of all reafonable men, and I 
think it would be poffible afterwards to give fuch a turn to this affair that 
what fhould be applied to his majefty’s private ufe might be fo order’d as to 
have the appearance of a faving to the publick. I thought it proper to give | 
you a general view of my conceptions in this affair, that you may learn what 
it is the king expeéts, and in relation to the apprehenfions of the parliament’s 
being before-hand with us, I will only add one thing, *that whenever St. 
Chriftopher’s comes to be fold, it is not to be fuppos’d, but the purchafers 
will reyuire a confiderable time for making the payments of fo large a fum, 
that by the nature of the thing this‘will be publicly known, before any con- 
fiderable part of the moncy will be paid in, and upon fuch notice; ’tis more 
probable the parliament will call for an account of it, than whilft it lies 
afleep, and an addreffe of the houfe of commons will as effcftually reach it, 
if at all, after the contra&t is made, as before. When I have faid this, I hope 
if any thing happens in parliament upon this fubjeé, contrary to his majefty’s 
wifhes, it will not be imputed to me; for I mult obferve to you there being 
feveral perfons who, have this matter in their view, with a profpe& of private 
advantage, it is to be expeéted, that the difappointed will find ways to bring | 
this upon the ftage, whenever any agreement is made with others. 

I fend you herewith the warrant for lord Manchefter’s office, for his 
majefty’s hand, as likewife the grant to lady Mar, &c. purfuant to the power 
given to his majefty by a€t of parliament. I believe I have by this time 
fufficiently tired you, but I write now for a month. Pray belicve me, 
dear Don, with all poffible fincerity and friendfhip, your’s for ever, &c, 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Facobitifm lofes ground in the inland and weftern parts of England.—Wales 
ripe for rebellion.— Facobites mix religion with politics.—Tory clergy dif~ 
contented with thefe proceedings of the jacobites. 
SIR, Hampton Court, Odtober 5, 1715. 
JVERY thing is very quiet in England at prefent, and jacobitifm vifibly Walpole 
loofes ground in the home countys. But in the weftern and inland parts _ Pe 
and in all Wales the difaffeGtion is as violent as ever and ripe for rebellion. Private. 
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The prefent game of the jacobites is to erc&t as many meeting houfes as they 
can, and to mix religion with their politicall quarrels, that they may gain the 
furer hold on their profelytes. One Spinks has lately been feifed who ap- 
pears to be a bifhop, and one of the treafurers of the party, accounts appearing 
among his papers of above 16,000. diftribhted among the poor nonjuring 
parfons, being partly contributions, and partly legacys of the lady Coventry, 
Dr. South, Nelfon, Hickes, &c. The difcovery of this formidable {chifm 
works a good effeé on the tory clergy, who have been fo ufed to lcad, that 
they cannot bear the thoughts of following a poor defpicable fett of men, who ° 
are engroffing the whole name and preferments of the church to themfelves ; 
I believe they will rather chufe to ftand where they are than venture all they 
have to be but fecond in the pretender’s favour. 

There never was known fuch a demand for wollen manufa€ture as at this 
time, 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Expreffes his fatisfattion that the article about Mardyke is fetiled.—TJs alarmed 
at the affairs of the north.—The hing defirous that the treaty with France 
Should be figned without delay.—Separately with du Bois, if the States are 
not ready. 

SIR, Hanover, Odtober 6, 1716, 
HE letters which came hither this morning by Heywood, the meffenger 
from England, brought us the good news of the fettlement of the article 
about Mardyke. Whereupon it is agreed here that the abbé du Bois fhalh 
fet out from hence for the Hague, at the fame time the king goes to the Goer, 
which will be on Saturday next, in order to fign the treaty in form with 
you. 

The accounts in your letter of the third inftant, which I alfo reccived this 
morning, as alfo thofe from other hands about the affairs of the north, you 
may imagine give the king no fmall uneafinefs; -fince it is to be feared that 
matters may come very ‘oon there to an open rupture between the Danes and 
Mufcovites, for which reafon his majefty is defirous of giving the finifhing 
ftroke to the treaty with France, as foon as poffible. And for that purpofe 
Has made choice of the firft of the three expedients offered by France for the 
removal of the pretender, which is that the Freneh king obliges himfelf to 
remove the pretender beyond the Alps immediately after the figning of the 

treaty, 
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treaty, and before the exchange of the ratifications. I muft therefore re- Period It. 
ae ‘ 171401720, 

commend to you by the beft means you are able to difpcfe the penfionary and , ; 

our othér friends in Holland to give the greateft difpatch to our bufinefs, 4716. 

that they alfo may be ready to fign without lofs of time. But if you find that 

the forms of proceeding in Holland will occafion a necefflary delay. 1 defire 

you will fend me your opinion, whetlfer it will not then be the “propercft 

courfe for you to acquaint the penfionary with the reafons his majefly has to 

get the French tycd down immediately by fomething under their hand; and 

for that purpofe, that you and the abbé fhould fign the tycaty, but with this 

exprefs agreement on both fides, that the States are to be admitted into it as 

partics, as foon as the neceffary forms of their proceeding will allow 

them to come in. I am the more inclined to think this muft be the 

method, becaufe it feems to be incumbent upon us to procure the States Ge~ 

neral’s acceflion to our treaty with the emperor which ought to be done at 

the fathe time they fign the treaty with France. Such a proceeding will be 

agreeable to the refolution the States had taken of carrying on the two nego- 

tiations at the fame time, and it would certainly give the court of Vienna a 

very {pecious, not to fay, ajuft ground of diffatisfaétion, if we fhould lead the 

Dutch into a treaty with France, and omitt engaging them to become partyes 

to that which we have figned with the emperour. I defire your opinion there. 

fore without lofs of time upon the matter. You muft in the mean time inge- 

nuoufly communicate to the marquis de Prié the fubftance of our treaty with 

France, which in my confcicnce I think is for the emperor’s advantage ; 

fince England and France do, by not confirming, tacitcly refcind whatever 

was ftipulated by the treaty of Utrecht to the empcror’s difadvantage, in re. 

lation not only to Sicily, but even to the fucceffion of the houfle of Savoy to 

the crown of Spain in default of the branch of Anjou. This is not only a 

fubuil inference to be drawn from the words of our treaty; but I can teil 

you in confidence, that the abbé du Bois has in fa@, in all his difcourfes with 

me, given up the prctenfions of the duke of Savoy to both. And if the court 

of Vienna is capable of a€ting reafonably, and of quitting their chimerical 

pretenfions to the crown of Spain, I do verily believe the king may in a little 

sime procure for them very confiderable advantages on the fide of Italy. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN, 
[Enclofed in the preceding difpatch.}’ 


Expreffes the hing’s fatisfattton that the French have confented to the demolition 
of Mardyke—fi Ens the agreement with du Bows—-explains the motives for 
defiring to hajten the fignature of the alliance with France—orders full 
powers for figning to be forwarded inflantly to the minifters at the 
Hague. 


siR, Hanover, Oétober 8, 1716, 


Am commanded by the king to exprefs the fatisfa@tion which he has in 

learning, that the bufinefs of Mardyke is happily concluded in the manner 
you acquaint me by your letter of the 1gth of September laft,O:S. Nothing 
could happen more feafonably for the king’s intereft; for the affairs of the 
north have given his majefty of late no fmall uneafinefs; and it was very 
much to be apprehended, that France taking advantage from thence, might 
have laid hold on fuch an occafion not only to break off the negociation, but 
to have fomented and abetted new difturbances in Brittain, to prevent which 
his majefty thinks no time at all fhould be loft in fixing the regent, and tying 
his hands, by this treaty. For this reafon his majefty has commanded me to 
fign with the abbé du Bois the agreement you will find at the head of the 
inclofed treaty; ‘and in purfuance to the faid agreement I have his majefty’s 
commands to fend orders to the Hague to fign with the abbé as foon as he 
fhall come thither, in the manner you will find exprefs’d in the convention, 
at the end of the treaty. 

His majefty thinks, that, by the whole treaty and by the faid convention at 
the latter end of it, whereby both parties oblige themfelves to.make ufe in 
concert of all poflible offices to accelerate the Dutch figning, fo much regard 
is fhewn to Holland, that they cannot poffibly take it amifs} and efpecially 
fince the king is fo much concerned, that the pretender fhould as {oon 
as poffible be forced to pafs the Alps, which it is become the more neceflary 
to haften, fince by advices from fo many parts, his majefty is informed 
that he is at this time proje@ling a new invafion. The fame confideration 
hath induced his majefty to accept of the firft of the three expedients offered 
by France, touching his removall, becaufe France will thereby be abfolutcly 
tyed down from the minute the treaty fhall be figned. 

*Tis 
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’Tis poffible that the full powers lodged at the Hague, which probably 
were calculated for the three powers figning jointly may not be fufficient to 
authorize the king’s minifters to obey the diretlions 1 am to fend, This I 
have told the king, whofe pleafure it is, that in fuch cafe proper powers 
fhould be forthwith fent. I have likewife by his majefty’s command told 
the abbé du Bois, that fuch a thing is poffible ; to the end he might not be 
furprifed or become fufpictous of our fincerity, if it fhould prove fo. But I 
have told him likewife, that I have the king’s commands, that proper powers 
fhould be fent, if thofe that now are there fhould prove defcttive, 1 am 
likewife to acquaint you, that I fhall by his majefty’s commands and direélions 
fend to his minifters at the Hague to ufe their utmoft endeavours, that the 
ftates do fign the treaty with thc emperor, at the fame time they fhall fign 
that with France. Such a proceeding will be very agreeable to the refolution 
formerly taken by the ftates of carrying on the two negotiations jointly, and 
is abfolutely neceffary on his majefty’s fide to prevent the umbrages which 
the court of Vienna might otherwife take with jultice. ~ The neceflity his 
majefty apprehends himfelf to be under to keep thofe meafurcs with the 
emperor is another ftrong motive for our concluding with France; fince 
it would be very imprudent to fuffer the removal of the pretender, and fixing 
the regent, by this treaty, to be delay’d fo long as ’ts poflible they might, by 
the difficulty’s which may be raifed during the negociations for thele two 
treaty’s in fuch a government as Holland. . 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Hanoverian miniflers prefs the immediate fignature of the treaty with France— 
hopes the Dutch will not take it ami/s.—Rufhian affacrs begin to wear a better 
afpett. 

MY LORD, Flanover, O€tober 9, 710. 
Heartily congratulate with your lordfhip upon the happy conclufion of our 
French treaty, which with your lordfhip I do hope will turn very much to 

the glory and advantage of his majcfty, and the quiet and fecurity of his king- 

doms. Had it been Iefs advantagious than I think it really is, the fituation 
of affairs in the north made it abfolutely neceflary to clofe with France; and 
fuch was the impatience of fome people, who till within thefe three weeks 
were utterly averfe to this whole negotiation, and ufed all poffible induftry to 
defeat it, that I aflure you I have had much ado for this fortnight laft paft 
to withftand the importunity of Monficur Bercnldorf and others who prefled 

me 
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me to frame an article here with the abbé touching Mardyke, and to fend 
him with it to the Hague, with orders to Mr. Walpole to fign it: fo appre- 
henfive were they of your delays in England. I did refolutely withftand 
this: but fince your agreement about Mardyke is come, I have by repeated - 
orders from the king, and very earneft follicitations from Mr. Berenfdorf 
been forced to give it the difpatch,which you will fee in my ictter* to 
Mr. Methuen. Upon the whole matter I think the Dutch would be to blame 
if they fhould take it amifs, efpecially fince the penfionary himfelf exprefled 
his apprehenfions to Mr. Walpole of the northern difturbances. 

Inclofed I fend yur lordthip copies of the letters which have paffed fince 
this fracas between fir John Norris and me; your lordfhip wiil eafily con- 
ceive what a time I have had; you may perhaps imagine I have been too 
forward in what I have writ to him, but I can affure your lordfhip it was 
not thought fo here. I have however the comfort to hope; and our way 
of proceeding hath certainly determined the czar to imbatk his troops, as you 
will find he has done by the laft letter of fir John Norris: but we are yet far 
from being at a certainty what courfe he will fteer. What did increafe our 
uneafinefs was an advice we received that a minifter was difpatched privately 
from the czar to France; but now that the Mufcovites are on fhip-board 
we do hope they will all go at leaft as far as Poland. As foon as ever this 
crifis is over, fir John Norris will be at liberty; and I fhall repeat the orders 
already fent him, to have a watchfull eye upon the Swedith ports. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


Expreffes his furprize and diffatisfattion at the conduct of the minifters at 
Hanover, and cenfures their alarm and precipitation—requires lord Town/- 
hend’s opinion how to af in this critical juntlure. 
DEAR SIR, Hague, Odtober ro, 1716. 

Am infinitely obliged to you for your favour of the 25th paft; and I dont 
doubt but the letters which the meflenger carrys on this occafion from 
Hannover to England, will bring you an account of the great confufion the 
affairs of the north are at prefent in; and how extreamly frightened our 
minifters at Hannover are; and indeed with very good reafon. But J could 
wifh they would not propofe things which feem to be impratticable, or if put 
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in execution would rather increafe, than remedy the mifchiefs we apprehend, 

If we are to change our meafures here with foe much precipitation on every 
alarm, we fhall expofe our weaknefs; and I muft own, I Shall grow diftraled 
as to my behaviour. I fhall endeavour to keep up my fpirits as well as I 
can, and by fteadily purfuing what feems to me to be folidly nght, I hope te 
gett thro’ thefe troubles that at prefent tmbarafs people’s minds. *1f we are 
to have a confidence with France, will it not be neceflary to concert with the 
regent and the fates the heft meafures for quieting the troubles of the north; 
and to check the growing power, and encroaching temper of the czar? 
I don’t doubt but the ftates would be glad to concert with us a proper plan 
for thefe purpofcs; and I believe confidering the prefent fituation of affairs ; 
and the relation, that the king has to the bufinefs of the north, and his 
engagements. as elector; the ftates muft firft begin to open the way for 
pacifying thefe troubles, You will pardon the trouble of thefe undigefted 
thoughts, and Ictt us know as foon as s you can ford Townflicnd’s opinion 
upon this criticall conjunéture. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Objeds to fign the feparate treaty between England and France with the abbé du 
Bois, as incompatible with his honour, and contrary to the folemn affurances 
given lo the States that no feparate trealy fhould be concluded without them. 
—Requefls permiffion to return to England, 


MY LORD, Haguc, O¢tober 14, 1716. 
OUR lordfhip has inclofed a private pacquet of papers from Mr. fecre- 
tary Stanhope which he left open for my particular perufal. Tam exe 
treamly obliged to him for the confidence he fhews me thereby, bur I am 
under the greateft concern imaginable for the f{tep he has taken with the abbé 
du Bois. Were it not done by his majefty’s direGlions, I would venture to 
fay to your lordfhip alone, that I think it mutt be extreamely prejudicial to 
the king’s intereft, and I am affraid muft end with a great deal of confufion 
and uneafinefs between us and the States. Your Jordhhip will, without doubt, 
fee a full account of this proceeding in Mr. Stanhope’s letter to Mr. fecre- 
tary Methuen; and therefore I fhall not enter into the detail of it. As foon 
as my lord Cadogan and I had open’d the difpatch to us relating to this mat. 
ter, and feen the contents of it, his lordfhip immediately declared he had no 
full powers that would enable him to fign with the abbé du Bois; of which 
your 
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Period If. your lordfhip cafily underftands the meaning; and as for myiclf I really am of 
V7 te 01720" opinion that the full powers I have, do not fufficiently authorize me to fign 


1716, 


feparatcly with the abb¢é; they being calculated for negociating and €onclud- 
ing an alliance between England, France and Holland jointly, which I fhall 
certainly let the abbé know upon his arrival here, and his requiring me to 
fmifh thismatier with him. Butas { find by Mr. fecretary Stanhope’s letter 
to lord Cadogan and me, that it is expeéted we fhould have full powers dif- 
patched anew for this purpofe in cafe we are not fufficiently authorized, I 
muft have recourfe,to your lordfhip’s friendfhip and known affeétion towards 
me to defire, that you will entircly get me out of this bufinefs ; and that if there 
is no poffible remedy againft a {eparate conclufion of the treaty with the abbé, 
I may not be the perfon employed in it, which I think in refpe& to myfelf, 
will be the moft ignominious part that can be ated; after having repéated fo 
many folemn declarations to the States, that nothing of this nature fhould be 
done or finally concluded without them, which I renewed tn conferenc® with 
the deputies yefterday in a moft authentick and pofitive manner. And there- 
fore I muft beg your lordfhip, that if I have any merit as a faithfull minifter, 
or any place in your affe&tion as a brother; you will find out fome means to 
prevent my a@ting a part, that I think, will be infinitely prejudicial to his ma- 
jefty’s affairs, and infamous to the greateft degree in myfelf, and I fhall con- 
tentedly retire without the profpe&t of any bufinefs or reward for the future; 
and amongft the many obligations I have to your lordfhip, 1 fhall ever think 
this the greatcft. My lord Cadogan being here ambaffador in form, I think, 
fri@ly fpcaking, I have nothing to do here. I therefore hope your lord- 
fhip will make ufe of this hint, or any other means to deliver me from this 
unfortunate fituation; for I can never bring mylelf to fign the treaty in the 
manner propofed. 

Since having wrote thus far, I have been again with my lord Cadogan, and 


© found him very ready to do any thing, on account of a Ictter which he read to 


me frem monficur Robethon, in which that gentleman tells him that it is his 
majefiy’s intention |.s lordfhip fhould facilitate the conclufion of this matter 
as foon as poffible, and therefore it is expé&ed from him. I have likewife 
fince privately and feparatdly feen monficur Slingelandt and the penfionary ; 
and upon telling the firft what has been done at Hanover, he plainly declared 
to me, that we have given the fatal ftroke to the right fyftem of affairs in Eu- 
rope; that he did not fee what good could enfue, or danger be removed by it, 
at leaft fufficient to compenfate'the evils that he apprehends will follow; that 

this 
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this precipitated and feparate ftep without the States, while they have made no 
allance with the emperer, and are in no way of coming to a good agreément 
upon the unexecuted point of the barrier, will deftroy the confidence - be- 
tween his majefty and them, and create fuch a confufion, diftraGtion and 
jealoufy among one another, that he did not know what recourfe they might 
have, or whofe hands they might fling themfelves into. And as to the penfion- 
ary*, it was melancholy to behold the agony and confternation into which 
this news caft him and he afked me what he fhould fay, when fome people in 
the States would charge him and his friends with having been the dupes in 
this whole affair? In fhort, my lord, he had not then time to talk more fully 
with me; but it isimpoffible to exprefs the uneafinefs I left himin. My lord 
Cadogan and I are to have a conference with him this afternoon, of which we 
fall fend you the refult, by a joint letter. And, it is likely we muti defire full 
powers for figning with the abbé. But as inftruments of that nature gencrally 
contain a claufe for the plenipotentiarics to aét {eparately or jaintly, my name 
may be inferted in the commiffion ; and I, notwithftanding that, and without 
prejudice to his majefty’s fervice, may make ufe of fuch means as your 
lordfhip and my brother Walpole fhall think proper to afford me of returning 
into England, without my figning with the abbé du Bois, in cafe we fhould be 
obliged to do it before the States are ready, which, for my part, I never can in 
honour and confcience agree to do: tho’ I fhould have been extremely proud 
to have put the laft land to this treaty, could it have been done upon a right 
foot. 

16 Oober. We detained the Meffenger untill we could know the fenti- 
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ments of our friends upon the dircétions fent us by Mr. Stanhope, and your. 


lordfhip will fee them at large in our joint difpatch. Is it thercfore impofli- 
ble that their unanfwerable arguments, the contrary winds, the ufual delays in 
paffing powers under the great feal, or fome other excufes that may be proper 
to be made to the abbé, fhould prevent our figning with him before the States 
are ready? If itis impoffible, I am extremely forry for it, but 1] can never 


confent to fee my hand to that feparate a@, after having plighted my honour, - 


my faith, and my confcience that nothing of this kind fhould be done. I muft 
therefore, repeat my inftances to your lordfhip to get me out of this af- 
fair, and for that purpofe I have writ you the inclofed letter for defiring 
chis royal highneffe's leave to return home, to which I hope you will be able 
to fend me a favourable aniwer by the firfeopportunity, that 1 may accord- 
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Period Il. ingly make ufe of it to get away, in cafe it is impoffible for mesby any other 
3724 t01720. ee : : 4 : . f : ; 
Leena Way, to avoid figning with the abbé alone, without @ifobeying his majefty’s 

1716. commands, which as I fhould look upon it to be the greateft misfortune that 
can befall me, fo I depend upon your lordfhip’s kindnefs to fecure me from it 
by the method*I now propofe, or any other you fhall think fit; I am with 
the greateft refpe& and affeétion. 

Your lordfhip will pardon the haft and confufion of this letter. I fhall 
likewife in confidence defire Mr. fecretary Stanhope to afk the king’s leave for 
my returning home on account of my health. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Defires lord Town/fhend to obtain from the prince of Wales his permiffion to re= 
turn to England on account of his ill health. 
MY LORD, Hague, O&tober 16, 1716, 
Townfhend T Have been conftantly troubled with fuch an ill ftate of health ever fince I 
Papers, came into this country, that I fhould fome time ago have defired his royal 
highnefs’s permiffion to return into England for my recovery; but that I 
was willing to undcrgoe any inconveniency rather than make the leaft ftep by 
which I might feem to negle@ his majefty’s fervice, while there was no other 
minifter here. But now my lord Cadogan on account of whofe abfence I 
was fent hither is returned to his ftation; I muft entreat your lordfhip to re- 
prefent my cafe to his royal highnefs, that I may obtain his gracious leave 
to goe immediately home for my releife againft the violent returns of the 
cholick which.I am daily more tormented with. I am with the greateft re~ 
{peét imaginable. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Js concerned that he is commanded to fign the treaty with France feparaiely, 
from the Siutes, after the folemn affurances he has given, and expreffes his 
refolution not to fign. 

DEAR SIR, Hague, Oftober 27, 1716, 
Harrington [ Return you many thanks for the confidence of your priyate packets to 
Papers. lord Townthend contained in your particular letter to me of the gth in- 
Private. f{tant; and I am concerned to fee by it the dangers you apprehend from the 
fudden and extraordinary condu& of the czar; but {till more, that thofe ap- 
prehen~ 
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prehenfions . fhould have preffed his majefty. fo far as to engage you to come Perjod I, 

to an agreement with the abbé du Bois, that my lord Cadogan and I fhould 1714%01720. 
fign with him feparately from the States as foon as he arrives here. You will 
find by our difpatch, that wa.have not fufficient powers for that purpole. J 
fall not enter at prefent into the reafons pro and con relating to this matter, 
which in my opinion may prove a very fatall blow to the intereft of England, 
and no real advantage to his majefty’s affairs even in the north; at leaft not 
fufficient to balance the inconveniencys of abandoning and difobliging the 
States for ever. While the Imperial minifters are at the fame time outrageous, 
and fhew no manner of difpofition cither to fettle the un¢xpeéted points of the 
barrier, or enter into an alliance with the ftates,"fo that ina fhort time we 
fhall fee the utmoft confufion in the Low-Countrys, which 1 am afraid this 
precipitated confidence in France will hardly remedy. 

You know that it is my real opinion to conclude this alliance with France ; ; 
and I do in my confcience think, the doing it in a proper manner with a joint 
concert and concurrence of our old and fure friends is the moft advantageous 
thing to Great Britain that was ever yet compaffed; and the nation has infi- 
nite obligations to you in having fuccceded fo well in the negotiation with the 
abbé. But when I faid that, I muft own Lam in the greateft agony on ac- 
count of the laff ftep; and particularly in relation to the part that I have 
aficd: having plighted to the States my faith, my honour, and my confcience 
in his majefty’s name, that nothing of this nature fhould be done, and if I 
fhould afterwards fign with the abbé in violation of thefe facred and folemn 
affurances, which I repeated but laft Tuefday in a conference, I fhould never 
be able to fhew my ignominious head here again. And therefore I plainly fee 
that this bufinefs in which I thought I fhould have had fome fhare of credit, 
will end in my ruin: becaufe, altho’ I fhall ever think it the Jaft misfortune to 
difobey fo good and gracious a fovereign; yet I muft frecly confels i had ra~ 
ther ftarve, nay dye, than doe a thing that gives fuch a terrible wound to my 
honour and my confcience, and will make me for ever incapable of ferving 
the king any more, efpecially in this place, where I have at prefent fome lit. 
tle credit ana intereft, 

If therefore notwithftanding all that the penfionary and our friends here 
reprefented, and the fentiments of the minifters in England (who I believe 
by this tine you will have found of a different opinion with you) it is his 

majeity’s command, that the agreement you have made with the abbé fhould 
be executed, I mult have recourfe to your friend{hip to gett me out of this 
Pg matter 
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matter without pufhing me to the extremity of not complying with the king’s 
orders, fhould we receive fuch-powers‘from England for that puspofe. I have 


‘therefore wrote the enclofed letter to defire the king’s leave to retura home 


for my health, which I leave to your difcretion to lay before the king, or to 
ufe any other friendly way to deliver me from this-violent fituation. I have 
wrote to the fame effet to lord Townfhend, and I fhall only add, that my 
cafe is particular; and my not figning can be no prejudice to the king’s af- 
fairs. For lord Cadogawi is readily difpofed by a Setter he has received from 
M. Robethon to execute what you defire; being fenfible that he has never 
made the proteftatiorts I have made to the States, nor is by rfo means, as to 
his own particular, under thefe facred tyes and engagements that I have bound 
myfelf with tothem. I muft therefore earneftly intreat, that if you have the 
leaft kindnefs for me, to give me your affiftance in this matter (for I can never 
confent to doe what is required) and I fhall look upon it as the greateft 
obligation to him, that is with the greateft friendfhip and affeGtion, and hall 
ever be, dear fir, yours, &c. 

P. S. The abbé du Bois arrived here laft night, and would by all means 
fee me, altho’ it was 12 o’clock before I came home. I talked alone with 
him in great confidence, and let him know that my powers were not fufficient, 
but that we have writt for others. For God’s fake give me (I defire you 
once more) this mark of your friendfhip, as to prevent me from’ difobliging 
the beft of kings and matters, if poflible. Suppofing inftead of fhewing the 
inclofed letter for my leave to return to England, you obtained his majefty’s 
confent for me to go to Hanover, to give him a ftate of affairs here relating 


- to this treaty, and the conduét of the Imperial minifters. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


The king expreffes himfelf diffatisfied with Walpole, that he has not fettled the 
Jums for the payment of the German troops.—Stanhope endeavours to juftify 
Robethon.—And to /hew the propriety of counteraéting the views of the czar, 
who feems inclined ta obtain poffeffion of Mecklenburgh. 
MY LORD, Goehre, Oftober 16, 1716, 
YOu will {ce by my other letters the ftate of things here; all endeavours 
have been ufed with Pruffia, but hitherto to no purpofe. Mr. Bernftorf 
faid to day to one who told it me, that if the king were now in England the 
exigency of affairs here would make it neceffary for him to come over hither. 


I muft 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


109 


I muft obferve to you that as the king is now to make ufe of the troops of period It, 
Muntfter and Saxe Gotha, he told me with fome warmth that ‘he has hitherto #7!4t01720. 


been obliged to pay them himfelf, notwithftanding what had been promifed , 


him in England, and that he had contraéted for them at the requeft of his 
council. I muft therefore beg of you to prefs Mr. Walpole to have that 
matter fettled. I have more reafon to prefs this than I care to fay to you, but 
I fear fome people do ill offices to Walpole. I am about getting a man fent 
to Sweden; there is reafon to believe that the duke of Mecklenburg has figned 
a treaty with the czar to give up his country to him in exclfange for Livonia 
and other traéts of country that way. Wifhmar which is the*ftrongeft town and 
beft fortified in Germany is at prefent garrifoned by fix battalions, two of the 
king’s, two Danes, and two Pruffians. ’Tis probable the. czar will imme- 
diately invcft that place, and God knows how far we may depend upon either 
of the auxiliary prefidarys; fych is the ftupidity and knavery of both thole 
courts, 

As for Robethon you know he is naturally impertinent and bufying him- 
felf, but at prefent the man doeg.not certainly mean ill, and tho’ he did, I do 
not think it would be proper to complain to the king of him at this time. I 
will endeavour to give him fame advice, and fhall, I believe, prevent his doing 
any hurt. 

The fale of land in St. Chriftopher’s or any method of helping in this ex 
igency will be moft acceptable. I believe it may not be impoflible even to 
put this northern bufinefs in fuch a light as may induce the parliament not to 
look upon it with indifference. If I miftake not Cromwell, who underftood 
very well the intereft of England with refpe€t to foreign powers, fitted out 
more than one fleet to the Baltick, with no other view ihan to fecure, that in 
the treaties of peace to be made betwixt thefe northern potentates a freedom of 
trade to the Baltick fhould be preferved to all nations. He frequently offered 
confiderable fumms of money to the king of Sweden for Bremen. The Dutch 
have likewife heretofore thought themfelves very much concerned that a ba- 
lance of power fhould be maintained in thofe feas; I think therefore no time 
fliould be loft im trying to concert fome meafures with them. ’Tis certain 
that if the czar be lett alone three years, he will be abfolute malter there, 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Requejls him to obtain permifion from the king that he may return to ) England, 
and avoid figning the treaty with France feparately from the States, after the 
folemn affurances he has given that no fuch defign was in agitation. 
DFAR SIR, Hague, Oftober 20, 1916, 
OU will fee by the letters the meffenger brings you from England the 
fentiments of your friends upon his majefty’s intentions that we fhould 
fign the treaty with the abbé without the ftates, notwithftanding which it being 
poffible on account of the agreement you have fign’d with that minifter, that 
the king's orders may be renewed to us on that head, I muft earneftly rcpeat 
my inftances to you, that you will ufe your utmoft credit and intereft with his 
majefty to give me leave to return immediately into England, that I may have 
fome pretext for not doing, what noe confideration whatfoever can difpofe me 
to after the folemn engagements I am under both publickly and privately to the 
States and their minifters here, that nothing of this kind fhould be done; and I 
have by that means and upon that condition kept them from embroyling your 
negotiation at ‘Hannover. I doe not pretend to make mylelfe a judge of his 
majefly’s reafons for what you have done, and I fhoukd have thought myfelf 
obliged in duty to obey them without the Jeaft hefitation, were I not under thefe 
unfortunate circumftances-of facrificing by fuch an a€t my honour and every 
thing that I think is realy valuable. My lord Cadogan is fenfible that his cafe 
is not the fame with mine, and therefore, if his majefty perfifts in his refo- 
lution I dare fay he will be ready to fubmit to his royall pleafure; and as all 
full powers to two minifters contain a claufe for their a€ling joyntly or fepa- 
ratcly, his majefty’s commands may be executed without my concurring in it, 
which I can never doe, For I fhall look upon it no better than declaring my- 
felfa villain under my own hand; and I fhall therefore be for ever obliged to 
you if you can gett me fafely out of this bufinefs. I hope I have had the hap- 
pincis of living fo long fo well with you, that I may expe& the favour to fave 
me if poffibie from his majefty’s difpleafure: but I am refolved at all hazards 
to preferve that which no human power can take from me; I am with the 
greatcil refpe& and affetion, &c. 
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Expreffes his carneft hope that permiffion of returning to England may be—~——~ 
granted, as the only means of honourably getting out of his prefent dilemma ; 716s 
and pofitively declares that he will facrifice his fortune and even life, rather 
than fign the feparate treaty with France.—Cenfures the meafures in regard 


to Mecklenburgh. . 
DEAR SIR, Hague, Ofober 20, 17169 


HORACE WALFOLE TO STEPHEN FOYNTZ. 


OU will perhaps have feen by my private letter of Jaft poft to lord Townthend 
Townfhend the diftraétion I am in on account of the orders we have re. P#P*!* 
ceived from Hannover to fign with the abbé du Bois as foon as we have 
fufficient powers to doe it, and I’m afraid that notwithftanding his royal 
highnefs’s and the opinion of the miniftry in England, the agreement Mr. 
Stanhope has made with the abbé will difpéfe the king to renew his orders to 
us to execute his commands. 1 therefore hope I fhall by the forft poft, or at 
leaft as foon as the full powers come from England, receive the prince’s 
gracious permiffion to return home purfuant to a letter I wrote to lord 
Townfhend for that purpofe; that I may fave a pretext to gett out of this 
violent dilemma, cither of difobliging the king, or of aéting a part that I realy 
think will render me infamous for ever; and as my not figning can be no 
prejudice to his majefty’s affairs, fince my lord Cadogan will be fufliciently 
authorifed, and is not in my unfortunate cireumftances, having never made 
the proteftations I have done both publickly and in private. I hope a 
favourable interpretation will be put upon my a€tions, and that my lord 
Townfhend will, if no other way can gett me home, open the matter in the 
moft tender manner to the prince for his indulgence ; for I muft ingenuoufly 
contefs to you that no confideration whatfoever can make me comply. 1 will 
willingly give up my prefent and all future advantages; I will lay my patent 
of reverfion in the Weft Indies, nay, even my life at his majefty’s fect fooner 
than be guilty of an a€tion which in me would be fucha one as I cannot 
name. 1 have wrote again to Mr. fecretary Stanhope to the fame purpofe, 
and have earnefily defired his and lord Sunderland’s favour and proteétion 
to obtain the king’s leave for my going home. Lord Cadogan is fo fenfible 
of the hardfhip I am under on this occafion, that he has wrote to lord 
Sunderland in the hanfomeft manner in my favour, for which I fhall ever 
think myfelf obliged to him. My humble refpeéts to lord Townfhend, with 


my repeated inftances to him to give me this laft mark of his affection by 
| fending 
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fending for me home. I am under fo great a concern, yntill the fate of this 
matter is over, that it is impoffible for me to think of any thing elfa foe that 
I muft acknowledge by you the favour of hislordthip’s letter of the 5th 
inft. O. S. and fend by you my affe€tionate congratulations to his lordfhip 
upon my fifter’s being fo happily daliver’d of a fon. I am, with the greateft 
fincerity, &c. . 

P.S. O€tober 21. Lord Cadogan and IT having. been in conference 
yefterday with the Imperial minifters from fix in the afternoon till twelve at 
night, had not timé to difpatch our letters.till this morning, when a meffenger 
arrived from Hannover with repeated orders to us to fign with the abbé, and 
the only reafon that I find for it is, leaft the czar fhould become mafter of 
the nobility of Mecklenbourgh. I can’t for my life fee the connection becween 
our immediate figning and that affair, or why the whole fyftem of affairs in 
Europe, efpecially in relation to the intereft of England, muft be entirely 
fubverted on account of Mecklenbourgh. God knows what will be the con- 
fequence of fuch politicks; but I lay that afide; being fenfible that it is not 
for me to judge of his majefty’s reafons for thefe proceedings; and that I: 
am in duty bound to execute his commands, which I would readily doe, were 
I not under fuch folemn engagements to-the contrary in this cafe, that my 
honour and confcience can never difpenfe with, 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO-HORACE WALPOLE. 


The prince of Wales and lord Townfhend acknowledge the inconvenience of 
figning the feparate treaty with France without the States, yet the prince 
cannot venture to grant permiffion to return.— Lord Townfhend hopes that 
the neceffary delays in preparing and forwarding the full powers will enable 
the States to fign at the fame time.—Objeéls to his removing from ihe Hague, 
but thinks that he may find excufes for not fagning. 


SIR, Hampton Court, Oftober ganzo, 1716. 


MY ‘lord Townfhend being very bufy has commanded me to acknowledge 

your private letters of the 14th and 16th OG ober. You will have feen 
by his lordthip’s late difpatches, that the prince as wel as he is entircly of 
your opinion as to the inconveniencys that are to be apprehended from 
figning this treaty feperately ; and his lordfhip owns, if it were his own cafe, he 
fhould be under pretty much the fame difficulties as you, but he thinks you 
cannot well decline the king’s pofitive commands, at leaft no rclief is to be 


obtained 
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obtained againft them from hence, neither does it depend on his royal high- Period IT 


nefs to permit ybu to come over for the recovery of your health. 
confidering that the neceflary forms of preparing the inftrument of your full 
powers, cannot be got over till Friday or Saturday next, after which the 
winds may detain it on this fide the water for fome days longer, his lordfhip 
hopes that you will not be putt understhe difficulty you apprehend, but on 
the contrary-that the preffing inftances of the king, as they owe their rife to 
the exigency of the northern affairs, and not to any defign of flighting the 
States, will have the good effect to bear down the tedious formalities of their 
government, and to bring the States to fign at the fame time with lord 
Cadogan and you. The full powers will run conjunéim vel feperatim, {fo that 


if you think it abfolutely neceffary to decline figning, you may find excules_ 


without removing from the Hague, which would make too much cclat, and 
might do you great diflervice with his majefty as well as fome with the prince, 
whole, good graces you certainly poflefs at prefent. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Sends intercepted correfpondence from count Gyllenburg, proving the intentions 
of the king of Sweden to invade England.—Regrets that the hing will not 
altempt to procure the fladtholderfhip for himfelf. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Friday, Odtober r2—_23, 1716, 

] Am very glad to fee by yours of the 12th inflant, N. S. that the abbé du 
Bois received fo well the infinuations you made him in relation to the 

-affairs of the north. 

You will find the inclofed letters very curious; that from count Gyllen- 
burg to baron Gortz is decyphered, but there has not been time enough to 
gett the baron’s anfwer decyphered here; our man fays it is a new cypher, 
and if you can gett it decyphered, I beg you would fend me a copy of it. 
You will fee in count Gyllenberg’s letter, his notions of the regent and of 
‘the part he is likely to take in the affairs of the north; what he fays of the 
_king’s being tu make France for the future of the fame ufe with regard 
to the empire, that Sweden has been ever fince the treaty of Muntter, is fo 
ridiculous that nothing but his paffion and his malice to the king could make 
him fuggeft fuch nonfenfe. The latter part of his lettcr confirms all we have 
ever fufpeéed as to his correfponding with the difaffe€ied here, and his faying 
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that money will not be wanting to compleat his fcheme, fhews plainlygthat he 
has had large offers from the party, and that they are determined to try once 
more their fortune if the king of Sweden will affilt them with’ troops.* Count 
Gyllenberg has paffed molt of this fummer with Cefar, a creature of lord 
Oxford*s, in Hertfordfhire. How far the king of Sweden will engage in 
thefe {chemes time only can difcovtr; but the weak and low condition to 
which the Danes are reduced, and the prefent views and behaviour of the 
czar may, for ought I know, make him think that he has now an opportunity 
of indulging what feems to be his darling paflion, revenge upon the king; and 


for my own part I muft freely own to you, that ] think the unfortunate turn 


the northérn affairs have taken, has putt the king under fome difficulties at 
home, as well as vcry great ones abroad. For the czar’s behaviour has made 
all meafures which might have been taken towards farther reducing the king 
of Sweden dangerous and almoft impra€ticable; fo that the king will be 
obliged to guard equally againft the views of both, which cannot in my‘ poor 
opinion be done, but by making fuch an augmentation of his troops in 
Germany as may lett the czar fee he intends to maintain that authority and 
influence he ought to have in the north. Sucha ftep would revive and 
hearten Denmark, and fecure the king of Pruffia (who as I am certainly in-. 
formed leans to the czar only through fear) and confequently make the king 
once more mafter of affairs in thofe parts, provided fuch precautions are 
taken at the fame time in England as may fhew the king of Sweden that any 
attempt upon this country muft end in his confufion. 

Mr. Walpole fent me the fame intelligence as he did to you in relation to 
the choice of a ftadtholder, and I am very much concerned to find by your 
letter that his majefty will not think of procuring that dignity for himfelf. 1 
am however of opinion there will as yet be no occafion for his majefty’s 
coming to a pofitive refolution on that head; the beft atlvices I can get from 
Holland affuring me, that the beft intentioned and leading members of the 


‘States, and even fome who are thought to favour in general the office of 


ftadtholder, do not think this a remedy proper to be propofed at this time, 
but on the contrary have drawn up a plan by which they hope more effe€tually 
to obviate the diforders and confufions they now labour under, than they — 
could even by the choice of a ftadtholder at this jun@ure; fo that were his 
majefty inclined to undertake the procuring that dignity to himfelf, this 
would be by no means a proper opportunity to attempt it; for the States will - 
not 
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not, I am perfuaded, be brought to choofe a ftadtholder till their affairs are pea 

come to greater extremities, and till they find other {chemes and experiments Ce 

meffe€tuall. 1916. 
My brother Walpole being in Norfolk I cannot fend you his opinion as to 

the poffibility of finding a fumm for this fervice ; but the revenue in England 

confifting as you know but of two branches, one of which, the parliamentary 

fubfidies, is wholely appropriated to particular fervices, this matter lyes within 

a very narrow compals, and I fear whenever any attempt of this kind is to be 

made, the money muft come out of the civil lift. I have already by his 

royal highnefs’s commands fent inftru€tions to Mr. Walpole at the Hague to 

do all he can to hinder the prince of Heffe from being advanced to that 

dignity, and I am perfuaded he will find no great difficulty in defeating that 

attempt, fhould that ptince’s friends think fitt to try their itrength, which I 

can fcarce imagine they will at prefent. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Fuflifies the condutt of Walpole in not venturing to appropriate any fum 
for the payment of the German troops.—Expreffes his concern that both 
himfelf and Walpole are expofed to evil fuggeflions.—Mentions their fervices, 
and hints at his refignation.—Boajts of the good cffetls which already refult 
from the alliance with France.—Objeéls to the profecution of the conteft 
with Rufa.—Is of opinion that the parliament will never approve it.— 
Imputes Bothmar’s malicious infinuations to the rage of difappointed 
avarice. 

SIR, : Hampton Court, Tucfday, Otober 16—027, 1716. 


Have reccived the favour of your private Ictter of the 16th inft, N.S. and Orford and: 
am forry to find his majefty fhould have fpoken to you with fome warmth sil as 
concerning the payment of the Munfter and Saxe Gotha troops. My brother 
Walpole is at prefent in Norfolk, fo that I cannot fend you his thoughts *”v#- 
as to the practicablenefs of finding fome expedient for paying thole troops 
before a parliamentary provifion is made for them; but being able to charge 
my own memory with the particular circumftances which have hitherto 
hindered that payment, I muft beg leave to give you a fhort dedu@tion of that 
matter, leaving it to you to trouble his majefty with as much or as little of it 
as you dhall think proper. 
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You mutt, I am perfuaded, remember as well as I, that upon the pretender’s 
landing in Scotland, no oné imagining he would have engaged in fuch an 
undertaking without foreign affiftance, the parliament gave the Ring un- 
limited power to raife what number of men he fhould think fitt for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, and farther the lords of the Cabinet Council, his 
majelty being prefent, did unanimoufly advife and defire him to fecure and 
take into his fervice a body of troops from abroad, and orders were accordingly 
given to the king’s German minifters to hire the troops abovesmentioned. 
The precipitate retreat of the pretender having afterwards made it unneceffary 
for his majefty to éncreafe the number of troops within the kingdom was as 
intended, and it being thereupon judged advifeable for his majeity to mention 
to the parliament this inftance of the good ufe made of the truft repofed in 
him, it was thought very inconfiftent after fuch a ftep to retain a body of 
foreign forces in pay; accordingly orders were given for ftopping the con. 
ventions with Munfter and Saxe Gotha, in cafe they were not finally con- 
cluded. But thofe orders coming too late, it happened that the treaties were 
(according to the report of Meffrs. Bernftorf and Bothmar) a€tually figned ; 
however we were affured that in confideration of the troops not being made 
ufe of, endeavours fhould be ufed to gett a new convention, by which part of 
the charge fhould be mitigated, which convention 1 am told has fince been 
perfeéted. Thefe firft treatics did not come over till late in the feffion, while 
my brother Walpole lay fo ill that his life was defpaired of, and as foon as 
ever he recovercd Melffrs. Bernfdorf and Bothmar and I had a conference 
with him about {cttling this affair in order to the laying the faid treaties before 
the parliament that the neceffary provifion might be made for this fervice. 
But upon perulal of the papers brought us by Meflrs. Bernfdorf and 
Bothmar we found they were guly copys of the treaties, and that the originals 
were not fent over. This made it impra€ticable to have them laid before the 


houfe of commons, to whom either the original conventions or-authentick 


copies attefted by one of the fecretaries of ftate muft always be produced ; 
befides which, one of thefe conventions was drawn in fuch loofe terms as 
feem’d to imply that if the troops were not demanded within a certain time, 
the agreement was void, which however Meffrs. Bernfdorf and Bothmar 
‘afflured us was not the intent and meaning of it. For thefe reafons it was 
judged improper to bring this matter before the parliament at that time for 
fear the want of an authentick inftrument, and the loofe wording of the tréaty 
fhould have given a handle for putting a negative on this demand, and 

thereby 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


thereby have precluded us from ever bringing it into the houfe again; and 
it was agreed to defer moving that matter till the new conventions could be 
finifheds and authentick a&s of them be got ready to lay before the parliament, 
which conventions were not perfeéled and fent hither till fince the end of the 
feffion, So that the fooneft this money can be paid in a regular way will be 
fome time after the opening of the next deffion ; but if it is the king’s pleafure 
fome exiraordinary method fhould be found out for furnifhing this fumm 
immediately, 1 own freely to you, were I in Mr. Walpole’s cafe, I fhould 
expceét his majefty’s commands for laying that matter at leaft before the 
Cabinet Council; it being in my opinion too great a weight for Mr. Walpole 
to take upon himfelf. 

In the mean time it is a very melancholy reflc€tion, that our beft endeavours 
for his majefty’s fervice are liable to be thus interpreted; and I am forry I 
have this occafion to be confirmed in my opinion, that no fervices which 
Mr, Walpole, or you, or I, can ever render to his majefty, will be fufficient 
to {creen and fupport us againft the falfe and malicious fuggeltions of our 
enemies. The fuccefs with which our endeavours have hitherto been crowned 
is fuch, as it would look like vanity evcn to mention, and fince the only aim 
of my ambition and the reward of all my labours is now attained by fecing 
his majefty firmly {cated in the throne; I can ftruggle no longer againft the 
difficulties which our enemies about the king create us every day, and fhalb 
therefore moft earneftly beg leave to refign my employment and to retire into 
the country as Joon as the king returns, and his majefty may depend upon 
my not behaving myfelf in the manner others have done after quitting his 
Service. But I fhall, I hope, by the fteadinefs of my conduét, and by doing 
the dutys of a good fubjc€t in a private ftation, efface thofc ill impreffions 
which have been given him of me. 

The good cffeéls which already begin to appear from the profpeét. of a 
treaty with France will, I hope, convince every body, that I was not miftaken 
in my notions with regard to that alliance; the prefent fituation of his majefty’s 
affairs here being more profperous than the molt fanguine of his fervants 
could have expetted or imagined, and the publick credit is higher than ever 
was known. By which means an opportunity may certainly be taken in pars 
Niament this winter of reducing all public intereft to 5 per cent. whereby a 
fund will be gained out of the prefent intereft of near 800,000/. per ann, to- 
wards finking the debt, which fumm well managed will in a {mall number of 
years.clear all we owe; and this may be done without the leaft breach of 
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faith or publick credit, or burthening the people with any new tax, provided 
nothing intervenes that may bring a difreputation on his majefty’s adminiftra- 
tion, or that fhall look like engaging the nation in a new war. 

The miferable and diftra€ted condition into which the northern affairs-are 
plunged gives the difcontented and enemies of the king’s government hopes, 
that they may be able to raife fome difturbances in parliament on that head, 
which they flatter themfelves may be managed fo as to affeél the king’s affairs 
in general ; and indeed I cannot but own their expe€tations in this particular 
to be better founded and their fchemes more wifely laid than they ufe to be. 
You will fee by thé intercepted letters the part count Gillenberg is to take 
in this feene; Mr. Lechmere and fome other whigs, as I am credibly in- 
formed, are to take their fhare; and your humble fervant, and yourfelf, are 
perfonally to fuffer in this attack, tho’ God knows we have had no direttion in 
all this northern quarrell. However be that as it will, whilft we carry a 
mufket, we muft do our duty without murmur or complaint; and that we may 
do it in the beft manner for the king’s fervice, I muft beg leave to fay a word 
or two to you upon that part of your letter, where you fay you do not think 
it impoffible even to fet this northern bufinefs in fuch a light, as may induce 
the parliament not to look on it with indifference; and you alledge the ex- 
pence England: was in at Cromwell’s time, in fitting out a fleet for preferving 
the balance of the north, © 

I perfe€lly agree with you, that England as well as the reft of Europe, ever 
had and always muft have a great intereft in the prefervation of the ballance 


of the north, and yct I cannot help being of opinion, that if the northern 


affairs were brought into parliament by his majefty’s order upon the foot 
they now ftand, his majefty would be fo far from obtaining any affiftance on 
that head, that there would be great danger from fuch a ftep of ruining his 
credit and influence in both houfes. The arguments for maintaining a 
ballance in the north will be turned againft all that has been doing ever 
fince the fiege of Stralfund; and they will tell us, I fear, that had the intended 
defcent fucceeded in the way, and with the troops defigned for that expedition, 
the balance of the north had been effe€tually ruined, and the czar made 
matter of all the trade of the Baltick. And I do not remember that I ever 
was furnifhed with any other anfwers to what may be faid on this fubje&, 
among all the wife reafonings you and I have heard, but that the czar’s fon is . 
a mere Mufcovite, and is to ruin all his father has done in a very little while 
after the czar’s death, who to make the {cheme a little more tolerable was 

alfo 
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alfo fuppofed to be in a very languifhing condition. But the fcene being 
fince a great deal changed, 1 fuppofe by fupporting the balance of the north, 
it is so meant both againft the czar and Sweden; and I doubt very much 
whether any {cheme of that kind can be difplayed in fuch colours as to invite 
the parliament to engage in it. For befides the difficulties our trade muft lye 
under, fhould we a@tually break with the czar, the expence nectflary to 
fupport fuch a fcheme will be an infuperable reafon with the parliament 
never to come into it. The expeéting therefore any money from the par 
liament towards carrying on that war is a mere delufion, and can end in no» 
thing but breaking the king’s friends amongft themfelves, ruining the publick 
credit, and preventing us from getting into a method of paying the nation’s 
debts. Could indeed the States and the regent or court of Vienna be pre- 
vailed upon tu form in concert with his majefty a plan or projeét of a peace 
for the north, and at the fame time to enter into meafures with his majefty 
to forcé the contending parties to accept of the terms fo offered, the parliament 
might upon fuch a foundation give fomething towards enabling the king to pay 
his proportion of the expence; but the States have hitherto been fo averfe 
from meddling in thofe affairs, that I fear there is little hopes of their engaging 
in them at prefent. 

I find all the king’s fervants here are of opinion that the moft we can 
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expeét from the parliament this feffion is two fhillings in the pound, and the _ 


malt, which together make one million and a half; with this, allowing for 
10,000 feamen, we may 1 believe keep near 20,000 land forces, fo that you 
fee upon this foot the utmoft affiftance that is to be expe@ed from hence as to 
the affairs of the north, is a {quadron of fhips. Iam, &c. ss 

P, §. I am very fure that all thefe malicious infinuations to Walpole’s and 
our prejudice arife from Bothmar, who has every day fome infanious proje& 
or other on foot to get money; and his difappointments in thefe particulars are 
what he carinot bear, having nothing in his view but raifing a vaft eftate to 
himfelf; and therefore he will never be fatisfied till he has got the Miniftry 
and Treafury into fuch hands as will fatiate his avarice, at the expence of the 
king’s credit, intereft and fervice, 
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THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Praifes Secretary Stanhope.—The northern affairs feem in a better.train.— 
. Hints at the good effetts of the king’s return, . 

MY LORD, . ‘ Gohre, O@tober 26, N.S. 1916, 
YOUR lordfhip will receive by this courier, from Mr. Stanhope, copies of 

the abbé du Bois’s letters to him, and of the orders the king has fent to 
his minifters at the Haguc; they are the only ones could be given on this 
occafion and which muft bring this affair to a conclufion, either by the figning 
the treaty, or obliging the French to fhew the whole world, that it’s they that 
break, and nott the king. Mr. Stanhope has manag’d this bufinefs with the 
utmoft pains and dexterity, and has brought it fo far to bear, that which ever 
way it turns the king muft be the gainer. The affairs of the czar, feem to 
take a better turn, which will very much conduce towards that which all 
honeft men wifh, the king’s return to England, which is of fo vaft importance 
to the being of the king’s government, that whither it be fome weeks fooner, 
or later is of finall canfideration, to the main thing of his return, though no 
doubt the fooner it is the better. J am ever, with great truth and refpeét. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


States the opinion of the lords of the council on the beft means to prevent an in- 
vafion from Sweden, and to co-operate with the.czar.—Mentions the heads of 
bufine/s to be laid before parliament, and fubmits to the king, if he continues 
at Hanover, the propriety of invefling the prince of Wales with difcretionary 
power.— Horace Walpole appointed by the prince to convey thts difpaich for 
the explanation of the points therein /pecified. 


MY LORD, - Whitehall, Nov. 2, 1716. 


nd Hs royali highnefs being returned from Hampton Court on Saturday laft, 


and feveral of the lords being come to town, Mr. fecretary Methuen 


Draught. and I had by his royal highnefs’s command a meeting on Sunday at the duke 


of Devonfhires with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonfhire and Bolton, 
lord Orford, and lord Parker, to confider, purfuant to the king’s orders, what 
heads of bufinefs might be proper and neceffary to be laid before the parlia- 
ment, in order to tranfmitt the fame to his majefty for his approbation. We 
began by communicating to thém the enclofed copies of intercepted corre- 
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fpondence between the Sweedifh minifters, fome pieces of which, that are 
very materiall, you have not yet feen; and upon mature confideration of the 
contents of thofe letters, of the prefent difpofition of the king’of Sweden, 
and of the difunion which prevails among the northern allics, the lords were 
all unanimoully of opinion, that it is of the utmoft confequence to the fafety 
of the nation, that all poffible precautions fhould be taken both at Hanover 
and in England, to put it out of the power of Sweden to execute the defign 
framed by count Gylienborg and the jacobites. Asto what can be done abroad 
towards diverting the Sweedifh forces, and finding them,full employment in 
their own country, nothing appears to the lords more effeétuall and defireable 
for that purpofe, than clofing with the propofal lately made by the czar, tranf- 
mitted hither by fir John Norris, and mentioned in your letter of the 31 inft, 
of Oftober, for making a defcent from Finland next fpring, which, efpecially if 
feconded by a defeent on Schonen at the fame time, will in the opinion of the 
lords’give the king of Sweden his hands full of bufinefs, aud put him out of 
a condition to fpare any forces towards fupporting the caufe of the pretender. 
For which reafon, they think his majefly will be juftified to all mankind, if in 
order to avert this blow, and to refcue his kingdoms from the vifible danger 
to which at prefent they fland cxpofed, he engages immediately to fend into 
the Baltick next year a fquadron of men of war fufficient to cover the pro- 
jetcd defcent from Finland; the faid fquadron being infifted on by the czar 
as a condition neceffary to render that attempt pra€licable. The lords are 
indeed unanimoufly of opinion, that confidering the obfinacy and inveteracy 
of the king of Sweden, the poverty and weaknefs of the court of Denmark, 
the treachery and corruption of Pruffia, and the ttle probability there is of 
any cordiali and effe€tuall affiftance from the empcror at ihis junélure; there 
is fcarce any profpeé left of the king’s extricating himfclf out of use difficul- 
tics into which northern affairs have plunged him, without coming toa beter 
underftanding withthe czar: and fince that prince has already pained fuch footing 
as makes it impoffible for the king at this time to force him to fuch terins as 
might perhaps be moft for the intercft and peace of the empire, they are hum- 
bly of opinion, that his majefly’s fervice requires, that the czar fhould at this 
junéiure rather be indulged in fome particulars than irritated to fuch a degree, 
as may tempt him to throw himfelf entircly into the notions and {chemes of the 
court of Pruflia, and perhaps of that of France. It 1s therefore their-humble 
opinion that all gentle methods fhould be employed towards perfuading him 
to purfue vigoroully his views againft Sweden, and fuch encouragement given 
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him, as the prefent fituation of his majefty’s affairs here will admitt of, which 
certainly require the fending a fquadron to the Baltick the next year. As to 
the continuing a detachment of the prefent fquadron in thofe feas during the 
winter, his royal highnefs having referred that propofal to the admiralty, has 
received from them the inclofed report, by which you will fee the lords of the 
admiralty &re of opinion, that a detachment wintering in the Baltick will ruin 
the fhips without being of fervice to his majefty’s affairs. 

The lords having confidered in the next place the precautions neceffary to 
be taken in England upon the prefent profpe& of affairs, are of opinion, that 
the whole force both at fea and land, which is now on foot, fhould for the pre- 


fent be kept up. But the nation is fo {ett upon reducing the forces, and upon 


eafing themfelves of the burthen of taxes, that it is feared the parliament will 
not cafily be brought to continue the whole force now on foot, or to grant 
more than two fhillings in the pound and the malt; and therefore the lords 
defire to receive his majefty’s particular fentiments and dirc€tions on this im- 
portant affair, and beg leave to offer it as their humble opinion, that if his 
majefty cannot be here in perfon, it will be abfolutely neceffary for his fer- 
vice, that he would be pleafed to give a difcretionary power to his royal high- 
nefs, and to thofe who have the honour of ferving his majefty here to condué& 
this matter in parliament in fuch manner, as they fhall think moft proper for 
bringing it toa happy iffue. It being as much impoffible to forefee what may 
arife in either houfe on a queftion of this nature, as it will be to wait his ma- 
jefty’s particular inftru€tions from Hanover, upon every fudden incident which 
may be thrown in the way to obftrué his majcily’s fervice. 

The other heads of bufinefs, which the lords had under their deliberation, 
and which they think abfolutely neceflary to be brought before the parliament 
this fetlion, were, the putting the public debts in a method of payment, the af. 
ferting and ftrengthening the fupremacy of the crown over the clergy, and the 
better regulating of the univerfities, lord Oxford’s trial and a generall act of 
indemnity. As to the putting the public debts in fome method of payment 
they look upon it as neceflary to the very being of the nation; and Mr. 
Walpole has a fcheme to offer for this purpofe, which he flatters himfelf will 
give univerfall fatisfa€tion, but he being not yet returned out of the country, 
we could not enter into the detail of that particular. 

The archbifhop has defired, that he and fome of the bifhops may have a 
meeting with the lord chancellor and fome other lords to prepare heads of a bill 
for afferting the fupremacy, and for better regulating the clergy and the two 
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univerfitys. With refpeé to lord Oxford's trial, the lords are of opinion, that 
the charge of high treafon fhould be dropped, it being very certain that there 
is not fufficient evidence to conviét him of that crime, but that he fhould be 
pufhed with all pofible vigour upon the point of mifdemeanour, without 
which, it is certain that the beft intentioned of his majefty’s fubjeéts will be fo 
broken and difunited, as not to be able to carry on the publick fervice any 
more this parliament. The a€t of indemnity, their lordfhips all agree to be 
abfolutely neceffary for quieting and compofing the minds of the nation, and 
they think the propercft time for bringing it in will be tovards the clofe of the 
feffion. 

The laft thing their lordfhips had under confideration was, what time it 
would be proper for the parliament to meet to do bufinefs. They humbly 
conceive that the fooner this can be, the better, and that the utmoft limit to 
which the opening of the feffion can conveniently be defer’d, will be to the 
end of the Chriftma{s holydays; all which they defire may be entirely fub. 
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mitted to his majefty’s confideration ; and they make bold to repeat it as their ~ 


humble opinion, that in the conduéting fo many important affairs through the 
difficulties incident to all popular aflemblies, and more particularly increafed 
by the unhappy divifions under which this nation labours, it will be impoffi- 
ble for them to fucceed or even to carry on the feffion without frequent and 
long interruptions, unlefs his majefty thinks proper to truft his royal highnefs 
with a difcretionary power to which they may have recourle for extricating 
the fervice out of unforcfeen difficulties, and for accommodating their con- 
du& from time to time to the feveral variations of circumflances that may 
arife, which can hardly be communicated, much iefs be provided for at a 
diftance. It being thought neceffary to pitch upon fomebouy to carry this 
difpatch, who might be able explain any of the points contained in it, his 
royal highnefs has been pleafed to appoint Mr. Horace Walpole, who was 
therefore prefent at the meeting of the lords, that he might by hearing what 
paffed, be enabled to give his majcfty the moft exaA information of the fenti~ 
ments cf his fervants on the prefent Rate of affairs. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Affures him of the king’s attachment.—Seems to cenfure Walpole for not per- 
forming his promife made to the king.—Expreffes himklf diffatisfied with his 
own continuance in office. 

MY LORD, Gochrde, November 6, 1716. 
I Am to acknowledge the honour of your letter of the 12th and 16th of 
Oftober. I do not yet know whether baron Gortz’s letter will be de- 
cyphered, but if it be, I will not fail to fend you a copy of it. I think there 
is no reafon to doubt from the king of Sweden’s temper, but that he may be 


- prevailed upon to undertake any thing. I have laid before his majefty all 


| *® Victor 
Amadeus. 


thefe intercepted letters, and have communicated to him good part of the 
contents of both your lordfhip’s of the dates above-mentioned. I think the 
latter of them is come very feafonably; for the king being upon the pojnt to 
take his final refolution touching his holding the feffion of parliament in perfon 
or not; it hath given me an opportunity to fhew his majefty, that his fervants 
in England did not think it polfible to carry thofe things in parliament, which 
feem abfolutely neceffary, unlefs countenanced and fupported by his prefence. 
1 very believe this will determine him to-take the refolution we all with, 
and that his prefence will enable us to deal with Mr. Lechmere and his 
followers, It was.never imagined, that any fupply fhould be afked of the 
parliament, immediately, on account of the northern affairs: but it will cer~ 
tainly become the parliament to addrefs the king to form in concert with 
fuch other powers, as your lorcfhip nares, fuch alliances, in order to force a_ 
good peace there, as fhall be judged neceflary, and to promife the parliament's 
fupport for fuch engagements ; otherwife I know not what minifter can make 
a ftep with fafety towards forming any plan. Whether the difbanding forces, 
while thefe matters are pending, will enable the king to treat with advantage, 
I beg may be confidered. . 

Since my laft to your lordfhip, I have had two conferences with general 
Schulemburgh, the king of Sicily’s* minifter, by whom I perceive that his mafter 
will think himfelf very happy, if the king can fecure his peace with the emperor 
at the expence of Sicily: fo that we may boldly offer Sicily to the emperor, and 
may, I hope, fecure his affiftance for thefe northern affairs, which I mult own 
have, in my opinion, fo near a connexion with England, that I think we muft 
look after them. If a fall part of the moncy, which will accrue by the re- 

duction 
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duétion of intereft, fhould for one ycar or two, be employed to fettle things in Period Il. 
the north, fo as that neither our trade nor indeed our country fhould have any eee 
attempt to fear from thence; I cannot but think this parliament. will VCTY 17164 
readily come into it, efpecially, after the great things that have been donc, and the 
care they will {ce hath been taken to fecyre them againft a war with France, 
which is the only power that can endanger us or occafion a great expence. 

I have reprelented therefore to the king, the fentiments exprefied in your 
letter on this head, as procceding from the apprehenfions you were under of 
difficulties, in cafe his majefty fhould not come in perfon to give life and vi- 
gour to all his bufinefs. You may imagine I {aid nothing of that part of your 
letter where you talked of laying down: for if you knew how thoroughly well 
the king thinks of your lordfhip, and how often he upon all occafions ex- 
preffes it, Iam fure you would not have faid it yourielf. It is very likely 
that Bathmar may have done ill ofhces to Mr. Walpole: but the king upon 
that fubjett tells me, that he fpoke himfelf with Mr. Walpole about it before 
he left England. Itis very poffible the king and Mr. Walpole might miftake 
one another, But the king fays, he did apprehend, that Mr. Walpole 
had told him a way would be found to pay that moncy: he fays he hath in fae 
advanced the money. I do therefore beg, that Mr. Walpole and you will 
think of this matter. If it be neceflary that I write a letter to be laid before 
ihe cabinet council, let him tell me in what manner he would have me 
write, and I will immediately fend a letter, if he would have it, and do every 
thing that he and you will let mc know of for your fervice. The concern I 
have for him makes me with moft earncftly, that he will find fome way to 
make this matter eafy, which may, and will otherwife, give his enemics an 
opportunity of hurting him. I am fure I have ftaid in this office much longer 
than I would have done, for your fake and his; and whenever we are to go out 
of place, Jet it not be upon fuch a foot, that the king fhall fay Mr. Walpole 
hath promifed fuch a thing, and that Mr. Walpole fhall lay otherwife. I 
vent my thoughts very frecly to you, and will do fo, while I am in bufie 
nefs. You will eafily believe me, when I tell you, that confidcring the 
prefent fituation I am in, I do not wifh that may be long. In all ftates and 
conditions I fhall ever be, &c. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


we Poa Severely cenfures the conduit of lord Townfhend, and accufes him of “purpofely 


1716, 


Harrington 
Papers. 


delaying, from motives of jealoufy, the fignature of the treaty with Freance.— 

Requefled the king’s permiffion to refign the feals.—Defires lord Town/hend 

to explain his conduél, and to write in French, that the king may read the 

original, | 

MY LORD, ” Goehre, November 11, 19716, 

yay etté trés furpris par plus d’une raifon d’apprendre par la dépéche de my 

lord Cadogan du 5: de Nov. le nouvel incident qui arréte a prefent la figna~ 
ture du traité 4 la Haye, outre l’inquietude que nous peut caufer l’apprehen- 
fion de quelque mauvaile foi du cété de Ja France, je vous avoueray que je 
{uis inquiet pour une raifon qui me touche de plus pres. La forme noevelle du 
plein pouvoir, que l’on a envoyé a my lord Cadogan me fait croire, que ce n’eft 


_ pasfans deffein que ]’ons’eft écarté de la route commune, et des formes conftam- 


ment ufitées en dreffant des pleins pouvoirs pour les traités particuliers, que l’on 
aenvue. Dans votre lettre du 28™ de Sept. écrite a la verité avant que je 
vous euffe fait part de ma fignature par ordre du roy avec M. l’abbé du Bois 


A few words vous déconfeillez la fignature aveclaFrance * * * * * Dans 


idle gible. 


cette méme lettre vous marquiez que le plein pouvoir qu’avoit M. Walpole 


étoit fufifant pour l’autorizer a figner. Dans une lettre du 2 d’O@&. vous 


reconnoiffez que les pouvoirs qu’avoit M. Walpole n’éftoient point fuffifants, 
Cette variation, ct le delay qui s’cft enfuivi d’envoyer un autre plein pouvoir, 
la conduite de M. Walpole dans cette effaire, l’affe€tation d’éviter dans ce 
nouveau plein pouvoir d’y mettre quoyque ce foit, qui puiffe paroitre 
avoir la moindre relation au traité en queflion, le defayeu qui femble étre 
intimé dans la lettre de M. Methuen du 167 d’Oét. de ce qu’on a limité 
dans l'article quatriéme du traité, la largeur des vaifleaux qui feront permis 
d’y faire commerce, le filence que l’on a affetté de garder dans toutes les 
dépéches qui me font venues depuis que je vous avois fait part de ma figna- 
ture avec l’abbé du Bo’s par ordre du roy, fur cette fignature. Tout cela 
enfemble, my lord, je vous avoue, me fait imaginer, que ce que j’ay fait icy 
eft tellement des approuvé, que l’on fe tient fur fes gardes pour ne pas faire 
une démarche, qui puiffe m’avouer; et que ce feraa moy feul 4 répondre de 
ce que j’ay fait par des ordres réiterés du roy, et fur des raifons 8 mon fens 
trés bien fondées, et trés foutepables contre touts ceux qui y voudront trou. 
ver a redire: ces foubgons ont fait une telle impreffion fur moy, que je vous 

avoue 
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avoue que j’en ay fait part au roy, et l’ay fupplié trés humblement, et trés in- Period IT. 
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ftamment de me permettre de refigner ma charge, et d’écrire 4a M. Methuen La aiaN 
pour mewenir relever; car je ne croyois pas qu’il convenoit au fervice du 1736, 


roy de refter dans une employ comme celuy que j’ay, fi j’avois fait 
quelque chofe, et cela par ordre du roy, que mes confreres dans le miniftére 
ne jugent point a propos d’approuver.* Sa majefté n’a pas jugé qu'il fat 
pour fon fervice de m’accorder pour le préfent la grace que je lui avois de- 
mandé avec inftance, mais il m’a permis de vous en écrire pour que le roy 
foit éclairci de ces doubtes. C’'eft ce que j’ay l’honneur de faire par celle cy, 
et je vous pric que votre reponfe vienne en Francois, 4 fin gue le roy life luy 
méme l’original de v6tre lettre. Je crois que cctte méme méthode fera tou- 
jours bonne pour l'avenir, a fin qu’il ne puiffe pas y avoir dans toutes les let. 
tres particuliéres, que nous nous écrirons, du mefentendu. 


THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Expreffes his diffatisfattion, and mentions the king’s refentment that the fignature 
of the treaty with France is delayed.—Cenfures his notions that parliament 
will not be induced to approve an interference in the northern affairs— 
Apologizes for his freedom. 

MY LORD, Gohre, November 11, 1736. 


MY giving your Lordfhip this trouble, is occafioned by Mr. Stanhope’s 
having fhewn inc a letter he has writ to you, by the king’s exprefs com- 
mand upon the fubjc€ of the French treaty, and the delays in the figning of 
it. Your Lordfhip may remember, that at the beginning of this negotiation 
with France, I was very much againft it, apprehending it was an artifice 
only of the French party in Holland to avoid the treaty with the emperor, 
and to low difunion among the allies. However, when I left England, J faw 
plainly the torrent was for carrying on the negotiation. I knew no more till 
I came hither of this affair, but what I had from the common news and re 
ports in the Low Countries; and therefore, upon the fame general notion, 
I writ my opinion to your Lordfhip in general, {till to the fame effcét, while 
I was at Aix. But upon my arrival ‘there, and Mr. fecretary Stanhope’s 
having acquainted me with the treaty itfelf, and every ftep that had been taken 
in it, I was entirely convinced that no negotiation had ever been managed 
with more pains and prudence, nor no treaty ever brought to a conclufion 
more glorious nor more advantageous to the king of England: efpecially, 
under 
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under the circumftances Europe is like to be in by. hate proceedings of the 
czar, the king of Pruffia; &c. which very probably may make France take a 
pretence, from thefe delays, to avoid fi figning at laft; and, what is worfe yet, is, 
that the occafions of this delay leave it in the power of France to fay it is 
not their fault. 

I am fincerely concerned at any thing that may be prejudicial to the king’ 8 
fervice, and particularly at any thing that happens, that may not rightly be 
underftood among thofe in his fervice, that always have, and always ought to 
a cordially together: and that is the fingle reafon why I fay any thing upon 
fo unpleafant a fubje&t. I muft therefore be fo plain as to tell you, that I 
never faw the king refent any thing fo much, as this affair, in which he 
thinks not only Mr. fecretary Stanhope but himfelf not well ufed; anc in- 
deed, I think it wants to be explained. 

I muft not omit too acquainting your Lordfhip, that the king is very much 
furprifed at the ftrange notion that jeems at prefent to prevail, as if the Par- 
hament was not to concern themfelves in any thing that happens in thefe parts 
of the world, which he looks upon not only as expofing him to all kinds of 
affronts, but even to ruin: and indeed this notion is nothing but the old Tory. 
one, that England can fubfift by itfelf, whatever becomes of the reft of Europe, 
which has been fo juftly exploded ever fince the revolution. 

I am very fenfible, that upon many accounts, it might have been more pru- 
dent in me, not to have mentioned thefe things; but the king’s fervice, and 
the fupporting of the right intereft, and the union of thofe in his fervice de- 
pend fo much upon thefe things being rightly underftood, that I could not 
have anfwcred it to myfelf, if I had not troubled you with this letter. You 
will take it, as I am fure it is fincerely meant by him, that is with the greateft 
truth and refpeét, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


(Nov. 11,1716.) THE enclofed is a copy of my letter to the king; my 
heart is fo full with the thoughts of having received this ufage from you, to 
whom I have always been fo faithful a friend, that you will excufe my not fay- 
ing any more at this time. I pray God forgive you; I do. 


P.S. Lord Sunderland will, I am perfuaded, excufe my not anfwering his 
letter. 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING.* Period It. 
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Fufiifios himself from the imputation laid to his charge of having purpofely panera 
delayed the fignature of the treaty with France.—Shews that he had ufed git i 
poffible diligence to expedite the full power for lord Cadogan and Mr. Wal. 
pole, and that he was not accefJary to the demur of Mr. Walpole wi declining 
to fign the treaty feparately without the Dutch. 


SIRE, Whitehall, cet TIswa2zme. Novembre, 1716. 


*EST avec une furprife et une douleur trés fenfible, gue j je receus hier la Harrington 
lettre que votre majeflé a bien voulu m’écrire le 1—12 de cé mois, com- ‘Townthend 
me auflien mémc tems une lettre de Monf. Stanhope écrite par ordre ex. Papers. 
prés de votre majefté, ‘ 
Je m’étois flaté que parmi pluficurs inconvenients que la franchife avec 
laquelle j’ay toujours agi m’auroit pd attirer, elle m’auroit pour le moins 
procuré cet avantage que de m’avoir garanti du foupcon d’éire jamais ca~ 
pable de me fervir de rufe et d’artifice pour cacher mes fenitiments réels, et 
pour éviter par des voyes indireétes, ce 4 quoi je n’ofois pas m'oppofer ou 
vertement; mais comme je me‘ trouve affez malheureux d’étre foupconné 
d’une parcille baffeffe, il me fert de quelque confolation que la preuve qu’on 
en 


4 


* The original Fnglith draught and the French tranflation of this difpatch, in the hand 
writing of Mr. Poyntz, are in the Townfhend's papers, the French letter in the hand writing of 
lord Townfhend, which was fent to the king, is among the papers of Charles Stanhope, ih the 
poffeffion of the earl of Harrington. I have printed it in both languages, as well for its ime - 
portance, as becaufe there is fome trifling difference in the draught. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 
May it pleafe your Majefty, ; Nov, riemz2z, 1716, 

IT is with the wtmoft furprife and concern that I received yefterday your majeity’s letter of 
the 1-12 inftant, together with one from Mr. fecretary Stanhope, written by your majefty’s 
exprefs command, 

Iwas in hopes the franknefs and opennefs of my temper, might among feveral inconves 
niencies, at leaft have had this one good effect with refpeét to myfelf, that I might thereby have 
been fecured againft the fufpicion of being likely to have recourfe at any time to artifice and 
evafion, in order to conceal -my reall fentiments, or to decline by indirect methods what I had 
not the courage openly to declare againft and oppofe. However, finee it has been my misfor- 
tune to fall under the fufpicion of Such aweaknels, it ig at leait fome comfort to me, that the 

VOke ll, PART Il. 8 inftance 


go 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Period Il, en veut.donner a votre majeRé eft de telle nature, que lé fimple récit des. 
to . 
ict *72°* fits fuffira pour la convaincre que je fuis eptiérement innocent du crime 


1716. 


qu’on veut m’imputer. Vdtre majefté me fera la juftice de fe fouvenir que 
depuis le premier jour que le régent a donné quelque preuve de la droiture 
de fes intentions 4 ’égard de cette alliance, en envoyant l’abbé du Bois a la 
Haye, j’ay toujours été parmi les plus zélés & pouffer et A avancer le traité 
dont il {’agit, et cela méme dans un temps ow j’avois quelque fujet de douter 
fi votre majefté étoit entiérement convaincile des raifons qui me portoient 
a croite qu’une telle alliance feroit avantageufe a {es Royaumes. 
- Aprés que l’article de Mardyke fut renvoyé icy les ingénieurs Anglois,. 
le miniftre de France, les feigneurs du confeil, et fon altefle royalle méme me 
rendront la juftice de temoigner avec combien d’ardeur et d’affiduité Monf. 
Methuen et moi avons trayaillé pour améner cette affaire A une prompte et 
une heureufe conclufion. Depuis ce tems la j’ai contre figné moi méme les 
deux ordres de fon alteffe royalle 8 my lord chancellier pour afficher le grand 
{ceau au pleinpouvoir de my lord Cadogan pour l’authorifer a figner ce traité 
ou conjointement avec les Hollandois ou féparément; et jrofe dire avec 
toute la foumiffion poffible qu’ aprés tout ce qui s’eft paflé dans cette négo~ 
tiation je ne m’attendois pas que perfonne au monde m’eut jamais dé accufer 
de manque d’empreffement a voir achever ce traité. 

J’avoue 


inftance given, is fuch, that your majefty upon a fair reprefentation of what has paffed, mutt be 
convinced from the faéts themfelves, that I am entirely innocent of the crime infinuated againft 
me. 

Your majefty will do me the juflice to remember, that ever fince the regent firft gave reafon 
to helieve he was fincere in defiring this alliance, by his fending the abbot du Bois to the Hague, 
I have all along been one of the forwardeft in prefling and folliciting the advancement of this 
treaty, even at a time when I had fome grounds to doubt, whether your majefty entered with 
equall convidtion into the reafons which induced me to reprefent this alliance as moft advan- 
tageous for your kingdoms. 

As foon as the article of Mardyk was referr’d hither, the Britifh engineers, the minifter of 
France, the committee of councill, and his royall highnefs the prince himfelf, will all witnefs 
with what earneftnefs and application Mr. Methuen and I laboured to bring this point to a 
happy and f{peedy conclufion. I have fince counterfigned two warrants from his royall highnefs 
to my lord chancellour, for caufing the great feal to be appended to lord Cadogan’s full powers, 
by which he is authorifed to fign this treaty, either jointly with the Dutch or feparately ; and 
I beg leave to fay, with all fubmiffion, that after all that has paffed on this occafion, I never ex- 
pected to be accufed of want of zeal for the perfecting this treaty. I own, that I was under 

an 
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J’avoue que je me fuis trompé en croiant que le pleinpouvoir de Monf. Period TL. 
Walpole étoit fuffifant pour l’authorifer 4 figner avec les Francois feparé. es 
ment, rhais auffit6t que je m’apperceus de mon erreur fans attendre les ins 1916, 
ftru€tions ultérieures de votre majefté a cet égard, j’obtins un ordre de fon 
alteffe royalle pour faire dreffer un nouveau pleinpouvoir pour + may lord 
Cadogan et Monf. Walpole. Je contre fignai cet- ordre du pleinpouvoir 
avec toute la diligence qu’il m’étoit poffible, la cour étant alors 4 Hampton 
Court, et plufieurs des feigneurs étant 4 la campagne. 

I} eft vray que ce pleinpouvoir a été concu en des termes généraux, ren- 
fermants tous les cas particuliérs, et étant par 14 (comme ou croyoit icy) mieux 
atcordé 4 toutes les circonftances et événements imprevds qui pouvoient 
naitre. Il eft auffi vrai que des pleinpouvoirs d’une pareille forme ont été 
accordés, et s’accordant tous les jours & tous les pleinpouvoirs que vétre: ma~ 
jefté envoye, ou que fes prédeceffeurs ont envoyé, en quelque cour que ce 

‘foit, fans qu’il y foit fait la moindre mention d’aucun traité particulier a faire, 
neant moins quand il a été queftion de figner quelque traité particulier on 
n’a jamais fait aucune objeftion contre ces pleinpouvoirs comme étant con¢ds 
‘en termes trop généraux. Monf. Methuen luy méme fit le traité avec le 
roy de Portugall en vertu d’un pleinpouvoir de cette éfpece, et pluficurs au- 
tres ont faite de méme fans qu'on leur ait jamais fufcité )’obje€tion faite par 
Pabbé du Bois a cette occafion, et il eft far que vétre majefté pourroit 
par un feul aéte conftituer la méme perfonne pour négocier avec tous les 

princes 


an errour in thinking Mr. Walpole's firft full powers were fv ficient to authorife him to fign with 
France feparately ; but as foon as ever I was ‘fenfible of this miftake, without expeéting your 
majefty’s particular commands, J immediately obtained a warrant’ from his ruyal highnefs for 
a new full power to lord Cadogan and Mr. Walpole jointly, which warrant [ counterfigned, 
and gott the full powers pafled through the feveral forms, and difpatched to Holland with as 
much expedition, as was at that time poffible; the court being at Hampton Court, and moft of 
the lords out of town. ; 

This full power was, it is true, conceived in generall terms, including all particulars, and 
confequently (as we thought here) the better fitted to fuit all unforefeen circumftances that 
might arife. And it is no lefs true, that full powers in the fame generall form have ever been, 
and are daily given to all the plenipotentiarys, whom your majefty or your predeceffors have 
fent into foreign courts. Mr. Methuen himfelf, concluded the treaty of Portugal, in virtue of 
fuch a full power, and feveral others Kave done the like, without any one’s making the ob- 
jeftion now flarted by the abbé du Bois; and it is certain, that your majefty might, by one 
fingle ful! power, auhonte one and the fame perfon to negociate with all the princes in Europe. 
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princes en Europe. Les lettres de my lord Cadogan montrent, qu’il eft de 
ce fentiment, comme il paroit par les paroles fuivantes dans fa lettre 2 moi du 
17me. de ce mois N.S. (Dimanche au foir le 15me. de ce mois j@ regus 
par le meflager nommé Smith Vhonneur de vétre lettre du 2g d'O&obre 
N.S. avec les nouveaux pleinpouvoirs, ct prens la liberté de vous dire, que 
je fuis dunéme fentiment que vous, que ceux que j’avois auparavant étoient 
fufifans) monfieur d’Ibberville en eft perfuadé 4 un tel point, que lors 
que monf. Methuen luy expofoit l’objeétion de l’abbé, il dit: que l’abbé 
n’étoit qu’ unnovice dans ces affaires et que fon objettion n’avoit pas la 
moindre force. Mais pour faire voir a votre majefté que je n’avois aucun 
deffein d’apporter du délai 4 la fignature de ce traité avantageux, et que je 
n’ay jamais fongé, en cxpédiant en termes généraux le premier pleinpouvoir, 
de me fervir de cet artifice pour éviter de donner aucun ordre figné de ma 
main pour authorifer my lord Cadogan 4 figner avec la France {éparément 
fans les Hollandois, dés le moment que my lord Cadogan me fit {cavoirl’ob- 
jeftion de Pabbé fans attendre le commandement exprés de vétre majefté, 
j’obtins un ordre de fon alteffe royalle (copie du quel je prens la liberté d’en- 
voyer 4 vdtre. majefté) que je contre fignai de ma main propre, ‘pour faire. 
dreffer un fecond pleinpouvoir felon la forme pré{crite par l’abbé, et comme 
Ja cour fe trouvoit alors en ville je le fis expédier en telle diligence, que quoi- 
que la lettre de my lord Cadogan ne me fit rendue que le 29 d’O@obre au 
matin, le meflager partit la nuit du dit jour 4 douze heures, avec le plein- 
pouvoir: et le vent n’€tant pas bon pour paffer en Hollande, je donnai un 
ordre au maitre des poftes de lui fournir un vaiffeau pour aller 4 Calais en 


toute 


My lord Cadogan’s letters to me, thew him to be of this opinion; and M.d’Iberville is fo much 


_ of the fame fentiment, that when Mr. Methuen ftated the abbé’s difficulty to him, he faid the 


abbé was but a novice in this fort of bufinefs; and that there was not the leaft weight in this 
objection. 

But to convince your imajely, that I had no intention to delay this great affair, and that ic 
never was in my thought: to make ufe of any artifice to avoid having my hand appear to the 
orders for my lord Cadogan’s figning this treaty feparately without the Dutch, the very moment 
that I received notice from him of the Abbé’s objection, I obtained a warrant from his royall 
highnefs (and counterfigned it myfelf, a copy of which, I take the liberty to inclofe to your 
majefty) for paffing a fecond full power to lord Cadogan in the form. prefcribed by the abbe ; 
and the court being then returned to town, I gott it difpatched with fo much expedition, that 
tho’ lord Cadogan’s letter was not received till the 29th of OAober in the morning, the meffenger 
fett out with it the fame night at 1a o’clock, with orders to the poftmatter to furnith him with a 
boat exprefs to Calais, the winds being then contrary for failing to Holland. The difpatching 

thefe 
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toute diligence. J ’efpére que l'expédition de ce pleinpouvoir en des termes fi 
précis, et avec tant de diligence avant que j’eufle cu honneur de recevoir 
les ordrés de votre majefté, la convaincra de la droiture de mes intentions et 
combien j’ay été cloigné des deffins qu’on vent m’imputer, 

Je ne fuis pas moins furpris que faché d’apprendre que nonobftant lexpé~ 
dition de ce pleinpouvoir Vabbé perfille 4 former de nouveaux prétéxtes de 
délay, alléguant que ce pleinpouvoir auroit da étre contrefigné de ma main; 
il eft vray que les prémiers pleinpouvoirs que j’ay envoyé a my lord Cadogan 
furent contrefignez par moi, ce qui eft arrivé parce que, je me fuis trouvé 
alors 4 Hampton Court ou je ne pouvois avoir recours aux livres des bureaux : 
mais ayant vd par les objections de l’abbé 4 ces pouvoirs combien il étoit dé 
licat et fcrupuleux dans les chofes de cette efpéce j’ay crfi qu’il étoit de mon 
devoir de prendre foin, que toutes les formalitez requifes fuflent obfervées dans 
les derniers pouvoirs, qu’on a cnvoyé, ct ayant pour cet effet examiné les ré- 
giflresde la fecretairie et ayant fait faire un extrait de la fignature des plein- 
pouvoir (dont je prens la liberté d'envoyer copie & votre majefté) i} paroit 
que les fecretaires d’état n’ont pas accoutumé de contrefigner ces pleinpou- 
voirs, les ordres cependant en vertu defqucls le grand fceau a été affiché aux 
pleinpouvoirs ont été (comme j’ay déja eu Vhonneur de dire A votre majefté) 
contrefignés de moy, felon qu’fl fe pratique icy en des parcilles occafions. 
Les feigneurs du confeil ayant 10 la lettre de my lord Cadogan ont été d'opi- 

nion 
thefe full powers, with fo much diligence, and in fuch explicit terms, before I had the honour te 
receive your majefty’s commands, will, I hope, convince your majefty of the fairnefs of my in- 
tentions, and how far I was from having the defign with which I am charged. 

I am equally furprifed and concerned to find, that notwithftanding the arrival of thefe powers, 
the abbé ftil] perfifts to form new pretences of delay; alledging now, that thefe fall powers 
ought to have been counterfigned by me. The warrants by virtue of which the great feal waz 
appended to both the powers were (as I have already had the honour to acquaint your majefty) 
counterfigned by me, according to what is ufually practifed here, in the like cafes; but having 
examined the regifters of the office, and caufed an extra& to be made of the manner of figning 
the full powers for almoft an age back (a copy of which extract, I have fent to lord Cadogan) 

it appears, that it is not the cuftom for fecretarys of fate to counterfign inflruments of that 
nature. And the lords of the committee, having read my lord Cadogan’s letter, were of opi- 
nion, that it was not convenient in the prefent cafe to recede from the ufual practice on the 
like occafions, leaft a handle fhould be taken from thence to invalidate all that was tranfmitted 
by the Englith minifters at the treaties of Utrecht, of Rifwick, of Nimegaen, and higher 
up, at ali which negociations, the minifters of France and other courts figned with ours, 


upon 
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Period 1. nion qu’il ne falloit pas s*écarter de l’afage ordinairc, mais comme I*abbé a 
17 edapekar, temoigné 4 my lord Cadogan de vouloir fé contenter d’une declaration fous ma 


; 1716. 


Stanhope 


Papers. 


main portant que cette contre fignature n’eft pas effeittielle, je luy en‘ expédiai 
une hier en toute diligence. é 

Pour ce qui regarde le refus de monf. Walpole d’affifter 4 la fignature de 
ce traité (ce qui a contribué 4 porter monf. Stanhope & l’ombrage 4 mon 
égard) je puis affurer vétre majefté que loin de luy avoir infpiré ce fenti- 
ment lors qu’il m’écrivoit pour luy obtenir la permiffion de fon alteffe royalle 
de revenir en Angleterre, je luy envoyai un refus pofitif, et je luy confeillai 
de ne fe pas laiffer porter par fes fentimens particuliérs 4 défobéir aux ordres 
de votre majcfté. Ayant de cette maniére expofé a vétre majefté la verité 
des faits fans aucun déguifement; il ne me refte que dé luy demander pardon 
trés humblement avec la plus profonde foumiffion et attachement Ie plus 
inviolable, 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
Expreffes his furprife and regret at incurring blame for his condutt.— Fuflifies 
himfelf.— Denies that he gave any promife to the king in regard to the pay- 
ment of the German troops.—States the anconveniences, fhould parliament 
meet later than the end of Fanuary. 
DEAR SIR, London, Nov. 19——22, (716, 


T my return from the country, lord Townfhend communicated to me the 
- contents of both your letters, which fo nearly concern me, as every 
thing muft needs do, that gives me reafor to believe I futfer in his majeftie’s 
good opinion. There can be no greater misfortune, than to incur blame and 


npon the credit of full powers, not counterfigned by any of our fecretarys of ftate. But as the 
abbé du Bois fignified to lord Cadogan, that he should be contented with a declaration on this 
head, I fent my lord Cadogah fuch a declaration laft night by an exprefs. 

As for Mr. Walpole’s declining to affift at the figning this treaty (which I perceive has 
helped to miflead Mr. Stanhope into thefe undeferved fufpicions of me) ia what I was fo far 
from being acceffary to, that upon his applying to the prince by me for leave of abfence, I fent 
him a pofitive refufal, and advifed him to lett no private reafons of his own interfere with your 
majefty’s exprefs commands, 

Having thus laid the reall facts before your majefty, without any colouring or difguife, I 
have nothing more to add, but moft humbly to beg pardon for the tedioufnefs of this relation, 
and to affure your majefty, that 1 am with the utmoft fubmiffion and duty, &c. 

, difpleafure 
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difpleafure for thofe very things, which a man thinks he has deferv'd well i in; Period IL. 


but this feems to be the fate of thofe who have the honour to.ferve at a dif- 

tance. As to the bufineffe of St. Chriftopher’s, Iam fure I have done no- 
thing in it yett, wherein ’tis poffible for me to offend; and I have already 
_ wrote to you my fentiments fo fully, that I can fay no more upon it, unleffe in 
a conference which count Bothmar has défired with me on Tuefday nforning, 
fomething fhall occur that I may think proper to give you an account of; and 
I muft beg leave to defer entering into any particulars relating to the payment 
of the troops of Saxe Gotha and Munftcr, till after that time, becaufe I am 
fure count Bothmar dares not deny to me, but that I have thew'da more than 
ordinary readinefs to facilitate that matter; and this I am confident I fhall be 
able to.tell you, he has confefs’d to me. 1 muft only add one thing, that I 
am.at a loffe what to fay, when I am told, I promifed the king a method fhould 
be found out to pay this money. I do not prefume to enter into this difpute, 


but I hope I fhall be thought more excufable, when I proteft before God, » 


that I cannot recolleét, that ever the king mention’d one fyllable of this to me, 
or I to him; but my memory muit fail me, when his majefty fays the 
contrary. 

By your letter to lord Townfhend, received this day, I underftand ’tis his 
majefty’s pleafure that the parliament fhould not meet before the eighth of 
January. I think it my duty to fuggeft to you, that ’tis to be remember'd, 
that the parliament left laft year above fix hundred thoufand pounds of the 
fupply unrais’d; notwithftanding which, it has been fo order’d, that we thall 
be able to fubfift the forces till the latter end of January, by throwing the de~ 
ficiency upon fuch parts of the fervice as were beft able to bear it, but this not 
without great inconveniencies; and if his majefty fhould have any thoughts 
of a further prorogation, I beg this may be confider’d, and we inay timely 
know, what is to be expeéted, that all poffible care be taken; tho’ I am fen~ 
fible, it muff be done with the greateft difficulty, if at all pra€ticable; and the 
methods we fhall be obliged to take, will in fome meafure, I fear, affeét our 
creditt, which at this time proves very unfortunate. I am, &c. 
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Period Il. HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD: TOWNSHEND. 
_ 4714101720. 
Len Mentions his arrival at the Hague.—His conference with the penfionary, and 


3 
17s his refolution to Jet off immediately for Hanover. 
MY LORD, Tuefday night, Nov. 17, 1714, 


Townfhend Aft ER a good deal of fatigue at fea, and croffing Macfland-fluys againft 
Papers: “"" wind and tyde, I arrived here this evening as foon asthe mail; and the 
next minute I waited upon the penfionary, who was extreamly pleafed with 
the-affurances I gave him from the prince of his royal highnefle’s affc€tion to 
this republick, and particular efteem for him the penfionary. As.a mark of it, 
I was order’d to communicate to him the intercepted letters of correfpond- 
ence between the Swedifh minifters; and I hinted to him the opinion of his 
royal highnefs, that we fhould keep well with the czar, and divert the king of 
Sweden from being able.to attempt any thing againft England, by giving him 
work enough at home. But if the States could think of any vigorous mea- 
fures to be taken in concert with England, for quieting the troubles in the 
north, I did not doubt but great attention would be given to them by his 
majefty and his royal highnefs. He told me he was forry to fay, that the 
fituation of their affairs is fuch’as not to permitt them to.a& with that refolu- 
tion and vigour as is often neceffary; and therefore he feem’d to Tike well 
enough his royal highneffes’s opinion in relation to the king of Sweden; but 
obferved to me,, that the defign of favouring the pretender by fome attempt 
upon Great Britain, was only at prefent a projeft of count Gullenbourgh, 
tranfafted between him and the jacobites, and not yet agreed to by Sweden; 
however, he own’d we ought to be upon our guard. He told me the States of 
Holland are to meet to morrow, and that it-depends upon Leyden and Rotter- 
dam’s fentiments in relation to their tarif of fixty-four, whether they fhall 
agree to fign the treaty with France. The penfionary himfelfe feem’d to 
think thofe towns in the wrong to infif! upon a point which Amfterdam has 
waved; but he could nott yett tell me what the refult would be ; moft of the 
reft of the provinces are wel difpofed; if that of Holland would come toa 
good refolution. 

It is paft g o’clock, but I am refolved to continue my journey this night 
for Hannover, in company of a meffenger lord Cadogan fends thither, about 
the difficulty made by the abbé du Bois againft figning the treaty with him, 
i am with the greateft refpe and affeftion, &c. 


' HORACE 
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Period H. 
HORACE: WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 671401720. 
: : ; 20. eaaatin dilimamendd 
Announces his arrival.—And furprife at the flate of things. 1716+. 


MY LORD, . Gore, Nov, 23, 1716. 

HIS is only to acquaint your lordfhip, that I arrived here yelterday noon; Townfhend 
and found that orders have been feht to England to prorogue the parlia- Hanents 
ment to the 8th of January, O. S. and I don’t believe that it will then mect to doe 
bufinefs, becaufe the king will {carcely be in England, by what I can learn, by 
that time, and there are fome that doc not think it prudent that any bufinefs 
fhould be done before his maj&fty’s arrival; but we fhall foon know with 
more certainty what will be refolved upon in relation to this matter, as foon as 
his majefty is come to Hanover, which will be on Monday next. I doe not 
think it proper to fend your lordfhip by letter an account of what has paffed 
in difcourfe between Mr. ‘Stanhope andme. Your lordfhip will have, before 
this tmme, as much to your own furprife as mine, reccived a letter from 
the king, as well as from Mr. Secretary, rclating to what has been tranfatted 
about the full powers for the particular figning with France. I fhall expcét to 
fec what anfwer your lordfhip will give to thefe letters before I fett out for 
England; and I fhall, in the mean time, learn what we are like to expeét from 
the refolutions there as well in regard to the carrying on of the public bufinefs, 
as to the minifters, and management that is to be ufed in thofe matters. It is 
impoffible for me in a letter to fay any more, but that I am with the moft ftcd- 
faft adherence and aifeclion, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Arrives at the Hague much indifpofed, but is anxtous to continue his journey to 
England, for the purpofe of executing /peedily the commiffion with which he - 
is charged, to reconcile lord Townfhend and him, in which he trufls he fhait 
fucceed. 


DEAR 95!R, Hagne, December 8, 17164 
Arrived here laft night in a very indifferent condition; for my chaife break~ Harrington 
ing two pofts from Hanover, I got into a light open waggon, and by  Paperse 
that means was expofed to fuch violent ftorms of wind, hail, and rain, that 
after the firft night, I contra&ed extream pains in all my joynts on my Icfi 
fide, fo that it was impoffible for me to ride on horfeback. However, without 
taking any réeft, I continued my journey hither; that I may loofe no time in my 
VOL. il. PART 11, T way 
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Period I], way to England, in order to execute a commiffion that I think of the utmoft 
1714102720. © ),/equence to the publick affairs; and which my own particular concern, as 


41716, 


w.:ll as his majefty’s fervice, will engage mc to ule my utmoft fkill to cbring to 
a good iffue. The wind continues dire€tly contrary for England, fo that. 
Hutchins, the meffenger, is detained at Helvetfluys; but I difpatched 
Collins yefterday by way of Calais, and wrote by him a letter to my brother 
Walpole, with notice of my being in the way for England; and intimated to 
him the purport of my errand; fo that things may reft there on the foot they 
are untill my arrivall. 

In the mean time, I muft earneftly entreat you to diveft yourfelfe of all 
manner of fufpicion of lord Townfhend’s having ever had the leaft defign to 
doe any thing to difoblige you, or contrary ‘to that tye of friendfhip and con- 
fidence in which you lived fo long and happily together. I think myfelf au- 
thorifed to fay this, becaufe I’m fenfible the difficulty I made in relation to 
the particular figning with France, was one of the cheifeft grounds of your 
jealoufy; and I proteft before God, that what I did, came purely from my- 
felfe; and my lord ‘Townfhend earneftly exhorted me to the contrary. I 
fhall add nothing elfe on that fubje@t, becaufe I think all expoftulations and 
eclairciffements muft be laid afide; and we muft, as you told me, look for- 
ward; in which you may depend upon my offices to put the king’s friends 
and fervants upon the fame foot of harmony and union with which they have 
aéted fo fuccefsfully. And I cannot forbear to flatter myfelf with fome hopes of 
fuccefs; and if I can compafs this point, I fhall think I have done my king 
and country fome fervice. 

I muft take notice to you, that the Eaft India Company having occafion 
for a quantity of money from hence, defired a yatcht might be fent over for 
that purpofe; and the admiralty was pleafed’to favour my brother Gall : with 
that commiffion, who is arrived here; but as things of that nature are never 
fpecifyed in the ordcrs, the expe€tation of my returning about this time from 
Hanover, and the carrying me into England, is the fubftance of his orders. 
I have acquainted him, that the yachts are fent for; fo that he has gone on 
board to make ule of the firft wind to get over, in order to be made fitt, and 
return for his majefty’s fervice with the reft of the yachts; and if the wind 


_fhould continue contrary two or three days, I hope to be in a condition ta 


goe with him. But the phyfician, who has been with me, fince I began ta 
write this letter, is very apprehenfive of a rumatifm, and tells me, I “mult 
not ftir out yet; but as 1 am much mended fince laft night, 1 hope by to~ 

morrow 
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morrow morning I fhall be much better, after having taken fomething. Period II. 


I am, with the greateft fincerity and refpe& imaginable, dear fir, &c. 
My refpeats to lord Sunderland, and pardon this {crawl, which I write with 
great pain. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Informs him that the king has been pleafed to reward his fervices by appointing 
him lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
MY LORD, Hanover, Dec. 15, 1716, 
HE enclofed copy of my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen, * will inform 
your lordfhip of the great regard which his majefty has thought fitt, upon 
this occafiun, to exprefs for your eminent fervices; which, as they have very 
jultly intitled your lordfhip to the greateft employment a king of England has 
to give, fo I am perfuaded the fervices you will do his majefty in this ftation, 
will be no tefs advantageous to the publick, and will, if poffible, increafe 
your lordfhip’s own reputation. That it may be fo, is moft fincerely wifhed 
by, &c. 


‘SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Informs him of lord Townfhend’s removal, and juftifies his own condufl om the 
occaftion.— King very uneafy of late, and highly difpleafed with lord Town- 
JShend.—Plan for a new minifiry, if lord Townfhend fhould refufe the lord 
lieutenancy, and Walpole refign. 
DEAR SIR, . Hanover, Dec. $5, 1736. 
OU will fee by my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen, of which I fend 
you enclofed a copy, the alteration which his majefty hath judged ne 
ceffary for his fervice to be made in the miniftry. If 1 could poffibly 
have an hours difcourfe wih you, I am fure I fhould make you fenfible, 
that the part I have had in the laft ftephath been for my lord Townfhend’s 
fervice. Every circumflance confidered, I do in my confcicnce believe, 
this was the only meafure which could-fecure the continuance of a whigg ad 
miniftration with any eafe to the king. His majefty hath been more uneafy 
-of late, than I care to fay; and I muft own, I think he has reafon, even tho’ I 


* The difpatch to fecretary Methuen, which announced the removal of ford Townbhend, 
and his appointment to att as the fecretary of fate in England, is mifling. 


Te : don’t 


1714101720, 
ae an dimmed 


1716, 


Harringtom 
Papers. 


Harringtoy 
Papers. 


140 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IT. don’t pretend to know fo much of the matter as the king does; his majefty 


1914101720, 
Ce recciving many advices, which come neither through my hands nor my lord 
1716, Sunderland’s. But I cannot help obferving to you, that he is jealous of cer- 


tain intimacys with the two brothers. I hope his majefty’s prefence in Eng- 
land, and the behaviour of our friegds in the cabinct, will remove thefe jea- 
loufyes. No one man can contribute more to this than yourfelf; and I muft 
tell you, that my lord Sunderland, as well as myfelf, have aflured the king 
that you will do fo. You know that ill offices had been done you here, which 
might have made fome impreffion, if my lord Sunderland and I had not in 
good carneft endeavoured to prevent it. 

You will, I am perfuaded, believe that our endeavours were fincere, when 
I fhall have told you with the franknefs 1 am going to do, what our fcheme 
is here for the miniftry. In cafe my lord Townthend accepts of Ireland, 
which for a thoufand reafons, he ought to do, the cabinet council will re. 
main juft as it was, with the addition of the duke of Kingfton as privy feal. 
Mr. Methuen and I fhall continue fecretaryes. But if my lord Townfhend 
fhall decline Ireland; and if, which by fome has becn fuggefted, but which 
1 cannot think poffible, he fhould prevail upon you to offer to quit your em- 
ployments, the king in this cafe, hath engaged my lord Sunderland and my felf 
to promife, that his lordfhip will be fecretary; and that I, unable and un- 
equal as I am every way, fhould be chancellour of the exchequer for this 
{effions ; the king declaring, that as long as he can find whiggs that will ferve 


_ him, he will be ferved by them. Which good difpofition his majefty fhall 


not have reafon to alter, by any backwardnefs in me to expofe myfelf to any 
trouble or hazard. You know as much of our plan now, as I do, and are, I dare 
fay, fully fatisfied, that I think it highly concerns me, that you fhould flay 
where you are. I am very forry that my lord Townfhend’s temper hath 
made it impraéticable for him to continue fecretary. The king will not bear 
him in that office, be the confequence what it will. This being the cafe, I 
hope and defire that you will endeavour to reconcile him to Ireland, which I 
once thought he did not diflike; and which, I think, he capnot naw refufe, 
without declaring to the world, that he will ferve upon no other terms, than 
being viceroy over father, fon, and their three kingdoms. Is the whigg 
intereft to be ftaked in defence of fuch a pretenfion? or is the difference to’ 
the whigg party; whither lord Townthend be fecretary or lord lieutenant of 
Jreland tanti? I hope this letter will convince you of the confidence in which 
I defire we may live and a€ts and am ever with great truth, &c. 
The 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. tat 


The prefent difpatch leaves, you fer, a commiffioners place vacant at your Period IT. 

é a ; . : 1714017204 

board, touching the filling up which, I fhould be glad to have your fentiments 24) 

as foon as may be. I believe the king will leave Hanover as foon as he has ad- 1716, 

vice, that the yatchts are in Holland. Judging that it may be very much for my 

lord Townfhend’s fervice and for yours, that you fhould reccive this letter as 

foon as may be, I fend it by your fricnd Brercton, who is a very fenfible 

young man, and I have ordered him to manage it fo, that this letter be deli. 

vered to you four and twenty hours, belore the meflenger who goes along 

with him, deliver my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen,,.that you may have 

fo much time to reafon with my lord Townfhend. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Sends a copy of the difpaich to fecretary Methuen, before it is delivered.— 
Hopes that lord Townfhend will accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, 
DEAR SIR, . Hanover, Decemver 15, 1916-17, 
[AVING received the king’s command to fend a difpatch to Mr. fe- Harringtom 
cretary Methuen, of which you have enclofed a copy, I have thought Papers, 
the beft fervice I can do to my lord Townfhend and to yourfelf, is to give 
you as carly notice of it as poffible ; and for this purpofe have fent Mr. Brere~ 
ton with thefe few lines, which he will take care to deliver to you before my 
public difpatch can be delivered to the fecretary; I think it is of the utmoft 
confequence for the king’s fervice, for the intereft of the whigg caufe, for that 
of my lord Townfhend, and yours, that my lord Townfhend fhould acquicfce 
in this difpofition of the king’s, wherein fo much regard is fhewn to his lord- 
fhip, that I hope he will do it with a good grace. I am fure you cannot at 
this time fo much conduce to the public good as by difpofing his lordfhip to 
a temper fuitable to this occafion, and am therefore perfuaded your ci- 
deavours will not be wanting. That you may fuccecd, is the hearty 
wilh of, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
SIR, Whitelisi, December 11-22, 17166 


Take your’s of the 15th in the fame fenfe I am perfuaded you meant it; Stanhope, 
-and though I have not fo much vanity as to imagine my fervices have ever Bathe 
deferved the fine things you are pleafed to fay of them, yet I muft confefs, ‘Townthend 
ull I received this Jaft letter from you, I was weak enough to think your Bee 


partiality 
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more confirmed in this idle notion from the report Horace made me of what 

1716, paffed between him and you on this fubje&t. The inclofed is a letter to the 
king, which I beg you would deliver to his majefty. 
I am, with great refpeé, fir, your moft obedient humble fervant. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. * 
Receives his difmiffion.—And declines accepting the lord liewtenancy of Ireland. 


SIRE, December 11—-22, 1716, 


‘Townthend M aed receu avec la déférence et la foumiffion la plus parfaite les ordres de 
icin vétre majefté intimés par Monfieur le fecretaire Methuen, par les quels 
Papers. je me trouve demis de la charge de fecretaire d’etat. 

Je demande tres humblement la permiffion de faire fouvenir vétre majefté 
de ce que j’eus l’honneur de luy dire quand elle me fit !’honneur de me 
donner cet emploi, que je me ferois eftimé trop hereux fi j’y avois pf ap- 
porter autant de capacité comme j’avois toujours [enti de zéle et de paffion 
pour fon fervice; auquel cas je fuis feur que votre majefté auroit eu tout 
lieu d’étre contente de mes fervices. Je puis dire avec beaucoup de verité 

» que le defire de temoigner Ja reconnoifance que j’avois du choix que votre 
majefté avoit bien voulu fatre de moi pour cet emploi, a eté le feul motif ca- 
pable de me foutenir jufqu’ igi fous les fatigues dant je l’ai trouvé chargé. 

Je fuis trés fenfible 4 ’honneur que votre majefté m’a faite en daignant de 
me nommer pour fon lieutenant d’Irlande. Mais comme mes affaires do- 
meitiques ne me permettent pas d’etablir mon fejour hors d’Angleterre, et 
que je m’éftimerois tout a fait indigne du choix que votre majefté a bien 
voulu faire fijétois capable de jouir des gros appointements de cet honorable 
emploi fans me mettre en état de les meriter en faifant les funétions requifes, 
j’efpére que vdure majefté aura Ja bonté de m’en excufer, et qu’elle m’ac- 
cordera ja permiffion de vaquer aux affaires particuliéres de ma famille, que 
jay negligeés un peu trop. 

Au refte j’ofe afleurer votre majefté, que quelque part que js. me trouve, 
elle peut compter fur un fujet fidele et reconnoifant, affidu 4 avancer le fer- 
vice de votre majefté du mieux de fon pouvoir, ayant I’honneur d’étre avec le 
zéle et l’attachement le plus inviolable. Sire, de votre majefté, le trés humble 
trés obeiffant et trés fidele fujet et ferviteur. 


- * The original Englith draught of" this letter, is printed in the Memoirs, chapter 15. 
SECRETARY 
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SECRETARY METHUEN TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Complaivs of ihe extreme difagreeablene/s of his fituation.—Requefts permiffion 
to refign his office of fecretary of flate—and expreffes his willingne/s to cona 
tinue in the treafury, as long us Walpole is firft lord commiffoner. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Dec. 12—-23, 1916. 

Return you my hearty thanks for your favour of the 3d inftant, which 

I received by Horace Walpole, and am extreamly glad to find that I had 
not had the misfortune to difpleafe his majefty, or to fuffer in your good 
opinion, I fhould have been very much concerned at cither of them, con- 
fidering the life I have lead fince the king’s departure, and all I have borne, 
which I can affure you is hardly to be expreffed. I write this to you at four 
in the morning, and have been now eleven hours at my office, fo that I am almoft 
dead; and muft beg of you to interceed with the king, not to take what I have 
written to you in my other letter amifs, for I am not able to endure the fatigue 
of this employment, and would, if it were put to my choice, rather be a flave 
in the gallies. I am quite tired with the wickednefs and impertinence of 
mankind, and beg you would pitch on fome other collegue, for I wifh I may 
be able to hold out till you come. Ifthe king is pleafed to Ict me remain in 
the treafury as long as it ftands as it docs now, I fhall be extremely fatisfied; 
if not, I fhall be well enough pleafed, for I really want a little reft and time 
to take care of my health and affairs. 1 heartily wifh you may find every 
thing to your fatisfa€tion here, bur am afraid you will not. Iam, with all 

poflible truth and refpeét, dear fir, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Expoftulates on his condudl.— Fuflifies lord Townfhend’s and his own conduft in 
regard to their behaviour to the prince of Wales.—Denies any fecret intelli= 
gence with the duke of Argyle and the earl of Ilay. 

DEAR SIR, Dec, r2—23, 17165 
OUR private letter to me, I have not let one mortal fee. I never read 
it, but fome parts gf it aftonifh me fo much, that I know not what to fay 
or think, What could prevail on you to enter into fuch a fcheme as this, 
and appear to be chief a€tor in it, and undertake to carry it thro’ in all events, 
without which it could not have been undertaken, is unaccountable, 1 do 
fwear, to you, that lord ‘Townfhend has no way'delerved it of you; and even 
after 
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after the letter that came with the king’s, I do proteft to you, he never treated 
your conduét in that matter, but as a miftake; which, when you were fenfible 
of, your friendfhip for him would eafily prevail upon you to retraét. Be- 
lieve me, Stanhope, he never thought you could enter into a combination 
with his enemies againft him. | 

I find you are all perfuaded, tht fcheme is fo adjufted, that it can mect 
with no objection from the whigs. Bclicve me, you will find the dircé con. 
trary true, with every unprejudiced whig of any confcquence or confidcra~ 
tion. I, perhaps, ain too nearly concerned in the confequences to gain any 
creditt with you. Hgpwever, I can’t help telling you, you don't know what 
you areadoing. *Tis very hard to treat my lord Townfhend in the manner 
you have done, but ‘tis more unjuft to load him with imputations to juftifie 
fuch ill treatment. Such fudden changes to old fworn friends, are feldom 
look’d upon in the world with a favourable eye. What is given out here 
and publifh’d, from letters from among you, in regard to the prince, I cannot 
but take notice of, and will ftake my all upon this fingle iffue, if one inflance 
can be given of our behaviour to the prince, but what was neceffary to carry 
on the king’s fervice; and we never had a thought, but with a juft and due 
regard to the king as our king and mafter; and as for any fecret intimacies or 
management undertaken with the two brothers, if there be the leaft handle, or 
one inftance can be given of it, call me for ever villain; if not, think as you 
pleafe of thole that fay or write this. 

1 will fay no more, but give ypu one piece of advice. Stop your hand 
till you come over, and can {ce and hear, how that you have already done, is 
refented here. I amvery fenfible in what a manner lord Townfhend’s refufall 
may be reprefented to the king. Think a little coolly, and confider how pof- 
fible it is for men in a paflion to do-things, which they may heartily wifh 
undone. I write this as an old acquaintance, that fill defires to live in as 
much friendfhip, as you will make it poffible or pra@ticable for me. And leit 
me once inore beg of you to recollc& yourfelf, and Jay afide that paffion, which 
feems to be fo predominant in all your atlions. I have heard old friends 
were to be valued like old gold. I never wifh’d any thing more fincerely 
than to bear that title, and to preferve it with you. 


ROBERT 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. AMS 


a Period H, 
ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE | apagtoa730, 
Reproashes him for his change of feniiments—Exculpates himfelf in regard to aro 


the payment of the German troops.—Declines attempting to perfuade lord 
Townfhend to accept the lord lieutenancy.—Denies that he carried on any 
intrigues with the duke of Argyle and lord Llay. 


Dec, 12-23, 1716, 


Have received the favour of yours of the gd inftant, N. S. by my bro- Harringtoa 

ther, and very foon after had what you fent by Mr. Brereton of the igth, PaPer*- 
What could poflibly create fo great an alteration among you in the {pace of 
twelve days is in vain to gucffe, and impoffible to determine. But I fuppofe 
I'am miftaken, when I think there was any change in the meafures, except in 
the time of execution. I think I have no commands at prefent from his ma- 
jefty to you, but in relation to the payment of the Saxe-Gotha and Munlter 
troops, which I hope will be no longer thought to ftand at my door: fince 
after all that has been faid about this affair, there are at this hour no powers 
from Saxe-Gotha to receive the mony; and as M. Hallangius tells me, his 
matter will give no powers but to him; and count Bothmar tells me this 
morning, what was agreed upon betwixt us to be fent from your fide of the 
water, in order to be laid before the cabinett councill, is come fo imperfe&, 
that ’tis not fitt to be produced. He has defired however, that fix or feven 
thoufand pounds may be paid upon account of the troops of Munfter, which 
fhall be laid before the cabinett councill at their firft meeting. 

When you defired me to prevail with my lord Townfhend to acquicfce in 

what is carv’d out for him, I cannot but fay you defired an impoffibility ; and 

*tis fitt you fhould know, that there is not one of the cabinet councill, with 
whom you and lord Sunderland have agreed in all things for fo many years, 
but think, that confidering all the circumftances and manner of doing this; no 
body could advife him to accept of the lieutenancy of Ireland; and that it 
eannot be fuppofed, that the authors of this fcheme either thought -he would, 
or defired he fhould. And believe me, when [ tell you, this matter is uni- 
verfally received here by all men of fenfe, and well wifhers to the king, in 
another manner than you could imagine, when you gave into the tmeafure. 
And be affured, that whoever fent over the accounts of any intrigues or pri- 
vate correfpondence betwixt us and the two * brothers, or any management 
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in the leaft tending to any viewor purpofe, but the fervicc, honour, and in- 


tercft of the king, I muft repeat it, be aflured, they will be found, pardon 
the expreffion, confounded liars, from the beginning to the end. 

Whilft we write at this diftance, and think fo widely different of all things 
tranfaGting, ‘tis labour loft to enlarge; fo that I will give you no further 
trouble till we meet, but to aflure you, that Iam very fincerely, dear fir, your 
moft faithful humble fervant. | 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Detained by contrary winds at the Brill_—Executed his commiffion to lord 

Townfhend with fuccefs and fatisfattion.—Warmly remonftrates, and bitterly 

_ reproaches him for his infidious condult.—Expreffes hopes, that he will yet 

att according to the diftates of honour and puftice.— Fuftifies lord Townfhend 
from the accufations urged againft him. 

SIR, London, December 12-—23, 1726, 
HE accident of my not being able to get over the Maes in the yacht, and 
_ the contrary winds which followed, detained me at the Brilk fo long, that I 


- did not arrive here till yefterday in the packet boat, when I had the good for- 


tune to execute his majefty’s commands, and what had been fettled between 


you and me, in fuch a manner, that I performed with the greateft pleafure ima-. 


ginable my errand. . The letters you wrote to my lord Townfhend and brother 
Walpole, and what I declared to them from the king, were received with foe 
much fatisfa€tion, that I could not fay] of having the fuccefs I promifed my 
felfe, and which you feem’d fo earneftly to defire.when I left you; and I had 
the agrecable profpeét of feeing that all paft mifunderftandings would be en- 
trely forgotten, and a happy union and harmony be once more re-eftablifhed 
between his majefty’s faithfull-and honeft fervants. 

But when Mr. Brereton’s difpatches, who arrived at. the fame time, were 
opened, it was irnpoflible to exprefs the confternation they occafioned; with 
which you muft needs, think I was in amore particular and extraordinary man- 
ner affefled. And I muft own, I am fo confounded, that I do not know well 
what to fayé,n I cannot think it neceflary to appeal to your memory and con- 
fcience for what.paffed between you and me, and to conlider upon what 
terms we parted; how earneftly you then withed I might fucceed in 
the negotiation I undertook; and that it was an exprefs agreement, that 
things fhould continue on the fame foot they then were, until you heard from 

me. 


repeat it 
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me. The meafures that have been purfued at Hanover, fince I came away, 
are foe contradi€tory to thefe engagements, that you may think of treating me 
as you pleafe; yet, I am willing to believe, that you have ftill foe much ho- 
nour, and fuch a regard for your own word, that you would have oppofed, at 
leaft not have willingly confented to thefe proceedings; and by what you 
told me, I thought your influence with his majefty might have enabled you 
to prevent this unaccountable turn being taken, untill you had heard from 
me the fuccefs of my journey. 

I fhall leave it to others, for whom you ftill ai fome value and eftcem, 
to expoftulate more largely with you about thefe matters; but I think I am 
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obliged to add, that when you have time and coolnefs enough to enquire into | 


the truth of them, you will with fhame and confufion be obliged to own, that 
you have been moft grofsly deceived and impofed upon in every particular 
relating to my lord Townfhend, as well as to what concerns yourfelfe, or the 
fervice of his majefty. Thofe that fee and converfe with his lordfhip every 
day, can give undeniable proofs of his lordfhip’s having entertained the fame 
affeGtion and friendfhip for you, fince your abfence, as he ever did when you 
lived and laboured here fo happily together. And as to his majefty’s in- 
tereft, not only the reft of the king’s fervants here, but all honeft and impartial 
men will convince you, that it never was promoted with greater fidelity and 
prudence than it has been within fome months laft paft; and that what has 
been by the malice of fome, and weaknefs of others, imputed to lord Town- 
fhend and the others, as a heinous crime, will, when calmly confidered, be 
found to have been the moft glorious and faithfulleft part of their adminiftra- 
tion, for the fervice of his majefty. 

I take this liberty with you, becaufe you talked in a very free, tho’ ina 
very miftaken manner to me on this fubje&; and I have fuch an opinion of 
you, that I don’t doubt, but when thefe things fhall be put in a true light be- 
fore your eyes, you will refign your good fenfe and calmer thoughts to the 
irrefiftible evidence of them. And if honefty, honour, and juftice can pre~ 
vail, as I am confident it will with you, I don’t defpair of feeing you once 
more live well with thofe from whom you feem at prefent to be feparated by 
an unaccountable prejudice, for want of being ducly informed of the true Rate 
of matters; and that this may be the cafe, is the fincere defire of, fir, your moft 
faithful and obedient fervant. 
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ae THE DUKE OF SOMERSET TO THE EARL OF ILAY, 

1716. -Reorces at the removal of Townfhend, which he hopes will be followed by the 
difmiffion of Sunderland and Stanhope.—Laments that the prince is commanded 
to appoint a groom of the fiole. 

MY LORD, Petworth, Dee. 13-24, 1716, 
foal [ Think lord Townfhend is very rightly kicked out from being our firft mi- 
apers, 


nifter and governour in Great Britain, into a fecond governour in Ire- 
Jand; and lord Sunderland, whoe hathe been falfe even to his beft friends, 
will now fall unpityed. Stanhope hathe noe intereft in the nation; hee is to 
make friends, when hee is made a lord; for that part of the {cheem one may 
dive into, that hee is noe more to expofe himfelf to the contempt of the houfe 
of commons. I Jong to know the parts which Lord Cowper, and my friend 
Parker will a&t in this jumble; for if they are not lett more into in the fecretts, 
than hitherto they have been, or at leaft as they fay, they have not been; 
neither the duke of Grafton, duke of Kingfton, duke of Roxburgh, nor lord 
Potwarth’s intereft in parliament will bee any help, efpecially if Walpole doe 
either Jay down or become filent, or one would think there is a great deal 
more ftill to bee done; or they had better not have done foe much, tho’ 


am in high delight with what thefe things will produce, good for us all at 


haft. 

~ Yet what diftra€ts my thoughts, are the king’s orders to the prince to give 
away the duke of Argyle’s regiment and groom of ftole. The firft is in the 
king to doe as hee’pleafes, and the other as much in his royal highnefs; this. is. 
very hard to be aéted by the prince. ‘Will it hurt the prince to let his father 
know, that he takes a groom of the ftole’s place to be ufelefs as his majefty 
dothe, therefore he defires that expence to be faved, and to bee funk in his 
family too. But as you and your brother are much better judges than I can 
pretend, I doe fubmitt. This is the only alloy to the joy I have, that our 
wrongs are thus revenged on thofe two laft of minifters. Forgive thefe rough 
thoughts, foe fuddenly wrote on paper: they are wrotte in confidence to a 
friend, who I have all the value and efteem for, that man can have. Ten 
thoufand thanks for your lordfhip’s letter. I beg my very humble fervice to 
your brother and my lord Orrery. 


THONAS 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 449. 


; Period LE, 
THOMAS BRERETON TO CHARLES STANHOPE. 1piatorjse, 
Excufes fecretary Stanhope.—Relates, the general confternation on the removal of ~ vib 
lord Townfhend, and public cenfures of that meafure.—Walpole preffed not 
to refign.— Many threaten to follow his example.— Fatal confequences of thefe 
divifions.— Jacobites clated.—Secretary Stanhope’s condutt generally difape 
proved.—Cunfidered as a German meafure. 
DEAR SIR, London, December, 1736, 
Y Friday’s poft, I acquainted * you with my fafe arrival here, with my Harrington ton 
having delivered the difpatches with which I was charged, and flightly Pet 
hinted the confufion I found every body in at the contents of ’em: I have * This letter 
fince, by going to the court and citty, had opportunitys more particularly to ™* snulings 
obferve the temper of thofe who make up thele two different parts of the town; 
and as I have the greateft reafon to have a perfctt eftecm for the fecretary, 
you will give me leave to trouble you a fecond time with the fentiments of 
thofe, who have his majefty’s intereft entirely at heart, and who wifh him alto 
the greateft profperity. I told you in my laft, the turn I gave to the furpriz 
ing news I brought was, that to prevent the further torrent of the German’ 
intereft, the fecretary found himfelf for the prefent obliged to come into their 
meafures fo difagreeable to himfelf, which was relifhed by fome perfons preity 
well, and I dont know, but thereby a ftop was put for a while to the finking 
credit of the ftocks: but thofe tranfaéting that way, fince fearing the certainty 
of it, and ferioufly refle@ling on the fatal confequences of the removal of fo 
great a man as Jord Townfhend, and that that muft neceffarily be attended 
with further alterations, I will venture to fay, the town is in greater confufion 
now, than it was in any part, or at any alterations whatfover made in the late 
queen’s reign, and that all publick credit will continue daily to fink’till his 
majclty’s arrival, or a further profpett that the true and honeft intcreft of the 
nation will fill be preferv’d and reftored, Perhaps it may be difagreeable, that I 
tell you, when I go into the citty, all the confiderable men there croud about 
me, and prefs me in the moft earneft manner to give {ome reafons for thefe 
fudden and unexpeéted refolutions, to tell them who I thought the advifers 
and contrivers of them. When I go to the court, the very great ones there, 
to whom I had fcarce the honour of being known before, fahite me, and are 
alfo very follicitous to find out the true {prings and caufes of what they dont 
{cruple aloud to call thefe extraordinary proceedings. Nay, it has therc been 
faid already, that never was any thing more unprecedented, than for his 
majefty 
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majefty, when out of the nation, with the council of one fingle minifter only, to 
make fo prodigious a change in his miniftry, juft before the meeting of his parlia~ 
liament : a parliament, which ’twas to be hoped, by their unanimity and fleadi- 
nefs, might have brought about not only the redu€tion of intereft upon pub- 
lic funds, but feveral other matters of the greateft importance, to the further 
fecurity and quiet of his majefty’s government, the very profpe& of which 
had raifed your credit to fuch a pitch of glary; and all thefe good proje&s, I 
will take upon me to pronounce, cannot even be propofed, unlefs the miniftry 
is continued, and lord Townfhend reftored. 

I ftill flatter myfelf I am right in my notions of Mr. Stanhope, and that he 
will preferve the ancient friendfhip he has profeffed to lord Townfhend and 
Mr. Walpole. If he does not, give me leave to fay you will fee the moft 
valuable part of his majefty’s friends fhew their refentment in a moft genc- 
rous manner. For I have reafon to know not only the miniftry, but the moft 
wealthy in this metropolis, have been to intercede with Mr. Walpole ‘not to 
refign his office, and have given him the ftrongeft inftances of their fupport 
and friendfhip; and that if he fhould find it confiftent with his honour fo to 
do, his example will be followed by the ftrongeft body of the greateft fubjeés 
that ever prince had. How often dear fir, have I faid to you, that the greateft 
bulwark againft the foreign and home enemys, was the everlafting unity of 
lord Townfhend, the lecretary, and Mr. Walpole, that whilft they went hand in 
hand, the cxpe€tations of both were equally abfurd and ridiculous, and the 
jacobites had very little tohope. This already appears by the gaynefs of the 
difaffe€ted, who tho’ filent ten days ago, are now as loud as ever in the coffee- 
houfes ; and I faw twenty guineas given, to be repaid with ten times the fum, 
when baron Price is chancellour. 

Forgive me for letting you know thefe particulars, and impute it to my 
zeal for my country and my extraordinary veneration for the fecretary: I 
muft take the liberty to let you know the world crys aloud againft him, and 
if hjs correfpondents from hence be faithfull, he muft be fenfible of it. ANI 
am able to fay in his vindication, avails but little, yet I require fome further 
proofs, before I can give into opinion, that he will be guilty of that faithleff- 
nefs with which he is charged: for God’s fake, wont he confider, be not only 
forfeits his private honour, but will draw upon himfelf a number of enemys, 
which he wili find it impoffible to fub&ift againft. The miniftry looks upon this 
junéture as a tryal between the Englifh and German councils, and will no doubt 
exert. themfelves in a manner‘ becoming Englifhmen; and I fhould be very 
forry 
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forry indeed, to find him that has preferved fo fteady a charaéter hitherto, 
forfeit it by adhering to a new intereft in oppofition to thofe who have I will 
fay promoted his equally with their own. I delivered the meflage he com- 
manded me to Mr. Walpole. I wifh I cou’d affure myfclf, ‘twas received 
with that confidence that heretofore fuch a meffage wou’d have been received. 
Several conje€tures are made from my being fent exprefs with this unwellcome 
alteration, (I may boldly fo call it, fince the whole body of the king’s friends 
are difpleafed at it) but moft agree that ’twas to hinder me from knowing by 
what councils thefe meafures were purfued, and from having opportunitys of 
learning what is yet intended. But my friend will permit me to fay, notwith- 
ftanding the great care that was taken by him to prevent my knowledge of any 
of thefe matters, I was not fo alltogether ignorant of them as he may imagine; 
but I all along depended upon the fecretary’s integrity, and that another expe- 
dient was forming which wou’d have been much more confiftent with his honour 
and profit; and you may remember, that when I was apprehenfive of lord 
Townfhend's being fent to Ireland, 1 expreffed my concern, and hoped the 
fecretary wou'd never be the advifer of it. All I fhall fay further is, that I am 
afraid he will find himfelf trick’d_by aman, who tho’ fo unreafonable in his 
pretenfions, has the {malleft intereft of any one that’s admitted to his majelty’s 
council board. Forgive me dear fir, for taking up fo much of your time; 
but J fhould think myfelf unworthy the future favour of Mr. Stanhope, if I 
flattered him, or forbore to let him know things as they are: perhaps thole who 
have greater expe€tations from him, will be cautious how they do this; but 
J fhall allways chufe to give a faithfull account of things, tho’ difagreeable, rather 
than one filled with falfehood and flattery. One thing I muft not omit, which is, 
that Mr. Micklethwaite has offered wagers, that Mr. Walpole will be out in 
thirty days; but notwithftanding his imprudence, I will pray that he, lord 
Townfhend, and Mr. Stanhope may unite and remain what they have long 
been, a terror to king George’s enemys; if they do not, I fhall expeé along 
continuance of the prefent dilorder and difcontent, tho’ I aflure you, that 
will be to no one upon earth more difagreeable than to dear fir, &c. 


CHARLES 
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Period IT. CHARLES STANHOPE TO THOMAS BRERETON. 
i714 t0 1720. 
- Reproves him for his mifiaking the motives of fecretary Stanhope’s condudl, 
ha and for his ill-judged zeal.—Confiders the removal of lord Ti pune to the 
lord lieutenancy of Ireland, a promotion,. ‘ngt a difgrace. 
Harrington “I Have received your two letters, and am, I confefs, concerned to 
Papers. 


find your zeal for the public not fo well direéted, as I am fatisfied it might 
have been, by thofe you have lately converfed with, had they thought it for 
their advantage to have it fo; but as I never pretend to make converts againft 
people’s inclinations, I fhall wave talking deeply with you upon this fubjeé, 
and endeavour always to agree with you in things more indifferent to us 
both. I cannot, however, but take notice, that the turn you fay you ufed in 
excufe of the fecretary, for I think you do not fay you made it yourfelf, 
might full as well have been let alone, fince it is founded upon a groundlefs 
{uppofition, and which at the fame time is very prejudicial, and as I think of 
things, injurious to the king, for whofe honour and intereft all fides would, I 
thought, have willingly been fuppofed to have a’regard. I believe, when you 
are as cool as I am, you will fee as I do, that what you call this prodigious 
change in the miniftry, is the removal of one man from a great place to a 
greater; the reft which is done, being only the advancement of fome perfons, 
who have deferved well of their country, and are unexceptionable to all: and 
this without the turning out of any one man; and that the fall of ftocks, 
which you mention in both your letters, and fay that by that the refentment 
of the city is fmewn upon this occafion, tho’ uncertain from whence it pro- 
ceeds, yet certainly amounts to not one per cent. which you know very often 
happens without any reafon at all. Nor will I, till you are cooler, pretend to 
prove to you, that a king may without injuftice, and fuch as ought to be re- 
fented by all good fubje&s, remove one fubje& from a good poft to a better, 
unlefs he fhall at the fame time explain to that fervant, and to all his fellow 
fervants the reafons why he thought it for his fervice that it fhould be fo. 
If it is fuggefted that more removes are intended, I can affure you there are 
perfons'of your acquaintance in England, who know better; and if they dif- 
guife it from the world, they do not ufe that candour they have been thought 
to be mafters of. As to the infinuations in your letter concerning the fecre- 


tary, fince we are upon a foot of freedom together, and telling our private 


thoughts, I cannot help obferving to you, that it is in no refpe&t becoming 
you 
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you to give intothem. I need not mention his charaéter in the world, which 
doubtlefs will be able to fupport itfelf. But fhall conclude this long letter 
with acguainting you, that I have obeyed your commands to the prince, who 
was glad to hear you was well, as I fhail be to find you fo in England, and to 
end all thefe variances of opinion, which feem reducible into a very narrow 
compafs, over a boatle of true hermitage. Being, &c. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Complains that his condudt has been mtfapprehended.—Defires him to ufe his 
influence with lord Townfheng to accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland.» 
_ Suftifies his own conduct, 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Jan. 3, 1717. 
Have received the favour. of your two letters of the 12th of December, and 
am very forry to find, that what I judged and meant as a fervice to my 

ford YTownfhend, is refented in the manner it-is. I delivered my lord 
Townfhend’s letter to the ‘king ; and inftcad of reprefenting his lordfhip’s re- 
fufal to his prejudice, I have procured his majefty’s commands to repeat this 
offer to his lordfhip, and I rather choofe to mention it to you, than to write di- 
reétly to his lordfhip as yet. In the mean time I am commanded to acquaint 
you, that Ireland will be kept open till the king comes to England, and I cannot 
help telling you, that I think’ you cannot do your king, your country, and my 
Jord Townfhend a more fignal fervice, than by prevailing with his lordfhip to 
accept of it. If you can fuggelt to me any method by which it may fill more 
plainly and evidently appear, that the king’s intention and defire was, that fic 
fhould be lord lieutenant‘of Ireland; I fhall be obliged to you, and will cer- 
tainly convince you, that you have judged hardly of your humble fervant, 
sin fuppofing it was not meant fo. 1 do not write to my lord, becaufe I fear, 
that any thing which comes from me, at this time, will only irritate. But I do 
pray you to communicate to him, what I have in command from his majefty, 
in relation to this bufinefs, I have as juft a value for old friends as is pof- 
fible, and 1 cannot, I confefs, difcover that I have been guilty of a breach of 
friendfhip, in procuring the offer of Ireland, at atime when the King was de- 

termined he, fhould not be fecretary. 

I with it had been as eafy for me to have got ridd of my office of f{ecretary, 
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as I will venture to affirm, it was impoffible to have kept lord Townfhend fo. 
Ought J, either in my own name or in the name of the whiggifh party, to have 
told the king, that my lord Townfhend muft continue to be fecretaryref ftate, 


‘or that I, nor any other of our friends, would have any thing to do. ‘I really 


_ Harrington 
Papers. 
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have not yet learnt to {peak fuch language to my mafter; and I think a king 
is very unhappy, if he is the only man in the nation, who cannot challenge any 
friendfhip from thofe of his fubjeéts, whom he thinks fit to employ. I think 
more is not required from a man in behalf of his friend, than in behalf of him- 
felf. And I can affure you, that i it would be impoffible for me to bring myfelf 
to tell the king I won’t ferve him, ‘unlefs he give me juft the employment which 
I like beft, tho’ at the fame time he either gives or continues to me an em~ 
ployment much more honourable and beneficial than that which I had a fancy 
for. You alarm me, and I fear‘with too much truth, with the confequences 
of this ftep, which may prove very fatal, and create a divifion amongft ‘the 
whiggs. But pray, at whofe, door muft this refentment be laid? I hope that 
you will grow cooler on your fide; that even my lord Townfhend will facri- 
fice his refentment to the public good. And I would then gladly know what 
caufe or colour of uneafinefs there can be to any honeft man. I heartily wifh 

you may well confider all circumftances, and promote that union amongft well . 
meaning men, which is neceflasy. No one man in the world can do fo much 


‘good as yourfelf; and give me leave to fay, no one man will, I think, have 


more to aniwer for to his country, if you do not heartily endeavour to make 
up thefe breaches. That I] have never been wanting in any kind of friendly 
office to you, I am perfeétly confcious to myfelf; and I am fure, that my ins 
tereft, as well as inclination, lead me to wifh.the continuance of a friendfhip I 
ever valued. Pray excufe me.to your brother Horace, to whom I am fin- 
cercly a well wifher, though he be very angry with me.. Iam, é&c. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT. WALPOLE... 


Denies that any other removal is intended. — Hopes that he will have no thoughts 
of quitting his place in the treafury, and trufts that their friendfrip wilt 
continue. 

DEAR SIR, Hanover,. Jas. 3» diieair . 
JAVING fent by laft poft an anfwer: to your letters of, the 19th inftant 5: 
this ferves chiefly to cover a duplicate of the fame letter.which goes by a 

meffenger for fear of accidents. Upon reading over your letters again, I 

wonder what could induce you to make ufe of one expreflion.. You caution 

us 
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us to ftopp our hands, and to proceed no further in changes, when both lord Period 11. 
Sunderland and I had told you in the ftrongeft terms we could, that no other ae: 
alteration was thought of, or intended; unlefs your quitting your employment 1717. 
“fhould have made it abfolutely neceffary to fill it, At the fame time, I think 

I could not exprefs in words more {trong than I did, how much I defired 

that might not happen. Notwithftanding the paflion you were in when you 

writt, I am very glad you expreffed no thoughts of leaving the king’s fervice, 

and] will even flatter myfelf that you will {till prevail upon lord Townfhend to 

accept Ireland, and that we may continue to live and aét for the king’s fervice, 

with the fame friendfhip and union which has been. I think it more refpeét- 

full to my lord Townthend, that I fhould not write to him tc acquaint him 

with the king’s repeating the offer of Ireland, till I hearfrom you, who are 

more likely to prevail. I‘am, &c. 


“SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 


Requefts him to continue in ofice—Reprefents the tll confequences which muft 

refult from his refignation—and entreats him to ufe his influence to prevail 

on lord Townfhend to accept the lord lteutenancy.—Declares that the king 

would rather abdicate, than reinflate lord Townfhend. 

DEAR SIR, . Hanover, Jan. 13, 171b—17. 

Am favoured with three private letters from you, two of the s2th and Harrington 

one of the 14th of December. The intercepted letters are indeed very eal 
curious, and you may depend upon it, that I will take particular care Praugét. 
to bring over every one that has been fent hither; and I have informed private, 
his majefty, that you will continue the method my lord Towafhend had taken 
in relation to this fecret correfpondence. As to the bufinefs of the Scotch 
fignet, you have certainly done very right. The duke of Roxburghe had 
writ to me about it, and I had yefterday received the king’s commands before 
your letter came. I am forry that Pringle futfers by this, and fhall be ex- 
tremely glad if he can fuggeft any proper thing for himfelf, which I do affure 
you, I will very heartily endeavour to procure for him. 

As to your other letter concerning yourlelf, I am more at a lofs how to under~ 
ftand, or how to anfwer it, What I have writ to you in my publick difpatch of 
this day, will fufficiently inform you of the king’s {entiments touching you, and 
how little difpofed he is to take any thing you have writ amifs, He defires 
and expe&s you will continue where you cre, and every thing you fay to excufe 

x2 yourlelf, 
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yourfelf, is a farther argument for the kingto wifh it. Iam but too fenfible 
of the many difficukys the king is like to labour. under, and I proteft before 
God, that no confideration upon earth, but my attachment to his majefty, 
would engage me to g° on in this life. But I do really think, that one does 
owe fomething to one’s prince, and tg fo good a prince. He thinks fit to Te~ 
move one fervant from a worfe to a better poft. Is this a reafon for others 
to abandon him? I am fure, that if it had happened to yourfelf to be turned 
out, and without any colour of reafon, you would not in your own cafe, let your 
refentment carry you to any indecent behaviour, much Icfs would you fpirit up 
mankind to fuch divifions, as muft end in the deftru€tion of your country, if 


“not prevented. Do fome people expeét by their behaviour to force the king, 


to make my lord Townfhend fecretary again? if they do, they dont know 
him; if they do not, what do they propofe? I writ laft night to Walpole, by 
the king’s command, and repeated the offer of Ireland to my lord Townfhend. 
Whoever withes well to his king, to his country, and to my lord Townthend, 
ought to perfuade him ftill to accept of it. I hope Walpole, upon cooler 
thoughts, will ufe his endeavours to this end, and Ireland wiil be kept open till: 
the king’s return. If you have any intereft or credit with them, for God’s. 
fake make ufc of it upon this occafion. They may poffibly unking their 
matter, or (which 1 do before God think very poffible) make him abdicate 
England; but they will certainly not force him to make my lord Townfhend 
fecretary. I will not enter into the reafons which have engaged the king to 
take this meafute, but ’tis taken, and I will afk any whigg, whether the differ- 
ence to the public between one man’s being fecretary, or lord lieutenant of 
Treland, is of fuch confequence, that we ought to hazard every thing for the 
refentment of one man? Pardon me, dear ss for venting myfelf thus freely. 
I am writing to one of the very few honeft men of our country, and ’tis to 
fuch that we muft owe our falvation, if we are to be faved. The king will fet 
out in ten days; God willing, Iam ever, &c. 


M. DE 
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M. DE SLINGELANDT * TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Expreffes his regret that lord Townfhend had declined the lord lieuténancy of 
Ireland.—Trufts and hopes that he will not withdraw from the public fervice; 
and deferibes the ill confequences of fuch a condul. 


MY LORD, a la Haye te § Jan. pieostye 
Dp ABORD que j'ai appris la nouvelle de vOtre démiffion, jen éois fi 

frappé que j'héfitois, fi je garderois le filence, ce que Pamiti¢ dont 
vous m’honorez fembloit ne pas me permettre; ou fi je vous écrivois; 
bien affuré que vétre démiffion ne peut étre attribuée qu’d une intrigue 
de cour, ou a la mefintelligence entre le roy et le prince; et la voyant d’ailleurs 
accompagnée d’une démonftration autentique de la confideration que le roy 
continue d’avoir pour vous, en vous offrarit un pofte de tant de confiance et 
d’honneur, que ta vice-royauté d’Irlande, j’étois incertain de quel ocil vous 
regardriez ce changement; quoique je ne puiffe le regarder que comme pre- 
judiciable au bien des affaires, tant de vétre pais que du nétre; connoiflant ct 
vos talens et vos principes, Mais depuis que j’ai appris que vous refufez la 
vice-royauté, je ne puis plus douter que vous ne regardiez ce changement 
comme une difgrace, et comme une raifon de vous élvigner de Ja cour et des 
affaires. 

Je vous avoue my lord, que cela m’a caufé une véritable douleur, car 
quoique vos fentimens ne foient trop connus pour craindre, que vous foyez 
capable d’agir par un‘ principe de reffentiment; le roi n’en {era pas moins 
privé d’un confeiller de vétre fuffifance ct capacité, et la divifion entre les 
principaux membres du bon parti (divifion dont les fuites font tant a craindre) 
ne s’en augmentera pas moins, et fe terminera peut étre en {chifme declaré, 
C’eft du moins ce que nous autres ¢trangers apprehendorts, et ce que Ics enne~ 
mis de votre conftitution fouhaitent. C’eft a ta verité un doux plaifir de { 
faire regrettet par ceux de méme dont.on croit avoir fouffert du tort; mais 
vous ne pouvez pas vous faire regretter, my lord, fans que le publique en: 
fouffre d’avance; et je vous connois trop d’amour pour le bicn public, pour 
ne pas facrifier & cet amour tout ce que pourroit flatter vOtre amour propre, 

C’eft pour toutes ces confiderations, qu’ufant du privilege que l"amitié donne, 
je prens la liberté de vous fupplier, my lord, de ne pas vous rendre inutile a vétre 
roi era vétre patric, mais au contraire de donner cn cette rencontre une preuve 
éclatante que rien ne peut vous detourner d’employer les grands talens dont 


~% A leading man in the republic, afterwards penfionary of Holland. 
Dieu 
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Dieu vous a donné, au véritable ufage pour le quel vous les avez recus, c’eft 
a dire au fervice du publique. L’on vient de figner alliance avec la France. 
Elle peut avoir d’heureufes fuites, fi vous demeurez bien unis en Angleterre; 
fans quoi vous perdrez votre credit ici, et cefferez auffi bien que nous d’étre 


‘refpeCtable a la France. 


Town fhend 
Papers. 


Draught. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. SLINGELANDT. 


Vindicates his condutl againft the charge of delaying the fignature of the al. 

liance with France.—Of caballing with the duke of Argyle.—Of fupporting 

the interefts of the prince of Wales in oppofition to the king.—And of coun- 
terafling the fcheme of northern politics. 

SIR, Jan. 112, 17 160m47. 

] Hee receiv’d the honour of your letter, and much oblig’d to, you for the 

_ kind part you are pleas’d to take in my late difgrace; the friendfhip: which 

you exprefs upon this occafion, cannot but be the more valuable to me, for 


. thofe fentiments of honour and publick fpiritednefs, with which I find it ani- 


mated; and it is no {mall fatisfa€tion to me to refleét, that as long as I fteddily 
purfue thefe good ends (which I have ever efteem’d to be their own great re- 
ward) I fhall have the pleafure, in {pite of the maljcious endeavours of my ene-” 
mies, to fecure to myfelf the friendfhip of one, whofe favourable opinion, I 
look upon as the moft honourable teftimony my a€tions can receive. That ill 
impreffions, therefore, uccafioned by flying reports, may not rob me of any 
part of fo valuable a friend{hip, I fhall take the liberty to communicate to you, 
under the greateft confidence, all the caufes of my late difgrace that have yet 
been alledg’d, and are come to my knowledge; which are of fuch a nature as 
will, I flatter myfelf, make it eafy for me to juftify to you, the refolution I have 
taken, of declining the offer made me of the lieutenancy of Ireland. . 

The firft occafion of the king’s cxpreffing any difpleafure againft me (that I 
know of) was for fending over the full powers to lord Cadoganand Mr. Wal- 
pole, drawn up in general terms, without making exprefs mention of the treaty 
with France; which omiflion, having been laid hold of by the abbé du Bois, 
as a pretence for his delaying to fign the treaty, was reprefented to his majefty 


as conttiv’d by me, on purpofe to gain time, till the States could be ready to. 


fign in conjun&tion with Great Britain; and thus I was once more to fuffer for 
too great a complyance with Holland. I mutt confefs, that in my own private 


opinion, I thought what was done by Mr. Stanhope and the abbé du Bois at 


Hanover, 
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Hanover, made it unneceffary for us to fign feparately again at the Hague; and 
that it would carry a much better appearance for the minifters-of his majeity and 
the State8 to fign the treaty at one andthe fame time. But his majefty having 
expreffed his pleafure otherwife, without ever defiring to know my fentiments 
as to this point, I did not offer my opinion to the contrary, and was fo far from 
defigning (by fuch a pitiful artifice agd evafion) to elude the king’s intentions, 
that I made no manner of doubt, but the treaty would have been figned di- 
re€tly, in virtue of thofe full powers, which were allow’d to be fufficient by 
monfieur d' Iberville, lord Cadogan, and all who are verfed in forms of that na- 
ture. And indeed the true reafon of my choofing to have them drawn in ge- 
neral terms, was, that if the king fhould think it neceffary to have his minifters 
fign feperately, before thofe of the States, that feperate inftrament might (ac- 
cording to his majefty’s intentions) be afterwards perfetily funk upon our 
figning ‘alltogether, and no footfteps of any fuch order appear in the full 
powers whenever they fhould come to be made publick together with the treaty. 
However, upon, the firft intimation of the abbé’s objeétion, without waiting 
for his majefty’s orders, I immediately procur’d a new full pewer in the form 
defir'd by the abbé, and gott it pafs’d through the feveral offices, and difpatch'd 
in one day’s time. My conduét therefore in this particular, was fo clear andfo 
juftifiable, that my enemies fajled in this attempt; for upon a full reprefentation 
of thefe fats to his majefty, he was pleas’d to exprefs himfelf entirely fatisfied. 
Another reafon of his majefty’s difpleafure, T am told, has becn my fuppos’d 
caballing with the duke of Argyll, and undertaking to procure his reconciliation 
with the king; in relation to which, I can fafely affirm, that fince the king’s 
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leaving England, I have never had the leaft converfation with the duke of. 


Argyll (otherwife than accidentally at court, tm the eye and hearing of every 
body) except once at his requeft, from which he parted highly diffatishied with 
my brother Walpole and me, for having tutour’d him (as he called it) for two 
hours together. And indeed, the whole fubye&t of our converfation was to 
convince him, that the only poffible method for him ever to hope to recover 
the king’s favour, was to fhew an entire fubmiffion to his majefty, and to be. 
have him(elf without ‘any figns of refentment in parliament; not undertaking 
however, cither dire&ly or'indire@ly to effe@ his reconciliation upon thefe or 
any. other terms; and all the -reprefentation that ever was, made iti his behalf, 
was only this, that when my brether Horace Walpole was fent by the prince 
to Hanovér, I-defired him ‘to tell Mr. Stanhope in confidence, that I thought 
it would facilitate the king’s fervice in parliament,’ if the duke of Argyll’s family 

— and 
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given them, that upon behaving themfelves well in parliament, there would be 
a poffibility of their meriting his majefty’s favour again, which however, I defired 
might be left to Mr. Stanhope to mention to the king, or wholcly to drop as 
he fhould think moft advifeable. 

But the laft and blackeft imputation js what is contain’d in a letter, which 
I have feen, under lord Sunderland’s own hand, of the fame date with thofe 
which brought my difmiffion, in which he dire€lly charges the lord chancellor, 
my brother Walpole, and me, with having entered into engagements with the 


‘prince and duke of Argyll, and form’d defigns againft the king’s authority. 


The fatall confequences of any mifunderftanding between the king and prince 
are fo very obvious, and the bare infinuation of fuch a defign as is tmplied in 
lord Sunderland’s letter, is a charge of fo high and extenfive a nature, that it 
is hard to conceive how fo much villany and infatuation could poffefs the 
heart of any man as to fuggeft fuch an infamous accufation, not only without 
evidence, but without the leaft colour or pretence. Since it will be eafy to 
make it appear from every ftep of the prince’s behaviour, that he has con- 
fined himfelf ftri€tly to the limitations prefcrib’d by the king his father; and 
that he has never exercifed the leaft power of any kind without taking ree 
{pe€tive opinions and advice of thofe in whofe gands the king thought fitt to 
leave the feveral offices and departments of public bufinefs, And confider- 
ing the milreprefentations undcr which, I with feveral others of his majefty’s 
fervants, had the misfortune to labour with the prince, at the time when the 
king lett England, I cannot but think it a particular fervice to his majefly’s 
affairs, as well as my own great happinefs, that 1 found means by my affiduity 
with the prince, to cfface thofe ill impreflions which had been given him of me, 
and which muft othcrwife have prov’d a great obftruétion to the public fer- 
vicc. And I defy my Jord Sunderland, or any one elfe, to produce one 
fingle inftance of my having made an ill ufe of the confidence with which his 
royal highnefs was pleas’d to honour me, or of the prince’s:having invaded 
the regal prerogat-ve in any the minuteft branch, or having deviated in any 
particular of his behaviour, fince is majefty’s leaving England, from that en- 
tire duty and fubmiffion which he ought always to fhew towards the king his 
father; and I muft own to you, that inftead of expe@ing this unjuft and fcan- 
dalous imputation (which if true, would require much harder ulage than what 
I have met with) I had the vanity to’think, that no fervice which I ever per~ 
form’d to his majefty, was equally meritorious with that of having had fome 

{mall 
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fall fhare in cultivating in his royal highnefs thofe good difpofitions, which Period If. . 
alone could have made the king and the nation eafy during his majefty’ Pehle 
abfence.’ 8717. 

You will not wonder, therefore, if when inftcad of having thefe fond ex 
peclations anfwer’d, I found myfelf removed from being {fecretary, and this 
removal grounded on a charge of the higheft nature, by a perfon fo near the 
king as lord Sunderland; 1 thought it no ways confiftent with my reputation, 
to accept of the offer his majefty was pleas’d to make me of the licutenancy of 
Ireland, which poft I muft have refufed at any other time ; my private affairs 
not permitting me to remove to Ireland, any more than common honefty 
would, allowing me to putt the profits of that employment in my pocket, with. 
out going over to do the duty’s of it. So that upon the whole, I am fatisfied 
you will agree with me in thinking, that after being turn’d out of the fe- 
¢retary’s office in fuch @ manner, my accepting the lieutenancy of Ireland, 
aander-the circumftances abovemention’d, would have appear’d to the world 
hike a confeflion of fome degree of guilt, and a tacit compounding for pardon; 
which far from enabling me to ferve my country, muft have robb'd me of all 
means of ever doing good hereafter, either in a private or public ftation, 

Thefe are all the reafons I have yet heard alledg’d for my dilgrace. Lord 
Sunderland, indeed, did fometime ago write me a letter in one of his frenzy 
fitts, in. which he lays down very extraordinary notions, and fuch doubts as 
be will find very impra€ticable ae far as they relate to this country, upon the 
fabje& of the northern affairs; but 1 made him no anfwer to his letter, and 
having never been acquainted with the king’s fcheme as to thoic affairs, neither 
in whole or in part, I fappofe I am not punifh’d for not acquiefcing in what was 
never yet communicated to me. However, though thefe are the topics given out 
by my enemies, I am far from thinking that they are the true and originall 
caufes of my difgrace. I betieve the duchefs of Muntter, Mr. Bernftoff and Mr, 
Robethon, could give a much more exa& and authentic account of the real 
caufes that produced this event, if they thought it as much for their own fer 
ice, as it might be for my credit to have the whole myftery of this altcration 
tzid. open. 

Lhope what tea bees faid, will be fuficient to convince you, that I have not 
hitherto aficd upon a principle of private paflion and refentment on this oc- 
cafion; and I psomife you faithfully, that nothing of that kind, {hall ever with 
me, fland in competion with the good of tle public, or with that defireable 
unos, on whieh thet publick good is founded, 
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- Period If. = My duty, my honour, and my intereft, do all of them attach me to the king 
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and his fervice; one undutyful a€tion towards him, or my oppofing’his real fer+ 
vice in the minuteft particular, would be giving the lye to all I have been doing, 
ever fince I came into the world. Fbeg you would communicate this letter 
to no foul living, except it be to our common friend the penfionary. * 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


General difcontent at lord Townfhend’s removal.—Sanguine expetlations of the 

_ tories, jacobites, and difcontented whigs.—Stanhope’s dependants, bufy and 
impertinent.—Requejis that no further offer of the lord lieulenancy may be 
made to lord Townfhend till the king’s return. 

DEAR SIR, London, Jan, ree12, 1746-=17, 
Have the favour of your’s of the 1t inftant, N. 8. and am glad to find you 
feem to be ina little better temper than you were, and”belicve me, “if you. 

were here, you would be ten times more fenfible, than any repreterttation’ 
from hence can poffibly make of the ill effets of what is a doing. The uni 
verfal difcontent and apprehenfions of all that wifh well, is:‘more than can %@ 


vours of thofe that may ‘be thought more nearly concerned. The fpiritt of 
the tories and jacobites. is at the fame time reviv’d beyond meafure, amd tad 
had this effet allready, that fummonfes are fent into ‘all parts of England té 
make a general mufter; when ‘tis certain they had no thoughts before :of 
giving any trouble this feffions; ‘I muft farther acquaint you, that the diféond 
tented whigs flatter themfelves, that the game is now their own, and are dif2 
pofing and dividing of alt the employments with an air of authority, which you 
may eafily imagine, gives great creditt and weight to thofe in pofleflion. 
cannot forbear telling you, that fome immediate creatures and dependants of 
your’s, are the moft bufy and impertinent in all parts of the town; I hawe fai@ 
thus much in fhort, that you may be truely inform’d: ofthe “ftate of: affairs: 
If you have any ottier accounts from hence, you.are abus’d, and depend upon 
it, you will find the fenfe of every man in England of any confiderasion, “that. 
you'ever had any. eftees: for, or that deferves. the leaft regard, tobe the fame. 
When IF have faid thisy..I will not enter into any reafering*or argumentation 
with you at this diftance, but think, you muft be fenfible, that: a great deal of 
what you fay, is not to be fupported in a converfation betwixt old freinds: We 
very well underfland the Janguaye of minifters, but when tis. matter conacs to 
. be 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


be canvafs’d with freedom and liberty, you will be fenfible of more than 'tis 
proper to write, . 

In the mean time, as to what immediatcly concerns my lord Townfhend, I 
muft only beg at prefent, that you will prevent a fecond hardfhip being putt 
upon him, by a fecond offer of the lieutenancy of Ireland, and fince you 
fay, that the king commanded you to acquaint me, that Ircland fhall be kept 
open till his majefly comes into England, there can be no difficulty in this, 
or at leaft no neceflity of doing any thing till his Majeftie's arrivall. 

You will give me leave to think it a litde hard when you fay, no one man 
will have more to anfwer for to his country, than I may have. I agree with 
you, if Ido not honeftly endeavour to make up thefe breaches, I thall be very 
much to blame; but if what has been done, or is flill to be fear’d, have or fhalt 
make that impoffible, the weight will fall ellewhere, and be a burthen too 
heavy to bear. Lett me ufe your own words; you muft grow cooler 
en your fide, confider all circumftances, and remember thai in England, the 
@ianner of doing things is often more to be regarded than the thing is itlell, 
and I am confident I fhall be able to convince you when we meet, that 


163 


Period If, 
1714 to1720, 


1717+ 


gy lord Townfhend’s cafe can be confider’d in no other light. [can give . 


no advice, but repeat what I {aid before; take care that nothing more be done, 
till you are upon the fpott: I think you will alter your fentiments with the 
elimate, if you have not drank deeper of the bowle than I am willing to be~ 
Weve. For as I lived with you fo many years in intimacy and freindfhip, I 
fhall.be glad ftil) to live and dye upon that foot, and fhall with great pleasure 
feq@:you deliver’d from imputations, it would gricve you to think of. I will 
do: my part, and if you will do yours, it feems poflible to retricve the mott 
fatall ftep, that ever was taken: that all may go well, is my fincere wifhes, 
and I am, with all poffible truth dear fir, your moft faithfull humble fervant. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Will follow his advice not to make any further offer of the lord lieutenancy-to 
lord Townfhend.——Is ready with lord Sunderiand to conciliate matters. 
' Earne/tly entreats him to prevail on lord Townshend to comply.—And promi/es 
_ inthe hing’s name, to permit his lord/hip in duc time to exchange that place 
Sor another.— Juflifies his own condud. . 
DEAR SIR, Hague, January the 16th, 1717, 
I Have received this morning the favour of your's of the 1fl inflant, O. S. and 


I fhall foffow"the advice you are pleafed to give me, of writing nothing to 
¥2 lord 


Stanhope 


Papers, 
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Period 11, lord: Townfhend touching Ireland, which as I told you, his majefty will keep 
171401720. open till his arrival. Since you feem to lay a greater ftrefs upon the manner 


171 Je 


in which this offer was made than upon the thing itfclf, I hope you have been 
turning it in your thoughts, how any thing which may have bcen taken amife 
in the manner, may be fet right; and whenever you will be pleafed to fuggeft 
any thing of that kind, which may be confiftent with the king’s dignity, and 
the firm refolution he has taken of fupporting what he has done, I fhall moft 
willingly and heartily employ my beft endeavours to make my lord ‘Towne 
fhend eafy, and fo will my lord Sunderland. But tho’ I will not repeat t© my 
lord Townfhend, in the king’s name, the offer of Ireland, till yowallow me fo 
to doe, I muft, and doe for the king’s fake, for that of the whiggs, and of my 
lord Townfhend himfelf, moft earneftly repeat to you my entreaties, that you 
will difpofe my lord Townfhend to accept of it. I am at liberty to affure 
you, in the king’s name, that when my lord Townfhend fhall have accepted — 
of Ireland, if in fix months or in a twelvemonth, he fhould like bettex fome 
other poft at home in the cabinet council, that his majefty will very readily 
approve of any fcheme that his fervants fhall concert for placing my lord 
Townfhend where he fhall like. At the fame time, I have procured liberty 
from the king, to declare thus much to you, Believe me dear Walpole, whem 
I fwear it to you, that I doe not think it pofible for all the men in England 
so prevaile upon the king to readmit my lord Townthend into his fervice, upom 
any other terms than of complying with the offer made of Ireland, The king, 
will exaét from him this mark of duty and obedience. 1 doe affure you, thige 
I am not at prefent in a paffion, I tell you very coolly what in my confcience 
I think, I leave it to you to make fuch ufe as you fhall think fitt of this veay 
true information; and I will hope, that being thus informed, you will prevent 
things from being pufhed to extremities, which I dread to think of. 

For God’s fake, is not a lord lieutenant of Ireland of the cabinet council? 
has he not the fame accefs to the king, whenever he pleafes, as any other mix 
nifter whatfoever? will not my lord Townfhend’s talents, and the juft efteem 
which every body in the council muft have for him, give him a hare in bufi- 
nels, for ought I know greater, I am fure at leaft, lefs invidious than he had 
before? will not he be conftantly in the way of effacing, by his behaviour, any 


- impreffions made to his prejudice? if I were not fill fincerely a well, wifher 


to his lordfhip, and did not think it probable, that 1 fhould again live well 
with him, I would not prefs you at this rate upon this point; I would quietly 
Suffer him to indulge his refentment, which muft end in the ruin of his and hie 

friends 
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friends intereft at court, as long as this king lives, which, give me leave to tell 
you, he is like to do.many years. : 

As to the apprehenfions you mention, to have been very general of a change, 
you know as well as I, what foundation there has been for them, and whether 
the refufal of my lord Townfhend has not given occafion to them. I wilh 
not imagine, fince you fay it, that any of'your friends have ufed any induftry 
or endeavours to begett fucha ferment. I will rather hope, that you, know. 
ing with fo much certainty, that not one remove was intended by the king, 
will have endeavoured to quiet and calm this ill grounded jealouly. I doe 
not know that I have any creatures or dependants, whofe behaviour I can 
govern, or be anfwerable for, but this I know, that I have not direfily or 
indire&ly, either myfelf or by any other perfon, writt or caufed to be writt 
one fyllable fince this bufinefs has been on foot, except to yourfelf, and once 
to Mr. Methuen. I know not what you mean by having drank decp of the 
bowle,.I have already acquainted you with what I judge and know to be the 
dping’s fentiments upon this bufinefs. Whilft I am his fervant, I will, to the 
ttmoft of my ability, fupport his dignity, which, amongft many other good 
ghings, I have learnt to do from lord Townfhend; and I fhall not in fo doing, 
value or fear any imputation. It will appear to the world in due time, 
whether any motive of ambition or intereft has governed me in this bufinefs, 
and whether I hadd not moft effe€tually ferved thofe who are at prefent moft 
angry with me, if their own paffien did not hinder the good effetis of what 
was well defigned. I have, dear Walpole, a very clear confcicnce, and whilft 
J am conf{cious to myfelf of well doing, I have learnt to be very eafy in mind, 
whatever other people think of me. 1 am, with great truth, &c. 


t 
BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Excufes Sunderland and Stanhope.—Reprefents the danger to be apprehended from 
a@ divifton among the whigs—-Exhoris him to accept the lord lieutenancy. 
MY LORD, De la Haye ce 39 de Jan. 1777. 
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AATTRIBUEZ toujours, s’il vous plaift 4 mon zéle pour le bien public et Townfhend 


& mon attachement a ce qui vous reguarde, la hiberté que je prens de 
vous entretenir fur un fujeét dans lequel je ne devrois pas me mefler fans ces 
eonfiderations. ]’ay eG journellement des converfations aveg my lord Sunder- 
land et M. Stanhope depuis qu’ils font a la Haye, et trés particuliérement au- 
geurdhui qu'ils ont difaez chez moy. i Zeroit inutile de vous parler de leurs 

fentimens, 


Papers, 
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fentimens, puifque M. Stanhope les a mandez amplement 4 M. Walpole; pere 


1714t01720. mittez, moy de vous dire, que comme je leur parle le plus fortement que je 
OTT e maimed 
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puis, fur le danger de brouiller le bon parti, fe crois devoir vous en éntretenir 
auffi, cn vous fuppliant d’en bien pefer les confequences. La malheureufe 
diffenfion vient par de faux raports, dont ces Meffieurs s’excufent, et pretend. 
ent que le roy a apris par d’autres fes fujets qui l’ont portez a faire ce qu’il a 
fai. S.M. peut s’eftre determinée fans un mur examen de chofes; mas aiant 
pris fon parti, on croit que fa dignité et le point d’honneur ne veulent pas, 
qu'elle aie fe dementi de ce qu’elle a fait, mais qu’eftant mieux eclaircie, elle 
peut enticrement vous rendre fes bonnes graces. Les deux Meflieurs m’affeur- 
ent, que S. M. eft dans cette difpofition, et qu’eux Ie fouhaitent et le défirent 
trés ardcment, s’offrant dy’contribuer de tout leur pouvoir: Ils m’afleurent 
auffi, que fi vous avez la complaifance de ceder en ceci a la volonté du roy en 
acceptant la viceroiauté d’Irlande; S. M. vous donnera dans peu de temps 
toutcs les marques de fa faveur, que vous voudrez demander ou fouhaiter. 

Je vous répéte encor, my lord, ce que j’ay pris la liberté de vous dire dante 
ma précédente, que fi vous pouvicz vous réfoudre d’accepter la viceroiaut, 
vous feriez dans peu de temp en eftat de faire voir la fauffeté de ce qu’on @ 
dit contre vous a S. M. de vous remettre dans fa confiance, et d’avoir plus de 
ercdit que vous n’avez jamais cu, 4 la honte de ceus qui vous ont nut; et qui 
feroient peut eftre bien aife, que vous priffiezsle parti oppofé, en vous retirant, 
ou temoignant du mécontentement. Pardonnez a mon zele et au devouement 
avec lequel j’ai ’honneur d’eftre, Sc. x 


BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Apologizes for Sunderland and Sianhope.—Informs him of the king’s kind in- 
dentions.—Renews his folicitations to accept the lord lieutenancy. 
MY LORD, * . De la Haye ce 26 Jan. 177% 

i me fuis trouvé honoré ce matin par celle que vous avez eu la bonté 
de m’écrire le 11 de ce mois V. S. je crois prefqu’ inutile que je vous 
parle d’avantage fur la malheureufe divifion que va caufer dans le: bon patti 
ce qui vous eft arrivé, puifque le roy peut eftre arrivé 4 Londre devant celle ci, 
et que vous ferez eclairci par le roy mefine, et par M. de Bernfdorf des ine 
tentions du roy @wotre éguard. M. de l’Hermitage vous aura déja dit que 
c’eft par abus de my lord Cadogan, que je me fuis trompé, quand j’ay mandé, 
que vous aviez écrit en faveur du duc d’Argyl. J’efpére que M, de PHex, 
mitage 
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mitage s’eft acquitté de cette cotmmiffion, afin que vous ne croiez pas que my 
lord Sunderland m’a dit cette fauffeté. My lord Cadogan paffant un peu 
vifte fur toute chofe n’a pas fait la diftinftion fur I’écrire, et le meffage qu’a 
fait de vétre part M, de Walpole. M. de Stanhope m’a délabulé, dés que 
je luy ay mandé ce que vous aviez écrit, et en quel termes, 

Mais mon cher my lord, je foulvaite de toute mon ame, que les éclairciffe. 
mens que vous recevrez a }'arrivée du roy pouront faire évanouir les diffen. 
fions. Je fcais que S. M.*eft réfolue de vousdonner des marques de fon affec- 
tion, et de vous faire offrir par M. de Berensdorff tout ce que vous voudrez 
defirer en cas que vous ayez la complaifance préfentement d’accepter la 
viceroiauté d’Irlande. Le vicux miniftre m’a long tems entretenu fur votre 
fujet, et m’a affcuré qu’il emploiera tout ce qui dépendra de lui de vous rendre 
fatisfait; défirant que pour le préfent vous accepticz la viceroiaué. En ce 
¢as toutes les choles refteroient dans la melme fituation, et il n’y auroit aucun 
autre changement dans toutes les-charges, que lorfque dans la fuite vous vou- 
@riee tracquer la viceroiauté contre quclqu’ autre: toutes ces affurances vous 
Spront. faites. « 
® Ceiwett pas &.moy et a wos autres amis d'icy de vous parler de ce 
qui regarde vos intérefts, mais pardonnéz moi fi je prens la liberté de vous 
dire «que nous crotons que c’eft l’intéreft public que vousvwous accomodies 
4 ceque le roy defire, la chofe pouroit eftre confiderée dans.Je monde comme 
un‘point d’*honrcurentre S$; Ms ét vous, puifqu’il y a une démonttration pub- 
lique que le roy conferve pour vous dé bonnes intentions, et que ce n’efl que 
pét quelqu’ accident fans doute mal interpfeté, que S. M. vous a olftcz les 
{c@aux de fecretatred’ Etat, lefquels SM. croit ne pouvoir vous rendre fans 
faire tort a fa dignité et a fa réputation. My lord Sundcrland M. Stanhope 
ct M. de.Berenfdorf m’out fort aflourée que my lord Sunderland n’a rich cone 
tribué contre vous: j’efpére qu’il pourra vous perfuader de ceci, et que tous 
ceus qui font intéreffez dans la lettre qu’ila cu I"imprudence décrire a my lord 
‘Orford oublient ce qui y eft contenu, afin que la paix et l’union foient re- 
tablics dansle parti, et que Jes malintentionnez ne profitent point de votre 
défunion. I} me femble que cette confideration doit prevaloir contre toute 
autre, mefme contre celle qu "infpire le refentiment le plus jufle. If faudroit 
eftre bien { feur de ne pouvoir pas’ ‘nuire.a la bonne caufe ou 4 la patrié, avant 
que de pr ' madre des mefures qui portent a la diffention entre lesamis. La chofe 
eft & importante, qu’on dvit bien la pefer et racine fans partialité de crainte 
quo ‘on rifque, 





Vous 
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Vous etes fi eclairé et fi fage, my lord, que vous péferez mieux que qui que ce 


4744801720 fit toute chofe. Dieu veuille que tous enfemble vous preniez le parti le plus 
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avantageus 4 vétre patrié et 4 la bonne caufe, je fais ce voeu avec’ d’autant 
plus d’ardeur, que je fuis perfuadé que lg bonheur de ma patrié dépend de 
celui de l’Angleterre. Je vous demande’ "pardon encor de la liberté que je 
prens de voys entretenir derechef fur cet $mportant fujet; et j’ofe me flatter 
que vous ne le trouvez pas mauvais; eftant afeurez que jele fais par zéle pour 
le bien public et pour le vétre en particulier, qui me fera toujours 4 coeur 


comme le mien propre. 


Je ne vous parle pas des nouvelles, du voiage du roy, de la négociation 
rompue avec le czar, perfuadez que je fuis que vous en étes entiérement inftruit 
par les rélations. Nous avons efpérez de revoir~icy M. de Walpole durant 
l’abfence de my lord Cadogan; mais j’aprens qu’il ya un Leathes de Braffelles 
que nous ne connoiffons guére, qui fera chargez des affaires, s'il y en fatwient 
d’importantes nous ferons embaraffez. I! eft impoffible d’avoir d’abord con- 
fiance dans une perfonne qu’on ne connoit point. Si je pouvois eftre alex: 
heureus d’avoir une converfation de bouche avec vous, je pourai vous faine 
fouvenir de ce que je vous ai dit quelque fois fu« le fujet de certaines perfones; et 
je fais le plus trompez du monde fi vous ne trouvericz jufte ce que vous avier 
de la peine 4 crete alors. 11 y a certains caraéteres qui une fvis reconmis fe 
decouvrent to& eu tard dans les occafions. Mais, my lord, je crains d’en trop 
dire, et je vous infportune trop fong tems. Au nosm de Dieu oubliez les fujets 
de plainte que vous pouriez avoir, et me confultez que le bien public. Vous 
eftes um grand homme; vous eftes eftimez; vous ferez plus grand homme 
encor, et vows ferez eftimez d’avantage; perfonne ne s’intérefle plus vérka- 
blement en ce qui vous regarde que moy; ni perfonne eft avec plus de refpett 
et de fincerité, my lord, véere trés bumble et trés obéiflant ferviteur. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. | 


_ Signifies his difmifion from the lord liewtenancy of Ireland. 


MY LORD, Cock-Pite, April 9, 1717. ’ 

HE king, judging it for his fervice to difpenfe with your lordfhip’s fervice, 
as lord lieutenant of Ireland, I am commanded to fignify his majefty’s 
pleafure to your lordthip upon it. His majefty is forry that mapy citeum- 
ftances render this alteration neceflary at prefent; he commands me to affure 
jout 
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your lordship, that he will never forget your paft {ervices; and you’l give me ene ee 
leave to fay, that I fhall be very glad of an occafion of writing to your lord-, ? < et rg 
fhip upon a more agreeable fubjett, as being with great refpedt, &c. 17176 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV. H. ETOUGH, 


Anecdote of fir Robert Walpole on his refignation in 1717. 
DEAR ETOUGH, Wolterton, October 12, 1751. 
Am obliged to you for your favour of the ed inflant; and entirely agree  Etough 
with you, that your opinion of the poffibility, or if you pleafe, the probability Vales 
of my late brother’s removal, had the late king lived, is very excufable, and 
could be no difhonour to him; and I fhould not have mentioned this trifle 
any more, had it not been to fett you right in one of your arpuments, where- 
in you are miftaken, and there is an anecdote of fome curiofity relating to it. 
You fay that, He that could be worked upon to turn him out, immediately afler 
his fervices, in and confequent to the rebellion of 1715, was capable of being 
again difpofed to exchange the beft for the worft of fervants. The fatt is this, 
ihat profligate minifter, the late lord Sunderland, had engaged thofe of Hano- 
ver (difapointed in their ambitious and lucrative views by the non-complyance 
of lord Townfhend and my brother) in an intrigue to gett them removed, 
and had gained the lady* on their fide. They at laft made an impreffion e The duch« 
upon his majefty, by infinuations notorioufly falfe, to the prejudice of Jord ¢f&of Kendal. 
Townfhend, but could not prevayl with the king to remove him, untill they 
had madé his majefly believe, that my brother would not refign on that ac~ 
count; and accordingly when lord Townfhend was (after he had been made 
lord lieutenant of Ireland at Hanover, inftead of fecretary of f{tate) upon his 
majefty’s return to England, entirely difmiffed, my brother waited upon the 
king the next day, to give up the feal as chancellor of the exchequer, au 
which his majefty feemed extremely furprifed, and abfolutcly refufed to ac~ 
cept it, expreffing himfelfe in the kindeft and ftrongeft terms, that he had no 
thoughts of parting with him; and ina manner begging him not to leave his 
fervice, returned the feal, which my brother had laid upon the table in the 
clofet, into his hat, as well as I can remember, ten times. His majefly took 
it at aft, not without expreffing great concern, as well as refentment at my 
brether’s perfeverance: in which conteft, among other things, he told his 
majefty, that, were he ever fo well inclined, it was impoffible to ferve him 
faithfully with thofe minifters, to whom he had latcly given his favor and cre~ 
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a jas well as in parliament, fuch things, that if be fhould agree to and {upport, 
1717. he fhould lofe his credit and reputation in the world; and fhould he not ap- 
prove, or oppofe them, he fhould lofe his majefty’s favor. For he, in his 
Ration, tho’ not the author, muft be anfwerable to his king-and country for 
any extraordinary mealure. To conclude this remarkable evcut, J was in 
the room next to the clofet, waiting for my brother, and when he came out, 
the heat, flame, and agitation, with the water Itanding in his cycs, appeared fo 
firongly in his face, and indeed all over him, that he affe€ied every body in the 
room; and ’tis fayd, that they, that went into the clofet immediately, found 
the king no lefs difordered: and therefore, my good friend, it was no 
wonder, as I told you before, that when lord Sunderland propofed the laying 
afide my brother, after he had been employed again, his majefty fhould fay, 
he would never part with fir Robert Walpole, as long as he was willing to 
ferve him. 
1718—19g. 
LETTERS and PAPERS relating to the PEERAGE BILL. 
LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO LORD MON TJoY. 
Endorfed by himfelf, ‘ This paper I fent fealed to lord Mofitjoy, to 
# Lord =a fhew my refolution of voting againft the peerage bill, tho’ told by lord $.* 
s Duke of and the duke of B. t what the confequences of my fo doing would be, al- 
Bolton. moft in expreffe terms.’’ 
Middleton (March 10, 1718-19.) I Am not at alla ftranger to the probable confe-. 
Papers, 


quences of men’s {peaking and atting according to their own fentiments in a 
certain affair: on the contrary, have had broad hints, nay plain indications 
what is determined to follow. I have put honour and integrity in one feale, 
and find it vaftly to outweigh convenience; and am determined never to pur- 
chafe the latter, by parting with the former: this is a fixed refoluuon now, 
whenit is in my power to do the convenient thing, if I pleafe. 


MENO- 
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MEMORANDUM ON THE PEERAGE BILL. 


Endorfed in lord Middleton’s hanf-writing, “ Converfation between lord 
Sunderland and me about the peerage bill." 


YHEN the duke of Bolton firft {poke to me about the matter, then under 
the confideration of the houfe of lords, for reftraining the number of 
peers, I did not relifh the fcheme; but refrained expreifing myfelf more 
againft it at that time, being told the king was acquamted with it, and that the 
miniftry thought it very good for the kingdom; befides, he either had not then, 
or did not fhew me the refolutions which were intended to be moved in the 
houfe of lords, fo I was much in the dark. After the lords bad pafled their 
refolutions, ] waited on him again, and continued of the fame mind, but ex- 


prefled myfelf dexermined not to debate or vote againft a matter thought of 


fuch confequence; but could not be convinced of the reafonablenefs, of the 
thing. 

On the 6th of March, lord Sunderland at Mr. Bofcawen’s, defired me to 
fee him on the Sunday morning, that he might difecourfe me on this fub- 
jeQt. At St. James’s, he explained to me the motives and inducements the 
miniftry had to pufh this matter; and I then fhewed my not comprehending 
the reafon or neccflity for bringing in the intended bill; but expreffed myfelf 
refolved (confidering my being in the king’s fervice) not to fpeak or vote 
againft the bill. His lordflip feemed to think more would be expetied from 
me; and ufed words of the king’s being obliged to change hands, &c. but 
whether he meant, that he muft be obliged to change the miniftry, if the bill 
mifcarried, or to remove thofe of his fervants, who fhould not be for it, he did 
not exprefsly fay; tho’ from the nature of the difcourfe, and what i was tid 
by the duke of Bolton the firft day, Tam well convinced which he meant. 

On 15th March, I difcourfed this matter with my lord chancellor at St. 
James's, and cxpreffed myfclf not convinced of the reafonablenels of the in- 
tended bill: he was very warm for it, and feemed furprized at my being fo un. 
complying; but Jord Coningfby coming in, broke off the converfation, 
The more I confider this matter, the more J am confirmed in my opinion, 
thar the bill brought into the houfe of Jords on 14th March, commonly 
called the pecrage bill, is of that nature, that the commons ought not to pafs 
it; and after baving heard the arguments offered by the duke of Bolton, lord 
Sunderland, lord chancellor, and all that was offered in the houfe of Jurds, to 
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induce them to come to the refolutions on which the bill is founded, without 
being convinced, I think I am not like to alter. 

: 26th March, lord Sunderland, at my lodging, preffed coming into the bill— 
the king’s defire, not the aft of h's miniflry—refcnts it in foreigners and 
others, who reprefent it now a conteft between the king and prince—the whig 
adminiftration undone, if difappointed—the whig majority preferved the 
conftitution in queen Anne’s timc—this is a way to fettle it—ridiculous not 
to fay mad things will be done hereafter, when a certain event happens—mutt 
advife the king to change hands, tho’ he will * » - . - 
Jords will confent to part with feand. magnat.—that commons may adminifter 
an oath on ele€tions—the king will confent, crown fhall not pardon before 
or after judgement, on impeachment—if other things can be thought of, 
thinks will be come into; elfe the bill will drop without prejudice—profeffed 
regards for me—would have me communicate it to my brother. I faid I 
would, to him and others—defired leave to go for Ireland, and to be abfent, 
elfe would be in the houfe, and vote with my judgement—He told me, the king 


_ would tell me his own thoughts; I offered to wait on the king, if he com- 


manded it, after his lordfhip had told him, what my thoughts were, and would 
repeat them to him—faid the prince had launched out 40,0001.—A lord 
offered to be bribed; poor, ill ufed by his father. —28th March, lord Sun. 
derland came to me, told me he had {poke to the king, who was unealy at my 
not, &c. but being urged, confented to my going to Iretand—urged it might be 
fometime the coming week—that I fhould not fay on what occafion, but on 
my own—that I was wanted, &c.—and defired my brother would not be 
warm; I faid I would go out of town for a few days, then return; kifs the 
king’s hand, and go away—he defired fome time this week—I promifed.— 
Lord Coningfby, zgth March, meeting me at court, afked me, when I went 
for Ireland—probably, he knew it was concerted at St. James’s, to have 
leave. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Refufes to fupport the peerage bill, in anfwer to the folicitations of the duke of 
Bolton and lord Sunderland.—Duke of Bolton’s coldne/s. 


Endorfed in his own hand-writing, “ The grounds and fteps of the duke of 
Bolton’s coolnefs to me.’” 


DEAR 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, Dec. 14, 1770. 

Am obliged to you for the account you give me of the fate of the peerage 

bill on Tuefday laft, it was what I expeéted as well as wifhed; tho’ I confeffe, 
I was and am a good deal confounded how to account for their prudence; who 
aftcra former unfucceffefull attempt, refolved on renewing it fo very foon after, 
without having taken a more exaét mutter of the troops they fhould be able to 
bring into the field on the day of battle. You know laft fpring, what my 
fentiments were on this fubje€t, and I remember to have told you in what a 
manner my giving into the bill, was prefled upon me, and by whom. For fear 
of miftakes, I wrote down my refolution, and read it to a certain great man, 
which was inthe words following. I cannot with honour or confcience vote 
for the peerage bill, it being perfeély againft my judgement. I defire I may 
without difpleafing his majeftye, be abfent from the houfe, while that bill is 
under confideration; not thinking it becoming me to give oppofition, by 
voting or debating againft a bill introduced and carryed on as this has been. 
If this be too great a favour to be allowed me, I am ready, with the moft 
dutiful fubmiffion, and without the leaft relu@lancy, to fuffer any thing which 
I may be thought to deferve, for not being able to perceive the reafonablenefs 
or expedicney of the bill. This 1 read on 17th March, 1718, and defired the 
perfon I read it to, that he would acquaint the king with it. He fcemed 
much out of humour; faid he was forry, nay furprized to find me to have 
taken this refolution; having formerly thought I had been for the bill, but 
promifed to acquaint lord Sunderland with it. Onthe 19th, I went to his houfe, 
and afked him if he had feen his Majefty; lie told me he had not, but fhould 
fee him that day. About an hour after, he called ai my lodging, exprefled 
great kindneffe for me, recommended the Old Whig * to me, and hoped I would! 
be convinced: I gave him no reafon to expeét it, and fo we parted, - From 
that time, I fuppofe it was refolved, he fhould icave town without fo much 
as leiting me know it, much leffe giving me an opportunity of going at the 
time he did; and tho’ I knew that he was preparing for Ireland, yet he never 
mentioned it to me, till after his footmen had tatked with mine, of the day they 
meent to be ready. 

I knew the meaning was, to try whether I would not ftand it; and refolved 
not enly to have fiaid in town, but to have been at the debate, and to have voted 
as my judgment led me: foon after his going out of town, I had a vifit from 
lord Sunderland, by whom [ was preffed on the fame fubjett, but 1 continued 


firm; and after fome expreffions of concern (with a good deal of warmth) we 
parted; 
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parted: and foon after, I was told, I might prepare for Ireland, without Joffe 
of time, &c. At this time, it was not determined to drop the bill in the lords 
houfe, without fending it down to the commons. Hence arofe the cbolnefs of 
a certain perfon towards me, infomuch, that when I landed in Ireland, I 
found he had taken other people entirely into his bofom; and I alfo found, 
that fome meafures which they had refolved upon, about pufhing the matter in 
favour of the diffenters, were fo unpalatable, that they would prevent doing 
as much for them, as might have been attained, if no wrong fteps had been 
taken at his firft landing: but it had obtained (I fuppofe, from the great fa~ 
vour and intimacy a certain perfon was taken into) that an cntire repeal of 
the teft was intended; and this had taken fo deep a root before I came over, 
that it was impoffible to get people free from engagements they had mutually 
entered into, to go thus far and no farther; and to convince the world they were 
not under the dire€tion of one man. Notwithftanding the countenance I -faw 
given to one perfon, and the court paid by all the attendants of a great man 
to him, I went on in my conftant courfe of carrying on the public affairs in 
the eafyeft and beft manner; and by doing every thing that could be done, 
and affuring him, that the imaginary fears with which he had been poffefled, 
would come to nothing; and fhewing him from time to time, that what I had 
faid, had come to paffe; as on the contrary, what they had fuggefted, never did; 
I brought him to fee, that I fincerely wifhed him well, and ferved him effec- 
tually; fo that I think he had entirely good wifhes toward me, till toward the 
end of the feflion; I mean, till after he returned from a certain place, during 
the receffe; when I receiv’d your letter from Newmarket, which I commu- 
nicated to’him, and told him I was forry to find, that every body as well as I, 
obferved in him a coolneffe toward me, in comparifon of the favourite. He 
faid, I was ill ufed by him who wrote the letter, who he believed muft be Mr. 
C’s.* friends; profefled great kindneffe, &c. but when fo fenceleffe an objec- 


' tion as my being againft the popery bill, is made the foundation of refentment, 


I muft think otherwife. In fhort, I was again urged (by order) whether I 
fhould have leave given me to attend the feflion of parliament, and told the 
bill would again com? in: I faid, 1 had rather remain here, then go over and 
difoblige (as I certainly fhould) in that particular. From that time, I take it, 
the fixed and grounded diftafte is taken. This is written for your own 
fatisfaQlion, . . 3 


LORD 
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LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETQN TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Duke of Bolton to be fucceeded im the lord lieutenancy by the duke of Graf. 

ton.—Hints that he fhall be deprived of the feals, from the rcfeniment of 

lord Sunderland. 

DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, June 12, 1720, 
ESTERDAY I had a letter from the duke of Bolton, of the feventh, by Middleton 
which I find he is to be out, tho’ he will not underftand foc entirely ; Vapers. 

but I take it for granted, our next pacquets will bring authentick accounts of 
the duke of Grafton being declared. In the poftfcript, he tells me, that he be~ 
lieves Ifhall partake of his fate; and indeed, I little doubted being removed, 
as foon as it was found to be convenient to their affairs. He* whofe nofc burft * Lord Sune 
out bleeding, on my utterly refufing to he for the peerage bill, hath refent- peunas 
ment enough mixed with his paffion for that bill to feek the ruine of all 
who oppofed it; and there is no with{tanding the current of his prefent power. 
I believe too, your riding refty this feffion, hath increafed the weight of my 
fins, I am preparing for quitting all thoughts of Dublin or public affairs, 
during my life; and believe, I fhall4ind more happinefs and peace in a pri- 
vate retirement att Peperhara,* then I fhould ever have met with, if my zcal * Hiscountry’ 
for his majefty’s fervice had mett better returns from fome who ferve him, saps arty 
then they have done: but you and I have not Icarned to be fervilc enough, 
or to bring every body elfe into a neceffity of dancing after the p'pe of one 
fett of men, Farewell. Tho’ my fortune be not great, I fhall be abie ta 
live independant, and yct handfomely. My fervices to all where you are. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Lord Sunderland and the duke of Bolton threaten to deprive him of the 
feals, becaufe he would not vote for the peerage bill.—Is determined not to 
refign.— Fufiifies his condudl in remonftrating againft the mee propofed 
by government. 
DEAR BROTHER, June 26, 17205 
I Thank you for your letter of the one and twenticth, but cannot be of your Middleton 


opinion, in relation to what you fancy will not happen: I have all along Papers. | 
taken 
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taken it for granted, I ‘fhould be removed, from the time I could not promife 
to go into the darling bill; and you may remember, I told you, [had it more then 
hintcd to me by lord S. and the d. of B. what the confequences of perfifting in 
my own fentiments, and not going implicitly into that {cheme, would prove 
tome. It is impoffible for a proud man to forgive being denyed the moft 
unreafonable requeft; and you may be furé, it caufed no little ferment in his 
blood, when it burft out fo plentifully att his nofe, as it did on his finding me 
immoveable after all the foft and rough arguments had been made ule of. But, 
in my opinion, the late order from the lords of the admiraltye, for the yatcht 
to attend immediately at Chefter, to-bring over the lord chief baron Gilbert, 
with his fervants, and equipage, fhews he is to return a greater man then he 
went over: the ufual method hath been to apply here for an order for the 
yatcht, which would have been granted immediately; but this being new, 
makes the thing more taken notice of, and creates the farne opinion, in the 
reft of the town, that it did in me, when captain Lawfon firll fhewed me the 
order. It is pretty odd, if it be determined, that I am to be removed, 
that it is kept fo much a fecret; after its being none that fome people have 
for a good while been preparing the way for doing it. We are not ftrangers 
to the offer made fergeant Pengelly, and the terms of the treaty; nor to the 
fending for fir R. L. to return to London: but there is fomething not yet 
adjufted finally to the fatisfa€tion of the {chemifts. If my good friends 
fancy I will throw up, they fhal find themfelves miftaken; for tho’ I know 
when I am ill ufed, I refolve not tu givé them a handle, for doing what they 
have only wanted a pretence for doing fome time paft. If I confulted 
my own intereft, I know not that man alive whom I would rather have to 
fucceed me, than the perfon who I think will doe foe. 

My honeft endeavours to prevent our lords from doing fome things in the 
laft parliament (for which I cannot but think moft of them are a good deal 
concerned, tho’ they cannot bring their ftomachs to own it) rendered me for 
fometime the butt of the rancour and malice of all who were’ infatuated with 
a notion, that the lords were doing the kingdome fervice; and that thofe who op- 
pofed their proceedings, did it to make their court in England; they and their 
abettors were patriots, thofe who differed from them were betrayers of their 
country; thus I fuffered for fome time in the opinion of weak men, and you 
may be.fure my perfonal enemyes took care to blow the coals. Nay, I was 
fo injurioufly treated, that when the chief baron had: refufed to take any 
notice of an order of the lords here, on an appeal from a decree in the 

exchequer, 
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exchequer, tho’ there was no appeal brought before the lords of Britain, I was Peerage Bit 
faid to have been privy to y, and to have adviled the chief baron to doe foe: : 
tho’ between you and me, I never heard of the thing till after it was done, 
and Mr. Gibbon told the ftory at the chief baron’s table, when the duke of 
Bolton dined there, and I happened to be of the company. I think people 
begin now to think, that they were not {& much to blame, who told them what 
the confequence of their hot proceedings would be, as they were once thought 
to be; and perhaps, it may be now thought they meant better to the kingdome,. 
or faw farther into confequences, then fone of the furious drivers of that ex. 
traordinary proceeding. This is a thing one would with fhould come to paffe, 
as I plainly forefawe it would in a little time: but when that man is made chan- 
cellor, and fits among the lords, who formerly ufed him very cavalierly, I 
cannot but think it will be looked on as the laft indication in how heinous 
a manner his treatment and fome peoplc’s behaviour to him is relifhed in 
England; and their chara€ters muft fall very low, who affured people, that 
they were weary of the thing in England, that it was an hot iron, which they 
refolved to let fall, &c. An archbifhop and a certain vifcount of your ac- 
quaintance, though not your friend or mine, were ever harping on this ftring. 
This ftep, therefore cannot, I think, fail of having this cffeét, that people will 
fee I advifed againft doing thofe things which would never be born in Eng. 
land, but on the contrary, would irritate them to the laft degree, and aed 
honeftly in giving that advice; and had the prudence to judge better of the 
event, then the managers of that hot headed project. I cannot, at the fame time, 
but think this ftep will lay my lord licntenant under a good many unforefeen 
difficultyes: whether an unacceptable man will he able to doc much fervice 
among the lords, I leave you to judge, as well as whether he will be foe; but 
but as to the matter of doing the bulineffe of a fpeaker in the huwfe, or of a 
chancellor, in preparing the bills at the council board, I cannot but think he 
will, by application, make himfelf a mafter of both. We have it here, that 
our parliament is to be diffolved, and a new one called: if this be foc, [ can- 
not dive into the fecret, unlefs it be this, that a certain perfon dcfires to gett 
out of a poft, in which he may forefee more rubbs than he hath yet mett with, 
or can well remove. But I fancy the thing is only conjetture; tho’ Mr, 
Horace Walpocle, I know, hath fent over for a lift of the lords and commons. 
I will not conclude without telling you, that it is given out among the people 
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confided in, that I was at the bottom in promoting the proceedings againft 
the barons: is this fo? if it be, no man on earth,was ever more injurioully 
treated on both fides than I have been. 


Memorandum by lord chancellor Middleton, fhewing, that the chief caufe of 
his difgrace, was derived from his.refufal to vote in favour of the peerage 
bill. Without date, but evidently written between his difmiffion in 1725, 
and his death in 1729. 


[In his own hand-writing, endorfed by himfelf.] 


An account of the manner, in which I have been treated by lord Sunderland, and 


the dukes of Bolton and Grafton, with the caufes of their difpleafure againft 
me. 


ARCHBISHOP Abbott, having received fome yfage, which he thought 

fevere, held it fit, that the reafon of it, might be truly underftood, leaft 
it might fome way turn to the fcandal of his perfon and calling, and therefore 
drew up a declaration or narrative, of the manner of his treatment; but not 
with an intent to communicate it to any, but to let it lic by him privately, 
that things being fet down impartially, whilft they were frefh in his memory, 
he might have recourfe to it, if queftion fhould be made of any thing contained 


‘inthat relation, See Rufhworth’s coll. 


I hope I may be excufed for doing fomething in imitation of that great 
man, in circumftances, which feem to me to have fome likenefs to his, with. 
out the imputation, of having the vanity to bclieve, my fervices to the publicks 
to be any way equal to thofe of that pious and good archbifhop. My years: 
are very near the fame* as his were, when he fell into difgrace. I had fpent 
many of them in places of great fervice; and (as he faith of himfelf) I may 
truly fay of myfelf, for ought I know, untainted in any of my aétions, I 
have been made, as he was, fabula vulgi, tofled upon the tongues of friends 
and foes, of proteftants and papifts, of court and country; but in nothing does 
my cafe: more nearly refemble his, than ‘in his falling under the difpleafure of 
the then duke of Buckingham, who could not endure any man that would 
not depend upon him, ‘and fo ftoop to him, as to become his vaffal. The 
great powee which that minifter and favorite had with his unfortunate and ill 
advifed mafter, inclined him to expe& more fubmiffion to his pleafurc, than 


* Archbifhop Abbot, was fixty-five in 1627, when he felkinto difgrace. 
the 
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the archLifhop thought was due to him, having learned a leffon, to be no Peerage Bill. 
man’s fervant but the king’s. And it was my misfortune to fall into the dif. 77 
favor of a certain minifter, who was believed to have as great credit and power 
with his mafter, as the duke of Buckingham had with his, whofe name, 1 de- _ 
cline to mention, fince it hath pleafed»God to call him out of the world. 
But it will be neceffary to thew, for what reafons, and by what fteps, that 
great man was induced to treat me in de manner he did, for fome time be- 
fore his death. 

Upon his prefent majefty’s acceffion to the throne, he was pleafed to en- 
tertain a very good opinion of me, as having in an eminent manner, efpoufed 
and ferved the intereits of king George, in the life of the late queen, parti- 
cularly in the parliament held in 1713, under the duke of Shrewlbury, by 
ftanding to be fpeaker, in oppofition to the court, miniftry, tories, jacobites, and 
all people in employment. What effc& that feffion of parliament had on the 
Englifh councils, was vifible in the fucceeding feffion of the Britith parlia- 
ment; at which time, it was generally believed, the court intended to have 
brought in a bill to empower the queen to have appointed her fucceffar by 
will; but the vigorous proceedings of the Irifh parliament in favor of the 
. proteftant fucceffion, caft fuch a damp on their proje€t, that the feffion opened — 
with declarations, upon every occafion, in the houfe of commons, of firmly 
adhering to the fucceflion, as fettled in the proteftant line; and I am pere 
fuaded, that if his majefty had been fully apprized with what zeal and affcétion 
I ferved him at that time, it would not have been in the power of any minilter 
to have procured my difgrace, which afterwards happened. It is now time 
to fhew what were the inducements which made lord Sunderland, from being 
my friend (for I think it was to his recommendation, I owed being made 
chancellor of Ireland) to become fo bitter an enemy to me as he afterwarde 
proved. 


1720, 


The occafion of lord Sunderland's refentment. 


In the feffion of the Britifh parliament in the year 1718, a fcheme was 
formed, to bring in a bill to reftrain the number of peers in Great Britain, 
which bill had two views; one was to gratify fome great lords of North Britain, 
by turning their ele@ive feats in parliament into hereditary ones; the other 
was to reftrain the prince, when he fhould come to the crown, from creating 
lords. 

The duke of Bolton was at that time lord fieutenant of Ireland, and {poke 
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Period 11. to me in the cnd of February 1718, that fuch a thing was in agitation, and 


1714 to 1720. 
Se) 


3720, 


endeavoured to explain it to me, and to convince me of the reafonablenefs of 
it; but either had not at that time the refolutions which the lords intended to 
come to. in that affair, or elfe did not think fit to communicate them to me. 
He was very warm for my going into it, as a thing much for the good of the 
publick, and feemed to admire a whig’s being of another mind, after the quecn 
had created thofe twelve lords at onetime. At that time, I did not in any fort 
relifh the fcheme, but refrained expreffing myfelf, with any warmth or bit- 


ternefs againft it. 


I waited on his grace again, after the lords had come to the refolutions in 
that matter, which the houfe did come to, and was then again attacked by him 
with an air of confidence, of his making me a friend to the bill, which, I fup- 
pofe, proceeded from my not having declared myfelf with zeal againft it, on 
the firft mentioning it. He then began to ufe arguments to incline my judge- 
ment, which not making any impreffion on me, I told him my mind in plain 
terms, that I thought the bill was a very dangerous and pernicious one to the 
conftitution, and that it would not pafs, at leaft that it would not have my con- 
currence; at which he fecmed a little ftartled, and by his manner, I conceived, 
that he had fo good an opinion of his intercft in me, or fo ill an one of my re= — 
folution as to my voting in parliament, that he concluded, I fhould not be 
againft what he fo warmly recommended, efpecially when he told me that the 
king had been acquainted with it, and that the miniftry thought it to be much 
for the good of the kingdom; and that if the bill fhould not fucceed, the con- 
fequence would be of neceffity, the alteration of a whiggifh into a tory mi- 
viftry. I could not‘fee any fuch confequence of the throwing the bill out, 
and declared myfelf determined not to vote for it; but that I fhould not be 
under any obligation to give any vote at all in it, if his grace went foon into 
Ireland, and I attended him over. I expreffed mylelf nat fond of fpeaking or 
voting againft a bill, which I was told the king and miniftry had fo much at 
heart, as probably I fhould do, if I fhould happen to be in the houfe, when the 
bill came before the commons, The furprize and concern the duke ex- 
prefled on this occalion, induce me to believe, that he had the weaknefs to 
have engaged to the miniftry, that I would bé for the bill, on no better 
grounds, than my filence, when he firft moved the thing, or the’ intereft he 
thought he had in me, to influence my vote in parliaments 


MEMOIRS 


ee 


MEM OIR § 


or 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


TS 


Original Corre/pondence and authentic Papers. 





PERIOD THE THIRD. 


From the South Sea Act to the Death of George the Firft. 
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Corre/pondence and Papers principally relating to the South Sea AG. 
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THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON, 


Endorfed in the hand of lord Middicton, “ Brother Brodrick about the 
{cheme for the South Sea company to pay the publick debts.” 


Debate on the firft propofal of the South Sea company.—Brodrick and Wal. 
pole [ocak in favour of a competition, which is carricd.—Reports about 
the ceffion of Gibraltar, and a bill in favour of the Roman Catholtcs. 
: anh. 24, 
FRIDAY (the day of great expe€lation) the chancellor of the seieaieh Period Uf. 
in pretty gencral terms, opened the South Sca company’s fcheme, of a 1720104727 
propofall for putting the national debt in fuch a way of payment, as might ef- 1720. 


fet it in the fhorielt time poflible: this he gave us to underfland, would 
. . bee 
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bee 25 years; but Mr. Letchmere, in the fubfequent part of the debate, eiked 
itt out td 26 years. After Mr. Aiflaby had {pent above an hour in his harrangue, 
the fecretary gott up, congratulated him upon the ciear and perfeélly intel- 
ligible light he had putt the matter in, and the natioa on the profpett they 
had hereby of finding themfclves out of debt fooner than was generally ex~ 
peéted; concluding, that noe other regular motion could be made, than that 
the chairman fhould report our having made fome progreffe, and defiring 
leave to fitt againe; for that he tooke for granted, every geutleman’s being 
ready and willing to receive a propofall from the South Sea company, upon 
the foot of what had been foe well opened. A profound filence enfued for a 
full quarter of an hour; every body expeéting who would firlt rife; when the 
fecretary getting up to make his motion in form, I rofe, and was pointed to. 
I readily agrecd with the two gentlemen who had fpoake, that till the nationall 
debt was difcharged, or att leaft ina fair way of being foe, we were not to 
expeét making that figure wee formerly had. I fayd, 1 could goe farther, 
making ufe of the expreffion of a gentleman (Mr. Hutchyfon) whoe told us 
in a former feffion, that till this was done, wee could not (properly {peaking) 
call ourfelves a nation; that therefore every {cheme or propofal tending there- 
to, ought to be received and confidered. But that the occafion of my now 
fpeaking was, that the firft gentleman who fpoake, feemed to mee to rccom~ 
mend the fcheme nott onely in oppofition, but even exclufively of all others; 
arid that the next had chimed in with him; that I hoped, in order to make the 
beft bargaine weé could, every other company, nay any other fociety of men 
might bee att as full liberty to make propofals as the South Sea company, 
firce every gentleman mult agree, this to be the likclyeft way to make a good 
bargain for the publique. 

Our great men lookt as if thundeiftruck, and one of them in particular, 
turned as pale as my cravate. Uppon this enfued a debate of above two hours. 
Our minifters {as they might in a committee) [poake again and again ; for 
their auxiliarys proved faint hearted. Mr. Aiflaby, in heat, ufed this un- 
guarded expreflion; Things of this nature mutt ‘bee carnied on with a fprritt; 
to which fir Jofeph fekill, with a ‘good deal of warmth, tooke very juft ex- 
ception; This /prritt, fayes hee, is what has undone the nation; our bufinefle 
is to confider thoroughly, deliberate calmly, and judge of the whole uppon 
reafon, nott with the /p:ritt mentioned, Mr. Aillaby defired to explaine; 
fayd hee only meant that creditt was to bee foe fupported; which caufed fome 
{miling. Mr. Walpole applauded the defigne, and agreed in general to the 

reafon~ 
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reafonableneffe of the fcheme, wherein however fomething wanted amend- South Sea. 
ment, and others (although but few) were unrealonable; but concluded Se 
A7AD 

ftrongly for hearing all, as indeed every body did, three or four onely excepted, 

Mr. Lechmere anfwer’d him but little, God woti, to the matter in hand; for 

quitting that, he fell into invettives againtt Walpole’s former fcheme, giving 

great preferences to this. The town fays, the bargaine with the South Sea 

company was agreed att his chambers, between Mr. Aiflaby, fir George Caf. 

well, and three or four other South Sea-men; fince which, they fay Mr. Aiflaby 

has bought 27,0001. ftock. 

‘We often obferve how far paffion carrys men beyond reafon, and certainly 
intereft has generally the fame efte€t; for Walpole being irritated, rofe again, and 
began with fhewing, by papers in his hand, how very unfairly Letchmere had 
reprefented faéts, then proceeded to fhew his fallacious way of reafoning, and 
concluded with going more particularly into the fcheme, which in feverall ma- 
teriall parts he expofed fufhiciently. Letchmere rofe up, butt he took time 
to confider, whilft another had {poke, in order to reply; but this was prevented 
by the whole committce rifing att once, and gving into the floor; the chair-” 

man tore his throat with. to order, hear your member,”’ butt all to no pure 
pofe, other then to mortifie Letchmere, by the members crying out, “wee have 

heard him long enough.” If they were nott infatuated, the fpecimen given: 
them the preceding day, might have taught them; when a bill, impowering the 
committee (in a former a€t, for finding out the longitude) to give 2,ocal. to: 
fuch perfon as they fhould judge to have made a good progrefs therein, al~ 
though reduced to noe certainty; the reafonablenefle whereof, was in a very 
long fett fpeech preft by Mr. Hambden, to whieh little more was anfwer 

ed then, that this was not time to f{quander away publique money upon projc@s 3 

(butt the truth is, *twas gencrally under{ftood to be a job) and therefore cun+ 

cluded againft paffing the bill. The miniftry marcht out at the hcad of 36 yeas, and 

Jef within 192 noes. Whether the banke will make a propofall (as is generally 

expedied) I know nott; butt am very well fatished, many a fair pound will be 

faved to the publique, even by the very propofal the South Sea company will 

make. For this affair is in a very different fituation from what they expefted 

upon concerting without doors, and confequently a great many will fail in theis 

hopes; for when the bargain will not bear itt, they muft be quiett. 

The motion-for an addrefs relating to Gibraltar, which I inentioned in the 
former part. of this letter, taking wind, has hitherto been delay’d upon af- 
furances given by the iiniftry to members from man to man, that nothing of 

that 
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-that kind fhould be done; notwithftanding which, I have very good reafon to 
“believe, that att this very moment, itt is ufider confideration; but 1 thinke 
they will not be hardy enough to dare doe the thing, and yett if another 
whifper be. true, noe man can tell what lengths they may goe. That the in- 
tereft of the Roman catholicks of this kingdom, fhould be efpoufed by fome 
of our moft confiderable, allyes, is ‘nott to be wondered att, butt that they 
fhould thinke of obtaining, what in humane probability, wou’d in leffe than 
an age, eftablifh that religion here, is furcly monfirous, I will nott give my- 
felf. leave to mention the four particulars fayd to be infifted uppon, much leffe 
can I bring myfelfe to believe, that any expetiation of fucceffe fhauld’ be 
given them. God deliver us, if itt be the cafe, butt no more on fuch a 
fubjed. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


Competition between the bank and South Sea company, whofe propofal*is ac- 
cepled.—Benefits derived from the competition. 


(Feb. 2, 1719-20.) YESTERDAY, the committee of the whole houfe, 
came to a refolution to accept the South Sea propofal, which is to be re~ 
ported (and will be agreed to) this day. That you may comprehend how this. 
affair has beefi managed, I’le give you a fhort detaile of the whole. You 
“know by my former letters, that Mr. Aiflabie, when hee opened the fcheme, 
concluded, that they would offer three millions to the publique, towards 
payment of the nationall debt, applauded their candour, in going the greateft 
length the thing could beare, and concluded with the great -benefitt to the 
nation. The South Sea company forefeeing, that the houfe were refolved 
to hear every propofall, that any other company fhould make; became 
fenfible, that the banke would bee able to offer a much better, and therefore, 
in that which they delivered in writing, advanced half a million, when att the 
fame time, the banke outbid them full two millions; this putt them under a ne- 
ceffity to defire they might amend their propofall, which was eafily granted, the 
generality of the houfe, being for making the beft bargaine for the publique. 
Yeflerdey, they gave a fecond propofal in writing, by which they made the 
three millions and a half (which they formerly bid) four millions, payable, by . 
four quarterly ‘payments. This they were to pay in all events; they further 
offered, that inftead of three year’s purchafe, “which the banke had propofed to 
pay, out of the long termes (which for diftinétion, wee call the irredeemable 
funds} 
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funds) they were re willing to pay four years and a haifs purchafe, which (uppon South Sea, 


fuppofition the whole fhould bee taken in) does amount to above three mil- — 
lions more, and to fhew that they would truly endeavour doing foe, they fub.. 


_ mitted to pay one year’s purchafe certaine, in the nature of a nomine pene, 
which .one year’s purchafe amounts to above fix hutdred fixty od thoufand 
pounds, They had by their firft propotal, demanded a continuance of the 
prefent intereR of five per cent. for feven years, when the whole was to be 
reduced to four; which by this propofal, they reduce to four years, the banke 
having in their propofal, offered the fame; the faving uppon this head, 
amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds yearly; and laftly, they propofe to 
circulate, two millions of exchequer bills, for the terme of four yeares, gratis; 
the faving uppon this head, is fifty thoufand pounds. Uponthe whole, inftead 
of three millions, ‘which they firft offered, they are now to pay, above five 


" certaine, to which is to be added, the continggncy of two millions and a halfe 


more, ‘uppon their purchafing i in the long termes, which ’tis their intereft to 
doe, and confequently they will. Whoever had heard how highly the firft 
{cheme was applauded, how earneftly recommended for our acceptance, and 
how very near itt was tg bee foe, would ftand amafed, that ever the publique (in 
any inftance) fhould be foe fortunate, as tomore than double the fumme intended 
for them; butt thus itt has for once happened. ’Tis nott vanity in mce to fay, 
that this is due to my motion; becaufe, even thofe whoe I am {ure wifh mee ill, 
are pleafed to congratulate mee (from the teeth outward) uppon the very vaft 
advantange accruing to the publique thereby. 1 will nott-fay the firfl {cheme 
was formed in order to any particular fett of men finding their account in the 


acceptance of itt; but am fure’tis plaine as the fun, there was roomé enough . 


for their doing foe. The calculators fhew, that by the fir {chemc, the na~ 
tional debt would have been difcharged in twenty-cight years, and even this 
profpe& pleafed people; butt ’tis now demonftrable ’twill bee done in leffe 


_then cighteen. 


WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 


Rejoices at the reconcihation between the king and prince of Wales.—Secrecy 


with which it was condutted.—Propofes to put up a member for Wefiminfler. 
—Pro/perous fituation of public affairs. 
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DEAR COUSIN, : London, May 9, 19206 
Can make you no excufe for not anfwering yours of near two months ago, 
before this time, but I hope you will forgive me, if 1 own the truth, and 


_ Pulteney tell you, that I am a moft intollerable lazy correfpondent. The good news 


'» Papers, 


which has lately happen’d, of the reconciliation between the king and prince 
was as furprifing as it was fatisfa€tory and agreeable to every body; I dare 
fay the French embaffador had not the leaft hand in it, nay, I am fully con 
vinced, that till the morning the prince went to St. James’s, he knew nothing 
of it; nor do I believe ten men in all England did. The confequences of 
this happy event, muft be very advantagéaus to the caufe, you and I have 


‘always withed well to; among others, I think it impoffible to fail of a whigg 


parliament, whenever the king pleafes to call a new one., You may depend 
upon it, that I will take care of you; and if it fhould happen, that there fhould 
be a vacancy at Hendon, before a new parliament, you fhall certainly be 
brought in, if not, ’tis not a great while you have to wait. } have been think- 
ing, it would be right for fome one of our family to ftand for Weftminfter, to 
revive the ftrongeft intereft that ever was known in any place. The intereft 
which the name alone would carry, joyned with the cftates my uncle and I 
have in it, would certainly carry it for any one of the family, we fhould agree 
in fetting up. But this is a diftant confideration, and we fhall have time 


enough to think of it, when you return, which I hope will be foon, fince you 


Yo earnefily defire it. 

I can fend you no news, that you have not from much better hands; but I 
hear juft now, that Lechmere is ditmiffed from the employment of attorney 
generall, and Raymond putt in his place. I hope and doubt not, but the 
king’s affairs will go on very profperoufly, both at home and abroad. I am 
fure I fhall very heartily contribute my fmall endeavours to make them do fo, 
and 1 am fatisfied, I cannot in any thing do him more fervice, than in | bringing 
you into parliament. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 


The fquadron muft not be laid up—A new fubfeription for fmelting copper.— 
‘Lord We efimoreland at the head of it; and the prince of Wales the go. 

— vernor.—South Sea company purpofe, it is faid, to declare a dividend of 
Go per cent.— Hopes that his journey to Berlin will be Succefs sful. 


.'h 
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MY LORD, Whitehall, July B, rys0. 

FAIS letter, which comes by the poft, ferves only to enclofe one which you 

will be very well pleas’d with, from colonel Armftrong. ~Upon this oc+ 
cafion, I beg leave to obferve to your lordthip, that by the papers, which the 
lords of the admiralty laid before the Jords juftices, it appears that there are 
with this new fquadron, which we are fitting out, five and twenty thouland 
men, or thereabouts, in pay for this year, whereas thirteert thoufand five 
hundred only, is the quota granted by parliament. Your lordthip knows, 
that this fquadron was fitted out by his majefty’s particular order, fignified by 
me to the lords of the admiralty; and therefore I do conceive it will not be 
proper for the lords juftices to lay it up, nor is it very well pratlicable; fince, 
they know no more, but that it is defigned for Port Mahon, a difpofition which 
they can allege no reafon, nor any body to them for altering. Lord Sun- 
derland goes to-morrow to Tottridge for a week; the duke of Roxburgh is 
gone ‘into Scotland; the dukes of Devonfhire and Bolton will foon be going 
into the country; but ftill I hope we fhall never want a quorum to carry on 
the neceflary bufineffe twice a week. 

There is a new fubfcription going on for what they call {melting of copper, 
which I take to be refining of it; they pretend a patent, which excepts them 
from the bubbles, deftroyed by the laft aét of parliament; and have the opi- 
nions of fome eminent lawyers, that notwithftanding that law, they may a& 
legally under it. My. lord Weftmoreland was at the head of this under~ 
taking; but his lordfhip, and the perfons engaged with him, having repre. 
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fented to his royal highneffe the ufefulneffe of it, he has done them the ho-. 


nour to accept of being their governour. I have met to day with a report, 
as if the South Sea company intended to declare a dividend at 60 per cent, 
for one and twenty years; butas I have it not from any of the dire€tors them. 
felves, I do not give it to your lordfhip for a certain truth. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE, 


Congratulates him on the peace between Sweden and Denmark.—Walpole and 
the fneaker ineffettually endeavour to prevent the prince from being goper~ 
nor of the copper company. 

MY-DEAR LORD, Cock-Pit, July 12, 3790. 
Have receiv’d the favour of your private one of the 1ft inft, and heartily 


" ejoice with you on the conclufion of the peace between Sweden and 
Babe Denmark, 


Stanhope 
Papers, 


P rivates 
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Pibckies IH. Denmark. 1 hope one good effeét of your lordfhip’s-journey to Berlin, will 
Comes be to infpire his Pruffian majefty with a little more vigour againft the czar. 


“720. 


Pulteney 
Papers. 


If the affairs of religion are not finifh’d, I hope you will draw this ufe from 
the delay of ’em, to keep lord Cadogan at Vienna, till they are finifhed. You 
will by this poft receive more proofs, of that fcoundrel Beretti Landis’ good - 
intentions: I wifh it prove true, that Monteleone will be prefident of 
Caftille; I thmk he will be difpofed to cultivate a good underftanding be- 
tween the two kingdoms. You will alfo fee another note from Armftrong, 
that fhews all my lord Stair’s fears were not grounded; but on the other hand, 
does not your lordfhip think, fir Robert Sutton has thrown himfelf a corps 
perdu into Mr. Law; I hope in God that Carteret will goe to the congrefs, 
Mr. John Chetwynde has offer’d me his fervices this morning to that effet. 


Which ever refolution the king takes about Gibraltar, I hope he will not yield 


tO the manner in which the court of Spain puts that matter. 
The fpeaker and Mr. Walpole could not diffuade the prince from ‘being 


governor of this copper company, tho’ they told him he would be profecuted, 


mention’d in parliament, and cry’d in the alley, upon the foot of Onflow’s in- 
furance, Chetwynde’s bubble, prince of Wales’ bubble, &c. he has already 
got 40,0001. by it. The South Sea company open a fubfcription on Thurf- 
day, for what they call the redeemable annuity’s. Don’t you begin to think 
of fupporting the regent? he feems to want it; might not my lord Carteret go 


through France in his way to England, where I take it for granted, his family 


and his private affairs will call him? I have fecured Squerries, and fhall 


‘have the pleafure of being your lordfhip’s neighbour in Kent; a reafon that 


has made the purchafe much more valuable tome. I don’t hear of Schaub 
upon the road, I believe your lordfhip would be glad to have ‘him with you; 
1 fee by Mr. Whitworth, that he does nothing yet in that great affair of the 
penfionary; I leave it to your lordfhip to inftruét Stanyan what to doe, and 
how much money to give at the Ottoman Port. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 
| About fubforiptions for. the South Sea flock. 


(July 14, 1720.) IF you had been defirous to be in any of thefe fub- 
Scriptions, which have proved fo very advantageous, I would have pro- 
cured you fome fhare in them, and I will remember it henceforward, now I 
know your mind. But upon my word, I have not, and I believe, nobody elfe 

. has 
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has put down any friends name, without their confent, for the fuccefs of thefe South Bea. 


things has been. uncertain. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 


Rage for South Sea fubfcriptions.—Walpole and others dine with lord Sundera 
land.—Strange conduét of the duke and duche/s of Marlborough. 
MY DEAR LORD, Cockpit, July 1$, 1720, 
OU’L find, that I have but little to trouble you with this poft: Mr. de 

; la Faye’s letter: and the minutes of the juftices, tell your lordfhip all 
the common occurrences, and I have nothing to add of a more private na- 
ture. I have had affurance enough, to move-in councill, that the new at. 
tempt to evade the laft law, by trumping up thefe old charters for {melting 
copper, may be profecuted, and the methods are now under confideration. 
To-morrow, I goe to Richmond, where I am afraid my motion will not have 
beén kindly reprefented; for my lord Weftmoreland, who engaged the prince 
to accept this governorfhip, was prefent. 

It is impoffible to tcll you, what a rage prevails here for South Sea fub- 
{criptions at any price. The crowd of thofe that poffefs the. redeemable an. 
nuitys is fo great, that the bank, who are obliged to take them in, .has been 
forced to fet tables with clerks in the ftreets. There dincd yefterday at lord 


Sunderland’s, the dukes of Devonfhire and Newcaftle, lord Carlifle, lord | 


Townthend, lord Lumley, the fpeaker, Walpole, and I, and we got fgme very 
drunk, and others very merry. Lord Falmouth, whom the publick have 
malicioufly nicknamed lord Foulmouth, bows very low and gravely to us all, 
and feems to be in a great quandary. Would you believe, that the duke of 
Marlborough, at a vifit he and his good duchefs made at Richmond, told the 
prince, he was afhamed to fee his royal highnefs in fuch a country houfe, like 
a private gentleman, while fuch an infignificant creature as the duke of Marl- 
borough was playing the king; that he had out of decency attended the lords 
juftices onc» at the firft fummons, but that he would return no more. Lat 
Saturday, when I was at that court, I obferved, that the prince talked of the 
perfect ftate of his grace’s underftanding; but Mr. Walpolc told me afterwards, 
thas his royal highnefs had trufted him with this fecret. You'l underftand 
this matter better, when you refle& on the abufive language, which my lady 
duchefs beftows every day moft plentifully upon us. Here is a French refugee of- 
ficer returned from France, who confirms Armitrong’s laft account, that they are 

reducing 
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_Epcied BT. reducing 10 men per company, and 5 per troop in France. I want to learn 
“adanapllet your lordfhip’s thoughts upon thofe affairs, and what part the king will take 


~ 


3720. 


in them; here is no new body dead, or to be married fince I laft wrote to you, 


and confequently no more for me to fay, but that I am ever, my dear lord, | 


_ yours, &c. 


Middleton 
Papers. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 
Fate of the South Sea flock.—Great loffes.—General confternation. 


(September 13, 1720.) I came (as I told you I would) to towne, in order 
to -adjuft the matter of your lottery ticketts, purfuant to the advertifement 
from the ‘South Sea company. Yefterday was the day appointed, butt (as 
is cuftomary with them): they have putt itt of, and thofe concerned.sare 
to wait their leifure, and take fuch fatisfaQion as they thinke fitt to give. 
Wee made. them kings, and they deal with every body as fuch; thofe whoe 


fubmit and fybfcribe are at their mercy; thofe whoe doe nott, are to be oppreft 


in fuch manner, as fhall make what is due to them of little ufe; and all this, I 
fuppofe, they are to be fupported in, having engaged the houfe of commons foe 
far in their intereft, by wayes obvious to every body, that I thinke the nation 
will bee. to beare fuch part of the loffe fuftained by private perfons, as the 
company fhall thinke fitt; whilft the gaine obtain’d by fraude and villanous 
ptaRtices, is to curne to their advantage. I forefaw this from the beginning, 
and have: as many witneffes of itt, as perfons I converft with; but I owne, 
L thought they would have carryed on the cheat fomewhat longer.. Various 
are the conje@tures why they fuffered the cloud to breake foe early, I made 
noe doubt butt *twould doe foe when they found itt for their advantage, which 
nott being the cafe juft att this time, fome other reafon muft bee found; and 
the true one I take to bee, ftretching creditt foe far beyond what *twould beare, 
that {peclé proves deficient for fupporting itt, by circulating paper. It is ob- 
fervable, that many of their ‘moft -confiderable men, with their faft freinds, the 
tories, jacobites, and papifts (for thefe they have all ‘along hugged) have drawne 
out, fecuring themfelves by the loffes of the deluded thoughtleffe numbers, 
whofe underftandings were over-ruled by avarice, and hopes of making moun. 


tains of mole hills. ‘Thoufands of familyes will be reduced to beggery, what 


the confequences of that will bee, time muft fhew; I know what I thought 
from the beginning, and feare ’tis very near att hand... The confternation is in 
expreffible, the rage beyond expreffion, and the cafe fo defperate, that I.doe 

‘ : nott 
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nott fee any plan or fcheme, fo much as thought off for averting the blow, foe 
that I can’t pretend to guefle a att what is next to bee done. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD ‘CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


Diftrefs of the South Sea company.—Regorts about a diffolution of parliament, 
Jeem to be unfounded.—THis opinion of the inflability of the South Sea Scheme 
jufiified by the event.—Lord Sunderland duped by the diretlors. 


(Sept. 27, 1720.) THE company have yett come to noe determination, for 
they are in fuch a wood, that they know nott which way to turne; butt ’tis 
given out (I fuppofe by dire@ion) that they will lower the price of the third 
and fourth fub{criptions, and offer more reafonable termes to the redeemables, 
leaging to their option the acceptance, or returne of their {everall fecurityes, 
thefe to remain on the foote they are, till difcharged by payment in mony ; 
noe daubt att firft they intended nothing leffe, butt as Mr. Budgell told them 
in the generall court, fince the mountain would nott come to Mahomet, hee 
muft goe to the’ mountaines You mifunderftood mee in thinking, I-expeéted 
a fpeedy diffolution: that had been confidered and lay’d afidg, notwithftanding 
which, as earneft application was every where making, as if eleGlions were to 
begin within a month, this was begun by the South Sca-men, and great fumes 
have they already fpent, butt, if I miftake not, they will mect with more dif. 


te 
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Keener 


17208. 


Middletom _ 
Papers. 


appointments, then they expeéted; for by feveral gentlemen, lately come to — 


towne, I perceive the very name of a South Sea-man, growes abominable in 
every country. 

Your remark is very juft, that if this great Leviathan intended to have been 
direftors of the whole national affairs, as well as of the company doe fall, 
itt will neceffarily occafion, fuch a convulfion, as noe honeft maw defires ; 
but I think there remains a middle way between the two ‘extremes, by fup- 
porting their credit, as far as in reafon itt ought to bee fupported, diftinguifh- 
ing between what ought properly to bee call’d creditt, and chimericall calcu~ 
lations, and the one is certainly pra€ticable, without running iato the other, 
A great many goldfmiths are already gone of, and more will daily. I queftion 
‘whether one third, nay a fourth can Rand itt; the caufe of which, is.this, thofe 
whoe had either originally, or by buying with mony goct by taking differences, 
run into pretty confiderable quantityes of ftock, nott being therewith content, 
butt refolvitig to fitt down with nothing leffe then hundred thoufands, in order 


to obtaine which, gave vaft premiums to the gold{miths for mony, pawning 
their 
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their flock, fome att four, others-att five and fix hundred, this being ee 
aippon as good as land fecurity: the money thus lent by the goldfmiths was in 
cafh notes, which whilft paper had creditt, anfwered the end as well as fpecie; 
butt affuon as a run was uppon them, they found (by reafon of the flocks 
finking) their pledges would nott produce cafh to anfwer their notes, and thus 
one after another arc they every day going of. 

From the very beginning, I founded my judgment of the whole affair 
uppon this unqueftionable maxim, that ten millions (which is more then our 
running cafh) would not circulate two bundred millions, beyond which our 
paper creditt extended; that therefore, when ever that fhould become doubt- 
full, bee the caufe what itt would, our noble flate machine muft inevitably fall 
to the ground, or att beft bee brought within foe much a narrower com~ 
paffe then what was projeéted, that our moft fanguine people would “find 
nothing more appofitely expreffive of their vain hopes then 


Parturiunt montes, nafcetur ridgculus mus. 


1 endeavoured, with an honeft and friendly intention, to perfuade as 
many of my friends as I converfed with, to fecure the main chance, and nott 
dip (at leaft) out of their depth, in cafe they fhould relolve to goe with the 
current. Some few were prevailed uppon by fuch arguments as J thought well 
founded, whofe hearty thanks and acknowledgments I have receiv’d; butt the 
far greater part concluding (as I muft own I did) that the thing would have” 
Been carryed on for fome lenger time, have on this fuppofition, run them- 
felves aground, which they dearly repent: into this they were generally lead by 
aflurances from the gent. whofe nofe bled, and whoe himlelfe was certainly 
duped by the honeft dire€tors from whom hee receiv’d information, whilft they 
were all the time (underhand) felling out as faft as they could. That he was 
duped, I thinke paft doubt, from his having by his influence, brought all his 
particular friends, and even his owne family and neareft relations, foe far into 
the mire, as that few of them will, during their lives, furmount the loffe, othets 
of them are {pe totally undone, as to bee beyond poflibillity of retrieving itt. 
Poffibly, before the end of next feffion, I may bee called a South Sea-man, 
for I fhall nott join with thofe whofe loffes have foe far exafperated them, as 
to bee defirous, out of revenge, to run into extremes, which may endanger the 
ation. Farewell. 
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Frequent bankruptcies—Hints at a fcheme for ingrafiing part of the South fecretary ax 
Sea flock into the bank and Eaft India company.— Public anxioufly ex- Ware 


pects the affiftance of Walpole. 


(O@tober 11, 1720.) WE have two polts juft come in from Holland, but 
know not any news by them. One houfe in Holland is broke, with whom 
fir J. Beck had great tranfaétions, what effeét it will have upon him, ‘is not yet 
knowne. Several merchants are broke, and we expeét more every day; and 
till it appeares, who can fland this ftorme bothhere and in Holland, the bank 
cannot open anydifcount, not knowing who to truft, South Sea is about 240, 
and nobody in a condition to help it. 

When I waited on lord Townfhend, he was pleafed to talk with me on what 
could or ought to be done for the company. I mentioned a thought of mine, 
that would be beft for the intereft of the nation, if inflead of adding more to 
the company, their capital was divided amongft the three great bodyes, the 
bank, the South Sea,’ and India companyes; thereby making them more 
equall, but upon feparate interefts, as checks on one another, and confe- 
quently leffe powerfull and leffe dangerous to the ftate. He was pleafed with 
the thoughte, and commanded me to confider how it might be practicable. 
I promifed him to doe fo againft your returne to London. I have fince 
thought more clofely of it, and doe believe, though there are difficultyes, yet 
that it is pra€ticable and advifable. When you come to towne, I believe I 
fhall be able to lay a fhort plan of it before you, and fubmitt it to your 
judgement. 

(London, O@ober 13, 1720.) Every body longs for you in town, having 
no hopes from any but yourfelf: though I mutt own, I don’t fee what effcétuai 
help can be given to them, till fome time has worne off people’s fears and dif- 
trufts of one another. 

(November 1, 1720.) They all cry out for you to help them, fo that 
when you come, you will have more difficultys on you, than ever you had. 
For though you are perfe€lly clear of this fad fcheme, yet you will be pro- 
digioufly importuned by all the fufferers to doe more than any man can doe; 
and more than you, in your judgement, would think ought to be done, if it 
could be done. 

VOL. He PART 11, cc WILLIAM 
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Period III. WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 
4720001727. ; . : . 
nnd Many of his friends ruined, but no fufferer himfelf by the fate of the South 
a Sea flock.—Influence of Walpole; has it in his #ower to ruin the South 
Sea company and lord Sunderland.—Good effetts of his interference. 
General diftrefs and defpondency. 
DEAR COUSIN, London, Nov, 29, t720, 
Pulteney J Am perfe€lly afhamed to write to you, having received fo many letters from 


Papers. 


you, without anfwering one of them; but I hope you will forgive me, when 
I affure you, that I have done nothing, nor thought of nothing,. for thefe 
laft two months, but South Sea ftock, and yet I am not myfelf any great 
fufferer by it; but fo many of my acquaintance arc ruined apd undone, that 
T am under as much anxiety and uneafincfs of mind, as if I was fo myfelf. 
*Tis ridiculous to tell you, what a fumme, I might once have been matter of; 
but fince 1 had not difcretion enough to fecure that, ’tis fill fome comfort to 
me, to have putt my affairs into fuch a way, that Jett what will happen, I can 
be no lJoofer by it. The king’s coming, which every body thought would 
have in fome meafure reviv’d the ftock, has from abundance of fimple ltorys, 


.that have been artfully difperfed, rather depreffed it, and within this week, 


- the ftock has been fold at 1201. 


It has been reported, that Mr. Walpole, who has the greateft influence of 
any one over the dire€tors of the bank, has all this while prevented their com- 
plying with the bargain they made with the South Sca company, and that he 
has it now in his power to ruin the South Sea fcheme, and the authors of it 
at once, in,revenge for the trick they formerly ferved him. ‘To tell you the 
plain truth, I do not think there is any very cordial affeétion between the 
minifters and him; but it is fo much the intereft of both of them, to relicve 
mankind from this generall calamity, that I am perfuaded, they muft co-ope- 
rate in all meafures for doing of it, and upon their meeting yeflerday, when 
Mr. Walpole propofed fome things for the South Seca, which was agreed to 
by the minifters, the ttock yott up to 2007. I am fo fenfible of what you 
fay, that foreigners have ftill a very great fumme of money in our ftocks, 
that I proteft to you, I would rather never fee it rife higher than it is, than 
have it raifed for a little while, only by artifices and fecming advantages, 
This would give thofe foreigners an opportunity of withdrawing thcir money ; 
whereas, if it be raifed by folid advantages, and fuch as will fx itat a mo. 

derate 
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derate price, people will be defirous of continuing their money where it is, South Sea, 
with more fecurity, and better intereft, than it can poffibly be any where elfe. aca apeael 
God fend we may not think of following any of your Miffifippi remedys. This pies 
laft ftroke of forcing people to buy ftock, and depofit it for three years, 13 

beyond any of the former contrivances, which Mr. Laws has with fo much are 

bitrary power made ufe of. The ways We muft make ufe of, muft be fuch ag 

are gentle, and will by degrees raife credit, and give a circulation to moncy 

again; this is what muft recover our ftock, and particular people mult retrieve 

their circumftances by frugality, and a juft economy. On fryday next, I 

believe the parliament will meet, tho’ fome people are for putting it off a 

weck; I fear fuch a proceeding, would give a great damp to pcople’s {piritts, 

and make them imagine, nothing could be done for their fafety. If the par- 
liament does meet, I will fend you the king’s fpecch, and the addrefles of 

both houfes, with an account of what was befides done in each; but Mr, 

. Craggs tells me, he does believe, in a very little time, you may be here: I 
heartily wifh you was, becaufc, I am fure it muft be very difagrecble to be 

where you are. It was once reported, that this parliament would be con. 

tinucd, but I find there never was the leaft grounds for it, the king I believe 

~ will call a new one next {ummer, when you may depend upon being chofen at 
Henden. Pray make mine and my wife’s compliments to my coulin, and bee 

lieve me ever yours, 


DRUMMOND TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 


Agreement fettled between ihe bank and South Sea company.—Unton between 
Sunderland and Walpole, raifes the flocks—Many fufferers mentioned 3 
among ft whom are feveral direélors, lord Sunderland, and his friends. 
SIR, , London, November 24, 172056 
HE court is taken up in conferring fome times with the South Sca direc- Pulteney 
tors, and with the bank; the latcr having a condudor, were pritty ftub- Papers. 
burne, and had a {cheme of their own, which they infifted on; but lord Sun- 
derland {aid to his friends, that tho’ they had differ’d in their way of thinking 
in the private conferrence with him at his own houle, yet he parted very good 
friends with them. And common report fays, that a new bank would have 
been propofed, if the old had not been reafonable; and Mr. Walpole fhould 
have faid to his friends, that he had a different proje& from that of lord Sun- 


derland, but that the king having enter’d into that of lord Sunderland’s, he 
, cc 2 would 
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would joyn to fupport it. This happy union brought up the ftock again frony. 
140 to 200 and 210, and it will in all appearance remain aboute 200 till fome- 
thing of the fcheme be known, which cannot be ready foo foon as the par- 
Hiamcnt was to fit; and therefore it was reported, that they were to be pro- 
rogued for 10 days. There are premics given at 250 and 300; but { find 
that few are foo fanguine to think that it will be reiafed above goo, and £ with 
it may not go much hcigher, tho’ if it could be brought to 400, it would fave 
a great many who are deeply engaged; but if brought to 400, -and not fup- 
ported there, a new fall would do very much more harme. Common report 
fays, thae the court defigns to bring it to and fupport it at 300, by fixing a di- 
vidend of 15 per cent. redeemable by parliament; that the debt due by the 
publik to the bank, fhall be paid to the bank by the company in {tock at 300, 
and in like manner to the Eaft India company; that the whole publik debt is 
to confift of 21 million of capitall, bearing 15 per cent. intereft; that national! 
intcreft is to be reduced to three per cent. and that feveral! benefits of trade 
and fifhing are to be given to the company. The direétors of the company 
do own in converfation, that-their treafurer had no orders to lend upon ftock 
above 400 per cent. but he has lent 7oo and upwards to feverall, and very 
great fumms upon fubfcriptions, and that muft become a dead lofs; for there 
is no more to be paid in on the fubfcriptions, as Iam told; and what is paid 
in already, is to be converted into flock. 

~ There are very many and confiderable familys reduced by extravagant 


‘bargains; our friends the Chetwins very deep; lord Launfdale defires the go- 


vernment of the Leeward iflands, and will obtain it; lord Irwing has got Bar- 
bados; it’s faid, that lord Poruand defires Jamaica, which is not thought 
propper, but will get a penfion, for he is very much worfe than nothing. 
The dukes of Wharton and Bolton are great fufferrers; and indeed even the 
South Sea direétors included, hardly one in 20 are gainers, Sir Jultus Beck’s 
debt is 340 thoufand pound, and he cannot pay half a crown in the pound; 

moft whv are undone, are in fuch like flate; but the banke is very eafie, 

neither is there fo much want of fpecies as of credit. The opera is very fine, 

and very full; and the court very rich in forrain filks and velvets; I wifh it 
were in good broad cloath, which would kcep them warmer in this feafon. It 
was reported, that your cuffin Mr. Pulteny, was to fucceed Mr. Aiffeby; but 
I am told, there will be no alterations till the feffion be over; and many do 
think, that this will not be the laft feffion of this parliament, As all lord 


‘ Sunderland’s friends, by fir John Blount’s advice, fold out nothing, his lords 


fhip 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, 197: 


fhip is now glad it is foo, for he would not have profited of the publik cala- South Sea. 
mity; neither lord Stanhope, Argyll, nor Roxburghe have been in the ftocks; 
but Londonderry has fuffered greatly; fir R. Sutton has been a great 
gainer. 
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MR. ECKERSAL TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 
Stock rifes on a report that Walpole had drawn up a fcheme. 


(Nov. 24, 1720.) SOUTH Sea ftock funk fo confiderably on Monday, Patteney 
Wednefday, and Friday, that I began to think it would’ be under par, and Papers 
come to nothing; but as then we had affurances, that the bank ard South Sea 
were to agree, and to come into a {cheme of Mr. Walpole’s drawing up, and 
is calculated to raife the ftock to 300/. orabove. The ftock rofe upon it laft 
Monday, I think one time of the day to 215. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE KING, 


Some thoughts* and confiderations concerning the prefeni pofluresof the, South 
Sea flock, humbly laid before his majefty. . 


[qt was with great relu€tance, and in obedience only to your majefty’s commands, Offord and 
that I was prevailed upon, to undertake any thing relating to the South S¢a pe 

affairs. I am too fenfible of the many difficulties, that will attend any Icheme, — 

formed to regulate the perplexed and unfortunate flate of the South Sea. {Conte 

pany, tohope that fatisfattion can be given, to the infinite number, of faffe TCTSs 

But the publick fecurity, and the reftoring and eflablifhing publigk credit, in 

which your majefly’s government is fo highly concerned, are firft to be con- 

fulted, and this I hope, may by this means be effeétually fettled and fecured. 

A due and compaffionate regard is to be fhewn-to the loffcs of privaic men, 

and all that I concieve can be expeéted, is to give fome eafe and relicf to the 

prefent unhappy circumftances, in which great numbers are now involved ; 

but it feems to me impothble, fo far to repair every man’s loffes, that a great 

many will now fill remain confiderable lofers. An attempt to raife the ftock 

to a higher value than it can be fupported at, would only involve a new fet of 

perfons in the misfortunes, that others at prefent labour under, and expofe 

the publick to the great lofs, that will be fuftain’d by foreigners felling out 

at high prices, and exporting our gold and filver. And what I defire your 


* The original draught in the hand-writing of Sir Robert ees amongt the Orford 
papers; a fair copy among the Walpale papers. 
ma jefy 


198 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period 111. majefty may be.obferved thro’ this fcheme, is, that I take every thing as I 
4780101727. found it, and do nothing to alter any man’s circumftances, but by an acceffion 


1720. 


of profit, from the bank and India company, and by an impartial diftribu- 
tion of the whole, as it now appears, from the public tranfaGlions of the com- 
pany; and have carefully avoided, either to inforce or releafe any publick or 
private contra& or obligation, or té eafe or relieve any one fort of advene 
turers, at the lofs and expence of another. 


Propofal. 


That the firft money fubfcription at 300/. per cent. be compleated, all 
future payments to be made in South Sca bonds, and allowing longer time for 
the fame, to make them Iefs, and more eafy. That ftock be given for the mo. 
neys already paid in, upon the ed, gd, and 4th, money fub{criptions, at 400/, 
per cent. with the Midfummer dividend, and that all future payments thereon, 
be difcharged. That the ftock, which fhall then remain undifpofed of, be 
divided among the prefent proprictors of ftock, in proportion to their fe- 
veral interefts, and thereby an end put to the felling any more ftock by fub. 
{cription. That the increafed capital of the South Sea ftock, amounting in 
the whole, to 38 millions or thereabouts, be divided into three parts, 20 mil. 
lions to remain to the capital of the South Sea flock, g millions to be ingrafted 


~ into the bank ftock, and g millions to be ingrafted into the Eaft India company, 


at120 percent. and the fund from the exchequer to attend this diftribution, 
but the parts of the bank and Faft India company, to be all 5 percent. Each 
company to have it’s proportion of the charges of management allowed by the 
publick. That each proprictor of South Sea ftock, fhall have his proportion 
in the new ingrafted capital ftock, of cach of the refpeétive companies, accord- 
ing to this diftribution. That all profits which have hitherto arifen, by fale of 
ftock by fubfcription, amounting to 15,450,000/. fhall remain for the benefit 
of the 20 millions South Sea ftock, fubjeét to all charges and incumbrances, 
That all future privileges and advantages, to be granted by the publick, fhall 
likewife remain for the benefit of the 20 millions South Sea ftock. That any 
further reafonable privileges and advantages be grantcd to the bank and India 
company, to induce and enable them to admit this ingraftment. 


Obfervations upon the Propofals. 


This method, puts an end to the great demand of money,-that arifes from 
time to time, by fale of ftock by fubfcription, which alone has put the town 
under 
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under fuch conftant diftrefs for money, upon every pavment, that whilft that South Sea. 
\eapueen pense? 


fubfifted, it was impoffible for credit to revive; the payments to be made, 
betwixt the 14th November, 1720, and the 14th Auguit, 1721, both inclu. 
five, amounting to 8,478,600/. within the compafs of ten months, which were 


to be continued on, till the whole lubfcriptions had been compleated, which. 


would not have ended, till the ed of July 1725, but are now to, be totally 
difcharged. Every fubfcriber has great eafe and relicf from this alteration, by 
being obliged to take only 250/. flock at 400 per cent. who is now obliged to 
take 1000 ftock, at the fame price; and when the Midfummer dividend of 10 
per cent. in ftock, making 251. ftock, fhall be added to the 250/. ftock, and 
the future dividend in ftock, arifing from the ftock undilpofed of, after the ex- 
ecution of this fcheme, amounting to above 46 per cent. in flock, fhall be 
added to the 275 flock; every fubfcriber, for 1000/. paid, wiil receive 
4012, 108. ftock. The fame computation holds upon every 1000/7. in the 
redeemable funds, receiving ftock at the fame price, with the fame dividends 
in ftock. The dividend of the ftock undifpofed of upon the capital, puts an 
end to all future fales of ftotk by fubfcription, which not only prevents the 
former mifchief from being repeated, but puts every proprictor in immediate 
poffeTion of his juft fhare, arifing from the profits of the whole, without waite 
ing for annual dividends, fubje&t to the management of dircétors, and the 
fundry chances and hazards, that payments to be received in a long courfe of 
time are liable to; and every proprietor, not only receives his fhare of profit, 
arifing from the South Sea fcheme, but has likewife a further advantage upon 
the whole, by the ingraftment of one half of his increafed capital into the 
bank and Faft India company. 

This diftribution, by ingrafting 9 millions into the bank, and g millions into 
the Eaft India company, reduces the capital of the South Sea company to 20 
millions. This reduétion alone remedies fome of the greateft mifchiefs that 
attended the whole fcheme. A capital of 40 millions, is from its bulk alone 
impracticable, and if raifed to an advanced price in any high degree, cannot 
poffibly be negociated; not only for want of fufficient Specie or paper money, 
but for want of property. Suppole a capital of 40 millions raifed to 1000 per 
cent. the value is 400 millions: it is not to be conceived, that all the property 
of England can anfwer fuch an immenfe and imaginary value, much lefs chat 
any fort of money can be found to negociate one half of it. It is as impofhible 
to find any profits that can fupply a dividend upon fo large a capital at any 
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advantages that can be reafonably given to fupport the fcheme, are double 


- upon the half, to what they would be upon the whole. Aud by this propofal, 


all profits that have arifen already by the fale of ftock, and all future ad- 
vantages to be granted by the publick, are referved for the 20 millions of 
South Sea flock. And as every proprietor is to have his juft proportion in 
each part of the diftribution, he partakes in the advantages referved for the 
South Sea company in as full a manner as if his whole had remained there. 
Befides the profits arifing in the South Sea company, he likewile receives bank 
ftock at 120 per cent. computed at 160 per cent. and India ftock at 120 per 
cent. computed at 200 per cent.; and for the intcreft of his money, he will 
in all probability receive 8 per cent. per annum from the bank, and 19 per 
cent. per annum from the Eaft India company, in lieu of the exchequer an- 
nuity of 5 per cent. per annum upon cach, which are now to be transfer’d 
to the bank and India company. 

And altho’ every: proprietor gives 120 per cent. for the bank flock, which 


‘he is to have in his own right, the 20 per cent. which upon the g millions to 


be ingrafted into the bank, makes in the whole one million and half, is re- 


Aerved for the common benefit of the whole bank, in which every proprietor 


is to have his juft fhare, and this reduces the price given for bank ftock to 
1111. 55. or thereabouts; fo that every South Sea proprictor gains of one 
fourth of his South Sea ftock about 40 per cent. in the advanced price of 
bank ftock, and upon one fourth about 80 per cent. in the advanced price of 
India ftock; or in another view, for the 20 per cent. which he pays for bank 
ftock above par, he will receive an additional dividend of 3 per cent. per an- 
num, and for the 20 per cent. paid for India ftock above par, § per cent. per 
annum; and this is moft evidently an addition of fo much to every man’s pro. 
perty in the South Sea ftock.. 

Befides thefe private advantages, this diftribution of this great capital, with 
regard to the government and the public, was almoft neceffary, and being now 
divided betwixt the three great bodies and companies of the city, eftablifhes 
fuch a ballance of power among them, as may make them all ufefull to 
the publick. The capital of the South Sea company will be now 20 mil- 
lions, the capital of the bank 14 millions and half, the capital’ of the Eaft 


. India company 22,200,000/.; and as the publick has been, and frequently 


mutt be obliged to apply to thefe-corporate bodies, for the fupport of publick 
credit, 
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credit, the public will not be under a neceffity to accept the hard terms which 
one fingle powerfull body might be inclinable to impofe, when all three are in 
a condition to aid and aflift upon any emergency, and this has been verified by 
conftant experience. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON, 


King’s fpeech read at the fecretary of flate’s office.—Proceedings in the houfe 
of commons on moving and reporting the addrefs.—Rumours of a diffolution, 
—Direétors ordered io attend. 


(December 10, 1720.) UPPON Wenefday night, about a hundred mem. 
bers mett att the fecrctary’s office, when (according to cuftom) the king’s 
Speech was read, and a refolution was propos’d for an addreffe of thanks. One 
of the company fayd, hee thought the dire€tors of the South Sea company 
ought’ by name to bee reprefented, as the perfons to whom the loffe of 
creditt ought to be imputed, butt condemning perfons unheard (however 
obnoxious) was nott reafonable; butt that the end might bee attained by 
generall words, to witty fo enquire into the caufes of thefe misfortunes. This 
was very vigoroufly oppofed by fome few, and a great man fayd itt would, 
inftead of retrieving, occafion (probably) an utter loffe of itt, for that the 
dire@tors would run away; butt this did nott obtaine. For my own part, I 
thought the words fully agreed to, when on a fuddaine ’twas whifper’d about, 
that they were omitted, which gave occafion to a friend of yours, to call to 
Mr. fecretary, whoe was reading a fubfequont paragrah, to know whither the 
amendment propofed were incerted, to which hee anfwered noe; for you 
know, fays hee, I am to obferve direftions, and members calling out, read 
on, read on, I proceeded foe to doe, without incerting them. The other re. 
plyed, I thought the words agreed to, and confequently incerted, for furely 
half a dozen near you are nott o thinke of determining for foe great a number: 
wee meet here as I apprehend to endeavour foe to underftand cach other, as 
to bee of one mind in another place; I think itt therefore incumbent on mee 
to fpeake plainly. This refolution is to bee propofed to the houfe, where the 
words you have thought fitt to omitt, may bee offered, and 1 doe promife 
you uppon my word they will bee foe, when they will bee fully debated, and if 
occafion bee, the queftion determined by a divifion. Mr. fecrétary then 
fayd, propofe your words, which being done, they were without more a doe 
incerted. 

VOL. Il, PART Il. od The 


aor 
South Sea. 


1720. 


Middleton 
Papers, 


202 


Period III, 
1720t01727. 
(naneomsamn pstenvnsaesd 


1720. 


Sir Jofeph 
Jekyll. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


The motion being yefterday made, gentlemen lett themfelves into the moft 
bitter inveGlives againft the mifexecution of the aé of parliament, and indeed in 
great mealure againft the a€t, as vefting too large poweis ina fett of men whoe 
are now Call’d mifcreants, the {cum of the people, and worfe names if poffible. 
Thus are wee afhamcd of what many of us contended for laft yeare with the 
grcateft eagerneffe, and that uppon motives nott fittto bee mentioned. The more 
moderate few (for that was what butt very few had a right to call themfelves) 
lay’d the ftreffe uppon mifexecution; butt even uppon this head, they went 
great lenghts, particularly fir J. J.* whoe fayd, that hee could nott butt 
thinke, at leaft hope, that all the dircélors were nott equally culpable, bute 
fure hee was, that fome were highly criminal whoe were not dire€tors, Another 
fayd, the miniftry with onely a frowne had been able to putt a ftop to al. the 
little bubbles, in order to deepen the water for the great one, whence profitt was 
toarife. A third concluded thus: this parliament begun with a fecret committee 
falling upon a precedent miniftry ; and why may itt nott conclude with doing foe 
to another? What your friend fayd Wenfday night, proves to have been well 
judged, for uppon reporting the addrefs yeflerday, fir J. J. mov’d an amend~ 
ment, by inferting what you fee therein of punifhing the authors, which went 
without oppofition. Others tooke exception to itt as too tender; this nott be~ 
ing a party caufle, arrowes in full vollyes are lett fly from every quarter, 

Thurfday is appointed for confidering the ftate of creditt, when Mr, Wal- 
pole has promifed us his thoughts, and tho’ his friends doe nott love to hear 
‘of a {cheme being call’d his, hee is certainly digefting one, which wee are 
then to have, the greater part of which, all the towne know already. Wee 
are to attend his majefty with our addreffe this day att two, foe that I fuppofe 
little will bee done in the houfe. If any thing material happen, I’ll adde itt, 
for writing this in the morning gives an opertunity of faying what will cer- 
tainly bee more diverting then parliamentary accounts. 

Woe bee to ferjeant Birch and George Cafwell, if they prefume to Rand 
candidates att Leomftar, att any future ele€tion; which however may nott bee 
foc near as fome people thinke: for in cafe wee deferve itt, *tis hoped by 
fome, and fear’d by others, that wee may bee longer liv’d then this feffion, as 
welt as that twenty-five Scots peers, in addition to the two difputed titles, 
may bee made hereditary, leaving out of the bill what relates to England; butt 
I thinke, if offered (which I cannott yett bring myfelf to believe) ‘twill run 
the gantlett as the laft did. 
Wee 
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Wee have had a little flurry by an unexpe&ed (undigefted) motion made South Sea. 
by governor Pitts, for ordering the dire€tors to attend on Thurfday, with their aoe 
myrmodons the fecretary and treafurer, and if they plcafed, with their great 
fcandirbag, whoe he meant by that, I know nott, butt the epithet denotes 
fomcbody of contideration. The time being come for attending his majefty 
with the addreffe, itt was agreed by common confent, that this mattcr bee 
taken into farther confideration on Munday, without a gueftion putt for ad. 
journing the debate, att which time I apprehend the maine argument on one 
hand will bee, that unleffe creditt fhall bee more reeftablifht before you fall to 
finding faults, doing itt will grow more difficult afterwards. On the other fide 
*twill bee fayd (and I doubt too truly) that unleffe you probe the fore to the 
bottom before you enter on remedys, ’twill bee only fkinning over, what from 
a corrupt bottom, will in a fhort time breake out agdine, and that with 
more virulence from the expeftation of impunity, which fuch a proceed- 
ding will give ground for: ’twill bee, I believe, a very {mart debate, finee 
uppon the fuccefs a great deale depends. I was told (and not by a very ill 
hand) that a great man had been heard to fay ’twould bee neceffary to adjourn 
in order to more tempet: J thinke fuch a remedy will onely irritate; butt per 
haps, the approaching hollidays may bee the avow’d reafon. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Proceedings in the houfe of commons againft the dircétors. 


(December 13, 1720.) THE motion of Saturday (which I mentioned in Middleton 
my laft) was yefterday putt into better forme, as you will fee by the votes; the Panes 
firft queftion mov’d, was in very ftrong terms oppofed by three or four; for 
as I remember, that was the number. On the other hand, numbers fpoke 
with the freedom becoming a Brittifh houfe of commons. The firft whoe 
fpoke on the fide of the queftion, was my quondam colleague fir R. S.* he © Sir Richard 
indeed fet the matter in a clear light, by telling us, that a nation of more — Steele. 
~ cwealth and greater credit than any in Europe, within Icfs than two ycars, was 
reduc’t to what wee fee, and too fenfibly feel, by a few cyphering citts, a 
{pecies of men of equal capacity in all refpeéts (that of cheating a deluded 
people only excepted) with thofe animals who fav’d the capitol, who were 
now to be fkreen’d by thofe of greater figure, for what reafon they beft know, 
others were att liberty to judge. Another (in anfwer to an argument again{t 
the queftion, that this vindicative juftice fo much contended for, would vott 
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attaine the end propofed, for that you would nott be able to ‘come att the 
eftates of the delinquents) fay’d hee thought all the laws againft bankrupts — 
being ena€ted into one againft the dire@tors (for foe he would always call them, 
as what carry’d more of obloguy then any other word could expreffe) would, 
in his opinion, attaine the end propofed. Abundance fpoake with equall 
bitterneffe, and fuch was the general outcry, that the previous queftion which 
had been demanded, was nott thought fitt to be infifted upon, and they were 
too wile to difcover their weaknefs by a divifion upon the main queltion. 
How far wayes and means will goe towards warding the blow, I know nott; 
that they will be ufed, I am fatisfy’d, butt I thinke there is a poflibility of a 
difappointment. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Walpole propofes his [cheme in the houfe of commons. 


(December 22, 1720.) OUR fcheme was yefterday opened by Mr. Wal- 
pole, whoe with the greateft fkill imaginable intrencht himfelfe, by telling us, 
that hee tooke for graunted things were, as they are lay’d before us: Cujus 
contrarium; and in {peaking his thoughts, as he termed itt, att leaft fix times 
defired it might be remembered, that he argucd uppon this fuppofition. 
The fubftance in fhort was this: that of the 38 millions now vefted in the 
South Sea company, nine fhould by way of ingraftment, be vefted in the banke, 
as many in the Eaft India company, and the remaining 20 millions remaine 
to the South Sea. The mony account, he fayd, he did not care to meddle 
with; and he was in the right, for when that fhall be difcuffed (if ever itt be) 
*twill not bear an examination, After many long fpeeches, to very little pur- 
pofe, *twas underftood that the houfe would bee ready to receive propofalls 
from thefe 3 great bodyes, whjch we fhall, I think, agree to, bee they what 
they will, for the fame reafons (for they will be plentifully made ufe of) which in- 
duced us to paffe the bill laft feffion; I then told you, what I thought would bee 
the iffue, which to my great griefe proves too rightly judged; I will now tell 
you my fears of this matter. That Mr. Walpole made the moft of every 
thing, is very certaine; and fuppofing his poftulata (to ufe his owne words) 
well grounded, his conclufions were right. Butt my opinion is, that fkinning 
over the foare, without probing the wound to the bottom, will end in its 
breaking out againe, when poffibly the malignity may bee too great to bee over= 
come: butt we are for putting off the evil day, and hee is a fool or knave whoe 


joins not therein. I am told (I believe by a very good hand) Gibraltar is 
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fter all to: be gi iard, a fi ich laft ed South Seas: 
after all to be given up to the Spaniard, a fuppofition whic year argu 


the utmoft difaffe€tion. When or where our misfortunes fhall end, time alone 
can determine, though Ijam very inclinable to hope the befl: that ftrong ine 
clination cannott fo far prevail as to leave me without fears. 
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Bill againft the direéors reported.— Fuftifies the refolution of not allowing 
them to be heard by counfel. 


(Jan. 19, 1720-1.) YOU fee by the votes the bill againft the dire€tors 
reported and ordered to bee engrofed, I believe ’twas this day read a third time, 
and carryed to the lords. Itt prohibits their going out of the kingdom for a 
year, and to the end of the next feffion of parliament, requiring their entring, 
into recognizance of a hundred thoufand pounds, with two furetyes in twenty~ 
five thoufand pounds each, for performance of the above condition; itt re. 
quires the delivery of an inventory of their eftates reall and perfonall uppon 
oath; and enaéts, that if they fhall falfifie therein (being conviét) fhall fuffer 
as fellons, without benefitt of clergy; there is a claufe for encouragement of 
difcoverers, and others, luch as may make the bill more effeétuall. They had 
the affurance to petition to bee heard by council} againft the bill, which was 
reje€ted with the utmott indignation, although fupported by fome of our great 
men (which by the way was very ill relifht) not only in favour of the di- 
retors, butt on account of juftice, for that noe criminal (how great foever) 
ought to be condemned, unheard. To which ’twas anfwered, that this bill 
did nott condemne, the chiefe end being onely to fecure their ftanding a tryall, 
and preventing alienation of their eftates till fuch times as their tryall was 
over. ’Twas then fayd, even thus much would bee inflicting a great punifh 
ment, unheard; to which ’twas reply’d, that furely gentlemen had nott read 
over the papers and accounts delivered at the bar by themfelves, for that by 
thefe the moft nottorious breach of truft (ayainft the tennor and purport of 
the South Sea act, as well as againft their owne by lawes) were confeffed, 
that therefore the calc was no more or other then committing’ or requiring 
bail from a criminal uppon confefhon, according to the nature of the offence ; 
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ained thereby, the legiflature were now doing what in ordinary cafes the 
magiftrate might and ought to doe. The houfe were, from a cooleneffe of 
temper, wrought up to a great heighth, and that (in my opinion) by the earneft. 
nefs of fome gentlemen, whoe att laft were forct quietly to give up the point. 
I have feen ftrange turnes, but I thinke this matter incapable of one: what 
a confiderable man began his firft {peech with (for hee fpoake with great ve- 
hemence a fecond time) is certainly true, that faying any thing which might 
bee interpreted as favouring a South Sea dire€tor, would be very ill heard, 
and putt the fpeaker under great difadvantage. I will nott goe abroad (being 
a good deal feavourifh) till I thinke I can doe itt without great hazard, 
though I own I fhall bee very uneafy till I can attend my duty. 

The bill is ordered to the lords. That houfe have had feveral brokers 
before them this day; a gentleman is juft gone from mee (the lords being fit- 
ting late as it is) to lett me know that thofe fparkes have confefled fo much, 
that their lordfhips thinke they will fcamper, unlefs taken into cuftody, with 
a declaration and meffage fent to the houfe of commons, acquainting them 
herewith; and that when and as often as the committee fhall fend for them, 
their officer fhall attend with them; defiring to know my opinion, whither the 
houfe (whom they would avoyd in any wife difoblidging) may looke uppon 
this as the leaft obflru€tion to the enquiry. My anfwer was, that I could 
onely fpeake as a private man, and as fuch, did freely own my thoughts, that 
this proceeding, thus circumftantiated, could nott bee thought in any fort an 
obftruétion to our enquiry. That I knew the committee had, in feveral in- 
ftanecs, avoided doing things which poffibly might adminifter caufe to people 
without doors to hope for difputes between the houfes, nothing being more in 
their defire then avoiding fuch. That I verily believed, the houfe were of the 
fame mind. For which reafons (though I defired itt might bee remembered, 
i tooke uppon mee to fpeake onely as a private man) I was of opinion, nve 
exception would bee taken to this proceeding. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON, 


Proceedings of the houfe of commons on the expected report of the Jecret com- 
mattee.—Subjtance of part of that report. 


(February 4, 1720-1.) LAST Tuefday (when by order the mutiny bill 


. was to be reported) four of us were fent from the South Sea houfe, to putt itt 
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of for fome time; the firft order of the day was the call of the houfe, which 
was adjourned till Thurfday next, by common confent. The day mov’d for 
the mutiny bill, was next Tucfday fennight. Mr. Secretary, uppon that occafion, 
mov’d for this day fennight, to which wee readily agreed, in fpeaking to which, 
hee was pleas’d to fay, that by the day fixt for the call in the folemn manner itt 
was (meaning the revoking all leaves of abfence, and ordering circular letters) 
hee luppos’d that about that time the houle might expeét that ¢mportant report, 
fo much expeéted. 1 {poake after him, taking notice of the intricacy of ac- 
counts (affe€tedly made foe) and the length of time tn examining witnefles, 
whom att prefent I would call by noe harder name then that of being very un- 
willing ones, and that when I was oblidged to acquaint the houfe, that without 
intermiflion of a day (Sundays and the goth of January excepied) the com- 
mittee had fatt from nine in the morning ull cleven att night, 1 could nott 
butt hope the report fo much expeéled, had been putt in the beft forward. 
neffe the nature of she thing admitted; that as to the importance, itt muft 
bee refer’d to the judgment of the houfe, when it fhould come befure them. 
But that thus much I would take uppon mee to affure the houfe, and the gent. in 
particular, that it would bee a fair and hone {ft onc, nott reporting any 
one faét which was not well fupported, or omitting a tittle that was foe. 
I was well heard, without a word of reply made. 


We are in. fuch. forwardneffe as leaves litle roome to doubt my having di-. 


re€tions (before the houle begins to be call’d) that the committee are ready to 
lay before the houfe an account of the progreffe they have made in the 
matters rcfer’d to them, being by ordcr to report from time to time, att 
fuch time as the houfe fhould pleafe to receive the fame, which I be. 
lieve may bee the next day, or the Monday following ait fartheft, Satur- 
day being appointed for taking the report ofthe mutiny bill. Hee it 
when it will, perhaps it may appear of more importance then Mr. fecretary 
imagined att the time hee fpoake, for though generally fpeaking, they have 
been pretty well apprifed of what pafles among us, from the information of 
the very peifons examined, this infulting ipeech convinces mec, they doe 
Mot receive accounts from any of our number: for wee had the day or 
two before made fome difcoverys, which I am fure by the way of {fpeak. 
ing, hee was a flranger to, and thefe naturally lead us fince that time in- 
to a more perféé and ftridi enquiry into fome things then hee thought of, 
and whick I muft believe hee thought us flrangers to. Your curiofity will ina 
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Five hundred and feventy thoufand pound ftock was fold by the company 
att under rates, whilft the bill was depending, att which time the company 
had noe more then twenty-five thoudand referved for taking in the annuityes 
of 1710. Butt this ftock was to bee created afterwards, and in fa&t was foe, 
and ftands in the company’s books as fold to or fi@itious names, Of 
this great fumme, wee have hitherto been able to trace onely about two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, Mr. Knight having either deftroy’d or fecured from 
us all the fecret bookes by which the whole icene of iniquity might have been 
difcovered. I doe nott thinke itt impoffible, butt wee may come att a good 
deal more, by croffe examining and putting things togather, butt if wee fhould 
faile therein, enough God knows is come to light, to fhew how the horfe was 
curryed, and. by what methods that curfed fcheme was carry’d through to the 
deftru&tion of the nation. The ftock was fold att different prices to different 
perfons as they were favourites, and more or leffe ufefull, butt to alkatt foe 
low rates, as that the difference between the prices delivered to them att, by 
the company, and the prices they fold out att exceeds-a million; butt the truth 
is, noe ftock was ever transfer’d to them, and confequently they fold none, 
for both the one and the other was fiétitious. The method being to pay thefe 
good people the difference between the price when fayd to bee fold to them, 
and the time when they are to bee fuppofed to have fold out, which being, 
after pafling the bill amounts (as I faid before) to above a million. 

I know nott whither our cant words and wicked a@tions will bee readily un- 
derftood by you, butt I fancy I have made myfelfe intelligible, if you revolve 
the thing in your mind. By thefe vile means was the bill carry’d, and the exe 
cution was of a peice with its formation; fix months would nott fuffice to de-~ 
{cend into the particulars, butt probably a fecond report may point out fome 
things that are moft nottorious and obvious. 





THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON» 
{Endorfed in the hand-writing of lord Middleton.] 
That the town is diffatisfied at Mr. Stanhope’s acquittal.—Proceedings in the 
houfe of commons on the accufation of Charles Stanhope, who ts acquitted. 


(March 7, 1720-1.) THE paper (which came laft night) was coppyed by 
Charles; and your dire@ions obferved ; you will in a liule time hear from 


the 
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the perfon to whom itt was delivered, whoe fays Kee thought you would eafily 
diftinguifh a letter of compliment (and intended for noe more) froma defigne 
of complying with an unreafonable requeft. You have heard of Mr. Stan~ 
hope’s acquittall by a majority of thrce, which has putt the towne in a flame, 
to fuch a degree as you cannott eafily imagine: what confequences itt may 
have I cannott imagine; thefe I thinke will bee more or Iefle by what, fhall 
bee done to-morrow, when Mr. Aiflebye's cafe comes on. Lord Stanhope 
(fonne to lord Chefterfield) carryéd of a pretty many, by mentioning in the 
ftrongeft termes the memory of the late lord of that name: between forty and 
fifty who could nott bring themfelves to give negatives, were however per- 
fuaded to withdraw before the queftion. On the other hand, a great many of the 
affirmatives are gone out of towne in the utmoft rage, many of them nott really 
difpleafed att what happened, fince itt affords butt too good a handle for fo. 
menting greater dilcontent in the country. I owne, I thinke it a very bad 
piece of pollicy, for the whole kingdom ‘are enraged againft the South Sea 
{cheme, and not leffe foe, againft thofe whoe fupport their abettors. You’l 
foone fee, by reading the advertifements, the reafon of fending the inclofed pa-~ 
per; Mr.W.* lives oppofite to B.Spars.t The two brothers were remarkably 
the moft zealous advocates, and perhaps may prove foe to-morrow, 


Quos Fupiter vult perdere dementat prius. 


This behaviour (whatever may bee thought) will nott bee forgott, things 
may for a time be cariyed with a high hand, but fuch violences can. 
nott bee long fupported; a fcall’d head is foon broken. You’l fee by your 
abftra@ of the report, that the proofe was full as ftrong as the nature of the 
thing (Knight being gone) would admitt of, and fupported by many concur. 
rent circumftances. Sir J. Blunt’s evidence was to be villifyed, for further 
reafons, which you’l eafily gueffe att; every body fees through that. The 
hope of my fifter’s recovery is moft wellcome. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Aiflabie expelled, and committed to the Tower. 

(March 9, 1720-21.) YESTERDAY night pafft twelve, Mr. Aiflibye’s 
fate was determined, as you will fee by the votes, almoft the whole 
time being taken up in examining numbers of witeffes (late direors) 
call’d by him. The queftions propofed was the fame to them all, viz. 


Whither they knew or had heard of any fidtitious ftock taken in, or. 


held for him, or of dny ftock bought for his ufe with the company’s money, 
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Hw III. to every of which they all anfwered roundly in. the negative, from whence 
1 . . . a - . 
ts 777 he argued the cértainty, and as he exprefled himfelf even to a demon- 


"4721. 


flration of his innocence, for that ’twas not to be conceived, but they. 
muft have known the thing. As to the proceedings of the diretors (to whom: 
he gave all the hard names he could think of) his plea was ignorance. To the: 
charge, of having great dealings in ftock (pending the bill) he fayd nothing, — 
otherwife then by infinuasion, that doing foe with his own money, he hop d 
would nott bee criminall. His concerting with the dire€tors taking in the 
aft fubfcription at 300 per cent. hee dropt, nott faying one word to the 
charge; but an incident happened which gave great difguft to the houfe. 
The fecond report takes notice of great dealings in ftock between him and 
Mr. Hawes (formerly his clerke as treafurer of the navy) whoe had informed 
the committee, that thofe accounts were finally adjufted in November laft,. 
when Mr. Aifleby infifted upon having Mr. Hawes’s booke (of which he had. 
a duplicate) delivered him, that noe one might fee itt; which was done accord- 
ingly uppon his giving Hawes a general rcleafe. On Tuefday, a motion was 
made for his laying that book before the houfe as yefterday, which he oppofed, 
as what the houfe could not demand, for that it related only to his own pri- 
vate account with Hawes, butt was over ruled by the houfe, and ordered to 
bring in the booke; wherewith nott complying, notice was taken of itt in the 
houfe. He then defired Mr. Hawes might be examined, whoe fayd att the 
bar, that when he delivered up the booke, both that and the duplicate (in Mr. 
Aiflebye’s hand) were burnt, of which Mr, Hawes made no mention when 
examined by the committee, nor did Mr. Aifleby on Tucfday; from whence 
*twas concluded that this was an after thought, and the books burnt (if att all) ex 
poft fatto. Hee had on Tuefday imprudently enough faid, that if the com- 
mittee fhould have demanded thofe books, he would have burnt them before 
their faces. 

After his defence, the qucftions went without other oppofition, than what 
was very flender, by Mr. Minfhall and Mr. Fuller; fir Richard Steele fayd 
alittle, nott very plaine in cff€@ (as I underftood him) that the examinations 
did nott fufficiently fuyport the queftion propofed, butt itt did nott obtaine. 
Mr. Walpole’s corner fatt mute as fifhes. Mr. Fuller, upon one qucttion de- 
manded a divifion, which was very artfully turn’d of by the fpeaker, and ge- 
nerally underftood with defign to obviate the ‘difficulty thofe in employment 
might lye under, on whatever fide they fhould divide. Thus the matter ended, 
and in-return for the fatigue the houfe underwent, we gott a play day, adjourn- 


ing 
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ang .til to-morrow, when I thinke fir George Cafwell will have the fame 
date. 

Iam told his grace* told a gentleman, that he had very carneflly prefst your 
continuance; I am pretty fure (if foe) he might have fav’d that pains on your 
account, which | have very often broadly hinted, and indeed fpoak itt in plaine 
terms. I thinke your writing to defire to be difcharged very well de« 
Serves confideration, and I thinke fhould nott be long delay’d. I hear (and 
believe) Horace Walpole is to fucceed Mr. Stanhope as one of the fecre- 
taryes of the treafury; you may bee fure ‘twill fuit his brother’s inclination, 
dn cafe (which is nott doubted) his brother be chancellor of the exche- 
quer, and that Mr, Hopkins (your commiflioner) is to be lord lieutenant’s 
decretary, 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Parliamentary proceedings in the cafe of fir George Cafwell.—Difcontents on 
the acquittal of Stanhope.——Walpote /peaks in favour of Arjlabie. 


(March 11, 1720-1.) YESTERDAY fir George Cafwell had Mr. Aiflebye’s 
fate, with this further addition, of refunding 250,0001. as you'l feé by the 
votes. The day was long enough, though nott foe bad as the other; for we 
rofe juft after eight o’clock. Our time was taken up by an infignificant de~ 
fence, endeavouring to prove that company loofers by the South Sea. The 
onely materiall thing infifted uppon by him, was a pretence of having given 
dufficient fecurity for the 50,000/. ftock, taken in by Knight for them, in 
order to gett clean of a former refolution. 

The cafe (as himfelf opened it, flood thus:) in January or February a719, 
(for wee can never fix them to certain times in any inftance) hee and company 
spawned 70,0001. ftock to the South Sea company, borrowing 105,000/. np» 
pon itt. The firft of March following, Knight takes in the 50,000/. fictitious, 
flock for them; uppon which, two queftions arofe. Firft, whether the pawned 
ftock couid (without agreement of partyes) remaine a farther {ecurity for the 
§0,0001, ftock taken in by Knight, even fuppole itt would in vallue have 
anfwered both; {ccondly, whether itt would have been fufficient fecurity. 
The mafter of the rolls differ’d from his brethren uppon the firft; infifting 
that Before they fhould have been lett into the redemption uppon payment of 
the 105,000/. they would have been oblidged in equity to have payd for the 
§0,000/. ftock taken in by Knight I muft here obferve, that long. after, 
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Period IJ. and att the bar fayd to bee the 13th of May, (though noc witneffe uppon oath 
4720101727- before the committee would fix the time) a note under Cafwell’s hand was 


1721. 


fent to Mr.- Knight for 125,000/. the price of the 50,0007. ftock at 250/. per 
cent. As tothe fecond point, ‘twas urged (and generally agreed to) that if 
the South Sea fcheme had failed in pur houfe, the 70,000 /. ftock would nott 
have been near a fufficient fecurity for the 105,000/. lent thereon. The 
mafter’s differing from us, was in my opinion, what lead the managers into 
the demand of a divifion uppon the firft queftion; butt they foon. faw their 
error, the yeas being 228, the noes but g2. You’l eafily believe the fubfequent 
queftions were given up uppon feconding; if I miftake nott, the firft queftion 
was battail’d to avoid the confequence of our laft queftion, that of refunding. 
For ’tis generally thought, this ftock was in trult for others, and this was in 
plaine termes {poake f{trongly to in the debate. Even the matter of the rolls 
declared frecly his being of that opinion; going yett farther, that he did nott 
fee how any member could juftify buying ftock (pending the bill) although he 
fhould even have payd ready money for itt. ”Tis nott to bee conceived what 
fatisfa€tion thefe two dayes work have given, and indeed ’tis well itt foe hap- 
pens, for the rage was grown to fuch highth uppon the acquittal of Stanhope, 


‘that noe man can tell when ’twould have ended. Bonfires were made in the 


citty the day Mr. Aifleby went to the tower. 

’Tis fayd, an attack uppon the committee was talkt of in private, and ine 
tended, butt we have a€ted with fuch caution and candour as to bid defiance. 
Should any thing of that kind bee attempted, they muft have a better pofle 
than appears att prefent. Our creditt throughout the kingdom will fufhe 
ciently fupport us. Lett them looke to themfelves, they ftand ona fandy 
foundation. In debating the motion for a bill againft Mr. Aifleby, Mr. Wal- 
pole faid, impeaching (nott billing minifters) was the way of parliamentary 
proceeding in time of our anceftors; which was. very fmartly animadverted 


,uppon, particularly by the mafter. He obferved (faying that gentleman 


very well knew) that the courfe of parliamentary proceedings was alter’d, 
quite inverted, by xendring all profecutions by way of impeachments ineffec- 
tual; that noe greater inftance need bee given then in the. prefent cafe, 
wherein the lords had by way. of anticipation entered into the examination of 
what properly belonged to the commons, in order to come to a refolution of 
the legality of that conftitution, made by the treafury, appointing the direors 
judges, where they were beyond pollibility of denyall, partyes; by which means 
all the public creditors were inmpofed uppon and defrauded, and which in 

truth 
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81g 


truth, was the firft and.cheife fource of the misfortunes, which have hap- South = 


ened. 

Whether our feffion be drawing towards an end, or will protraét into a 
very long one, is nott in my opinion. certaine, though 1 rather incline to 
thinke the former, being thoroughly perfuaded wee are nott to expe Knight's 
being brought over. I looke uppon this as a two edged fword, which will 
give a gah either way, thofe in whofe power itt is, will doubtlefsly determine 
uppon what they thinke Icaft dangerous, in which there can bee noe doubt 
as to the prefent; lett to morrow looke to itfelfe. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Proceedings in the houfe of commons in the cafe of the earl of Sunderland. 


(March 16, 1720-1.) THAT part of the report of the committee of fe- 
crecy, which related to lord Sunderland, and fhould have been taken into 
confideration on Tuelday, was.att the preffing inftances of Mr. Walpole, ad- 
journ’d to yefterday, uppon faggeftion that itt would bee neceffary, for the 
further information of the houfe, that the feverall wittneffes whoe had been 
examined by the committee, might bee examined att the bar, fince poffibly 
they might nott come yp, in every particular whereof they had informed the 
committee, or might fo far explaine their meaning, as to give a very different 
turne from what the words of their examination might poflibly import. Wee 
very well forclaw gaining*a night was chiefly in vicwe, and itt had (in my opi- 
nion, its effe€l) for when they came.to be examined, uppon croffe qucftions, 
every one of them ftrenghtned the report; among the reft ordered to attend, 
fir John Blunt was one, but his lordfhip’s advocates did nott thinke fit to call 
him in. The abftratt of the report which you have, will evince the ftrenghth 


of the cafe, which I own I thinke fuller proved (and foe I fayd) then any of © 


the three cafes which had been under confideration. 

The defence made, was entirely different from what I expeded, there being 
(as I apprehended) noe room left for denying the faét, wherefore I concluded 
the fufficiency of the fecurity (his lordfhip’s note, fworne to have been fhew’d 
fir J. Blunt by Knight) woutd have been infifted uppon, but that point was 
given up, and his lordfhip’s denyall of any flock taken, or note given, was 
the fubjeG@t of three hours debate, after all the papers read, and wittneffes ex 
amined; by way of negative proofe, Mr. Pelham, brother to the duke of 
Newcaftle, and Mr. Walpole, inform’d the houfe, that his lordfhip had em. 
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Period II. powered them to declare, that noe fluck had ever been taken in for him by 


vee 1727. 


1721. 
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Knight, or note given, {oe that the queftion in truth was neither more or leffe 
then whither wee fhould give creditt to that affertion, or fir John Blunt’s oath, 
A good deal of paines was taken to falfifie the oath, by afking the witnefles att 
the bar, whither Knight had told them of this ftock being taken in prefenoe 


and hearing of fir John Blunt (as he had fworne) they own’d Knight’s telling 
them of the ftock foe taken in for lord Sunderland. One of them fayd he was 
alone with Knight when hee told him of itt; two others own’d fir John’s being 


in the roome when hee told itt them, butt did nott believe him within hearing 
of what Knight fayd. Such trifling ftuff never furely was infifted uppon in 
any other cafe, and would in any other have been the ftrongeft proofe of the 
fa@. ’Twas forefcen too well that fuch a defence was nott to be relyed uppon, 
and therefore the fheet anchor was lord Oxford’s play. If you come inte 


this vote againft lord Sunderland, the miniftry are blowne up, and muft, and 


neceffarily will bee fucceeded by atory one, I really thinke I never’ heard 
anything better debated on the one part, or more weakly on the other; but 
fir J. Walter’s argument of monofillable, was the beft refuge. Yeas 172. 
Noes 233. Ihave funke nothing, but tell truly and in fhort the whole cafe. 
I take itt for graunted wee are over the materiall parts of both reports, if what 
I heard this day in the houfe prove true. One whoe came out of the citty, told 
mee, hee believ’d Mr. Craggs dying, if nott aftually dead, and gave fome 
circumftances in confirmation of a whifper of his having taken a dofe, if foe, 
itt refembles in great meafure lord Effex’s cafe. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Walpole [peaks againft a bill for fubjetting Arflabie’s eftates in like manner as 
the direétors’. 

(April 22, 1721.) ‘WEE were told of a very great ftruggle and long de- 
‘bate which was. to bee yelterday, uppon the motion for confolidating Mr. 
Aiflebye’s bill with that of the dire&ors, butt it prov’d far otherwife. That 
motion was lett goe eafily, if I miftake nott uppon a furmife, that thereby 
the lords would have a better handle for arguing itt to bee a trick, fince that 
of the dire€tors is for vefting and felling their eftates, the other onely for ren~ 
dring an account of vallue, for which a former bill has paft in relation to the 
diretlors; butt in this they were well jockyed by the next (unexpected) mo- 


tion for providing by a claufe, that his eftate bee fubjeEted in like manner as 
the 
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the dire€tors are. I fay unexpe&ed, becaufe Mr. Walpole could nott forbear 
owning it fuch; hee had nott {poake before, butt now did with great earneft~ 
neffe, calling itt a bill of attainder, or equivalent to fuch, butt the maine bent 
of his fpeech was to move the paffions, by mentioning over and over againe 


wife, children, family, &c. You would have been furprized to have feen how | 


little place this tooke, gentlemen fatt like foe many flatues, without being mov’d 
by all this oratory, I dare confidently affirme there were nott thirty noes, from 
_whence you will eafily conclude them Mifcreet enough not: to divide. The 
onely perfons befide, who fpoake againft the queftion, were fir Richard Steele, 
fir James Campbell, vifcount Nevill, Mr. Vernon, brother-in-law to Mr. 
Aifleby, and Arthur Moore: I am fatisfyed ‘twill goe downe like chopt hay 
in the other houfe; they may perhaps fend itt back with an amendment, by 
leaving out Mr. Aiflebly, to which I thinke the commons will nott agree, 
even though ways and means fhould bee found to take fome of, for the waters 


run low in the ufuall place for effe€ting fuch defignes. I conclude the bill will 


paffe, from believing the lords will nott. take the load of loofing itt uppon their 
fhoulders, or rather the miniftry, whofe influence is allwayes thoroughly un« 
derftood,.and att whofe doore (principally) ’twill be layd by the whole 
nation. 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Laments that fufficient punifhment will not be inflifled on the dirctors 
Accufes Walpole of being their frreen, and of alling in concert with Sune 
derland. 


(London, May 24, 1721.) I Have been fo fhort a time in town, that your 
Jordfhip will not expect much news from me, and what little I have heard, is 
far from being agreeable or indeed proper to ng communicated by Ictter. A 
great man 1s determined to fpend the fummer at a country feat, he has at a 
very great diftance from this place, notwithflanding the orders that were given 
to fit up a very fine houfe he has two miles below Kingfton, and the de~ 
clarations that were made of his refolutions to live there this fummer, 
They fay, when this matter was open’d to fome of his friends, who were call’d 
togethey, to advife with upon this occafion; there were very warm debates 
about it, and by much the greater part gave their opinions very freely again{t 
the journey, and the advifers of it; which however was refolv’d upon by the 


opinion of two or three, who feem to have a great influence‘@ver the gcnilc- 
man. 
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man. This refolution is kept as a very great fecret, for fear of applications 

againft it from people, who fancy they have a right to intermeddle in the mof 

‘Yecret tranfaGtions of the family, and will in all probability, take upon them 

to do fo in this. ‘You may depend upon the truth of what I tell you, and I 

am fure would do fo, if *twere proper for me to name the perfon from whom 

I received the account of it. After all the pains that have been taken to de~ 

te€t the villanys of the dircétors and their fricnds, I am afraid they will at laft- 
flip thro’ their fingers, and that nothing further will be done as to confifzation, 
hanging, &c. There certainly is a majority in the hoafe of commons, that are 

willing to do themfelves and the kingdom juftice; but they aét fo little in con- 

cert together, that they are conftantly baffled by a fet of men whom guilt, 

money, &c. have link’t in the clofeft bond. ’Tis impoffible to tell you of 
what infinite confequence the abfence of a friend* of your’s is at this time, 

and how uneafy the generality of mankind is at it. He is, without compli- 

ment, the fpring that gives motion to the whole body; and the only man that 

either can or will fet matters in a true light, and expofe and baffle the 

fchemes of the /Rreen, &c. ; 

‘The houfe were five hours in a committee laft Friday upon the Direc- 
tor’s bill, and were amus’d and banter’d the whole time by qucflions and 
amendments propos’d by the fkreen, &c. fo that they rofe at laft without 
coming to any refolution, They were to be upon the fame bufinefs again 
this day, but as foon as the houfe fat, Mr. Lechmere brought in Mift’s pa- 
per of this day (which is indeed a moft infamous treafonable libel) defcanted 
upon it for half an hour, and at laft mov’d to cenfure it, dc. which was ac- 
cordingly order’d. The mafter of the rolls, Pengelly, Rofs, and five or ‘fix 
others fpeecht for the motion, fo that the time was fo fpun out by this means, 
tho’ no body ventur'’d to oppofe the queftion, that when the order of the day 
was called for, people feem’d to be tir’d, and readily went into the adjourning 
it till Wednefday. In fhort, unlefs this affair takes fome new turn, and freth 
life by that.time, you are to expeét very little fuccefs from the late enquiry, . 
for the feffion is {pun out to that vaft length, that nothing can keep the coun- 
trey members in town; and you may be affur’d, all proper arguments have 
becn made ufe of by the dire&tors to kcep their friends together. I doubt 
the {ecret committee are not now fo unanimous as they have been, and 
dhat there have been at jeaft two falfe brethren always among them, His 


# Thomas Brodrick, who was abfent om account of indifpofition. 
grace 


